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Honi 8oit qui mal y pense ! 
Alles f|{r Gott und Sie. 



Bt Mm JANE PORTER^ 

AUTHOR OE ^THAPDSUS OE WARSAW," &C. &C*. &C. 

m TWO VOLUMES^ 
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BOSTON: 

FUBLISHBll BT Vf^JULH AND XIIiLT^ 

Aim 

•• WXLDBB AKB JAMES If. C,AMPBKTiT» 

HEW-TOBK. 



/r>i^6.?A^ 




C^-^J 



.aSlORjBS THE FOURTU, 

KING OF 

^ngE ^mnvBiD British empire, 
.KING OF HANOVER, 

imW OF E^U^SV^OK J^IH) jLinWURG, 

DEFENDER OF THE FAITH, 
&c. &c. ^c, Uc, 

IDflifl little traditioDaisy sketeh «f 
ML lilliKitriaiia hwo, is most gratefidlj .laid ^i 
y^wr Miyesly^s feet; hy one who, feeUng Aat 
Tomwce -«uiy be to flie preaent times wliat tiie 
^aoi^Af the bard tV/ns to ages past<«-the memqri- 
^ 0{ ;de]Muied excelioRce, ttie inspiration of 
^^ntctoestocome! — ^in seeking sackiin:ez»i|iplar 
for h^<6tory5 found it in the House of Brans- 
wick. 

Then succeeded the delight to reid patriotism^ 
of tracing the glory of England^ in the ances- 
tors of her Sovereign— the hereditary descent 
of the royal virtues, which for nearly two centu- 
ries have sealed the Magna Charta of Great 
Britain— the spirit of protection, rather than of 
coiiqae8t--4ihe m^nanimous hearty curbing the 
bnive hand. The parental vigilance^ which pre- 



via 

rides over ftn empire vtWbl the compniheiiBive 
care of afafher in the bosom of his fiimily. 

The loyal and the upright^ obeying the sceptre 
of this equal law^ possess their homes in peace 
and prosperity; while the Sword of Justice, 
when compelled to be drawn against the dis- 
turbers of the common-weal, bas ever been! 
tempered by the present gracious hand that holds 
i^ with a compassion which, in conformilywitif 
the BiTine example-twills not the deaths but 
the reformation of the offender. 

Thus, in being ruled by a monarch, who in 
times of the most signal continental difficulties, 
whether in the cabinet or the field, carries the 
same ^ quality of mercy'' into all his relations 
abroad^ who so well understands how to make 
his name great, and his people haj^y, tiie 
British nation finds itself the honoured of the 
world* . And naturally as the mirror reflects its 
object, all bom under such auspices must share 
the grateful devotion, the profound loyalty, 
which animates the reqiect of her, who has now 
the honour, by 

The most gracious permissioD, 

To subscribe herself, \ 

Sire, ^ 

Your Majesty's 
Very dutiful, faithful, and obedient 
Servant and Subject, 

JAN£ PORTEIL 



Lang DiUwiyl 



^^ 



INTRODUCTION. 



HisTOHT gives the grand oafline of eyents^^— 
but only like a generad map vi some vast coun- 
try^ which requires minuter tracts to shew its 
roads and passes. If we vrish to know the 
particulars of any celebrated person's life^-^ 
those smaller occurrences deemed too domestic^ 
or too insignificant for the dignity of history, 
though probably Ihe springs of its most impor- 
tanf actions,^ — we must seek Ihem in private 
archives, and the long-neglected ahnsds of the 
times* 

In those old and circumstantial details, the 
reader may, indeed, be sure of meeting much 
irrelevantjyjatid more tedious mattery but he is 
not the less certain to discover that which will 
awaken his interest, and sometimes explain, in 
the simplest and most unsuspected way, the 
deepest mysteries oi the politician. For besides 
presenting the great objects of public chronicles, 
these familiar narrators shew how the least are 
:pften connected with the greatest; how the for- 
tunes of private persons may turn on events^ 
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^pviiich, frmn their lofly aspect^ seemed commis- 
sioned with nothing beneuth a nation's destiny ; 
and how the fates of the highest individuals may- 
be decided by accidents apparently trivial* In 
short, in these plain-speaking records of times 
and familie9, we find as striking a difference in 
the appearance of the persons they treat of, 
from the unbending stoMness of their repre- 
sentation .in history, as a BOman citizen might 
have Msen between the statue (tf iS^rmaaicus in 
the ,fonui|, and Germanicus discoum^g wUh 
him «nder its shadow* .Here human actions^ape 
placed as they oecior, without any artifioial 
effects from li|^t and shade. The faithAil pen- 
man bad no ambition but to relate what he saw; 
and he noted itdown day by day in the patri^ 
monial haU, where the heroes, who Win«'his sub- 
ject8,tpassed hourly before him, coming in foom 
the chace, or going forth to the batHe; or, dnr« 
ing whiles of repose from both, drew ar«Hind 
the hospitable faearfli, in dcmestic idmplieity, 
amidst their families, and fri^ids, ,and ancient 
servants. Thus finding in the noble names he 
tells of, however iUusMoas from birth orfeoB^ 
the teadei^st human dependeneiiis; ;and human 
frailties also,^mingl]|^ witb-theiji^ virtues ;wetio 
Iwger consider them with the eold speoaktion 
of beings of another sphere,. but fisel thembro- 
tibers of our nature ; in whose joys or sorrows 
we: may sympathise, and whose motvl victeriesy 
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<Kr defeats^ maif theiefoi^ eicxte out raialatio% 
or. affect us with<tbdr warnings Nay^aocy.^ 
m^e evefy wbeve read tha great reUgpnua tni(b» 
ttmt '< the foptwo of man is the jNPovideiieo of 
Gkod/' who, govenung all bjrthe-adiiiurfiUechaui 
of this mutual depeiuhiicey ppoves to ouf undei^ 
standing, and our heart»^ that with the Soveseigi 
of the universe, there is no real distinction bar 
tween men but what virtue makes; and while 
the order of creation demands subordination of 
uses, whether in the stars^ or in men. He gives 
Hie sceptre to the prince, and the ploughshare to 
the peasant. Hence, it neither becomes the one 
to contemn, nor the other to repine; every man 
having his talent and his duty; and he best de- 
serves the meed of honour, who best fulfils his 
trust* 

These reflections ardse while turning over a 
few volumes of those hereditary and veritable 
chroniclers, whosie works had withstood the worm 
for many generations. Some were printed, 
others in manuscript ; German, French, and En* 
glish, lying together on the same mouldering 
shel^ like hostile heroes sharing the same pile* 
Dark as. the cemetery was, the deeds of its illus- 
trious dead hovered in bright li ght over their ash- 
es. And if the page which now attempts to recall 
their luminous examples, achieve that distinction, 
and is afterwards permitted to fall into honour- 
able dost by tiie side of their early historians^ 
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the band which writes ity and collects from such 
respected materials the niemorials of a noble 
cause, win not have laboured in rain. Yenera- 
ble men ! ye wrote for your generation ; we Ibr 
ours : still inculcating the same lesson, from the 
same root ; as successive fruit and foliage sprini^ 
from one stem, to nourish and to shelter many a 
succeeding^race <^man. 



ADDRESS 

from the Old Ckronider to his BMi$rs. 



^assk 



Iirthesftoae packet ifidi some of the domestic 
documents firon: wkieb the foUowing narrative has 
been' collected, a.brief historical account was found ; 
and as it seemed originally pot there to elucidate the 
more private matters of the corresponding papers, 
its insertion h^e mav not be less necessary. 

^' Methinks it will be cmsidered a useful herald 
to the actions recorded within, to recall to the 
meauHy of whoever may hereafter look upon these 
docimients, the relative^ situations of the countries, 
and celebrated persmages, herein consigned to 
the judgment of posterity. 

^^ Smee the reign of Charleum^, no sovereign 
united so many extensive territories, and approacn- 
ed so near a universal monarchy as Charles the 
Vth of Germany. By inheritance from his grand- 
fiaither, the Emperor Maximilian I., he possessed 
the provinces of the Low-Countries, wnich con* 
stituted the kingdom of Burgundy ; the Tyrol, Aus* 
tria, Styria, Carinthia, Camiola ; and, in brief, all 
the realms which lie between the Danube and the 
head of the Venetian sea. Besides these, and the 
extra dominion he <krived in quality of Emperor 
pf Germany, he inherited the crown of Spain and 
its rich dependancies, in right of hb mother. But 
on his demise, dividing this enormous territory, he- 
allotted the German partition to his brother Per- 
dinaocL and bestowed Spain, wilh the Netherlands, 
upon his son Philip. Ferdinand, by marriage, 

VOL. I. 2 
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soon after added the kingdoms of Bohemia and 
Hungary to kis moiety ; and, as he left it, his pos- 
terity determined to maintain it. 

^ovii during these two successive reigns of 
Charles and Ferdinand, commenced, and continu- 
ed in rapid progress, that change in the religious 
opinions of men, which not only terminated in the 
acknowledgment of a free judgment in matters of 
faith, but occasioned the establishment c^ certain 
civil rights amongst the people and their rulers, 
which finally dismembered the empire. 

^ For some centuries before this period, the moral 
and religious ignorance of princes and their guides, 
held the worid in the most deplorable vassalage, 
and degree of human wretchedness. — Passion and 
power were the only dictators. Men saw no law 
but their own wills, or the strong arm of force, 
which compelled them within tbe bonds of anoth- 
er's. — ^That there was a God above, most of. them 
confessed ; and to conciliate his favour, many of 
them made vows of penance, or endowed monas- 
teries ; but none found it requisite to curb a pas- 
sion, or restrain an appetite, while the erection of 
a church, or the shaving of his head, could atone 
for the one or the other.— Nay, so sealed were the 
eyes of the people, and so worse than blind those 
who professed to lead them aright, that the Eter- 
nal's forgiveness for every species of crime, was 
sold at a public mart, — in short, pardonron ac- 
count of sins committed, and indulgences for the 
perpetration of aiQr yet to come. Pope Leo X. 
was the^strenuoas supfKirta: of this impious trafSc, 
— simony, indeed, in rankest form. A free-thinker 
himself, if not an absolute deist, he cared little for 
the honour of a religion he professed, without truly 
believing; and as long as its abuse afforded the 
means lor himself, and tho«e like unto him, to 
amass, wealth for their pleasure^ neither he nor 
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they cast a thought on the present moral welferc, 
or possible eternal doom of mankind. Eat, driidt, 
for to-morrtm we perish ! was the virtual creed of 
the times. 

" In the midst of the storm of human vices, whieh 
this unwarrantable licence set at large, real religion 
was not left without a witness. Wickclifie and 
Huss bad pleaded her cause to former genera- 
tions : Luther now rose in her defence. He brought 
the scripiures to the people in a language they 
could understand ; and drawing a parallel between 
thfe pure doctrines of Christianity, and the mbn- 
sU*ous immoralities sanctioned by papal Rome, 
told his auditors to make their own inference. 
Common setose gave the anticipated reply; and 
those who believeiibJt their interest to hold men in 
error, armed force against reason. The traffickers 
in the indulgences especially, and others profiting 
by equally abominable scandals on the church, 
lost no time in alarming the heads of the Catholic 
governments with unfair representations of the new 
opinions ; accusing Luther, as evil men formerly 
did the physician of Alexander, of aiming at a 
vital part, when he only meant to cut away the 
disease in corruption. ^ 

^^Both Charles V. and his brother Ferdinand, 
with the Elector of Bavaria, obeyed the impulse of 
these false witnesses. But all the princes of Ger- 
many were not so misled. The conquest of the 
Greek empire about this time by the Turks, had 
driven the remains of its ancient learning, with its 
yet existing professors, to take shelter in Italy; 
and the discovery of printing meeting the favoura- 
ble iuncture, the consequent diffusion of knowledge 
enabled the nobles and people of western Christen- 
dom, x»t merely to understand the arguments for 
religious purity^ but to comprehend and appreciate 
the advantages of civil liberty. The residt was, tob 
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desire a system of legal mutual reeCramt, instead 
of the uacertain remedies in use, — intestine war- 
fare, or the partial awards of feudal decisions. 

'' Under these impressions, the Electoi; of Saxo- 
ny, with the Palatine of the Rhine, aiid the Doke 
of Brunswick Luneburg, were the most eminent 
protectors of the sreat reformist. The latter prince, 
mdeed, was the first in Germany who publidv es- 
tablished the purified faith and riioal in his domi- 
nions. A severe decree of Charles V. against all 
persons professing thfis &ith, being answered by a 
protest signed by these princes, and several otners 
besides, from that period tl^ followers of Luther 
took the name of Protestaats. This aet was suc- 
ceeded by a fair promulgation of their creed, given 
before the Emperor at Augsbiupbv wherein the ar- 
gument was considered so conclusive by even an^ 
enemy, that a Catholic bishop started from his seat, 
and exclaimed, — '^ We must abolish these opinions, 
or they will abolish ours !" 

^^By this text the emperors and their partisans 
continued to shape their actions, accorcungly as 
they were able to ojqfxise, or to detach, either the 
Lutheran sovereigns of Europe, or the Protestant 
princes of the empire, from the general caa^e. 
Amongst its prosdytes were numl^red the king* 
doms of Denmark, Norway, Sweden, Ehigland and 
Scotland. France, too, appeared on the^eve of the 
same day ; and Switzerland openly declared for 
the apostle of Geneva. 

*'' In the midst of the contest, Charles look a sig- 
nal revenge on the electoral house of ISaxony, for 
its prominent share in the revohilion ofrel^ion: 
he transferred its dignities to a^eoUateral and hos- 
tile branchy 

" Reader, thou must call cto 'remembnanee, that 
the father, and girand&iher of John Fredericfc 
Elector of Saxony, did not follow only the Duke of 



ntoM THB nn otisdiraoxsBv iT 



Brunswick Luneborg, in openly espousing Lutber, 
Imt assisted Melancthon with all their influence, 
political and personal, in the propagation of his 
ooctrines; and in consequence of their son and 
successor John Frederick shewing the same zeal, 
but with less effectiTe judgment in memtaining his 
power, the emperor laid a plan to transfer it to his 
own side. 

^sThe situation of the house of Saxony was in 
this wise : descended from Albert of Branaenburg, 
sumamed the Bear ; it consisted of two branches 
from 6ne~ stem ; a prince, who, lord of the whole, 
but having two scms, dirided his dominions between 
tbem. To Ernest the eldest, he bequeathed the 
lar^r portion,^ under th« denomination of the Elec- 
torate ; to Albert the jcmn^Vy he consigned the 
le5S^, considerable, with the title of Duke. — Hence 
originated the double houses of Saxony, and the 
corresponding rivalry of their posterity, which at 
last became so kindless, between such near kindred^ 
that the electoral family had only to> announce it- 
self the protector of Luther, for the ducal family to 
immcfdiately declare itself the enemy of all his par- 
tisans. To avenge himself, then, against the elec- 
tor John Frederick, the son of him who had so con- 
stantly defended the persc^ and precepts of the 
reformer, the emperor required no more than to 
stimulate the ambition and high warlike talents of 
Maurice,, the young Duke of Saxony .^ Stratagem 
assisted open attack; the elector was^^rovoked to 
take arms, was defeated^ made prisoner, and his 
birthright transferred to his kinsman, the instrument 
of bis overthrow. The despoiled prinqe was al- 
lowed the little territory of Saxe Gotha and Weimar, 
to be settled' on hh two sons; while himself, held 
a captive for life in a remote castle on the Danube, 
espoused in his old age the daughter of the wild 
predatory Baron Grumbach^his felbw^prisoner.-*- 
VOL. u a* 



He left ao ialMii sonbjr Qm wwaelD ; in after Tsars 
hftcdly ackoowiedged oy his brothers as of their 
blpodi but ioherking. all the pride of his Cather^s 
houses wiih the <reDim»ele8s thirst ior rengeaxiGe 
derived iroin his mother^s^ 

<^ Maursoe haviogjgaiaed hi^ object in aoqabing 
the sole oMnnand of Saxongr^ and^ being in his'beart 
a Lutheran, immediately embraced the protestant 
side; and djing in a succestftil field, bequeathed 
his dominions to his btolher Augustus* :The new 
elector ardently trod in the same lefiarmed path ; 
which the suciqeeding pages TFiILshoir ; while the 
empire saw many cnanges after the demise of 
Charles Y. and bis brother-successor. 

^^ He left two sons, Maximilian IL, who succeed^ 
ed him, and granted to the proteslants the famous 
edict called 7%e Peace of iUligion^^.; and Charles, 
created Duke of Styria, who l^came fath^ to the 
Ferdinand of that country, whose daric proceedinga' 
overshadow manv a record in this reg&ter* 

^^ Maximilian, himself a Lutheran in every thing 
but openly avowing his faith, was marpted to:a Spa- 
nish princess ; to whom, incautiously, he reagned 
the education of his sons Rodolph and Matthias ; 
both of whom afterwards succeeded liiin in the em* 
pire :-^and during their reigns the cbipaf events in 
these pages occur. 

^^ Of these two princes it may justly be said, that 
Rodolphy as Emperor of Germany, was a sovereign 
of better heart than head. Tolerant fi;ora incliBa** 
tion, and example of his father; bigxji^ed from his 
papal creed, and tuition of his mother ; but of that 
easy nature, whoever won bi$ ear tmrned him to 
theu* purpose. 

'^ His brother, the Archduke Matthias, a brave 
and frank mannered man, '(but master of a depth 
ef polity few gtiessed at,) was eonsiituted by the 
emperor govwmor of HtiogaryandiAiisttia. 'mnce, 
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io DU^e^ ^: lived' «Hberatr Presburgor ¥idima$ 
ancl) durinff war, always at his post m tbe^eld. 
Rodolpli htfxiself usually held nis residence at 
Prague, the capital of his : kiagdom ef /Bohemia, 
passing his time in a BOfri of busy idleness^; : while 
his bridher, the presuBipitiVe;heirof hifpoirei*,iiras 
earaiog the wishes of the eoipire in many a cam* 
paign against ks enemies* 

^^ But Feidiaaiid of Styria, JustmetitioDed before 
(and whose aj^aage cotDfuri^ed the wh<de of the 
ne^hbouringeountries to the Yenetian sea,) on the 
pleaof hiift near khidred, t»ft<cn abided with the em* 
peror;; and by certain subtleties, gradually super* 
seded Matthias in his heart. Sometimes, indeed^ 
he varied tht ground, fant to the same object ; either 
privately promoting bis) views with the- catholic 
prineesof the empire; or. passing in ostentatious 
parade, from station to station on the Croatian bor- 
ders of Twhey ; or crosiung them in equal pomp, 
to ^are in the glories of bis rival's victories ; or 
radier, with invidious observation, to lay up store 
to disparage the ^military skill of Matthias and his 
you^ heroes ; every one of whom he abfaorred^as 
a personal enemy, in exact proportion to their ser* 
vice in swelling the fame of the man whose rights 
he hoped to circumvent, by destroying the reputa* 
tion he could envy, but not -emulate. 

^' At this time Holland, or rather the Seven Unit- 
ed Provinces of the Low Coontries, had * secured 
thdr freedom from the Spanish yoke, pressed hard 
upon them by the cruelties ^f the Duke of Alva ; 
and under the stadtholdership of their champion, 
the Prince of .Orange, they maintained themselves 
as an independent state. But the southern, or 
Walloon (Provinces, were still held in the old intole- 
rant vassalage; and. by the name of the Spanish 
or Austrian Netherlands, (for the emperor retained 
somfe interest in then^) yiefaled a mvnauring obe- 
dience. The inhabitants were ostensiMy 45ajthdiCfl, 
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and that they should never show sign of the re* 
verse^ a threatened inquisition held them in check. 
Still, however, they were the victims of both opi- 
nions; for, surrounded by the combatant disputers, 
their land b^ame a sort of lists, in which a com- 
parative few on either behalf, brought forth those 
sanguinary arguments of fire and sword, which, if 
carried into ail the countries these challengers rep** 
resented, must have desolated half Europe. 

^^ The same chivalric mode of compressing the 
field for victory or defeat, could not be adopted 
between Christendom and the infidel barbarians of 
the East. The recent conquest of the Greek em- 
pire, hy those fiercest followers of the creed of Ma- 
nomet, inspired them with an ambition to become 
masters of the western empire also; and every 
spring saw their armies, like locusts, overspread its 
eastern quarter. Therefore, on the plains of Hun- 
gary, or amongst the trackless wilderness of Tran- 
sylvania, or along the burnt-up and trampled val- 
hes of Croatia, the Archduke Matthias led bis ad- 
venturous Germans, to repel the savage hordes 
which eat up the land. After several bard fought 
campaigns, in which Christian of Luneberg and 
Ernest of Mansfeldt were his right and left hands, 
he at last had the satisfaction of driving them back 
over their own frontier ; and of forcing their Sul- 
tan to sign a peace, full of honour to his conque- 
ror, and advantage to Christian Europe. 

" France, too, about the same period, had be- 
come a theatre for noble hearts and resolute arms. 
But Henry of Navarre ck>sed its bloody tourna- 
ments, for awhile, in similar glory. And when 
the writer of this sketch opened his master's doors, 
to those who gave rise to the memorial, he believ- 
ed all the world was at peace." 

So far the chronicler. . The next page will relate 
where his record was found,.and concerning whom 
it was penned^ 



DUKE CHRISTIAN 

OF 

LUIfEBURG; 

OR, 

TMBTriOJV^ FROM THE BJlStZ. 



CHAPTER I. 



Amongst certain worm-eaten manuscripts disco- 
vered a few years ago in a small walled-up closet at- 
tached to tfie ruins of an old casteHated hunting 
lodge in the forest of Hart2, may still be seen a 
curwusly written account of a night's sojourn there, 
madebyfour mysterious travellers during one of the 
sudden and tremendot^ storms which often desolate 
those wihl regions* A slip of parchment annexed 
to the manuscript commemorates the fall on the 
same night of a very ancient anid famous pine, usu- 
ally called the Bed of the Pozder, and calculated to 
have stood, o'ercanopying the forest, above seven 
hundred years ; the last, indeed, of a vast druidi- 
cal mve which formerly skirted the whole of the 
nei^bouring mountain. The chroniole and its ad^ 
junct bear date anno Domino 1610'; but the events 
they record occurrerl something earlier. For the 
rest of the narrative, collected into these more mo- 
dern pages, and by which some extraordinary cir- 
cumstances in the appeamnces of the above-men* 
tionedtmvellerd are expliftined, it is gathered froi^ 
other equally authentic sources, apared by acci- 
dent probably from the hand of war, while its 
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brand and its plunderers totally destroyed many 
more apparently lasting monuments* 

The memorable storm just- mentioned happened 
towards the middle of the month of August. The 
dav had been insufferably hot, even to people tra- 
velling under the sheltering umbrage of the forest^ 
and was succeeded by an evening of so dense a 
gloom, that clouds dropt like curtains on the hills, 
till the whole horizon becam^enveloped in a dark 
twilight, lurid, portentous, anaterrific. The wood- 
fellers abandoned their work unfinished to hasten 
home ; the very deer fled to covert ; and the mul- 
titude of various birds, which all day had been 
singing from the trees, became mute, and buried 
themselves amongst the branches. The awful still- 
ness which followed this shrouding of the whole 
scene, was soon disturbed by a low murmuring, as 
if from the depths of the forest; when also the 
coal-blackness of the sky became suddenly broken 
by sheets of lightning, succeeded by a few large 
drops of rain ; and long before the nearest wood- 
man got to shelter, the clouds burst in torrents. 

In the midst of this water-spout, a little troop of 
wayfaring cavaliers drew up their horses beneath 
an overhanging screen of fir-trees on the side of a 
precipitous dell. They had hardly taken their sta- 
tion, ere the thunder began to rattle and peal over 
their heads, as if the very heavens were at war ; 
and while the sable of premature night blotted out 
every object, in a single instant a sweep of forked 
fire, accompanied by a whirlwind that seemed to 
seize the whole forest in its ^spi shot from the 
clouds, and illuminating a prodigiously gigantic tree 
which tQwered on the opposite brow of the ravine^ 
shewed it bollow4runked and hoary, though, still 
extending its huge tiooie-wom arms like a canopy 
over all around« 



.^ Behold the Erie Kingr* cried a youDg voice, in 
admiratioD; but in the very moment the awAiI zig- 
zag displayed it erect, and jet crowned with sylvan 
lK)nours, the bolt struck it ; instant darkness fol- 
lowed the flash, and the trsfveliers heard the riven 
trunk fell with a crash that shook the ground like 
an earthquake. Their horses took fright at the 
shock, and starting from so insecure a shelter, tore 
along as if pursued by the furies ; bearing their 
riders against or copr every thing that opposed 
them, till bruised and breathless they allowed 
themselves to be checked on an open space, where 
the trees, or rent branches, whirling in the wind, 
no bnger impeded or struck them like missile wea* 
pons. The thunder, however, still continued to 
roll over their heads, and was even more terribly 
reverberated from the caverned earth at their feet ; 
this part of the chase having, ages back, been 
delved into vast, subterraneous galleries by the 
earliest miners of the Hartz. The rain too, now 
unrepelled by any screen from the trees^ drenched 
the party to the skin ; and ignorant where to turn 
for any sort, of refuge, they gladly welcomed a 
second electric blaze from the streaming clouds, 
which not only shewed them the wide forest-heath 
they were upon,' but the grey towers of a castellat*- 
ed building rising above the dun line of a sodded 
embankment* Greeting the sight with a shout, the 
travellers put their horses again to the speed ; and, 
driven onwards by the force of the blast, the jaded 
animals halted within a few paces of a low exterior 
dyke. . . ^ 

The lodge it surrounded had formerly been 
strongly fortified, both according to ancient and 
modern defence ; and it still possessed a fine baro- 
nial draw-bridge over a broad and once deep wa- 
tei>di(ch. But at the time of the chronicle the moat 
was dry,_ and overgrown with underwood, except 
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at .a.fcw^hotttws. in the decayed gt^miukwork. 
wheieitht coHeotedxaam aneeikig the ea9tlM|»tiigSy 
had eetded inle fai^e peob^ chalybeate froa» £e 
8oil beneath^ and erificiog their charaeteriby a 
broad yellow stakroor tbeL-vov^h aiasoiay aroood* 
' In approacbiog the brids^y whioh ^ eome years 
had been- stationary, one of thecavaliera pmiseda 
' moment, listeaiiiff to the hu^ ch^S'tUtt attached 
to ita feudal timbers^ awinauig' and. rattiiii^ in the 
wind* The sounds were; tnrijyffniag^ but no beed 
seemed paid to the noiae < by ^trder of watch-deg 
of this i^uestered aaoontain fieel; and it was^not 
till the hoofs of strange- horses echoed Stom the 
drop of the bridge, that the grizsted seotij^ of 
the ^te sprung from his kennel^ and with hoarse 
barkings gave notice to within, that foretgw feet 
were passhfig to his strot^hold* A man, with a re- 
ainous billet burning in hts hand,, issued from a pos- 
* tern in the side of the gate-wi^. The trarelfers 
iMirdly needed to ask for shelter; their drenched 
appearanee, and the inclemency of the ni^t, were 
sufficient appeal* Besides, it was the custom of 
the lodge to grant hosptality to all whom clnnce 
or choice brought to its walls $ and some of this 
part^ wearing the garb of the Ja^d-Junker, or 
privtieffed companions of the chase, the forester 
greyed them with a hunter's welcome frcnn the bu- 
gle at his breast ; then holding his flaring torch be- 
fore their horses, led the way throwb a quadran- 
gular court to the main door of the dwelling part 
of the building. At tl^ebvoad steps,aranning down 
with water from the eres, he called men to assist 
his guests in alightiag, and went forward himself to 
announce them to the forest^master* 

This personage, always a man of birth, and 
whose tide imports the command he holds, in the 
present case was nctt tnereLy a<lobIeamn,'biit one 
who bad takeaUa tuni incomrta and camps. Bis* 



I 

I 



abled in l»s tenth campaign iby a n/omd which 
stiflbfied the joint of his swmxl arm, he retired in 
die prime of life to a small patrimcmy on the edge 
of tiie Hart£ ; and soon after was nominated by 
his prince, by whose side he had been wounded, to 
the forest cRsHict nearest his own little borders. 
From that day Baron Spidberg gave np the worldk^ 
at least he left it to seek han; and people say he 
had good reason^ from the fikithlessness of a wo- 
man, 9xA the trnxJmary of a fttlse friend, to quarrel 
with bis: kind ; yet^o wanderer of high or low de- 
gree ever passed bis doors, whether of the forest 
lodge, mr Us own hnmblar home on its skirts, with- 
out leaving benedktions on the kindly master of 
both $— *and the blesskig of benevolence did indeed 
reflect itself on the life of its owner* 
* While sitting alone in the great hall of the lodge 
this same evening of the storm, sometimes looking 
up to the high painted windows, and listening to 
the raging elements howline and clamouring against 
the casements. Baron Spielberg felt within himself 
the grateful security of a man under shelter not 
onl^ from them, but the more pitiless blast, which, 
during many former tempestuous days and nights, 
had desolated his heart. With serenity now there, 
.he looked down on his book, and continued to read 
the warlike commentaries of Julius Csesar till his 
eyes were weary ; then mused on the bloody bat- 
tles fought ages ago under the very shades where 
he was then enjoying peaceful solitude ; till gradu>- 
ally sinking into a sleep visited by similar dreams, 
he was lying entranced amidst the aboriginal defen- 
ders of Germany, when the shrill notes of Raoul's 
bugle, and the barking of old Wol&ang, recall- 
ed him from the visionary clangor of^the Roman 
trumpet, to those familiar sounds of his simple syU 
van hfe* Aifimtfaat ncme of bis own pemfe could 
be abroad lliat bi^^twous n%fat, be started on his 
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ftAtoiece^t whoever ongbt Jieed his lioepitlkUty'* 
8e then heard ibe tirai^frfiag^of bersesittiMGOort* 
j%t^y and hurrying acroea iheroom, waainei hy 
the warder <of uie gate coooing to annwnoe his 
fvetite*' The haroni againidiahing Umaelf from hh 
yet havering visitanta of olh«r days, hastened for- 
ward; and, aa the travdiera apfmvched from the 
pOTQh into the enlraiiee hall, weloenml tfaenrwitfat 
tb« cordiality of a libera) hearty and 4be ease of a 
ina» conseiotts of means eqaatty bennteoiuu 

One of the pari^ remained witboet^ to diamine 
into the stale of his herse» which had falkft *mwe 
than once dwing its afirighted career. Three &c« 
ooHMfianied their host into the interior hall, anawer- 
ine nis warm greeting: with that aort of multq[>lied 
acknowledgments which frften H>eak mcwe of coo* 
desc€nsk>n than-a sense 4)f obUgation* Having en- 
tered, tbey immediately unfastened their ndii^ 
cloaks, heavif with nmd ^ and tabang off their iiats, 
soaked in rain, threw them .catelsiidy en a htifpe 
polsihed table of native pine, clawed wilk silver, 
and bright as a mirror^-^roand and.massyaa that 
wbicb entertained Arthnr and his peers^ it stood 
under 2^ rafter of stag'^borns, branching and twist- 
ing over that qaarter of the ceiling, in the lashian 
<rf a camqf>y. Some of these antique insignia €if 
the chase, the trophies of many generations^ and to 
wbich one of the party cast up an eye of smiHng 
curiOMty, shone, though sombrely, with ancient 
gtldinf; ) while the greater mtsaber, rouab and dun, 
eabibtted the same ungamiahed front tiiat met the 
hunter^s ioiife in the moaasfit of biapriae^ 

The travf^Hers drew to the fire ; and while Ru* 
tbar4y one^ the veterans of the Haftz> was heap* 
iiM; foel on the embers bia master's staonbers had 
ayuewednealr^ laequiie,the BaffOfthimsdf obsecv^' 
td^ wA some ioleselt^ tlmpecttUsrapfieerance md 
dwiean«r o£ his gnests* Two of .tfie dMka on the 



table^ hft faftd imf(»ived were marked od the fth<nil- 
der with the fsrivileged badm of the ehafte; yat 
the Bsanoers of the wearers oiffered entirelT from 
the^ jocular femiliaritjr usual with those wao en- 
tered the lodge, under that^ revekuaking sanc- 
tion. The courtly elegance of these noble ehas- 
sears was erea more dratinguisbed than their . fine 
persons ; which even the most indifferent observer, 
must haw pronounced singularl j handsome. They 
were both very young men ; and a certain gene- 
ral resemblance left little doubt in the mind of the 
'Baron of their bein^ brothers, though nothing 
could be more dissimilar than their countenances. 
The features of the elder were correct as if cut 
by the chisel of a Grecian statuary, and seemed 
equally fixed < in one expression — cold and self- 
c^nteml* ' While the face of the youn^r, a Touth 
hardly sixteen, blooming, frank, and anunated, pos* 
sessed a loveliness, to which no term of mere 
corporeal beauty can give a name ; something of 
angelic purity ; absence from guileful thought or 
suspicion «rf others, with all that is endearing in 
the bright and- good of human kind. 

Spielberg Joohed on him and sighed. He re- 
membered Itis own early days, and similar air of 
confidingness in all he met; he remembered the 
injuries which repaid that implicit trust ! And then 
he smiled at himself, for anticipating any resem- 
blance between his past fate, and4he future destiny 
of a young heart cased in- a form so unlike his own. 
But could ne have penetrated through the marbled 
exterior of the elder brother, he would have seen, 
that' neither beauty of person, nor-^ace of miad,. 
can always avert the stroke caprice would inflict, 
or escape a wound from a baser principle. 

The person who had entered with the twain, 
seemed much their senior^ and altogether of a less 
^efiaed composition* His figure was larger ^ and. 



£8 



OVKX CHBISTlUr 



his face dark, morose, and haughty; from under- 
cloud of which, a jesting glance would occasioikalr- 
Ijr flash, and, sometimes a sneer of. scorn, not 
always quite assignable to the apparent objecU 
The nuntingtfrocks of his companions were perfect- 
ly plain and buttoned to the throat ; but a small star 
sparkled on the interior vest of this personage, which 
the accidentally opened bosom of a very ordinary 
buff leather doublet once or twice betrayed. The 
head of a finely mounted pistol, crested with a bear's 
paw, occupied a place near it. His air was proud 
and self-assured ; and the fluency of his speech, 
when his humour served, fully answered that bold 
confidence ; though he often broke off" in the midst 
of the most interesting discourse, for his talents ap- 
peared of no mean calibre, with a real or affected 
contempt of its subject. Baron Spielberg noticed 
this, even in the first conversation after their en- 
trance ; for while the elder chasseurlwas standing bv 
the fire, spreading his chilled hands to the warmth 
and gazing into it unheeding what was said, this per- 
son began a rapid narrative of the various dilemma 
intb which their loss of way, and surprize by the 
storm, had involved them ; but left it to be finished 
by the animated and artless descriptions of his 
youngest companion ; who, to the irrepressible 
consternation of one at least, of his audience, con- 
cluded with an account of, the thunderbolt which 
shattered the gigantic pine. 

The forest-master, during the recital, felt like the 
patriarch of a nation listening to the fate of one 
of his noblest subjects ; and questioning the narrator 
as to the spot where it stood ; when the immediate 
reply described the peculiar magnitude and shape 
of the tree, which the descending blaze had in the 
same moment displayed and blasted, the old bunts- 
man ejaculated a sound of dismay ; and the Baron, 
with rather a forced smile, expressed his fear that 



Rtitbard guessed right, and that the long famous 
Bed of iht Fowler was no more! 

The emotion visible in the countenances of 
botli master and servant, while the former uttered 
this, redoubled the interest of the voung narrator 
in the sublime fall of a tree, to which his admiring 
glance had given the name of the Erie King! and 
with dU the aroused curiosity of his earlier boy- 
hood, — when he used to sit at his mother's feet, 
hearkening greedily to her tales; not only legends 
from her native Denmark, but traditionary wonders 
concerning this very forest,— he now enquired of the 
Baron, what was meant by calliqg that magnificent 
pine, mdeed, no more ! the Btd of the Fowler f 

^ From the most ancient times a record has been 
preserved in the Hartz,'^ replied his host, " of our 
emperor, Henry I., sumamed the Fowler on account 
of his field sports^ having one day, while out on a 
hawking party, lost his attendants and his way in 
the depths of the foresib After much fruitless 
search for an egress, being weary and benighted, 
he tied his horse to that tree, then a sapling, and 
laidHimself down at a little distance to sleep. In 
the morning he was awoke by the neighing of his 
steed, and on looking up, saw a bright massy sub^ 
stance lying glittering in the rays ofthe rising sun*- 

The animal, who had just pawed it from thli 
ground, was striking it with his foot. The empe- 
ror rose to observe so strange an appearance, and 
then perceived that the wnole of the disturbed 
earth around sparkled with the same. Examina- 
tion proved it to be silver ore ; and from that hour 
the mines of the Hartz were discovered, — a trea* 
sure-house for himself and bis people tO; the latest 
generations. 

^^But besides this fortunate reputation of the* 
tree,** tontinued the baron, **a sort of sugerstiiioiit 
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is attached to it» exiite»ce ; for tke legend goes on 
to say, that the Fowkr held a solemn feast and alms- 
giving under its branchesonce every year till the day 
of his death, which happened on an anniversary of 
the discovery* And such is the extraordinary 
coincidence of events, from that time till now, it 
has been noted to lose a bough whenever any mor- 
tal calamity threatens the family of the great lord 
oftheHartz." 

^^ There be those alive to witness the fact,'' re- 
joined Ruthard, with a respectful licence. ^^ I re- 
member, when our good Duke Ernest the Confes- 
sor died, an arm as oig as any ordinary pine was 
broken off by the storm of that night* And now, 
what are we to expect from the uprooting of the 
whole tree?" 

He turned pale as he spoke ; and the dark-brow- 
ed traveller, sportively passing his hand over the 
face of the younger, then fixed in grave attention 
on the portentous countenance of the hoary-headed 
forester ; " In my mind," cried he, " the total Mrer- 
throw of so ill-boding an oracle, rather porten<S||p 
end of melancholy omens than a beginnmg of new ! 
And after this night's proof, I prophecy, all true 
liesemen to the blood of the Fowler will be bound 
in loyalty to say the same." 
' A laugh closed this remark; while the elder 
chasseur, who had hitherto remained almost totally 
silent, with a smile lighting up his before chilling 
reserve, observed, " that such superstitions might 
be regarded as captives taken in the old conflict 
between truth and error ; the last lingering footsteps 
of Paganism from its native woods ; the slow de- 
parture of the gloomy sybils, brother," said he, 
" whom you so devoutly worship." 

The youth, feeling rather ashamed of his awe of 
the prognostic, blushed at this reference to him ; 
^nd gaily questioned the baron respecting the nine 
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hundred and ninetjr nine betutifol phantoms of as 
many Saxon virgins, reported to haunt the depths 
of the silver mines* 

During all this, and the more general disceurse 
which succeeded, nothing was dropped by his 
guests to lead their host to know who they were ; 
though he gathered sufficient to corroborate his first 
impression, of their being of the highest rank* The 
far stretching tracts of the Hartz bordered on seve- 
ral sovereign states^ He knew the antler«badge 
of its chase had been presented by the duke his 
master to most of them ; and the young men be- 
fore him, might well -belong to anyone of those 
princely houses. Once, indeed, a certain contour 
in the figure of the eldest chasseur had struck him 
with a resemblance to his own lord — the veteran 
Duke of Brunswick Luneburg, when he was at the 
same age ; but the face was so totally dissimilar, 
he dismissed the idea^ though with a feeling, that 
if such should be the quality of his guests, be was 
not^rry their disinclination to disclose themselves, 
sjjpPd hifli the trouble of court ceremony at his 
rustic board* 



CHAPTER II. 

All this while, the thunder rolling at a distance, 
continued to reverberate awfully amongst the hills; 
and the descending floods, without abating, still 
poured against the deep-bayed windows, rebound- 
ing from the huge jetting stone-work, with the vio- 
lence and noise of a sea struggling for admittance. 
At one of the most furious gusts, the great outward 
door being suddenly opened, a rush of wind with 
* ' * ' 
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rain Vkt a cataract, bnrst into the ehtrance*tiall, 
and fbrcifig asunder Ae heavy folding doors of the 
interior apartment, the party within heard voices in 
the court-yard shoutnig for lights, and calting 
loudly on the stranger to beware of the tank. The 
forest-master now recollected that Raoul had an- 
nounced four travellers ; ami stung with a he 
ble pang at his own forgetfulness, without Bf 

to his other guests for abruptly starting froni^ 

seat, he was hastening out to seek their companion, 
when the object of his self-reproach entered the 
hall. 

The aspect of this stranger made the veteran 
pause on his step for a moment, and then advance 
to greet him, with that sense of the presence of a 
superior, which compels an instant homage not on- 
ly of the manner but the mind ; a homage, that 
elevates the person who bestows it, merit alone be- 
ing its object ; and none can pay it, who ^o not 
themselves deserve some portion of the tribute- 
Spielberg did not ask himself, ^^ Who is thisig— 
Of his name he might continue ignorant ; buH^ 
saw, the person who approached bim was not mere- 
ly what soldiers call a man of service^ but one whom 
nature formed to command. His demeanour sfi^w- 
ed the right was granted him. He, too, seemed in 
the spring of life ; perhaps even junior to his dark- 
browed associate; who, with all bis evident 
knowledge of the world, and air of gloomy self- 
-dependence, retained something of the greenness of 
unmoderated youth ; while a cnastened fire shone 
in the looks of this person, and a station appeared 
in his carriage, which, whatever might be his birth, 
spoke a noble Durpose in life : the ah* of dignity 
that surrounded nim was its consequence. No as- 
sumption was needed ; nor were, there any appear* 
ance of his thoughts being employed one way or 
other on the subject. He uttered his thanks for th^ 
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apologies and proffered civilities of the forest-mas- 
ter, with the simple frankness of a man really 
obliged ; and looking towards his friends, congra- 
tulated them, with a smile, on their comfortable - 
quarters* He was dripping with the second de- 
Ju^^e had passed under from the stables. 
^J^^^kyoungest of the party was walking about 
Jj^HpRnivWith the buoyant love of movement be- 
^OT^ing to his years; but his brother, and his com- 
panion, had thrown themselves into high-backed 
elbow chairs, at the distance of the baron^s table 
from the fire,now in full furnace. Haifa dozen dogs, 
of various choice breeds, lay stretched amongst tne 
rushes which strewed its ample hearth ; while the 
burning reflections cast from two immense brazen 
columns flanking it, set the whole of that quarter of 
the hall in a seeming blaze. One of these monu- 
ments proved to be a copy from the great goal 
of the games on the banks of the Bosphorus; 
the other, terminating in a point, and hung with old 
aropfllir highly burnished, owed its original to Je- 
ru^Iem. The youn^ chasseur had drawn near the 
latter, when Ruthard re-entered with the last guest ; 
and. the veteran's eye falling on the gazing posi- 
tion of the animated boy, his recent sympathy with 
his former story,, drew the old man again to his 
side ; who was not a little pleased at being instant- 
ly asked the meaning of such extraordinary pieces 
of furniture. Ruthard proudly replied, that '^ both 
columns had been brought from the east, centuries 
Dack ; and placed here \n honour of an ancient lord 
offhe domain, well known for his great exploits in 
that famous land." This excited more questions, 
a||l more answers, till the long stories of each tro- 
were duly repeated, in a low voice, to the 
Sng and attentive listener* 
leanwhile, the dripping cavalier disencumbered 
l%nself of his wet cloak* It bore no mark of th^ 
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chase; but the baron, with a cordial glow of «>t* 
dierly'brotherhood, perceived that hia under gar^ 
menls were entmly militarj* A kind of half dress, 
consisting of a perfomed leather doublet; witl^ a 
large steel gorget, curiously inlaid with an im- 
presse, but in characters beyond the decr^*"""^ — 
of his host. A scarlet embroidered scarf 
his shoulder, while a gold chain of 
weight and magnificence, suspended a small ir 
bound wooden cross from his neek* His belt con- 
tained a brace of long pistols; and a ponderous 
sword hung at his side, so plainly mcNinted, tkere 
could be no doubt the value lay more in the metal 
than the ornament. The spurs at his heels jiogled 
on the fl€K>r as he stepped: which noTelt^, asA the 
baron been as familiar with aK>dem as with ancient 
military practice, might have hinted to him the 
Dame of his guest; — the young field<martial, who 
made the first use of his mfluenee in the army, to 
lessen the miseries of war, not only to man but to 
beast ! and amongst other ameliorations, he in- 
vented this sort of rowel, to stimulate without gor^ 
ing the generous animals he rode to the field. 

As 60<m as he drew near his friends, they en- 
Quired about his horse. It had proved- less hurt 
than he expected ; and his humanity leading him 
at the same time to examine theirs, he told them 
the result. While the diseourse continued thus 
more exclusively^ amenfist themselves, Spielberg 
turned his attention to the hither end of the hal^ 
where supper was preparing; and whenr duly 
spread with the best of his forest fare, venison, 
wild boar, and wmes from the Rhinegau, he came 
forward to invite his quests to Uie board ; addr^s- 
ing himself first to Ae cavalier, who, howewr, 
declined the seat of honour. The personage wo 
wore the hidden star, threw himself, with a deri* 
sive smile, into a chajv at- the bottom of the tab§^ 



wImIc^ tbf elder chasMnr, not seattiog to ngutd 
wbcceho^ tvas placed, took tiie vacant beat at the 
ririit jiaod of tbe baton* The yoeoger stiU lincer* 
ed Bear.vtfae bistoriogcapber of the brazeii pflSir; 
and wfa^D be answeEeo his brother's suanions to 
the taJ^le, that he was bearing a 4ale of chivahry^ 
~*^- -'idsbrowed knight at its foot exclaimedi 
pr. pledge to its maaes I Hard blows are 
;>fe likely to soil^ than improve eoais of no- 




mtj. 
"If 




^^' returned the joutb^ ^ we are siore eb^ 
them who fattreisbed ours* Besides,^' 
td be 40 4hecavaUer^ as be took bis seat 
ie him, ^ these old sl(^iea reaiiod me of my 
dear, brother far awayv and he does not fear sou* 
inffbis co^yin anj^ mid of modem 4ay P 

The cavaliar smiled his replw 

The forest-master^ meanwnilei as his guests did 
hoRonr to his boards hdped. them with hespitafale 
alacrity from the smiling haunch. More exhausts 
ed by eold and long fasting than absolute fatigue, 
the comfortable shdter they bad found, and the 
present good cbeer^ seemed to re-vigorate in spirit 
and bc^y the whole party. Even the chilling re- 
genre of the elder chasseur dissolved under the 
gm%l inflooAce ; and he joined the ankiated dls» 
course of the hom% by eulegisiiig the ma^ii£k:ent 
scenery tb^ had been travdling through, tiH just 
beft»« the darkening storm shut out the lancbcape, 
and bewtktored himself and his ^mpanions in the 
maze p( rocky glens and precipitous woods* 

The kn^f f^ the star did not so sooa a^ct 
bis flask and treneher ; but the cavalier often for* 
got both, wh^ remarking on the happy aiqpect of 
the whole country b^weeft the farthest Saxon 
bank of the Hbe, and the bordera of the Ocher, 
the romantic and wizard stream of the Hartz« He 
drew a comparison beti^it ibis forest district and 
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those of Bohemia, and Austrian Gennan;^: and 
well he might ; for in those immense imperial wil- 
dernesses, totally abandoned to the chase, the 
wide silent solitude is seldom animated with sign 
of life^ except where the deer are scared from 
their browse, or the wild boar from his lair, by 
tbeprivileged hunters and their dogs. Then, indc^, 
may be Mard the plaintive bleat of the one,- or 
savage growl of the other, returned by the echoes* 
Sometimes, also, hordes of outlaws command the 
remote passes of those vast deserts ; but neidier 
spade nor ploueh break the soil of their haunts, 
nor the voice of cheerful labour thdr gloomy re- 
tirement. In the Hartz, on the contrary, large 
tracts in fine cultivaUon, were seen every where, 
routine the desert of its barren heaths and savage 
animals. Farms, vineyards, and the village church, 
had displaced the den of the robber; and the 
rough-hewn wooden cross no longer marked the 
tif)Ot of the lonely traveller's murder. 

While the conversation ran thus, the countenance 
of the forest-master, to whom it was principally ad- 
dressed, underwent a variety of changes. Proud 
of the good old caust^ to the success of which he at- 
tributed every advantage described, he did not in- 
terrupt the last speaker in a parallel th^waroaed 
his heart; but at its close, he eagerly- r^^ed,/^ So 
it is ! and all the effect of a pure religion ! the only 
sure ground of good laws and rational freedom ; in 
short, not the profession only, of Christianity, but 
thepractice." 

The dark-browed traveller looked abruptly up 
frcTO' his' trencher, and asked whether he meant 
the Roman CathoHc, or the Lutheran, or What 
other practice t • Whil^ he spoke, he directed his 
eye fell on the iron cross at 'the breast of the 
cavalier* 

The baron, in a surprise, hardly kpew how to 



answer* He felt, that no such explanation would 
have been required, were the company what he 
had supposed them J that it could not have been 
put in the presence of any Prince of Brunswick ; 
and he was at a loss what to thiuk of the marked 
reference of the moody speaker,lo the ever sacred, 
Mt now disputed, emblem worn, b^r the cavalier* 
fie who owned it, though unobservuig the suspici* 
ous glance which pointed the doubt, did not lose 
the wondering gaze with which his young com- 
panion was regarding the query, or rather the ir- 
reverent caretesshess with which it was put ; and 
also perceiving the instant expression which over- 
clouded the open countenance of their host, this 
true knight of the cross, with a double solicitude, 
on account of the impression on the ductile mind 
of the one, and the probable vague opinion of 
their principles on the other,— rafter a pause, as if 
awaitmg the reply of the baron, broke the si- 
lence: — 

^^ To me,^' $aid he, with a gentle bow to their 
host, 'Hhe definition is sufficiently{explicit ; at least 
I understand it in this way,— ^that by whatever 
name we call the mode of our religion, if the pure 
spirit of Christianity be the raide of its professors, 
whether princes or people, there must be recipro- 
cal justice; which includes every freedom with 
which human nature cpn be safely trusted. The 
Roman Catholic faith was not always what it now 
is. Pure in its origin, it became obscured by the 
blinding purposes of evil men, a disgrace to the 
priestiiood, who bough; and sold the human con- 
science^ Princes and people being left, in conse- 

3uence, to their own diptrkened passions, the one 
egeperated into selfish despots, the other became 
int^srested slaves. The vices of either class I need 
not descant on* But when the Holv Scriptures 
were brought jfrom the dust of the cloister, light 
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again broke over the mystety of bumaa wretched- 
ness* Men had the means to compare their con* 
duct with the standard of God ; and seeing their 
relative duties to Him, and to their fellow crea- 
tures, found that religion was virtue, and virtue 
happiness/' 

^ Yes, noble sir," returned Spielberg ; " and thus 
the liberal spirit of the restored faith, — for you 
justly ejcplain it so— having converted the arbitra- 
ry dictation of our hereditary lords, into an equi- 
table guardianship of their people from every 
species of oppression whatever; and aware tbat 
force may maintain the right of individuab^ but law 
is the defence <f all! they secured our liberty of 
conscience by the ever memorable Peace of tteli- 
gion : — a happy issue of the confession of the Pro- 
testant faith, made not a century ago in presence 
of the Emperor^ and under the auspices of the 
brave and pious fathers of this very bpuse !" 

The baron bad felt the pulses of his old heart 
beat as in the davs of his youth while iistenins to, 
and answering the cavalier. But the elder chas- 
seur, for some reason regretting the discussion, in- 
terrupted further response by agratulatory rema^ 
on the swords and pikes of former* days, being 
now transformed into plough-shares and pruning 
hoolcs ; ^^ giving peace," said he, ^^ to man ano 

hem !''. 

" Ecce signiMn /" returned the knight of the star 
with a shrug, glancing; first at the warlike accou- 
trements of the cavalier, and then on the full armed 
walls of the apartment. — Tndeed every species of 
sylvan weapon were there; bows and arrows, 
couteaux de chasse, hunting spears, and fowling 
pieces, of all pf^riods and fabrics. The most an- 
cient were arranged in. the^ fashion ^ of a state ar- 
moury, io stars and pther devices ; while thos^ for 
daily use stood nearer hapd, in the ready ran]<;^4 



file of well-prepared arms. Antlers, stag-heads, and 
other spoils of the chase, filled up the interstices; 
and here and there large pannelled pictures to the 
same effect, in heavy carved frames of black oak, 
occupied the broader spaces in the dusky wains- 
coat; which, however, stretched only half-way 
up the massive stone-work of the wall, relinquish- 
ed for ages, in that higher region, to the display of 
elk sculls, rein-deer horns, and other forest tro- 
phies from distant lands, branching to the utmost 
cove of the groined, roof,- where cobwebs knit them 
together. 

" I never could have conceived this old lodge so 
formidable a den !" resumed the elder chasseur, 
following the roll of his companion's eyes with his 
own, and rising with him. 

" Very probably,'* remarked the baron, " it be- 
longs to the race of the lion ; and something more 
than a tincture of his blood may be required to ' 
relish his tracks." 

There was a turn in the veteran's countenance 
when he uttered this, that brought a flush over the 
cheek of the last speaker ; and collecting his form- 
er restrained air, ne might have sunk again into 
cold silence, had not his dark-browed coadjutor, 
now mounted ittto his very alt ofscorn, pointed to 
a gigantic figure in bas relief at the opposite side 
of the hall, and sarcastically asked, whether that 
were not his shaggy m*ajesty's portrait ? It was the 
effigy of an armed man, and carved in cedar wood. 
The face, in broad front, wore a huge mass re- 
sembling a wig or helmet, surmounted by a sort 
of diadem; whence some towering crest, now 
Ibroken oflf, formerly emerged. A full curling 
beard, parted on the breast, might very excusably 
have been taken for a lion's mane; while the 
royal owner proved his manhood, by holding a 
sword in one hand, and a Saracen's nead in. the 
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other. The ftirthw history of tl^e image, which 
Spielberg indeed regarded as one of his household 
gods, might possibly have been elucidated by the 
complete insignia of Asiatic warfare, and armorial 
'scutcheons cut in the rugged sculpture of the frame ', 
but the questioner not seeming inclined to take 
that trouble, turned to their host for a reply.' The 
baron, offended with the growing derision of one 
at least, rather sternly made answer : — 

" That is Richard of England ! a prince, indeed, 
of the same tcmoer. But Henry, the lion of 
Brunswick, of the olood and spirit of the Fowler^ he 
stands yonder at the hither end of the halL His 
foot is on the neck of idolatry, Krodo, the great 
idol of the Baltic shores ; whose altar, brought to 
this place, in memory of the victory gave its name 
to the adjacent mountain. The right hand of the 
chief rests on the model of a Christian church, 
which he built as a still nobler monument; a beau- 
tiful female captive kneels at his feet; and his left 
hand holds the sceptre of half Germany." . 

.''Till a stronger arm took it!" muttered the 
knight to himself, while he and his companion me- 
chanically proceeded with Spielberg towards thg 
object of his narration. " Tnis fair captive was a 
prmcess of the conquered Sclavi, and the victor be- 
stowed her in marriage on a helmed knight in his 
rear," continued the baron. 

This ^ory was begun within hearing of the 
youngest of the party ; who, on nhe rest leaving 
the table, had engaged in assisting the cavalier to 
dry some papers he found soaked through in the 
pouche of bis vest; but the youth no sooner caught 
the words of the baron in passing the hearth, than 
he was drawn also amongst his a^udience. The 
dark-browed commentator was then amusing him- 
self with whimsical remarks, uttered in his usual 
morose tone, on the grotesque design and ruder 
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workmanship of the whole piece ; the elder chasseur' 
having indeed mistaken the most prominent feature 
of the kneeling beauty, for some spiked appendage 
to the elbow of her mailed lover. But soon as the 
sarcastic knight found his younger companion at 
his side, he turned abruptly to him, andaemanded' 
— ^^ whether he really thought those ^im person- 
ages, were in fact truer heroes, than his olcf friend 
of the nursery, the-giant-killer? Both history and 
fairy tales, in his mind, had their magnifying glass.**' 
^* Baron! You will answer himf — was the re- 
ply ,-^The forest-master turned on the speakers; 
and the ingenuous face of the hitter, looking on 
him itt the confidence of a kindly response, disarm- 
ed him of the displeasure he was fast accumulating 
against some of the company. The elder chasseur 
too, as if solicitous to make some amends for his 
share in a seeming, ingratitude to their host's po- 
liteness, observed — that " those worthies had been 
buried so long, it ought not to surprise him, when he 
found persons, not particularly interested in their 
memories, had either forgotten, or knew very little 
about them :-^And something of this being our 
case," added he," I would thank Baron Spielburg 
lo indulge my brother with the legend ?" 

"Young men," returned the veteran, "whoever 
ye may be, and however rude these effigies are, 
they represent persons whose claims to your reve- 
rence, rest on veritable history, not on vague le- 
gends. — They are, indeed, the poor memorials of 
two of the noblest works of God ; and their exam* . 
pie belongs to all mankind: a great prmce, the 
champion of the church, and the father of his peo- 
ple! and a no less renowned * hero, also a sove- 
reign, who carried the banner of Christ to the 
most distant infidel shores. — Richard Coeur de Li- 
on of Bn^and, and our lion-hearted Henry, were 
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near kinsmen ;-^in fact, their united bleed fills the 
brave vein^ of my master, and his pliant sons \P 

While the baron was speaking with the rapidity 
of enthusiastic recollections, the youngest of his 
auditors found a hand on his shoulder, and looking 
round, saw it to be the cavaJier's ; who, at the re- 
petition of the names of the two heroes, had risen 
fcom his seat, and came forward — ^' George,^^ said 
he, in an under tone, '^ this is the sound of the 
trumpet !" 

The youth answered with a bright glance, while 
their host proceeded in the same excited strain, to 
recount the descent of Henry of Brunswick from 
a race of ancestors, whose brave lineage had 
mingled in the depths of time with that of Armini- 
us. Lords, indeed, of a vast wooded region from 
the Danube to the ocean, and by a right ancient as 
their bulwarks; in these very forests they had 
made Varus and bis legions pay the forfeit of their 
lives, for having attempted to put Roman chains on 
Germian necks." 

'^ Yes ! and no true descendants of their blood 
can listen to the spirit in these woods,'* exclaimed 
the cavalier, " and ever suffer a modem Csesar to 
repeat the yoke of Rome, either upon their civil 
liberties or conscience." 

The baron's honest countenance expanded at 
this remark; and directing his discourse especially 
to his youngest listener, he proceeded to say — that 
" on this very principle, the chiefs of that family 
had always acted 5 whether, like Henry the Fow- 
ler, they were themselves elected to the imperial 
throne ; or, like Henry the Lion, with the less os- 
tentatious title of duke, ruled over an extent of 
country more than dividing power with the empire 
itself. From the Elbe to ^e Rhine, from the Bai- 
lie to the Medit€|rranean, his :sway was acknow- 
ledged ; and his alliance sought by the greatest po- 
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teotates of Europe; but the attraction of similar 
virtues directbg him to England, he there took to 
vife the sister of the UoQ-hearted Richard. 

^^ Liike that right-worthy sharer of so magnani- 
mbus a title,'' continued the narrator, ^^ our valiant * 
Henry became a knight of the cross ; rescuing the 
new proselytes of Christianity on the shores of the 
Baltic, from the exteros^inating pagan rites bequeath- 
ed to their oppressors, by their early conquerors 
from old Rome : — and thus he established an em- 
pire from sea to sea, even more in the Jbearts than 
the territories of his subjects." 

George felt, as the Baron proceeded, there wa's 
more real chivalry in one page of these "veritable 
histories,'', than in all the romances he had ever 
read, from Amadis de Gaul to the brave princes of 
Arcady. He listened with avidity to how the Ger- 
man hero trod in the English king's steps to the 
Holy Land; defending -^the weak, and succouring 
the afflicted. How he endowed the charitable hos* 
pitalities of the Knights Templars, with rich o^r«^ 
ings from his own abundant mines in the Hartz ;, ^ 
and how, having performed some signal service to 
Manual the Greek emperor, he rejected the finest 
jewels of the imperial crown, and accepted the 
brazen pillar of the hall, in memory of the exploit. 

"But it was not by crusades nor conquests," con- 
tinued Spielberg, " that Henry the Lion acquired 
his best fame, fie tramsformei naked wastes into 
fertile fields. Villages he expanded to towns ; and 
where a barren beach exposed a few fishing huts 
to the unchecked violence of a turbulent sea, he 
established the great maritime emporium of Lu- 
beck. Munich, the capital of Bavaria, ©wed its 
<»*igin to him ; and he reared the now magnificent 
city of Luneburg from the ground. Thus, by the 
true policy of maintaining his power, by the wel- 
fare of iis pco|)le 5 protecting, the rights he^lowd 



44 HXrttE CHBISTIAK 

or bestowed, by his laws and fiis arms; the ihte^- 
grity of his dominions remained for many years an 
example to posterity. But evil days tried the for- 
titude of this great prince* The Emperor became 
jealous of his power, and the neighbouring princes 
envied it« One volunteered to strike the iirst 
blow—'' 

" Aye^'' interrupted the daf k-browed traveller, 
with a. smile of bitterness, ^your Leo was not al- 
ways to have the ascendant! — The bright bear 
rose ! — and«4ias set — ^but, in the wheel of time, it 
may rise again!" *. 

Spielberg observed the speaker's hand, as if By 
an irresistible impulse, press the half*concealed 
crested bear-paw on his pistol's head, to his breast 
' as he spoke ; and then he could not but suspect that 
he saw in him, one who felt aflSnity with the first 
enemv of his master's house. 

" If your astrology be portentous," continued the 
baron, " it is to be hoped the race of the bear, is 
more worthy to supplant the lion than their proge- 
nitor ! The usurpation he then made of another's 
rights, gave the lesson which taught other princes, 
to usurp those of his posterity." 

The traveller did not reply ; and Spielberg con- 
tinued his discourse, by remarking, that when ad* 
versity assailed Henry the Lion, it did not wait 
long before it attacked his royal namesake also. 
" Both," added he, " passed tnie ordeal, like gold 
through the furnace, proving . the true- metal, and 
rivetting their friendship the stronger. When per- 
secuted by the tyrafit of the empire, and over- 
reached by the cunning and ambitious springs of 
Bcrnhardof Brandenburg^ not unaptly surnamed 
the Bear, Henry received means of [defence fi*om 
his brother of England ; and when Richard was 
made prisoner by the treachery of Austria, the 
two sons of Henry of Brunswick gave themselves 
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hostages for hit miuiom ! That rode piece of dki* 
sellbg,'' observed the narrator, pointing to a figure 
carved in the huge frame-woTK of the colossal 
group, ^^ represents Otho, the eldest of the bro* 
thers* He is there in imperial robes, having been 
afterwards emperor. The eflBgy on the left, armed 
cap-a-pee, is Willllm the other son; surnamed 
Fair Sword^ from the purity of his honour ; and of 
Winchester^ from having been born in that English 
city, when his illustrious parents were the guests 
of Coeur de Lion. William espoused a prmcess 
of Norway. We have still old tales of 'his valour 
and her beauty, which erected them into the idols 
of Germany ; and from them, in a direct line, 
springs my gallant master, William Duke of Bruns- 
wick Luneburg!^' 

" My father !" exclaimed the youngest of his 
auditors ; whose luminously agitated countenance, 
like summer lightning, for some time had been 
giving notice to the observing eye of the cavalier 
of this explosion ;'^nd unable any longer to control 
the proua delight with which he j&und himself 
descended from two such heroes, in the burst of 
his feelings he grasped the hand of the brave nar- 
rator with a fervour that could not be mistaken. 
The good old soldier's heart swelled too big for 
•Iterance, and bowing his grey locks upon the 
youthful glowing hand that clasped his, he kissed 
it ardently — then, for a few moments, walked 
away. . 

Tnere was. a general pause, till the frowning ad- 
vocate of the Bear broke it, by a whisper to the 
6lder chasseur; who immediately turned with a 
severe reproof to his brother, on so unnecessary a 
disclosure of themselves. 

" Forgive me, Ernest ?" replied he, wiping away 
the tear that sparkled in his eye from a sort of 
emotion he had never felt before; "but bad my 
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life been the forfeit of that exclamation, I could 
not have helped it." 

The cavalier, without attending to the displea- 
sure of the elder prince, suddenly pressea the 
. younger in his arms. He did not say any thing ; 
but the warm throb George met there, confirmed 
the newly-kindled flame in his soul, never to be ex- 
tinguished. 

When the baron rejoined them, his veteran face 
was all smiles, while the dew of a deeper sensi- 
bility ^listened in Jhe furroy s of his cheeks* He 
owneSfi that more than once durmg the evenihgni 
suspicion had crossed him, that one at least of his 
master^s sons then honoured the old lodge with his 
presence. "It was not my business to invade the 
concealment I found," said he ; '' but it is every 
man's duty to speak worthily of his benefactors, 
whether dead or living; and occasion, once or 
twice, seeming to demand it of me this evening, 
(and his eye glanced on his sarcastic guest,) I bore 
the witness I must ever testify of the truly illus- 
trious parentage, sans peur^ sans reproche^ whence 
you derive your being!"" With the last words, 
his heart, and his venerable head, bowed to the 
cavalier. 

A scarlet suffusion passed over the whole of that 
noble countenance; a cloud also for a momen? 
darkened his brow ; but it fled before the sudden 
fire of his eyes, when he. replied — and in a tone 
his peculiar characteristic, mild, manly, sweet, but 
unanswerably decisive ; " Baron ! in me you are 
mistaken. I am a soldier of fortune. Tnese are 
the sons of your Duke Vi and he looked on the two 
brothers. 

Spielberg continued to steadily regard him.— 
H^nad not even then named himself; but the vete- 
ran again feh there was no need of any announce- 
ment, to assure him he was then in the company o{ 
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some ODe of those celebrated captaiaS) who, uniting 
the impetuous heroism of youth with tlie sagacious 
observation of experience, had lately made tyranny 
tremble from the south to the east; — and repeating 
the bend of his hoary hairs, with redoubled respect 
to the young and modest chief before him, made 
answer : — 

" I do not apologize to either party,'' said he, 
^^ for mistaking that port, and the principles con- 
nected withit, for those of my master^s second 
son, Christian of Brunswick! For, since his valor 
has assisted Henry of Navarre, in giving security 
to the Hugonots of France, I deemed it not impro- 
bable he might now be passing this way, to sheath 
bis disinterested sword in the hall of his fathers." 

"We miist not talk of a disinterested sword 
here !" replied the cavalier ; " the extended cause, 
of which the Hugonots are only a part, is the in- 
terest of every man. Hence, wherever a true arm 
is yet to be stretched in its defence, there we roust 
seek Christian of Brunswick. Here, indeed, is 
peace, but much remains for the peace of Chris- 
tendom." 



CHAPTER III. 

The youthful hero, whom these, his aged and 
young compatriots, united to eulogize, was, as the 
baron observed, the second son of William, Duke 
of Celle and Luneburg; the then most revered 
branch of the widely spreading stem of Brunswick. 
The family of Celle acquired this pre-eminence, 
not only on account of its more extensive territory, 
arid ih:^ consummate leaders' it had produfed to the 
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defence of Germany, but it was renowned all over 
Europe in memory of its chief Ernest the Confes- 
sor, having been the first duke whose state embrac- 
ed the doctrines of Luther, and afterwards main- 
tained their scriptural authority against the whole 
bigotry and persecutions of the papal arm. From 
that time, whenever circumstances made the de- 
mand, the same spirit shewed itself in one or other 
of his race; but now it was with Prince Christian 
that it seemed to abide in fullest measure. 

During most of these remarks, Ernest, who was 
this early heroes eldest brother, remained silent ; 
while the soul of George, still all ear, told from his 
eyes its commentary. 

Their dark:browed companion, with some aspe- 
rity, obsierved, that " Prince Christian's foreign 
fame, was more likely to injure than promote the 
pure Protestant cause, in a 6erman field ; jealousy 
being natural, with grave spirits, against religious 
argument, or military steadiness, learnt in a French 
campP 

"Envy, alone, will ever dictate such a senti- 
meatP answered the baron, warmly. * 

" And no man who really knows him, can envy 
the reputation of Christian of Brunswick from any 
feeling of jealousy,'' rejoined the cavalier. " His 
religious princi|)res are proved by his practice ; 
his military steadiness, by the purpose of his life ; 
and, for bis personal qualities, they stand in no 
man's way, but rather assist the rising of all who 
dare the same track. Pardon something of ego- 
tism, in what I am going to say. But being what 
I.told you, baron,— a soldier of fortune, — ^ray hap- 
py fortune has put it in my power to bear aconcIu« 
sive testimony to this part of our «mbject«" 

The knijght of the Bcar's-paw, whose doubting 
8hru|[, besraes his former observation, had extort- 
ed this from the cavalier, exclaimed^ " I know I 



am a st^ infidel against whatever wontd vaunt 
human consistency beyond what I have experien* 
ced.^— I am honest in declaring, I think Christian 
of Brunswick a man — and therefore to be looked 
to.— ^You will pardon me, princes !" continued he, 
to the brothers, " sincerity is my castle." 

** Your den !" answered the eldest, with a smile. 
• " Aye, my den !'' replied the haughty descen- 
dant of Bernhard ; and not displeased at the im- 
plied reference to his once powerful ancestor, he 
added, ^^and having ventea my growl, proceed 
-yon with your proofs \^ 

The cavalier, like all who knew him, privileged 
this moody man, and smiling his assent to the 
seeming command, turned to the baron, and re« 
sumed — 

• " When Prince Christian, then a mere youth, 
jBrst appeared in the plains of Hungary agamst 
the Turks, I, too, a stripling, bore arms in the 
same field. — ^We were not personally acquainted ; 
but he afterwards generously remarked, when a 
prince's sufirage might be a ladder for a subaltern 
step — ^that he had then observed my spurs were 
no colder than his own. — But at that time, neither 
of us had found opportunity of ^distinguishing our* 
selves beyond the common tracks of duty. 

" One day, however, the leading of a forlorn- 
hope of great importance was to be appointed. 
My heart took fire, perhaps, with something more 
than ambition. The tent of our c<»nmander was 
crow(kd with youn^ men likely to be chosen ; 
my eagerness precipitated me before the rest, and 
I volunteered the service. Anc^her stepped for- 
ward at the moment, but the agitation I was in 
prevented me discerning who it was, or even dis- 
tinguishing the voice that made the samte peti- 
tion. 

VOU I. ■' -^ ^ 5'- ' . ' ^ ■ . J . i ) 



^l fimm^fMrn^ with bcHbJ? re«iim»d.(jb» geAr 
^ISls. " b«t VQH, .nrince Christian^ bj^j blr(l^^,and. 
iD^piay clai^ft this tc^ibl^ expiBdUion^-r-it-j^MI ; 
ffajhr deipfiQ^ iu For terrible^ I must warp. you, , 
it will b^; to^ wrest a post from the eBemj^he. 
knows commands the key of the campaign! — r 
Tkokikt or the atchievement ! There is na medi- 
luPs/priDce^r-^rwouId gire thp bravest veteran id 
oiir army an hour, to consider of it.*^ 

" The tumn^t inmy hi^^m, during, this addres?^ 
^ng$g.ed me too muQh.to think.of leaving. ^tke 
spot, which I ought to hav^ done immediMe)y« 
But the instant ow com^an^er ceased ^tpiaklog* 
dinsUan, whose more composed spirits ha^d been 
observing, my emotion* with all the generous,, im*? 
pulse of which, perhaps, only he is folly capable, 
respectfully answered,, ^ GeHfeiral, I dare not , ac- 
<^^t vour preferfttce*. Tbat.youj)g;^mai|. volun* 
t^^Q .befiM'e vm^; ^nd I should,, indeed^ : fear to 
perfsbi:di4 I rebhim of his just pre^ede^ce^? 

' ^ A jvague. murwir ran through the teat* . Chris* 
tian:h^d(Pottb<)ni found lucone opportunitiesi for sig- 
naM^ipg himself) than, aryr of tne commonest rank 
thcire. present ; thereforiQy the risk was something 
to hif reput^iQii)) in thus seeming to recede from 
an emincAtly perilous .undertaking* . But opinioii 
knewhifi too > well, .to. doubt his courage* It was 
the bopQur .he relinquished^ . And to one who— ia 
shprt, he resi^d :to a nameless volunteer^ this 
brilliant. occasHui of • distinguishing himself before 
the leyes of the firlK captains in Europe* I was 
sui^pespli^ -^-^^^^ * 

The.^valier panfied for a moment^ to subdue the 
bating, of his, hk^ wbickyj on these : reiiieo]^ran* . 
CBSi^bfigMK 10 unsteady bis vokie*. Thai traaqwilr . 
lii^hef fdded, M >e ealm^ but uo^ km impre8«iv/e . 
tone,^ The honours I then acquired I felt hardly piy , 
own* I seensed to bave rifled them from Cbrifitiw^ 



^'miiih^mt^t^ffXllmifiy upM me, tfll ^A^Btifit^ 

ty WMg6ltM)€dilitoi«iGMkidi#fieldof RaaK It 

' ^'HinBttf 'theniife fer tonotir. I reoov^^ bkn from 

- tbe eii^ttiy, kt^he expence of befaijg disabled helf 

the irest of the catnpakB; attd, ever ftii§ce,.8e(ML- 

irated or near, we hsive had but o&e^ heart.'' 

While the cavalier was speaking, George did not, 
as before, sit driiikiag in every word that fell,'with 
his newly awakened soul seen in bis^eioquent cd^n- 
tenance. He leaned his head upon the table^ 
listening indeed, and full of thickly coming 
thoughts. The remarks of the brave Spielberg, 
on this comprehensive trait in the character of his 
master's son, may well be guessed ; but he would 
have been glad to have gathered also, from the 
narrative, who he was whose frank disclosure 
shewed how well he merited the sacrifice. During 
4he' recital, his black-browed companion sat with a 
seeming morose indifference, though, now and then, 
a glan&e from under his pent lids, sufficiency evin-* 
' ced he felt something else than satisfaction in the 
subject. 

The Tuention of Raab dtew on some general re- 
marks from the baron. On the singularly desperate 
^character of that campaign ; in the midst of which 
^ discourse, the warning bell for evening prayer rang 
from the great tower of the lodge, sounding, amongst 
the yet sweeping gusts of the subsiding storm, 
with dull and heavy clangour. All present were 
aware of its import ; those exercises of piety be- 
iiig regular, even in the wildest abodes of men, 
wherever the reformed religion was professed : but 
the usual mihister for such ordinances not having 
appear^, Prince Ernest enquired who would per- 
form the service, and was answered, the pastor Or- 
pitz ; a veneYable Lutheran refugee from the old 
persecutions on the Rhine, who having tost two 
«TO8, and nearly his 0*6 Kfe also,, in tho^e WRj> 



.titteSi Wl found, an asjium in tbk r^mxA^Jt^m^t 
passing his yfears in almost monastic seclusMp . 

" His eyes were mjvred by a pifitol shot, in the 
tumult where his sons perished," continued the ba- 
ron ; " and now become totally blind, he seldom 
leaves his apartment but to perform the duties of 
religion.'' 

A narrow arched door, near the eflSQr of Coenr 
de Lion, was opened by Ruthard, who brought 
lights for the chambers, and set them on the table, 
to be ready when service should be over. The moo- 
dy personage of the party took up one, and with a 
sullen bow to his host, remarked, that as Calvin and 
Luther had some points to settle with each other, as 
well as with the Pope, he must be excused in re- 
tiring to his own vespers. With the word, he pass- 
ed beyond the high carved Gothic screen, which 
protected the fireside quarter of the hall from the 
side of entrance; and as he disappeared, the ba- 
ron, with a question in his eyes, looked on Prince 
Ernest. 

" I see your surprize," returned he, " but our 
companion professes the faith of Geneva ; and, 
though thus shewing more prejudice, perhaps, than 
knowledge of his subject, he is nevertheless a warm 
advocate in the Imperial presence, for Protestant 
liberty of conscience ; hence, we may excuse his 
intolerance here !" 

'^ Pardon, but not excuse," returned Spielberg. 
'^ Schism amongst friends, is the worst species of 
enemy ; opening gaps, not merely to produce dis- 
union, but for argument to attack our principle." 

^' Baron," observed the cavalier, " with regard 
to earthly policy, doubtless our schisms in the 
church, may be destructive, because of tbe political 
, disunions tney produce; but they strengthen our 
faith in the foundation on which the church is sus* 
tained, because they prove its .solidity. Thejea- 



feitiy €^ tfe^ttftt^a^fadi i^refiiolts til lm»Ff&titi«fis ilii 
Ate dicitd bO(A8 ; tiifts eii^ry dot^ine; so tkat l&y 
dtevice brought fbrwikrd bj fenatkisin, ighdrafide^ 
Mr evil diesign, b eaiiTassed, and hdd* parallel Witk 
t)ie Striptures. By i\m means, though Luther and 
Calvih may dispute, stin the doetrine of Christians 
ty is 6ot the less found to be One, ahd unchangea- 
bly free from dlf taint of human contrivance^ The 
hottest opponents in opinion, are in fact the most 
irig^Iant guardiaris ovei- the purity of that divine 
t^statfifent, &om vrhich all date thenr tommon salva* 
tion. Yet, though Provid^tice thus turns, mortal 
infirmity to good account,! am far from deeming it 
^ reason for unduly encouraging the propensity to 
cavil and dissent. Men^s own fair judgments, or 
pride in dictating to others, are sufficient impulses 
of themselves. dvX it is a subject of wonder^ and 
to ad(^ with admiration, how the Almighty wisdom 
transforths every appsErently contrary circumstance 
in naiore, to man's ultimate advantage — and, if he 
does his part, to his el^ernal happiness.'^ 

^ I believe you are right,'' returned Spielberg, 
Willi an honest conviction in the smile of bis coun^ 
tenance ; " therefore I shall curb my own intole^ 
ranee against your Calvin friend, and proceed in 
peace to our orisons !" 

Ruthard annotmced the pastor bei^g in the cha» 
pel — a step was heard at the moment, moving as if 
on tip-toe behind the screen ; the cavalier looked 
tdwards it, and thought he saw the shadow of their 
moody companion on the opposite wall ; but con- 
cluding he must be mistaken, since he had so long 
i^ithdrawn, he made no remark, and turning to the 
summons, followed his host and the psstof the par* 
ty throiigh the little arched door, and along a low 
vaulted passage, into the chapeU 

This place of simple worship cotitained* no more 
coiBtly fuhiiture than a small cushioned desk, at 

VOL* u 5 * 
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vrhkh the aged nTuiist^ .stoo^v^HB dosed vaftd 
sightleM eyes shaded hfgtey hairs, wi^le.his a»- 
rene couDte»ance IxMre the marks of that holy light, 
whose beams shine inward. Benches, were, placed 
around, before which the rough sons of the forest 
*^ Vrere standing. The princes bowed to the minis* 
ter when they entered, as if his rayless vision 
could discern their homage; but he was alike un* 
conscious and un wishing of any homage being 
paid in that place to other than his God. At the 
sound of the advancine steps of the baron and his 

Sests, and particularhr on hearing the mailed 
)t of the cavalier, for his boots were heeled with 
iron," the reverend man turned his head towards the 
part of {the room where they were settling them- 
selves, and for a few seconds he appeared to look 
straight forward to the spot where the cavalier 
stood. . He then knelt down. All present did the 
^ame ; and a mioment of solemn stillness succeeded, 
while every soul was uttering its own inward pre- 
paratory prayer to the Almighty Father of tnem 
all. 

The minister then began his meek yet earnest 
petition ; and the scene, meanwhile, presented a 
siffht.that might well be called the peace ofiretigim; 
sublime in its simplicity, to see how strength and 
youth, and worldly distmction, then humbled thmn- 
selves at once before feeble old age, invoking the 
Cod of mercy for the only vital distinction, the pu- 
rification of their souls. On the same consecrated 
pavement knelt the hardy foresters with their 
odaster; opposite to them^^e brother prinees, with 
the. cavalier by their side. At the end of the 
prayer, the benedioUoa was giveA* and all rose with 
an orderly reverence which precluded noise^ but 
the cavalier's metal scabbard raA^ against the 
stone floor in regaiuing his erect position. Orpitz 
again turned his iace in that direction.. His coun- 
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teiia^iQe vMrliAid:iip ;: and r^mg \^kisf4%^ %i if 
some aiidk&iiial htvpc^Klioii w^re yet to bckoflified, 
every one stood atilK lb a low, haV^breaAed 
voice, he was then heard to say, — '*' O God ! keep . 
the foot of wat from' this land ! or save it from the 
blood of peaceful innocence T' 

" Amen,'' echoed the cavalier, in a response from 
the heart, which he thought none heard but the 
Being to^whom he addressed it, — but the quick ear 
of the blind, had caught the word ; and motioning 
to draw near the devout respondent, the cavalier, 
perceiving his intention, hastened to meet him. — 
The old man stopped, and with a receding move- 
ment, exclaimed—" nearly twenty years have pass- 
ed since I heard steps like those !" ^ « 

Geoi^e started forward, for the agitated speaker 
seemed ready to /all to the around ; and touching 
the pale emaciated hand, " Allow me, reverent sir,'' 
said he, " to lead you P' 

Orpitz trembled still more. — "Where am I?" 
cried he, " That should be the voice of William 
of Celle ! I heard it in the dreadful hour when he 
led me from sights of horror !" — The venerable man 
gasped for breath, but held by the prince, as if 
grasping one who was to save him from some pre- 
sent evil. 

" It is the voice <rf his son," returned George, 
with emotion. Before this reply was uttered, the 
baron had given a glance to his retainers to with- 
draw ; a signal which the most rugged of them 
obeved with a tear in his eye ; for all knew th6 , 
trial of faith which had fallen upon their venerable*'' 
» pastor. 

^ And do I live to toych a son of his,", ejaculated 
tb^ld man, with a convulsive sob ; ^' he who res*, 
cuw mine from the buming^stake, and carried me^.. 
blmded and insensible, from him I had beheld mur- 
desed 1— <-Never shall these eyes look on human face 



in Atrcf «Qr1n'trnitli anb ; hst to imielii-^ttttBU 
his sont—-^ Orercotne py his recolleetkms, tbe «!• 
tnost fainting speaker leaned against tbe4>reairt irf 
the young prince. 
SleaBfwmle the cavalier, who had obserred the 

Eainful associations connected with the soundB of 
is military apparel, fearine to stir, stood m amte 
compassion ; and Ernest, whispering a rapid ques- 
tion to ^e baron, of what this unexpected reference 
to their father meant, received an answer in the 
same under tone, — that the duke had rescued the 
venerable man from a horrid death, and a yet mo9e 
horrible spectacle, in the tumult where he lost his 
eyes ; *' but I will te}l you more,** added he, ** when 
the saintly victim is out of bearing*^ 

Ernest then approaching Orpitz, George put one 
of his %rotber's hands into the old man^s ; " This,'* 
said he, in a voice tremulous with rising tears, ^^this 
is my eldest brother. He also, would emulate my 
father in paying reverence here.** 

The meek sufferer pressed. the hand of the elder 
prince. — ^^ Baron," said he, ^ I heard the question 
just put to you. These noble young men do not 
know all I owe to their father. You will repeat it 
to them when I am gone to my room ; for you were 
present at it all ! Princes !'^ continued he, after a 
momentary pause of great adtation, "my prayers 
are answered, to kneel beside his race, and bless 
them ere I die. — Yonder, doubtless, is your brave 
brother, whose arms have already inherited his 
father^s anointed purpose — to keep the sword and 
the brand from again desolating our persecuted 
altars ! — Lead me to him, that I may breathe one * 
prayer over ye ajl P — ^While speaking, he seemed 
strengthened by the energy of his gratitude ; and 
directing the sustaining hands of the princes, ap* 
preached the cavalier. 
^ " I am not Christian of Brunswick *^ cried he, 
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'MHQVFv^s on his knee; ^biit blttuk hit cavse, Ttte- 
jprnole aervant of our divine master !— the cause of 
justice and mercy ! and in that prayer every son 
and fellow-creature of your earthly benefactor, 
ivill receive a benediction P 

"Yes! He was mv benefactor !" cried the old 
man, raisbg his sightless eves to heaven ; " a min-* 
istering an^el from the All-merciful ! — One child 
lay a bleeding corse before mv eyes ; but he pre- 
served my last martyr to breathe out his blameless 
spirit upon his father's breast ; and mine then felt 
a foretaste of my murdered children's eternal re- 
paration. — Yes, I will bless him ! — His cause will 
bless itself ! and O ! may the succour he gave to 
xne and mine, in that moment of extremity, be re- 
paid to his children's children ! may they ever be 
a bulwark to the weak and a refuge to the friend- 
less ; till the temporal glories of theur race be ex- 
c hanged for the eternal glories of the just made 
perfect /" When he uttered this, both princes kiss- 
ed with reverence the devout hands which rested 
on their heads. 

"Warrior!" added he, turning to the cavalier, 
" by your words you are a soldier of the truth ! 
May the answer to the centurion be on your peti- 
tions !" 

The cavalier put the pale hand to his lips which 
George had respectfully relinquished ; and Orpitz 
taking the arm of the baron with the other, while 
a saintly composure again settled over every fea- 
ture, walked with a steady thoueh slow step towards 
the door; Spielberg resigned him there to his 
usual attendant. — Silence remained with the guests 
till their host rejoined them ; and even then they 
followed him in the same awe-struck mood, back 
into the hall ; where Ernest, throwing himself into 
a chair, sat looking down, in deep meditation*-— 
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CHAPTERS 

^ Ov the banks of the Rhiae," repliedthe bamn ; 
^ but alas ! you must regard it a& OfAy oae of -a -sad 
aeries inflicted on our cause^ at that calamitous 
period of harsh intolerance ; a period vrhicbiaid 
Germanj in blood for nearly thirty yeara^-— Tl&is 
circumstance occurred in the midst of it.^ 

He then proceeded to relate, that the elderson 
of the Venerable object of their compassion, Jiav* 
ing early been called to the ministry^. became pas- 
tor of the Lutheran church of Colore. At that 
time Gerard de Truchses, Count of Waldhufg, isas 
elector of that papal ecclesiastical. state.^^BeiQg. a 
young and high-spirited man, this exchange from a 
cloister to the world, with all its pleasures atcom^ 
mand, could not but lay his heart open to the dsn-* 
gers of the affections also ; dangers to him, be« 
cause the vows of his sacerdotal aignity wouM not 
allow him domestic relations. — ^Temptation soon 

i)resented itself in the person of the young a^d 
ovely Agnes of Eisleben, who came u>r a short 
time to Cologne with the countess her. mother* 
This celebrated beauty, for all Germany mng of 
her charms, was first seen by the Count de Vvald- 
burg in her dress of canon^s of the |d»bey of 
Gernsheim ; a simple habit, which left tJbe.^tver 
of her transcendant beautv.so aatiriely to itself) 
that Gerard no sooner beheld her thw ^^ becanie 
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fiitiywif)(hj^i-^kH\iw>i»iirf'Pi detiJMd AeCkniDtess 
offW3eb^o^,€k»^{Mv^iiddie^yem caneness, 
her.dMghter, was aot kai^ kisensible to the ardour - 
of the eiector'a attacbment.-'^StiU she knew, that 
while^ coDtinued a Catholic^ neh&er as a prince, 
nor a miest, could he unite himself with her; but 
she a Protestant, though possessing an ecclesiasti-* 
cal title, as it belonged to a secularized abbey, had 
no monastic vow to militate •against her affections. — 
Gerard, who for sometime had felt the unreasona* 
ble jrdceof his own ordinances^ and yet abhorring 
theabsiurddoQiriaeof indulgences, wfaieh pretend- 
ed to compromise the load } even before her arri* 
val, had become half a convert to the Lutheran 
opuuOBs; and* the state of his heart after her ap* 
pearance, made him wholly so.*— He renounced 
the papal faith, and led the beautiful Agnes to the 
altar*. • 

The clerteal son of Orpitz^ being absent from 
Cologae at the time, the marriage was solemnized 
privat(ri^ in the Lutheran chapel there, by a cler- 
gyman m the ^leotor's confidence. Theisc extraor- 
dinary nuptials were no sooner knpwn, than the 
Gfttholiocbapter of the bishoprick sent a deputa- 
tion to demand of their metropolitan his immediate 
resknation o[ the see.«^Such resignation would in- 
cln£^ that of the electorate } but love had not ex- 
tinguisbed ambition ; and onto in possession of a 
station,; wUch he now intended should strengthen 
the FroteslaiH cause, he persisted in retaining the 
power to'^whM>h he had been elected* An appeal 
waS'0?Ade lo the Emperc^, and to Rome ; and tfa% 
pope^ issued a sentence of ex($ommunioaiioB and^- 
positien ^gaio6t the eiedor, coafirmed by the im* 
peitel'biim* T^en burst due the storm of boliiical 
CQQtwl'farth#.seqi9|BSlraled elisctdrataf and all the 
QMMifiiripw^^lMJuMiHdf Iwalfe 
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in the dead of night. He then wandered from place 
to place ; for-the jealousies of certain princes^ with 
whom he hoped to have found even a short refuge, 
repelled him with such indignities, that, driven to 
despair, he determined to quit his countrj.-^^he 
unhappy pair had one daughter, their only off- 
spring ; and she they left in the land of her ances* 
tors, somewhere under a feigned name ; while they 
fled, no one knew whither. 

Meanwhile, the most inveterate of the papal 
states of Germany, and some Jesuits from Rome, 
besetting the Emperor, he was persuaded to issue 
edicts of the most oppressive tendency against the 
Protestants in general ; shutting up their places of 
worship, and punishing their ministers, if found any 
where m the public or private performance of their 
religious offices. The severity of the ma^sU'ates, 
in executing these commands, kindled an accesso- 
ry zeal in the lawless populace Of the several 
towns ; and particularly at Hildesheim, where the 
venerable Orpitz had long exercised in unobtru* 
sive piety the holy offices of the restored faith.— 
Report accused his son Rupert, the pastor of Co- 
lore, of not only solemnizing the sacrilegious nup 
tials of its elector, but having assisted in his total 
apostac^ from the church. The same sort of ru- 
mour circulated through the city of Hildesheinif 
that Rupert had fled from the vengeance of the 
electorate to the protection of its walls ; and in con- 
sequence, without any previous itiquiry, or demand 
for his surrender, a party of f&natics, with firearms 
and burning brands, bu»t into the Lutheran church, 
where he was admmistering the sacrament with 
his father. The congregation rose iii defence of 
their ministers. Orpitz's yomgest 'son, a youth 
htfdty eighteen, threw hinuelf between his parent 
and the sabres of two imperial soldiers ; others 
pr«is64 mj aiMia;nMreiless conflict ensued, render- 



cd stiJl mojte appalling by the terrific yells of the 
jgalheriog crowds, who surrounded the building, 
and set fire to it in several places. 

" I .hsive witnessed many dreadful sights," ob- 
served the baron, " but never one more shocking 
to human nature. — Itwas.all massacre ; none with- 
in having any arm$p but those they wrenched from 
their qnemies, to oppose to, the sanguinary influx. 
t dare not enumerate the -cruelties I there beheld 
wreaked upon sacred age and dauntless filial piety. 
— Both sons made their ^breasts the shield of their 
(ather ^ who, at the cojpmenceoient, had attracted 
all thje. vei^eajice on himself, in attempting to pro- 
tect his fii*5X-bojr*n. — But in the midst of these hor- 
rors, and I may say it in the old man's words, 
h^YeH..v?"t,a mixjisteriog angel, in the shape of 
your fgLther, to. check the monstrous carnage. — He, 
and another brave noblemj^n, with myself, and a 
few light-armcfl followers, happened to be passing 
through iht town at that jjancture. — Therp was no 
time for app^l to the civil auihorities for justice or 
Dpiercy-.TTTrfVe iiearij the outcry only a short minute 
before,alurn in the road brought us in sight, of the 
tumult.!— Whatever might be its object, distress and 
Bloodshed were there 5 and rallying each other 
with -a word, we gallopped forward, and soon dis- 
tiiiguished the prinpipal victim by his white sur- 
plice, rent. and stained wi^h blood. The mob were 
'ragging him to a stake, after,.baving murdered one 



^-jjli|^ so»s before his eyes, and* bound the other, 
cg^i^ed^j^ lie was >vitb wounds in his father^s de- 
ifgiq^]XQ the faggot's^, piled together for the old 
cgtan^ • mar/yrdom. 

^' Qur Ujoble coadjutoir, who, was a Catholic, in 
vain, hek^ ujp jdiXi. Agnus Dd he took from his breast, 
agjj (^l^d\Qn the populace,- by his own faith and 
^jjf^'to ..desist. ,Tb^y ,v^ere .dcafy oi* even more 
^§igp^r— ' TheQ/we^misist fight for mercy.!' cried 

voiJ. iV * ' "6 ' • * • 
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he ; and leading on one part of our litttle troop, 
Vfh\\e the Duke of Celle charged with the other, the 
rescue of both father and son was accomplished. — 
The wounds of the latter proved mortal ; but he 
lived to be taken by our brave friend to the cell of 
a good monk on the confinejs of the forest between 
this and Hildesheim. — There, in the course of the 
night, the young man died in the arms of his fa* 
ther 5 and on that spot, though a martyr for the Lu- 
theran faith^ ^nd a minister of it also, the Catholic 
recluse did not deny him burial.*' 

"Aye!" exclaimed the cavalier, "if such' were 
always the charity of both creeds, who would not 
say — Whatever be the difference in certain opi- 
fiions, the essential is the same !'^ 

None could withhold an affirmative to this re* 
mark ; and the Baron added, that " according to 
the commands of the Duke of Celle, the bereaved 
parent, in almost an expiring state, was brought to 
the more comfortable refuge of this lodge ; and 
which, indeed, from that hour, became his unmo- 
lested home. But the tears he shed in the early- 
season of his grief, totally extinguished the faint 
remains of sight left by the wanton violence of the 
soldiers.'' 

This sad detail sent one at least of his auditors 
" weeping to his bed." George, after it was finish- 
ed, hurried to the farther end of the hall^ to com- 
]|pse his emotions ; but finding the attempt ineffec- 
tual, he slid away, unperceived, to seek nis cham- 
ber. While reading aescriptions of calamity, whe- 
ther in feigned or real history, distance of timfe or 
place seemed to raise a sort of dimming veil before 
the recorded event ; — showing, indeed, jjast enough 
of its substance, to create a pleasure in the con- 
sciousness of unselfishly feeling interested in hu- 
man trials ; which most strangely counterbalanced 
the pains of sympathy. Sut when suffering- and 



sorrow appeared in actual presence before the 
young heart of the prince, then the pang of una- 
vailing pity came without a medium ; and he felt 
the proof within him, that all mankind partake the 
same nature, having a responsive chord in every 
l>reast, from C^sar to the slave. 

Ernest, not quite so absorbed in the grief of the 
tale as his more finely constituted brother, when 
the baron paused, suddenly asked — ^^ who the Ca- 
tholic nobleman could be, who had ventured so ex- 
traordinary an exploit, as to raise his arm against 
men of his own church, in defence of a Lutheran 
preacher ?'' 

" Not extraordinary in him whp did it ;" 'return- 
ed Spielberg; '*the brave Count Mansfeldt of Hul- 
dregan ! Young men, perhaps, may better know 
bim by the name of his son, whom the' French 
leaguers, envying while they praise, style kfamextx 
batdrd de MansfMi r 

Prince Ernest started, and the baron added — " A 
sUgma, however, from his mother^s blood he has . 
fairly washed away in the honours of his own. An 
old soldier, from Bohemia, told me, the Emperor 
calls him the Ulysses of his camp/' 

'' Rather the tJlysscs of Germany !" replied the 
prince. 

" A heathen name at best !" interrupted the ca- 
valier ; " and one, if a true Christian knight, he 
may be as glad to expunge in some new baptism, 
as to wash away the stain of his father's ! Thenro- 
ther of Ernest of Mansfeldt," continued he, turning 
to the baron, " was an unfortunate Greek captive; 
therefore, that ^e became a mother without the 
rite of wedlock, was the stigma of him who, find- 
ing her beautiful, and in his power, forgot that last 
imperative claim of protection from himself! — She 
was blameless," He spoke with sternness, and 
rose from his seat* 
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The baron, struck by th^ generous iadignation 
of this young Scipio, did not immediately answer; 
but Eniest, with an evidently forced smite, remark- 
ed, that the name of Mansfeldt repelled all oblcv 
quy ; and a victor's acknowledged licence in the 
fortune of war, might well €xcu45e transgression in 
such a case. 

" The lawless ignorance of a common soldier 
might accept of such an excuse," returned the ca- 
valier ; " but in his commander it would be inad- 
missible. — ^Privilege these things, and the issue of 
the justest war becomes outrage and disgrace.'* 

There was a loftiness of reproof in his counte- 
nance, when he turned his penetrating eye upon 
liis friend, that called a flush over Ernest's cheek; 
tmd Spielberg, too much respecting the principle 
from which the cavalier spoke, to agitate the sub- 
ject further, silently obeyed the movement of the 
jM-i.nce, and led the way to the sleeping apartments. 

Ernest shook hands with his host at the door of 
the chambers prepai*ed for him and his brother, 
and to which Georsje had already ret!red.-^The 
cavalier, mean while, was conducted to bis room 
])y the hoary-hcadedRuthard, now the usual cham- 
berlain of the lod«;e.— Sotting his lan\p down upon 
the table, he lingered a moment ; and gazing with 
many ancient recollections on the sabred belt and 
pistols this martial guest was loosing from his side, 
the old man raised his hand to his grey lo^ks with 
tne military obeisance of his own prime of youth ; 
and enquired " whether his honour had any further 
commands ?" 

"None, but my thanks,*' returned the cavalier, 
observing the direction of his eye. — " These are 
in order, notwithstanding the accidents of the 
night ; but their wearer \s not the less obliged to 
the care of an old hrof her soldier." 

These gracious words, recognising a kindred 
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with all who honourably bore arms, (a sentiment, 
more firmly than oaths, binding men to their com- 
manders !) went direct to the heart of the forest 
veteran; and with a tear of conscious elevation 
brimming his eye, he exclaimed within himself as 
he withdrew — ^"^ Twenty years have not so frozen 
my blood, that I could not shed its last drop for 
the good word of such an officer as this !^^ 

The cavalier indeed saw himself suiTOunded by 
the brave of the past age— <-they, by whose steady 
opposition to the sword of oppression, peace had 
been won for so long a time for Protestant Germa- 
ny ; and the humblest of its champions were ob- 
jects of reverence in his eyes, — Its cause was then 
at his heart* — And in a spot where so often the 
contest had been fought, he found his spirit per- 
haps the more stirred on the subject. The motives 
J which brought him into these borders, had been 
imparted to Ernest alone, on. the summit of the 
Brochen ;- the mountain-pinnacle of the Hartz ; 
whence, while viewing the fair and smiling vales 
beneath, he pointed his most persuasive arguments. 
— But the expectations then mutually excited*. were 
6til1 too dependent on many contingencies, for an 
implicit trust on the part of the cavalier \ and the 
crowning of his enterprise seeming, as at first, yet 
to hang on the participation of Prince Christian, 
with a sigh he re-opened the papers he had dried 
below from the wet, and inwardly exclain^ed — 
. ** Oh, my friend, where am I now to seek thee V^ 
Having begun to make some necessary mefl 
randums, h^ was searching in the packet for a 
register of importance he wanted, and missed, 
when a gentle tap at his door disturbed him. He 
i^se to see who was there ; when the motion an- 
pearing an assent of admission, the latch opened ; 
and before the cavalier could advance, the forest- 
master entered, bearing a candle in one hand, 
vet. I. 6 * 
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and a small coffer in the other. — He came forward 
with apologies for this intrusion, mixed with ex- 
pressions of pleasure at finding his guest not gone 
to rest ; and setting down his load, " My errand," 
said he, " I trust will plead ray excuse for so unsea- 
sonable an appearance! — We part to-morrow; 
and I could not sleep to-night, till I had unbur- 
thened my mind of an anxiety, that has stationed 
there ever since I heard some certain words drop 
from your lips. — My fields are over, but 1 remem- 
ber what led to them T — He paused for some en- 
couraging reply, but received none, except an ac- 
quiescent bow. — They were both standing while 
he spoke ; and observing also, that the cavalier 
did not change his position, but remained in that 
unwelcoming altitude looking on the ground, the 
good Spielberg began to apprehend that his own 
ardent patriotism had urged him loo far with a • 
stranger ; though he still thought himself sure of 
not having mistaken his object; and with some- 
thing rather of confusion in his manner, be re- 
sumed. — " Allow me to repeat, — the motive of this 
intrusion must be my advocate. — For, though ig- 
norant of your name, noble sir, 1 have seen 
enough, and heard enough, this evening, to be 
assured I am speaking^ to one of the leading de- 
fenders of our faith. But I too well remember my 
own duty as a soldier, to express even a conjec- 
ture of who that brave officer may be, whose 
pAent service requires his concealment. — Yet, 
from your words, 1 venture to guess one object of 
your mission! — And, if I am right — that coffer 
contains 500 gold ducats. — They will fight for our 
suffering brethren, in whatever country the iron 
be now pressed to their souls! — ^Accept it, and 
Magnus Spielberg will no longer regret his own 
arm is withered." 
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" Baron P cried the cavalier, ** to such men as 

Jou, it is not easy to retain any reserve. — But the 
isclosures which arefnot exactly our own, no man 
has a right to make beyond the line prescribed. — 
Such an order locks my breast at present ; other- 
wise, Magnus Spielberg, whom — " tne cavalier he- 
sitated in some little agitation — and then more 
calmly resumed ; — ^" whom I must revere for more 
reasons than I can explain at present — he should 
this moment know the name of his guest, and 
what is his errand. — But this much 1 may confide 
to so proved a friend of the great cause, that my 
object is the same as his own ! I come to this coun- 
try, in your opinion so secure, to warn it of its 
own dangers ; not to recruit resources for a distant 
land. — Your generous subsidy must reach invaded 
Hungary by other hands than mine." 

There was a pause after this, and both looked 
down ; neither knowing exactly what to say next, 
though their minds were busy on the great subject 
nearest the hearts of both. — The bdron, however, 
soon saw the embarrassment of continuing in the 
room of his guest after such an explanation ; and 
particularly under the appearance of a final si- 
lence.— " Cavalier," cried he, "it is enough! I feel 
I plight faith with a true man ; — and if ever your 
cause wants men or money, remember that Mag- 
nus Spielberg has fifty stout yeoman families on his 
own patrimony, to recruit nrom; and the produce ^ 
of as many farms, to throw into their military W 
chest. — I have no children, no kindred, . in fact ; 
therefore, what I have is all my country's !" 

The cavalier pressed the brave hand fervently 
between his, which, was then so bounteously stretch- 
ed out to bestow; — and, while he repeated his 
thanks, he more explicitly assured him, that the 
present situation of nis mission required no pecu- 
niary aid ; but^ he added, ^^ there might come a 
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time ^heo every honest arm ought to be extended 
to its utmost, to preserve that good land in the slate 
he then saw it: — and should that deprecated hour 
ever arrive," rejoined he, "1 will claim your 
offer." - 

There was so much frankness in this reserve ; 
so much confidence of a future fidelity, while re- 
jecting the immediately proffered friendship; and 
so respectfully firm a tone in the mode of rejec- 
tion, that the veteran of sixty years bowed without 
a remonstrance to this young soldier, — The tone 
of authority, indeed, seemed habitual to him, 
though free from any arrogant assumption ; being, 
^in fact, only natural to an early maturity of judg- 
ment, proved to itself by a daily reference from 
persons of every age and quality • — Such judg- 
ment was not so much the fruit of time, as of that 
presence of mind, which, acting from an intuitive 
genius, sees at once what is best to be done, and 
immediately puts Its dictates into execution.—: 
Promptitude was the axis of his character; and 
his first voluntary step in life decided its object to 
the end. — In after times. Prince Christian himself 
told it to Spielberg, 

" See that stripling soldier!" said his first Aus- 
trian commander, one'day in the imperial presence : 
"he was born with a veteran's helmet — and I claim 
its crest of your majesty !" 

The young adventurer had taken the chelenkof 
^the Ottoman Pacha, while attacking him hand to 
hand in the surprisal of his camp on the banks of 
the Drave. — But that glittering ornament, trans- 
ferred to his simple morion^ was the least of his 
ambition. — ^The blood in his heart was not shed for 
such toys — and better perhaps, for ^ own peace, 
and the safety of thousands, had the trophy been 
reserved, and the remark spared to the Emperor 
Rodolphinthe presence pi his haughty kinsman 
Ferdinand of Styria. 



That prince having failed in the quarter of the 
camp, where the prompt valour, thus eulogised, 
recovered the day, he could ill brook the averting 
of every eye while the commendation was uttered ; 
as if all were conscious to the shame with which 
a sense of comparison was then crinwoning his 
cheek. — A glance from one dark countenance, 
however, met his ; and the scornfnl smile which 
accompanied the menacing flash, that dark coun- 
tenance cast on the youthful hero w^hile kneeling 
before his sovereign to receive the distinction he 
had won, was welcomed by one equally expres* 
sive from Ferdinand : and the mutual compact 
pledged that night over a brimming bowl — a 
chalice of hatred, — though daily poured through 
succeeding years, was not found drained to the 
dregs. 

Envy, thou black spirit, thaf ^'brought death in- 
to the world, and all our w6e !" thy bosom is na- 
ture's hell ; for where thou abi'dest; paradise itself 
would perish ! . . 

How different was the feeling towards his un- 
. known guest, which animated the manly observa- 
tion of the veteran Spielberg !-^Without a touch 
of mortified dignity, whether as A man or a soldier, 
at having Kis proffered, services in a manner re- 
jected, he lingered an instant ere hie withdrew, to 
express a hope, that his future aexiuaintance with 
the iiame of his country's friend, was not entireljup 
to depend on his country's threatened distresses ? 
— The assurance,' that it should not, was cordially 
given ; and once moi*e affirming mutual reliance, 
they shook hands, and parted for the night. ^ 



70 DVKB CHBISTIAK. 



CHAPTER V. 



Next morning the travellers of the Hartz quit- 
ted their chambers a little after dawn ; button re- 
assembling in the hall, where they met their host 
with a plentiful repast, one of the party was found 
missing. Their dark-browed companion had left 
the loage at the first gleam of light ; but consign- 
ing a note for the chasseurs to Ruthard^s charge, 
it was presented to Ernest by the forest-master ; 
and along with it another paper, which Spielberg 
had picked up himself near the brazen pillar, when 
he first came into the hall that morning. At sight of 
the latter, Ernest handed it to the cavalier ; who, 
with a start, immediately perceived it to be the 
very sheet he bad been seeking, when the unex- 
pected visit of their host bad broken in upon his 
occupation. 

" Its contents are sacred," observed the baron, 

^^ I found it on that spot ; and aware it could not 

' be my own, none was so proper to receive it from 

me as the master of this house, while he remains 

in it." 

Ernest noticed the good /ortune of its having 
fallen into such safe hands. And while the cava- 
Jier was expressing his thanks, George did not 
Escape a reprimand from his brother, for having 
omitted to gather it up with the others he had as- 
sisted to spread before the fire. The young prince 
did not recollect any such carelessness on his part, 
but concluding it must havie been so^eggcd par- 
don of the cavalier; and while if^vas readily 
granted, Ernest read the note of their companion, 
which merely contained an adieu to the whole 
party, with a promise they should all know the 
reason of his th^is forsaking them, — "when that 



mighty huntress, fortune, would again bring the 
Liion and^ the Bear together, under shadpir of the 
Brochen." 

^^We accept the sign P said the prince,' with a 
smile to the cavalier, as he raised the stirrupcup 
to his lips ; ^^ and so I pledge him." 

The morning was fair and balmy ; and just as 
the sun peered between the mossy crags bordering 
the Use, whose pinnacled summits, no longer encum- 
bered with threatening clouds, shot up into a sky 
of clearest ether, the travellers, refreshed and cheer- 
ful as the birds which now sang from every spray, 
issued from the lodge 'gate to recommence their 
journey. — The baron had^proffered his services to 
attend them to the mines in their way ; and buoyant 
as themselves at feeling himself riding ia this dear 
familiar converse with the sons of his loved and 
honoured lord, the whole scene lay in more than 
usual beauty before him. — The vast tracts of the 
forest opened in brightened verdure and profound 
peace. — Not even a zephyrrufflcd the "multitu-. 
dinous leaves;^' though the ground, broken and 
channelled by the torrents of the night before, and 
strewed with huge boughs frpm the dismembered 
trees, gave sufficient witness of a recent tempest. — 
The wind had dried the main path, but tne hol- 
lows were yeit full of the fallen rain ; which, like 
fairy lakes under the shade of the linden or light 
sycamore, reflected the glancing sunbeams, as ti^y 
snot obliquely through the deeper vistas of the*^ 
woodland.^ i 

During their ride, the calm, sequestered security 
of the immense solitude around them, seemed to 
open every heart to each other ; and the cavalier 
almost foFgobthat he had any reserves from their 
veteran friend, when no strange ear could possibly 
be within hearing of the unshackled liberty of 
mutual confldence.*---He observed with pleasure. 



the gUsM^ing eyeis of the baron, when the^t^ldisr 
prince explak^d bia reason for travelUng unknown 
through the dominions of his father: — That he 
vight witoeis the real state of all conditions of the 
pecf^ies, liruhoot restraint ; and he rejoked ^«a]r, 
that every where be had found content aad happy 
krduitry-; every where he htdvheaird tiie aula, 
paiemtal ne^n of his father graft^fuUy praised, wkh- 
OMt allowing him a possible suspicion of flattery 
mingling with the tribute.^--^To preserve the country 
in this state was indeed the burthen of all the cava- 
lier's rejoinders; being careful to shew. George, 
that it was not war be loved for its ^bwn sake, but 
war to gpod purpose; war^ to establish justice; 
and, by donseqoence^ an abiding cit&del from all 
opppession or invasion. j. 

While they thus conversed^, Spielberg learnt, 
that his military guest did not cothtoi&ttCjB this tour 
of observation witht.be sons of his prince ; but had 
accidentally fallen in with them even, so lately as 
the nmrning before, at the top of the JBrochen.— 
This information wast given iacidently by George ; 
"who, warming with " the wonderful, the wild," of 
the views before tbem, burst forth into a rapturous 
recapitulation of his delight on ascehdisng the sub- 
lime sumnKrt of l!hat mountain, whence he had. beheld 
the vast sylvan paradise around hiiii^ to; the* very 
horisQD. — All was then paradise to that yoitng and 
happy heart : .and, one wbj or otber^t ^be- baron 
^was £naMed to gather from the .sai^e^.jngtiiuDus 
speaker, added to the occasional intimatiiin& of his 
cocnpaniobs^sraiethtng of ihefoUowiajg particuki*s. * 
- The darkrbrowed traveller had encoantered the 
brolhcffs jthe day before, on ihn sowtinerA^ bor- 
ders of the Hairtz ; :and they wdre all Jtfaree gacing 
areuEkd irom the iiighest point tof >he' Bftbch^i on 
vUla^s, itowiksi,^^Uid the spires iOf> distant oitiesy'i'iflr 
ijsg fromrtheiwoWsr oc:-^latn&i ^\ jdc^^femUosom- 
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«d valleys, when the cavalier approached them 
from behind the high mound on the rock, common- 
ly called the Giant's Grave. — Tradition told of its • 
oovering the remains of the Great Witikind, of war- 
Kke memory ; and that once in every century his 
august form, crowned and in arms, appears in the 
clouds above the mountain ; galloping forth on an 
aerial horse, black, or white as snow, according to 
his errand on earth, of judgment or mercy. — George 
was calculating the time for the expected return of 
this royal apparition, just as the cavalier^s noble 
and martial figure made its appearance from the 
misty cliffs of the tomb. 

In passing through the forest, he had learnt from 
one of the servants left at the bottom of the .moun- 
tain, that the prince of Celle and Luneburg, was 
above ; and only one prince of that title possessing 
his thoughts, he ascended immediately ; hoping to 
meet the man he indeed sought, his beloved friend, 
and comrade of the Drave. — The servant, whom 
vanity had induced to divulge the name of his 
master, from the same motive attended the cavalier 
to point him out ; not indeed being aware that he 
was to be addressed by the person to whom his . 
indiscretion . had betrayed his trust. — A glance, 
however, brought disappointment to the cavalier, 
as to the pasitive individual whom he sought ; but 
still part of his object might be gained ; and, though 
circumstances made it necessarjr that he, also, 
should travel not generally recognised, those very/' 
circumstanoes commanded a disclosure of himself ; 
' to any prince of the two leading houses of Bruns- 
wick ; which were those of Celle-Luneburg, and 
Wolfenbuttel. — The head of the latter family was 
in Denmark. — Here was the heir of the first, the 
elder brother of the friend he came to seek ! — And 
sending forward the servant, (to the man's surprise, 
but he feared to disobey the sort of personage who 

VOL. I. - 7 
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Sve the coqun«md|) a request «*a9 i^e l» Vtmih 
r a moineDt's audience^-f^Tha benevolent coitrle* 
aey babitMal to all the brothers, grackted it instant" 
ly, though only asked in thQ name of a stranger. 
The cavalier came forward. A word itntroduced 
him to the prince ; and walking away with him 
amongst the rocka, a brief, but comprehenaive con- 
versation, explained his lonely journey .—The ot 
ject was momentous ;. and demanding redsrence to 
the duke himself, it was arranged between ihej^o 
new friends, that after the brothers had 'obeyed 
their father in visiting the mines of Ramelsberg, 
then in the direct line of their route, the cavalier 
should proceed with them to Celle. 

The conference over, Ernest led him towards 
his brother and their dark-visaged companion.— 
The latter turned pale, and smiled even ghastly, 
on seeing the cavalier. — Fcwr he who so looked -on 
* him, was the very man whose malignant rivalry 
had made communion with the answering spirit in 
the breast of Ferdinand, only a^few^ears before; 
and though he had not seen him.aince^ and the 
,.^hen slender proportions of the youthful winner of 
the Chelenk, were now expancfeed into all the dig- 
nity of a soldier's manhood, yet he was immedi- 
ately recognised by the twin mind of the Styrian 
prince. The cavalier, not being aware of the en- 
mity of this person, whose birth and station had 
formerly often brought him in his way; nor indeed 
suspecting his intimacy at all with the insiduous 
enemy of the cause at his heaut, met the salute of 
his old acquaintance witli the cordial frankness of 
a man who had fought in the same field: — though 
there had ajwaysexisted thatdificrence of opinions 
and pursuits between them, which prev^ts the fa- 
miliarity of real companionship. 

This man, Bernhard de Saxe, was indeed des- 
•cended from the ambitious rac^ of Albert the Bear, 
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to whom treachery had transferred the honours of 
Saxony from the family of Henry the Lion, in the 
twelfth century. — A similar circumvention depriv- 
ed his immediate ancestor of the electorate, long 
before his own birth, — Born in a prison, and Cra- 
dled in the arms of a mother, daring as the out- 
lawed freebooter who was her sire, and whom she 
had seen perish on a scaffold before the winHow 
of her dungeon, Bernhard's first milk was galL . 
Both his parents died in his infancy ; but he fell 
into the tuition of those who told him what he 
might have been* He saw the great dignity of 
his forefathers possessed by another family ; he 
found himself hardly noticed by the brothers of 
his blood, because hia mother had been the daugh- 
ter of the criminal Grumbach ; he knew that had 
not his father been cast so low, he never could 
have drawn his life from such a mother. — Bitter- 
ness, then, was the food of his youth also ; and in"* 
the recesses of'.|||tf heart, (for open measures of * 
any kind were not in his character,) he swore, that 
when arrived at years of maturity, he wQ^ia take 
some notable revenge on all who had assisted in 
the fali of his father's house* 

Hente^e detested the rieigning Emperor, as the 
Jl|)re^ntative of him who had humbled his family 
to a second rank in Germany. Next he hated the 
. name of Luther, and all who adopted his tenets, 
because, by having embraced those doctrines, his 
progenitors had incurred the excommunication of 
the Pope, and all their subsequent misfortunes. — 
But from the time he became master of what he 
premeditated as the means of vengeance, his pride 
rose with his pretensions ^ and the nature of his 
devices deepening the moodiness of his character, 
he kept the whole in his bosom with true Jesuitical 
caution ; ouIt revealing a point here and there, to 
spirits lUce his own^ fonder of ambuscade th^a^air . 
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' fighting. — To bis cotemporaries in general, he a'p- 
peared a zealous Calvinist ; and a faithful subject 
of the Emperor Rodolph-^^^ Because, (he said,) lie 
had given quiet to religious contests/' 

But in reality, Bernhard's religion was whatever 
suited his convenience ; his loyaltjr had no steadier 
principle ; and his ambition hovering towards an j- 
height of power or title he might obtain by any 
means, with a hawk's sagacity he readily stooped 
to rise. — Some men's pride, or rather dignity, wiH 
not compass distinction but by honourable steps ; 
and such was the pride of the cavalier, who would 
not have put the crown of Germany on his brow^ 
must he have reached it by grovelling. — But Bern- 
hard de Saxe cared not, so he atchieved his pur- 
pose, whether it were by fair or foul paths; 
whether he obeyed the pnnce or the free-booter 
in bis blood. Self*aggrandisement bemg the mea- 

' sure of his actions, and scorn the meed of every 
opposing quality, he promptly b^me the creature 
of Ferdinand of Styria; whose aims, daring and 
insiduous as his own, were as ready to sap, or U> 
overthrow, in any way, every barrier betweea 
him and his object. 

With Ferdinand, this object was the imperial 
throne. And while he, in conjunction witn his 
dark ally, was laying his plans in the glooms of 

. different seclusions, deep and mysterious as the 

mithratic caves ; and whence, like their impostors 

of old, he despatched his adepts to the upper 

.world; amongst a people ignorant of his hidden 

designs, and the true purpose of his misleading 

subtilties ; Matthias, the real aim of all, had become 

aware of some parts at least of his ambition; 

. (though without discovery of his emissaries,) and 

with a corresponding vigilance, and equal secrecy^. ^ 

< was digging his countermines, and accomplishing ^ 

\his agents, foe the moorent of contest. — But tho 



nines <»ice finisked, and the trains laid on eitbet^ 
side^^^for the effects of the explosion, not only on 
the pomp of kingdoms, but the wreck of private 
families, with the happiness of thousands, — who 
can answer ! 

Bernhard de Saxe no^ sooner cast his eye on the 
caralier, and learnt that he was travelling unknown, 
than, according to his habit of suspecting every un- 
lasual appearance, he determined to watch what- 
ever might occur between Ernest of Celle, and this 
well-remembered victor of the Drave* And he did 
Bot leave their companionship, without taking war*- 
rant with him for the old emblem of his ancestry 
again bearing on his brow the badge of its ancient 
dcnninion. 

As far as related to the meeting of the Bruns- 
wick princes with these two personages of such 
different characters and objects, the forest-master 
obtained every information ; and even the name of 
the moody descendant of the Bear was not with- 
held from him* For Ernest remarked, that while 
he and his brother travelled incognito for the rea- 
son given before, and the cavalier held the same 
reserve* from necessity, Bernhard de Saxe assumed 
the like in caprice ; at the same time making a 
proposal, to which they all agreed, to dismiss their 
servants on to Goslar^ to await them there, while 
themselves would explore at leisure the more re- 
mote wonders of the mountain and the forests Er- 
nest had seen enough of the liberal comforts of its 
villagers, ta be assured that hiis horse would fare 
as well as its master, under the hospitable sheds of 
the Hartz ; and the cavalier having disposed the 
^hief of his attendants in a place- of rendezvous at 
the footef the mountain, the whole party set for- 
ward to^ traverse its wifcb. 

George, who had wandered with peculiar delight 
ever the head of the Brochen till the dense nustsi 

you u 1^ 
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covered it, taught op this point of the discoorsef 
and expatiated with all the eagerness of youth ex* 
ulting in its first grappling with danger, on their 
descending the hi^e Alpine crags, through the sha- 
dowy and treacherous obscurity ; sometimes as- 
sisted, and at others impeded, by the tall larclies 
shooting athwart, or intermingling their roots and 
' huge branches oVer* the gaping ravines. But' his 
greatest transport was in clambering down the .al- 
most naked clifis, which overbting the^ roaring toE- 
rent below. 

Perhaps it may seem strange to say, but whil^ 
the cavalier attended to this account, stnd marked 
the enthusiasm of the speaker, he saw in his mind's 
eye the same vision as when he glanced at the ad- 
venturous boy in his perilous descent. Not the 
precipices of nature^ mantled in clouds ; but the 
thundering battlements of some besieged town: — 
its dreadful breach^ — to be assailed or defended by 
that young and intrepid arm ! His eyes were fixed 
on the animated describer. George turned his to- 
wards hifiir, and thev n>et. He blushed, he knew 
not irhy ; but he felt a something stir within him^ 
to make the courses of his blood run swifter, when- 
ever he encountered that powerful look. He had 
been only two days in this man's company, and 
yet he seemed to have grown years older by that 
shorty contact; for he grasped at rivalling that 
man ! 

During this dumb, but eloquent communion be- 
tween the spirits of Greorge and the cavalier ; Er- 
nest, avowing his panic, while descending the height 
in ^uch a gloom, congratulated himself on their ha v- 
ing-passed the granite labyrinths of the Ilsen val- 
ley, before the rotting downof theincumbeulcbuds 
over the rocky shores of llie river had rendered it$ 
always uncertain fords more difficult to find. 

*' It was not»" he said, " until we entered the wild 



ufdand glens of. the Oker, that the height of the 
tempest closed upon us ; and then^soon sSler losing 
the beaten track, and all knowledge where we 
were, we became bewildered in the supernatural 
darkness of the forest, till the exptosion of the ele- 
nients burst over our heads, and, with a torch of 
Heaven's own kindling, lit us home to the ball of 
our father's !" ' 

" STes !" replied the baron, with a smile ; " I now 
uaderstand^Bernhard de Saxe's exposition of the 
oracle !-^and shall not again regret the fall of the 
Fcwler^s canopy, since its towering summit attract- 
ed^ that bolt, which might otherwise have struck 
the huinbler stems, then sheltering his descendants* 



CHAPTER VI. 

Such discourse having more than beguiled the 
way over a country, now in every respect a beau** 
tiful commentary on the sublime terrors of its for- 
mer appearance, the travellers gradually approach- 
ed the rugged defiles of Rameisberg. In riding 
down the steep brow of the black and craggy oioor, 
which flanks the principal ravine leading to the 
great silver mine of the mountain, George made aa 
exclamation, on catching a momentary view of the 
grey towers of the oldest capital of the empire ; 
Goslar, th^ seat of her sovereigns, even before the 
light of Christianity had shed Us beams on pagan 
Germany. A heavj and lurid smoke from the 
neighbouring works of the-mineire^ and amekers of 
the ore, driven by its own impulse, was rolling in 
volumes towards tlw city, where, from the sliUness 
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of the atmospnere not assistbig the vapcrar forwards^ 
it settled ; and «oon spreading ever the whole place 
in the form of a vast sulphureous canopy, its dark 
misty curtains deepened around, till they dosed in 
at last the very walls from the spectatiMr's eye. 
Emblematic, indeed, of the shvoud of tiaae, which 
had dropt between Goslar and its former honours 
—-once the emporium of a great empire, crowded 
with tributary princes, — now a town of mere ma- 
nufacture, a depot of artisans, black alld sombre in 
eotward guise, seeming to mourn its departed gran- 
deur. 

A narrow goi^e to the left, pointed directly to 
the suburbs. In pasme the mouth of itshmg 
^^^SSy ^ista, the . travellers, turning their heads, 
perceived several horsemen coming along it in fall 
speed ; and, at a second glance, George recognized 
two of them as part of their own corp of domestics, 
whom they had sent forward to the city. With 
some wonder at such apparent haste, for the men 
spurred at sight of their masters, the princes 
and their friends rode forwards in that direction, 
and at a quickened pace alsc^^ In a few minutes 
they met, and the servants threw themselves off 
their horses., to approach their masters^ Trouble 
was in their looks; and one, without speakings 
bowing low, put a letter mto the hand of Ernest.. 

** From whence T he asked. 

" An express from Celle," was the answer, and 
in a voice hardly audiUe. 

The prince broke the seal ; but scarcely .seined 
to have fixed his eyes on the contents, when drop- 
ping the hand that held it, on the head of his horse, 
an undistinguisbable exclamation escaped hidi, 
while covering his face w|th his other hand. 
George, wha had dismetmted, and was at his side, 
immediately attempted to seize the opened paper, 
but Ernest^ fiBeliog the touch, grasped the letter 
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cloi^e ; as if by that, he could have detained its 
bitter tidings to himself alone. 

" George !" cried he, looking at his brother with 
an assumed calmness, ^ we must hasten home. My 
father is ilL^' 

" But only ill ?'' demanded he ; " say, my father 
is alive ?'' cried he, turning to the servants, with a 
sudden stop in his buoyant heart ; for the quivering 
lip of his brother, who vainly tried to answer him, 
made him fedr the worst. 

"Our honoured sovereign yet breathed, when 
the courier came off in search of your highness," 
rejoined the man ; ^' but fatal effects from a second 
fit were mometuarily dreaded." 

The filial grief, which at these words changed 
every recent expression in the countenance of the 
young prince, was like the hues of nighf falling at 
once upon the brightness of day. Every beautiful 
feature was convulsed, and with a groan that seem- 
ed to burst Jiis heart, he would have fallen to the 
ground, had not the cavalier caught him in his 
arms. The whole party were then dismounted* 
Tears came to his relief; and on that brave bosom, 
which felt no shame in sympath v, he wept with all 
the restrainless despair of youtn and anection on 
its first acquaintance with srief. His mother hav- 
ing died when he was hardly ten years of age, he 
scarcely knew that loss ; but his father, not more 
honoured than endeared to him^ by long daily 
communion, and parental kindness, — that would be 
depriva^on indeed ! 

His brother having subdued the first effect of 
the shock on himself, which, severe as it was, be 
had borne with presence of mind, inquired of the 
servant what other particulars the courier had 
brought. For the letter being only one of several 
to the same purport, dispatched in as manv diffe- 
rent directions to find the princes somewhere a 
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their tour, it contained little more than a brief 
statement of a suddien and dangerous illnese of tbe 
duke having made it necessary be should immedi- 
ately summon his sons to his presence* 

The courier had arrived at Goslar onlj half an 
hour before these servants set forth in search of 
their masters; for the man having been out all the 
preceding night in the storm, was not deemed in a 
state to deliver the l^ter in person. And the in- 
formation he brought imported, that the doke bad 
been seized with an alarming kind of fit, but after 
. a copious bleeding, became sufficiently revived to 
jM>ld a short council with his ministers, from his 
bed. The exertion, however, proved beyond his 
strength, and he fainted on their withdrawing from 
the room. Animation had been restored when the 
messenger came off; but a second attack was 
hourly expected, that must terminate his invalua- 
ble life* During council, he had expressed bis 
wish to have all his sons, if possible, brought to 
rec^ve his blessing ; emd though no time was lost 
in making the summons, little expectation could be 
entertained of finding Prince Christian at that im« 
mediate juncture ; the last accounts of his proceed* 
ings having spoken indeed of his leaving France, 
but no one knew exactly in what direction. 

This relation of the servants renewed the filial 
emotions of both brothers ; and the forest-master 
stood in mute sorrow, leaning on bis horse. The 
cavalier tried to give them some consolation, by 
observing, that if the duke were reallv so near the 
point of dissdution as the narrator described, his 
well-ordered mind would be too sensible of its ap- 
proach, to call his sons to a scene which must have 
been long over before his messengers could reach 
tbem» The very circumstance of his physicians 
having permitted him to hold a council, proved he 
could not be in an actually expiring state i though 



ft»tW(>e^ S(Aer so. C(qpioit& a Ueedioc, im^ verjr na- 
turally pttt QD that appearance. Yet, with all these 
arguj0iefil» of comfort, the cavalier did not the less 
urge liis friends, ta make all speed to the venera- 
ble presence which demanded them. Any glioi- 
mering of hope soo& lights up the anxious breast, 
thougQ witb a transient brightness — and George es- 
pecially reviving under the soothing persuasions of 
tbetrfnend, with a smile of grateful confidence in 
the assurances he wished to believe, vaulted into 
his saddle, calling cheerfully to his brother, — 
" Forward, Ernest ! and let us halt no more till it 
be at the side of our father P' But the thought of 
how that meeting might indeed be prevented, smote 
again on his heart; and having uttered the revered 
name, he stopped speaking, with a gush of emo- 
tions that almost cfaoaked him. 

Ernest wrung the hand of the cavalier " You 
will accompany us ?" 

" Could I not serve you better ?" asked he, look- 
ing southward. 

" Yes," faltered the prince ; ** seek my brother I 
Should we be bereaved, I shall need his counsels 
in every way.^' 

A few words more, passed in lowered voices be- 
tween Ernest and his friend ; after which the whole 
party went on the spur towards the barrier gate of 
Godlar. A travelling carriage, with four horses, 
awaited the arrival of the brothers. George, 
without venturing to speak, for an attempt at arti- 
culation would have betrayed his again relinquish- 
ment of hope, answered the parting grasp of the 
cavalier's hand, by leaning from his horse as he 
dismounted, and with his trembling lips touching 
the clouded brow of his kindly intended comfort- 
er. 

" God bless you P breathed in the most cordial 
accents from that {rue heart, over the dewy cheek 
that pressed his. 
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^ ^ G^ restore my master P wasthesoul^a mward 
response of another not less faithful bosom. 

The sad party then separated. The princes, on 
their sorrowful journey to Celle 5 the cavalier, in 
the tract in which he hoped to learn tidings, at 
least, of Prince Christian; and the good forest- 
master, nearly stupified with the suddenness of the 
stroke which seemed to have cut him off from all 
he had so long loved and honoured, — the revered 
link, which united his past life with the present, — 
he, with a desolated sense of no longer belonging 
to the passing interests of this world, — ^took his me- 
lancholy course back to his woodland hall* 



CHAPTER VII. 

From the hour in which the illness of its venera- 
ble duke was known throughout the town of Celle, 
every amusement, and all kinds of business, be- 
came at a stand. Crowds from the neighbouring 
hamlets flocked to the market-place, to inquire after 
their dying sovereign ; and when strangers mingled 
in the group, they saw nothing but bewailing ap- 
prehension, or the awful stillness of silently ex- 
pecting sorrow. Parties stood in the streets, with 
dejected countenances, discussing the last reports 
from the castle; and occasionally turning their 
eyes to the floating colours on its flag-stan, which 
yet told that the father of his people still lingered 
amongst them. Some travellers out of Styria join- 
ed in the discourse ; and with apparent sympathy 
would have enquiredthe particulars of so great a 
consternation ; but in the relief of so many sur- 
charged hearts, uttering all they felt respecting the 



tTMMe «f asidtl^ a qb^filitfm On« old dtiiseri 
talked^of the duk6 having sumtnoned his sons to 
lake^bis^ lai^ iQfitVtf of them ; arid a sel^ir^tDrdm th6 
catflle answeii^dhhn^' TviA an aceouift 6f thcf 'arrival 
of' dMA^ all^ ^^^tfng Prince Christian ; " who, 
hiom^wr^'^ be tcMarkedi ^ was hmirty e^jpected, 
tbcmgfa^ev^rjr body^ fie^ared it would be too late to 
fitfd fai»f)ai«lier amongst the living.^ 

>^ Aad tdr^whose heritage, aofiongst those seVen 
sons^ we iBhall be allotteaitl the testamentary par- 
titton of the coimtifj by our good duke, who can 
guessf sighed'otie of the listeners* 

Another a^w^red'f'^^ None cabguesi^; but we all 
know who we wish*'^ 

*' Yesj" inte^Ttlipt^ a'srey-headed burgher; ** but 
prino^ have a bh'th'-rigbt, a{$ well as common men; 
and-ni^d o/uswduld hke to be put aside from our 
heMtim by 4nir father or tenantry, because they 
like ottl< younger brother better? Lunebu^ and 
Gdle oughE, in right, to be the portion of Prmce 
Bmes^ — he being the first-born, and hence heir to 
th^best*'' 

** Hence," rejoined one of the former speakers, 
'^ you would hare us infei*, that we can have no just 
hc^ of following our brave prince, the defender of 
the- French Hugonots, to the defence of our own 
faith and properties, should they ever be assault- 
edr 

** But in such es:treti&ity,^V asked one of the Sty- 
rians, ^ Would not' Dtike Ernest be a^ sure a lea- 
der?" 

'* Doubtless,^ Was the reply, **rif he would lead 
usi Bot not ceMain' of his bemg so staunch a Pro- 
tefi^mn as bil(Wdil4tM'bh)(!h^r^, W cannot but wish 
totH^ve bifh at our bead,' who has proved tfac^ tem** 
peroifhii^afiiw*^ :' 

VOLtf itf 9 ' 



I <* Nay, nay,^' raitmed diebqigller, Mo iiot59^ 
evil, that good mar.copie of it! Depend on it, God 
will take care of hip^ own people in hi9 own way ; 
but fraudulent means on our parts, like the prcrfaae 
priests throwing fake .fire into the s^fired censors, 
might only draw Divine cbas.tisei^ent upon oar- 
selves. The duke is a just man ; and bequeathing 
Celie to . his first-born, must, in the . cu^stomary 
fashion^diyide the less considerable di$tricts amongst 
the younger brothers. If ye, . therefore, affect 
your. choice, do it with justice, and follow Prince 
Christian to whatever Qiay be his allotment*'? 

" Whatever be i^ birth-right,'' interrupted i^ some- 
what less hoary citizen, though i^^sQar ;,ac:ross his 
Ibrehead shewed he had not always dwelt in ...such 
security, ^' you, my respected neighbours, ought to 
knpw^ that our duke has xhe rpower to^^iyide.a^ he 
choose^i. And accordingly, gentlem^,''. added he, 
turning to the listening Styxians, 'Va; petition is. now 
making out, to go in to the expiring dukOfrr-and 
Gk)d grant he may live -to receive it! — imj^oring 
him, oy all the horrors of Saint Barthplomc^w, 
which took place this day thirty years ago, — and 
from which impious carnage, his own father the 
ever^memorable £rnest the Conifesspr^ then a guest 
in Paris, escaped as by a miracle !r— by the. sacred 
blood then shed in martyrdom, he is bespi^t to 
bequeath the most pow-erful division of his domir . 
nions to the arm best qualified to defend the whole ; 
— to the i^n, who has assisted in bringing Christian 
toleration, and, therefore, a healing-balm to the 
wounds of our bleeding brethren in desolated 
France." 

" Heaven's blessing on «ach a petition !" was 
the ,a]i]^ universal ren)on§e« For thow^i lUl 
loved the duke's 8ons,.as fine yi^iQg men and-^our- 
tfsous; ^1 Christian ab^e having .tl^OFII.lM0)^If 
into manly service, he at once coocuDaad^ ttfa^ir 
wishes, with thehr admiration and confidence. 



lih character was indeed no common one; an<f 
till his action proVed its purpose; few understood 
the aspirations of his warm and noble heiairt. More, 
had he been less than a prince, would have ridi-^ 
culed him ; contempt of high sentiments and great 
aimSf being the usual refuge of those poor spirits 
who have not souls to attain to either. From 
infancy, Christian possessed that powerful energy 
which must ever act from himself, though not for 
himself. Self-gratification, as a motive, never en- 
tered his thoughts. To befriend, to protect, to 
extend happiness, those were the first impulses of 
his mind ; and to these purposes he directed all 
his studies, all his exercises, nay, all his pleasures ; 
— for he knew no pleasure but in producing it, or 
seeing it enjoyed by others. Paradise would have 
been a desert to Christian, had he possessed it 
alone. Nay,\ Deity itself seems to sanction this 
necessity for* participation in happiness, to com- 
plete its perfection ;. by that all-sufficient goodness 
having created .other beings, to share the bliss of 
heaven. 

At Christian's entrance into life, ho found a wide 
field for the peculiarities of his character to expa- 
tiate on. The truths of the Reformation were agi- 
tating the world ; and, like the primeval separation 
of li^t from darkness, the convulsion shook nature 
to its centre. It was, indeed, the good spirit strug- 
ling with the ill, — the spirit of purity and true 
regeneration, with that of vicious indulgence and 
purchased false absolution. Some sages studied reli- 
gion as a science only ; others considered it a vital 
principle ;' and many merely to render it null and 
void. With the same diflference in motive, the 
field was entered under the banner of truth : — 
some defending the persecuted from gallantry of 
arnis^ alone, — others, because ^^as much as they 
did it unto one, the least of his brethren,'' they did: 
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it .unto tbeir OIvim josaster !-^and many J!0|i.9«d the 
combat merely to car^y off tlie «poil. Such, in- 
deed, is the £eld of the world. Toe tares a»d the 
wheat grow together* But because tares aire there, 
*there is no reason why the reapers should sleep 
in the harvest till the whole be withered! And 
the sun of truth once, revealed, it behoves all meo 
tO"defend their freedom,^— to cather in. its fruits- 
Young as Christian was, when in his early boy- 
hood he took the deep-hewn blade of Henry the 
l^ion into his hand, he then resplved, that when he 
should draw his own sword, the cause mu^t be }ikt> 
that of his victorious ancestor, — one for which ho 
could fight from every principle of his soul. There- 
fore, he threw his whole soui into the great ol]jec(s 
of the momentous era in which he was born; and, 
perhaps, when the beardless youth volunteered hi^ 
sword's first use on the plains of Hungary, apd af- 
:terwards marched to the succour of oppressed 
France, there was not a veterao in either contest 
who better knew the grouxwlsof the faith for which 
he was ready to shed his blood. Christian's religion 
was like the lily borne by the angel measengef to 
the virgin ; emblematic of the region whence it 
came, and whither it was to lead him ; pure as in- 
nocence^ and fragrant with the incense of a haf^ 
heart. 

Many of his young ^companions questiwed him^ 
whether any other object than. .glory, coiDstituted 
the ever sun-sJbining brightness of that l^rt; which 
indeed shone in Im eye^, and gave an impulsive 
glow of the same joy o<jii3 satis faction wherever he 
came. But to them he smiled mly, and asked 
whether glory were not enough? la tbe depths <»f 
that heart he cherished the dear secret, like an en* 
shrined fire in some holy ark« 

Twice duriog his eanq^ajgns in France be haid 
visited bis home, covcsred with iiue badges i^f ^Sbii 



earljr i^r^; M' of which be laid at the feet 
of the 6bject of his secret Vows ; and secret^ 
only because he Idved to6 intensely to even dare* 
breathe it almost : to hc^elf, ti8 sanctioned by the 
claims of his character in the paths he had ever 
admired with enthusiasm ;-^a path in which hb fa- 
ther had trod before him, with an enerey like his 
own ^-^herefore, be sealed his lips tiff he could 
bring'a well-earned name to both :-=— when, if his 
declared devotedness to her should meet the return, 
Us heart felt the delightful consciousness would be 
his, then be shouM demand her of his father, as his 
sweetest, dearest ' reward. A union with her, 
would be one of true domestic joys ; the gaudes and 
ceremonies of a coprt, not having room to intrude 
under the simple roof likely to be his inheritance. 
Adelheid bad no princely' kindred, to bring their 
splendours ta-her abode j at least none who knew 
of her existence, or would acknowledge her if they 
did. She was tbe*solitary child of the expatriated 
Godntand Countess de Truchses Waldburg ; their 
unconscious offspring, who, on that unhappy pair 
taking to flighty no one knew whither, the dying 
mother of Agnes confided to the maternal care of 
the Duchess of Celle, the friend .of her youth ; and' 
with it, an* earnest entreaty to bury the real birth 
of the child in everlasting oblivion. Its parents 
had been deprived of their titles and territories, 
and also outlawed by a decree from the Imperial 
Chamber; nay, yet more cruelly so by the kind- 
lessness and avidity of those who, whether as rela- 
tions or as rivals, benefited by the divisions of 
their property^. When de Truchses left his daugh- 
ter with ner grandnfother, it was withr the declared 
resolution (which » hurried the aged parent to the 
grave,) that he never would return to Germany, — 
never claiim a child, whose future fate could only 
Le blighted by his name. 

VOL* I. > 8> ^ 
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, . Wbm Iher fAd couQt^$ die^t slie bad the tatis^ 
^Qtion of knowioj; ifk bcr Uat moments, tliat the 
« duofa9£i» did not mei^y ir^ceive ^he sa/»iefd ofaaxge 
consigned to b^r prot^cUoDi but bad adofsted k 
into ner owa fao^ily* In iiboft, ibe poor little di^ 
serted ona, wbo appeared mseljr to ioberit mil Hlk 
motber^s fatal beauty, was introduced to tbediicti 
nur&ery under tbe title of tbe Lady Adelbdkl 
^lone— rtbe orpban ddughteif of friends aodidnaH 
folk of the ducbeM, now no inore. The i^pneroiis 
noble branches from ber paternal boiase-'-4he j^f 
gal stem of Denmark — made tbis Uttk Uatory not 
at all incredible. But when, the dochess was her* 
self called away from thi9 world, which calaiMty 
to ber family occurred just a^ Adelheid bift at* 
tained ber thirteenth year, she deemed it rigiit to 
reveal to her adopted child the i«al facts of her 
birth* No other bos^iHi exeept the duke^ had 
been made privy to the secret ;. and so other than 
bis was intended by his dyiag wife ever to share 
it, with its innocent and mtfortimate subject. But, 
Adelheid could not hold a concealment from the 
one being, who had been to her as a brother 
from the time she first felt sensible to kindness; 
and of all her supposed yowig kinsmen, none had 
been so kind to her as Christian. He was a 
fine youth when she was little more than a child, 
but he cherished her as a sister ; and when she 
^rew old eoo^h to appreciate bis superior qua^ 
lities, the ingenuous enoearments of his affieetionate 
heart, made her's all his own. And not nncon^ 
sciously too, by her pure nature ; for wJbat is more 
natural, saqred, and del^^htful, than to love en- 
tirely what is most amiaole and kind? To with-* 
bold a thought of that heart from him was then im-< 
possible; and when his filial grief mingled its 
tears with her^s, for her they both calkd mother, 
Adelheid could not refrain from pouring her own 
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new, ami secretcsntse of sorrow by iniieCTtanc^, in- 
to his faitkiiil izreast. 

Fi0m that tnfie, Cfaristmn and she seemed to 
hare but one soul ; yet a tfaoi^t, a word, of what 
might be styled lorer's language, never passed 
beSveen them. They fek ihey wete every thing 
to each other, and to sar it was needless; yet 
when time perfected the lovelioess of Adetbeid^s 
mind, as well as tgende i^art, Christian became 
aware diat if she w«re not to be the companion of 
his foture life, be should live as a man deprived 
of half his being. From the period of her losing 
her protectoress, the duke' had placed her under 
other charge, from motives of propriety alone ; for 
Adeiheid was dear to hkn as a daughter. And 
sequestered with a venerable lady, her now female 
g9ardian,in a woody seclusion not far from Celle, 
thither Christian constantly went to visit his 
adop)fed sjstra*, both before and after he entered 
his military (^reer, whenever circumstances brought 
him home. But omnipotent as he now knew' the 
passbn in his bosom, he felt equally apprehensive 
of perhaps losing the transporting tenderness with 
which she always met his fond affection, should he, 
by ward or deed, intimating it was not merely as 
a brother he limed but her aUme^ alarm into reserve 
the consciousness of her ingenuous heart. It was 
^ifficient to han to feel that he was beloved ; to 
know by the occult sympathy of tnie tenderness^ 
that she was happy in the conviction he was all 
her own, for him to await with hope the propitious 
hour of his avowal. And that hour would be 
when he should have wrought his day of duty, 
and proved to himself and to the world, that what* 
ever might be his anticipated bliss in being her's, 
still it was not in him *' to pass bis noon of man- 
hood in a myrtle shadel" 



Sach were InA lofty feelbgs of selfdenial |Lt 
some times; in others, nature clung witih alK^ts 
more melting yearnings, to the sweet endearmmts. 
of her uninterrupted society ; and to accoiqplkiK 
his taskf and remain at a distance from: her^. he 
often struggled against his heaitt; both from her, 
and with tier; and in the presenee of his father. 
Refraining time after time, from confiding his long 
cherished wishes to that honoured parent, till he 
could say — ^"My father! give me thv blessing? 
And let it be, that copipanion for my life, who was 
formed to virtue and to loveliness, by her that 
was the blessing of. youF^ life, and who gave me 
beingl" 

From the generally understood relationship be^ 
tween them, nothing extraordinary appeared in 
the visits of Christian to his young kinswoman ; 
and the duke would have been the last person to 
check so amiable a respect to his mother's me* 
mory, in her son. But Christian was not always 
to retain so looked a breast to Adelheid; even 
when he did^ not think himself free to declare all 
that passed there to his father* Her picture had 
been on his heart in every battle ; ana once, the 
polished gold in which it was cased, glanced aside 
a musquet ball, which otherwise must have en- 
tered that vital part. In their first meeting after 
this event, and that was only during his last vis- 
it to his home, he could not forbear mentioning 
what had been his shield. The dread and the 
joy together, were too much for her long sup- 
pressed extent of feelings; and falling nearly in- 
sensible on the breast her shadowed image had 
protected, for the first time in his life since ne had 
felt she was more to him than a sister, he pressed 
her to that heart which for years had beat alone 
for her and glory. The vows they then uttered 
were those oT heaven itself 5 and the tears of the 



young warrior, now tnbgled bltasMIy with^tfaoseof 
his beloved Adelbeid. 

In the mominit of their separation, he put a itog 
on her finger. " When the liberty oif Lower Nor- 
mandy is completed,'- said he, ^^ when under the 
brave Navarre, its sufiering people are rescued 
from death or apostacy, — then, my Adelheid, iffith 
their prayers for our auptial benediction. 1 will 
open our hearts to my father — ^I will return to 
thee.»' 

" To thee !" In those little words were compris- 
ed a sum of happiness to Adelheid, which al- 
feady deprived her of utterance. Incapable of 
speaking, she dropped her hes^d for a moment on 
his shoulder. Kor did she recollect distinctly any 
thiogthat was afterwards said between them, or 
how they parted j but she found herself cast on 
the little mossy seat in the garden, near which 
they had met to say farewell! He was gone; — 
and she rose to shut herself inber chamber — ^not 
to think of Christian !— ^or when did she not ? 
He was as one with her thought ; but to pray for 
him. And while invoking heaven for his preser- 
vation, she still felt herself companioned with him* 
In after years Christian was indeed made to know, 
and to verify in himself, that such is the only true 
affection, whether it be love or friendship, — which 
forgets itself in the true advantage of its object, 
and by this touchstone it is proved. 

By this touchstone, the citizens of Cefle like- 
wise, were hereafter to more fully know their 
prince. At present, his d«pest sacrifices would 
be hidden from them. The Norman campaign 
was £mght and gained. The news had flown to 
hfe borne ; from the castle to the town, from the 
town to the seclusion of Adelheid J And the jsath 
to the thnme of France being now deemed fairly 
qpened to the royal I¥olQQi;ta(nlcfaa»)f»oii,theGWS9 
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nvat concluded triumphant there* And when the 
victorious volunteers of Germanj were thronging 
back to their domestic hearths, it was natural that 
many hearts in Celle, besides the paternal breast, 
and that which warmed towards him in the bower 
of Helmstadt, should expect that Christian of 
Luneburg would be amongst the first to add his 
trophied crest to the bannered archives of his fa- 
thers. 

" He more particularly bears that distinction at- 
tached to his name,'' replied an old soldier, to one 
of the Styrians ; " because the brave Brunswick- 
ers who follow his standard, are chiefly command- 
ed from the veteran families planted round that 
ever military town. And they have shared many 
chivalric honours with their prince, from the grati- 
tude of Henry of Navarre,'' continued the martial 
speaker ; " I have been present at the service, and 
the guerdon." 

Christian, indeed, had made him a name in every 
field; the monarch ascribing to his persevering 
courage, the last blow which decided the famous 
battle of Ivry ; to his intrepid steadiness, the admi- 
rable covering of the royal retreat on the Somme j 
to his undaunted resolution, the ultimate victory 
which compelled the- great Farnese to evacuate 
the plains of Normandy. 

" But before half of this could be .achieved,'^ 
exclaimed the old. soldier, interrupting himself in 
the enthusiasm of his narrative ; — " so signal were 
his services in efiecting these important results^ 
the king had exhausted on him all his insignia of 
hbnour ; and when that royal hero presented to 
him the last star from his own breast — ^*' Lunt- 
hurg /" cried he, " You have won all these ! — Yw 
must turn fight for my looe alone P^ 

^ More precious than them all P^ replied the 
prince, ^^ opening his arms to the warm embrace (tf 



die faKve Navarre* ^ This pissed in tke field, and 
the aoclamatioBs of gar soldiers, now ring in my 
ears*" 

This testimonyoftbcar prince's early maturity in 
arms, and consequent respect from foreign poten- 
tates, brightened every countenance, even in the 
midst of their anxiety for his father; and the Sty- 
rians avowing an equal admiration, it did not seem 
unreasonable, when one of them, on the domestic 
of the castle turning away to the performance of 
his duty, expressed a wish to be admitted under its 
roof; there to await, perhaps . favourable news of 
the duke, and to catch a sight of iiis^ renowned son, 
should fortune then bring him to the couch of his 
father* 

But the scene that was closing there, no stranger 
eye was allowed to witness. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

The duke lay upon a bed surrounded • bv his 
sons. An unexpected sleep, which the mistake of 
an attendant had represented to the couriers as a 
stupor, the precursor of dissolution, had ^jo far re- 
vived him, that when his cbildreo arrived, he knew, 
and conversed with them all. Ernest, as eldest, 
sat at his right hand. The opposite seatoudit to 
have been occupied by Christian, his second son. 
The rest of the princes, five in number, took their 
places in rotation. George, who was the youngest 
save one, knelt near the foot of his father's bed, 
by the side of his junior brotheit, a boy of ten 
years old. The physicians, and a isAnister of state, 
stood near the vacant chair which had been set in 
expectation of Christianas arrival. 



iB,a few. siwawrj pMrttoulamr mconotodria lus^fatl^ 
dren the worth of their ancestors ; not, he saidi iO' 
ncideof their iUustnioiil^tttt^^.ooibe extent of tfieir 
aouaiDions; but.iaxeepeetto the virtues which used 
tho6edi»tinGtioR& ac^fndtog lo the high oommis- 
sioo thfQT implied frem the Kiii|^ of Kings* ^^ Men 
are nia^e flreat,^^ he ohservMi ^^not to please 
themiel^esv out to serve others :--and in fumlUng 
that duty, lies theproof and mark of soveceigatjr-^- 
tbe prerogaiive to confer bMefits.'^ 

He then bmfly ohserMd, in evidence of tfajs, 
that when Germany, was first redeemed^ £rom the 
uhtroddeo wild«rness,.by an overflowiiigpopalalidn 
from the north-east, it became necessary for ev€a*y 
newly planted oadoa to defend its posseasioos 
against the encroachments of subsequent emigra- 
tions ; and in process of time, to repel with still 
more determined hardihood, the successive attempts 
of forei^ invasion. Such protectors, were Armi- 
nius against the Romans, Guelph against the Goths, 
Wittikend and Bruno, who perished for thir coun- 
try in the fields of Charlemagne. From a race of 
heroes emulous of such sires, and from age to age 
protecting their altars and their homes, descended 
the sword of Henry the Lion, still to maintain the 
same riehts. ^Time has not marred its edgeT^ 
added thci duke; ^^and should it soon be drawn 
again,-*^as, in this my dying hour, I am led to ap- 
prehend ! — ^you, my sons, must take care that it 
pass to jfours untamiflifaed !" 

" So help^ us, Heaven V'— ejaculated Ernest, with 
a fervour unusual to him. 

The duke heard the voke. The tone was so 
unlike his eldest son^s ; so much in the spirit of his 
second; that he turned his head with a rapid ^ance 
towwdsthe point whenceit proceeded *, thentdTthe 
side where Christian wduldhave sat,, had he been 



]^esetil, btft the Mat was vscfttiu Tfa63diia^inC^ 
M parent clos^ btoc!^ fbr a momem^ leproocli- 
ing bimaelf, bow^v^r^ for be fek that thep^nciple 
tras the s^me, froth whkiherer breast: the dedtora- 
tion had pi^oeeeded ; asid, iadted^ being kss ex-' 
pected from hi&i who wt>v)d shortty bare the most 
pdwer, it' became the mtmi estimable to its object, 
ihte more welcome ta the expiring veteran* The 
diilre breathed one internal pt^ayer to the Almighty 
Being in whose presence he was himself so soen to 
stam^ for the preservaticfn of him, who was yet 
absent in the ftilfilment of his duties; then looking 
towards his eldest son, he put forth his hand, and 
Ernest met a fender grasp, that told the approval 
of his parent's heart* 

The dukef next described the dominions of bis 
ancestors ; extensive, and abondant in every good, 
and held independent of any earthly potentate; 
neither foreign invaders, nor neighbouring en- 
croachments, having been able to make any actual 
depredation on the territory of their allodial in-- 
heritance — till ttiemselves weakerttd tte strength hy 
dividing it P 

" Look here, ray children;^' continued he, tak- 
ing up a bundle of arrows from a table near his 
bed. They were firmly bound together by a lea- 
thern thong. He bade the young princes try to snap 
any^ one of them in their present cpUected state* 
They separately obeyed, but the attempt, of coursey 
was vain. 

"So impregnable,'' cried the duke, «*was the 
realm of your fathers, while they held' it entire. 
But, take off the thong, and give me the arrows^f* 

Ernest did as he was commanded ; and their fa- 
ther with small exertion of his' own enfeebled 
hands, broke first one, and then another. '*8o," 
rejoined he, *' I might With ^^al ease destroy them 
air, now tliey may be taken singly, unsupportedbjr 
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th^ relaiive strength of their brethren* In Vke 
maimer, when jour ancestors^ from a short-sighted 
par^Eital affection, disunited their^country, by dis* 
membering it into portions for their several chil- 
dren^ first one, and (hen another, became a prey to 
a stronger rival neighbour ; or> if left unmolested, 
it was the peax:e of. contempt, from a notion of 
each division's^insignificance* Failure of heirs, in 
the course of time, re-united some of the separated 
]imbs under the lineal head. Conquest recovered 
others from the powers which had usurped them ; 
while to a subtilty, which politicians have approved, 
but your father never ! one of our progenitors be- 
came possessed of that territory we now call Up* 
per Bavaria." 

* Some marks of fatigue, shewed themselves in 
large drops on the forehead of the duke, at this 
part of his discourse; and. at his request, that he 
might regain strength to ]>roceed on the more mo- 
mentous business of this interview, Evers^tein^ the 
minister of state, took up the narrative. The sub- 
stance of what be related was briefly this: 

The prince in question, though the son of Ethi- 
CO, one of the most virtuous of the Guelphic race, 
was noted all over Germany for the licence of his 
life. Hence it may be concluded, that what . he 
did in the way of gaining territory, was tess from 
ambition, than as a means of purchasing pleasures 
equal to those he sometimes enjoyed at the impe- 
rial court. One day an opportunity for this ag- 
grandisement presented itself. It was during a 
convivial meeting with Arnulph, the then emperor ; 
who, in the heat of Wine, made a wild offer to the 
son of Ethico, that he should bold as much land in 
fee of the empire as he could compass in one sum- 
mer day with a chariot. The young prince? was 
sufficiently himself to make 'the enga^e^ent posi- 
tive with the msonarcb 5 and the morning ^rrivW 



for the exp^ition. The whole coort were assem-' 
bled on an eminence to see the charioteer start ; 
and concourses of people placed themselves as 
spectators, at the different resting distances in the 
circle, which they calculated he might be able to 
complete from sun-rise to sun*set. What then was 
the surprise of all within view, to behold the prince 
present himself on a lightly caparisoned horse, 
known to be the fleetest of his stud ; and before 
him, in front of his saddle, was buckled a small 
golden chariot! It need hardly be added, that he . 
had it made for the purpose. Bowing smilingly to'' 
the emperor, but without a word, the trumpeters 
'which preceded him blew. He stuck his spurs in- 
to the animal at the first blast, and was soon far 
from sight of the shouting multitude. Fresh horses 
awaited him at different stations ; and by the time the 
sun of a midsummer's day went down,he had acquir- 
ed a fief of nearly four thousand mansi^ or measures 
of land — giving him, in fact, a territorial claim to 
the dukedom of Bavaria ; which, after some remon^ 
strance on the part of other princes of the empire, 
was at last awarded by Arnulph in redemption of 
his word ; and from that hour the Guelphic duke 
was designated in the imperial records by the name 
of Henry (f the golden chariot. 

" It still exists in that case," observed his vene- 
rable descendant, pointing to a casket of carved 
ebony, which stood in an old Gothic relicrie at 
the bottom of the room " Open it, George, and 
bring the contents to me?" 

George's attention to the recital, having been 
particularly fixed, attracted the notice of , his fa- 
ther; who, therefore, almost unconsciously, gave 
him this comqnand^ instead of speaking to any of 
his nearer brothers. The young prince obeyed, 
and opening the brass clasps of the old casket, 
took from it a small carriage, of tixe order de- 
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^cnbed, about twenty inciies Iodj^ ; and of a iffatkr 
manlship, eonsickring tfae ageof its maBufeclxire^ 
•of a verj exquisite kind. Time bad kideed dka- 
Bied its meCa! to a rather bmomze faue^ batCieoitgef 
thinking of nothing less than examining it, preant- 
ed it in sileqce to bis father. The ddke held it 
towards his sons* 

*^ My -children," said iie, '^ this curious piece of 
mechanism (w<wthy, perhaps, of your notice here- 
after, on account of its nicety,) was religiously pre- 
served for some centuries, as a sort of dumb wit- 
ness to our rights over the land it compassedJ^ 
George's colour, which had heightened on his 
cheek when ordered to bring toe chariot, now 
flushed over his whole face. The duke ccHa^tinued* 
'^In aftertimes," said he, <4ttemained, like many 
other memorials of the femily, a mere heirloom ; 
and I n^w shew it to you, to imprint on your minds, 
the danger, as well as folly, of rahmtarily subdi* 
viding a patrimony of any iconsequence ; since a 
sense of haying so fallen into comparative weak- 
ness, has tempted one, and might another of our 
brave house, to tarnii»h the real luetre of his nttme 
by an act of debasing cunning.^^ 

^^ Rather let us perish \^ cried £rnest. A huht- 
mur to the same effect, breathed from the rc%t of 
the young men ; but George sat silent, with his 
eyes fixed on the golden chariot. 

'^ I could not doubt such a principle in my sons,'^ 
resumed the duke. ^ And I proceed at once, to de- 
velope a plan long meditated, to prevent the pro- 
bability of any one of the evils we have just de- 
precated becoming the lot of your posterity. My 
childj'^ said be, accidentally (Observing Kim whose 
gaze was yet bcfnt on the old Beir-l<*om ;— ^^ pray 
take this away ? Its weight oppresses me.^ 

George obeyed with alacrity. «' That it shall 
never do again to any of our race I'' nmltorod hc^ 



to himself s a&d snatching it from the bed, wheijp it 
leaned against the breast of his father, he made 
but one spring to a window open for air, just over 
the moat; and throwing the gotden treasure out, 
saw it strike to shivers on a projecting angle of the 
biutressy and fall, dispersed in a hundred fragments, 
into the deep water below. 

"There!" cried he, " it is gone ! — detested me- 
morial of the only blot on the name of Brunswick !" 

Ernest and Augustus, his elder brothers, gazed 
on each other with something of appalled wonder 
at this deed of temerity. Frederick and Magnus, 
the two nearest to him in age, rather forgetting the 
solemnity of the scene in momentary curiosity, 
hastily rose to see what was become of the precipi- 
tated chariotr John, the youngest of the group, 
hardly aware of the import of what had been told 
coAGerning it, felt in a sort of angry amassement at 
being thus deprived of an object, he had been 
wifttfolly contemplating for future amusement. 

When the young prince saw the confusion this 
spontaneous act bad produced in the lately atten- 
tive circle round his father's bed, he approached it 
himself with an immediate fear of having, b^ so 
rash a gratification of his before repressed indigna- 
tion, disturbed the last hours of tnat revered pa- 
rent. The duke was indeed affected to the soul, ' 
but his emotion was silent. George threw himself 
on his knees beside him. 

" Oh, my father !" cried he, " forgive me ? — But 
I think, I could sooner have died than look on that 
badge of disgrace again !^' 

When the latter words were uttered, the duke 
t^>ok his son's bands in his: — ^^ My blessing rest up- 
oti thee, George !" cried he, " Thy father's heart 
went with thee, at that moment — and according to 
its t)rayer, may thee and thine be blest fbr ever !" 

The dttke^s p^sicians now interfered; and feel- 
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ing the pulse of their nwister, declared he could bear 
no more this eycmng ; but promising, as far as their 
judgments went, that the final instructions to follow 
these preliminaries, might be safelj deferred till 
the next morning, the exhausted invalid gently 
nodded his assent ; and after his sons had severally 
kissed his now tremulous lips, they withdrew, leav- 
ing him to his medical assistants, and his rest» 



CHAPTER IX- 

With even a dawn of hope, the princes had re- 
tired to their chambers. But soon ^fter the turn 
of midnight, a hasty summons recalled them to that 
of their father; where they found, in addition toils 
former attendants, Luitgard, bis confidential chap- 
lain, bending over his pillow. The reverend old 
man rose on the entrance of the brothers, and the 
physicians withdrew to the anti-rOom. 

The duke had been seized with spasms,.on awak- 
ing from that sleep into which he had ^ntly sunk 
on the departure of his sons; and these wringing 
pains being succeeded by those inexplicable bodily 
sensatioiis which warn, the sufierer himself loo 
surely of his quickly approaching dissolution, this 
anxious paiient lost no tntie in sending for his chil- 
dren,^ from their indeed haunted slumbers to re- 
ceive his dying injunctions, his last embrace. 

When they re-ente]?ed, his countenance, before 
pale and wan, seemed now like one already in the 
grave. His voice was scarcelv audible, yet. they 
could hear him name them to the chaplain.. None 
else spoke ; and instead of iaking thctir seai3» they 
all knelt at bis bed. He stretch^ oat. his hand in 
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silence, and they kissed it one by one. If wiafi Vei'y 
cold^ a.nd hardly dlstingui&bable in cokoor frdm %h^ 
sheet. The youngest bov, for the first lim^, felt a 
real appi^faension he might lose hk father, and sob- 
bed ak>ucl. 

" My children ! My dear children !" at last broke 
from the ashy lips of the duke : — " You are here, 
to begin, perhaps, a long career of probationary 
duty ; 1 have only a few minutes left to complete 
mine! What your fathers did in theirs, I have al- 
ready told you — the champions of our laws and 
religion, for more than a thousand years ! Their 
blood, warm in your hearts, urges in stronger lan- 
guage than my voice, though now from the confines 
of the ^rave, that you will not shrink from any 
self-sacrifice, to ensure the general aitn of their 
lives-^the end for which several of them died !— fo 
fii^lfil your duff as princes, ^^ 

The duke then reminded them, that he had al- 
ready pointed out the ruinous effects of dividing a 
sovere^n territory. He acknowledged that too 
frequent precedents admitted the claims of all his 
sons to certain portions of the dominions he was 
then called upon to resign; but he relied on the 
true principles with which he had ever sought to 
imbue their minds, that no hesitation would be 
found in any of them, to prove their just claims to 
the honours of their births— by shewing a suprema- 
cy in every patriotic virtue^ 

^ Your grandfather, Ernest the confessor," con- 
tinued he, " the friend, and the disciple of Luther, 
protected hira: in this castle, against half Ihe em- 
pire. He was the first to publicly avow the doc- 
trines of that great reformer's feith; and to his 
dying hour, he defended its professors with his wis- 
dom, and his sword.-*-The present Peace of Reli' 
gian wan the coniMsquence* But thei«6 are spirits 
rising around, which thrateten further tmls for our 
thurch and national freedom;<*-«'Tofneei those times, 
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y<Ni mvst pfepare ; aad the foundatson of ^our 
power will rest in mmMUning tiu inUgral unttg of 
the dvkidom:' 

Much of what he meant to tmpfy in this exhor- 
tation, was immediately conceived by Ernest and 
his brothers ; and, without a dissentitig veice in the 
momentary whisper which passed betweui them, 
be assured their father, thev were each ready to 
surrender his own individual right to the genwal 
advantage ; by subqikittine at onoe, to whomever 
of his seven sons he would select to be sovereign 
of the whole. — ^Tbev aU supposed Christian waa 
the object in the cluke's thoughts ; and fonest, 
nnfeignedly declaring his own lack of talents fer 
war, though be trusted that his father could not 
doubt the courage of any of his sons (--added, 
^^ that should times arise, such as were presaged, 
none indeed could be considered so fit to rule, so 
4:ompetent to command^ as his absent brother.^ 

" No, my noble son !" rejoined the duke ; ^ thine 
own disinterested spirit shall rule, here in equity 
and peace, as long as Heaven grants thee life^ 
and thy brother shall serve thee, and thy people, 
faithfully.'^ 

With these words, he made a sign to Everstein, 
the secretary of state, who held a written pap^ in 
his hand, previously dictated by the duke himself; 
and the minister, bowing to the command, read 
aloud these solemn wishes of his dying master:-** 
" That the sovereignty of the entire dominions 
then under the sceptre of William of Celle, Duke 
of Brunswick Luneburg, should be vested in bis 
eldest son ; and that on his demise^ his surviving 
brothers should regularly inherit the same, acc(»d- 
ing to precedency of birth." 

The young men instinctively bent their ^eadsto 
their brother, in sincere acquiescence, at the ekse 
of the last sentenoe. A stortpause ensued, and 
then the minkter Continaed. 
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^' Tb^ nnt clattte^'' Mid be, '' U ^^ ft jbotb^ ^ri- 
vaie ««iure$ aod for tbe wnest re^teonst if.;9r«i»led^ 
(Hi^bit to be held a secret of state." 

Tbis premtsedy EvecsteiB Envied to (the .{laper 
and read again* 

^' To prevent tbe temptaikwH or.i^fttber aay sigp^ 
rest necessity hereafter, to break up in tbe smMest 
degree ibis ocoisoltdation of f ower, another olause 
Biint be admitted,— fiaradjr^ Aal J one of the seveft 
heirs to be allowed the privilege-of marriage. And 
in the event of th^ cdnsenting to this boaad also, 
it is ipropoaed to oomiait tbe ej^tion to. Proridance, 
l^ tseir drawing lots for the future ancestor of 
' the family. They who are yet in minority, will 
be caUed upon to ratify tfaeir present engagement 
at the age of maturity," 

The Srotbero looked on each other. Three of 
them had arrived at thea^ of manhood. Magmis 
and George were yet yontba, and John a child* 
With the latter, then, the request was likely to be 
readily granted. 

^ Consuk togetfa^Y my ckildren !" resumed the 
doke ; ^ aU timt yon do for your oountry roust be 
done voluntarily, and then k will be with your 
hearts. Wha^ver vou decide, 1 will be the pledge, 
to the same eifect, nir your absent brother." 

Ernest felt no hesitation in staii^itig the hazard 
of renouncing a state to which his wishes, -once 
blighted by female perfidy, no longer pointed ; and 
a i^rt conference apart, with- Ai^ustus and Fre- 
derick, whose hearts had never been in a situation 
to bring the subject into question, soon confirmed 
the reply to be according to their father^} wisdom* 
Ernest, then repeating what was determined, to his 
three younger nrothers, received their spcmtaneous 
assent also ; and immediately thro^ine himself cm 
his knees br the doke^s bed, in whkrh action he 
wHsfolbwed by the xest; and while all held .np 
their clasped hands^ he prononnced these ^ords ;— 



106 ninaiL caaoBTtMs 

^Here, my father! before God and yoti, we 
5wear |o maintain the government of our country, 
inviolate in the person of one sovereign, and ac- 
t:ording to the laws f and also every one of us to 
live in celibacy, excepting him to whom the lot 
from yon urn may assign a different fate/' 

Not doubting that such a resolution would be the 
result of his appeal to the best principles of his 
children, the duke had ordered a vase to be pre- 
pared for the purpose ; and motioning it to be 
brought towards him, he directed Everstein to hold 
it to Ernest^ and thence succ^sively to his other 
sons; each putting in his hand, drew out a sealed 
scroll. 

" But who is to. represent Prince Christian ia 
this?' asked the minister. 

"Myself," returned the duke; and the urn being 
presented to him, his. trembling hand took forth a 
scroll. When all were drawn, he made a sign for 
their eitamination. 

Ernest broke the seal of his — a blank* The 
fainting pulses in his father's bosom beat for a mo- 
ment quicker; — he gave what he grasped in his 
own hand to Everstein. "Open it!" was the 
scarcely audible command. The minister did so 
— it was a blank. At the-word a pang of disap- 
pointment passed through the parental heart, which 
had not been aware of the wish that filled it, till it 
was thus destroyed ; and hardly stifling an answer- 
ing groan, he said within himself, — ^" I call upon 
my children, who are yet on the threshold of life, 
to relinquish ; and shall I, on the verge of leaving 
it, not know how to resign ? The Almighty directs 
for his own." 

Augustus, Frederick, Magnus, all broke their 
seals, and all presented vacancy. Every anxious 
eye was now turned on the two youngest boys ; 
and the father's election between them beinj^al- 
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ready made in hk mind, with a ferment inward 
prayer, he watched the breaking of the first seal. 

^ It is mine !'' cried Georse, and with a sl^i^e 
overwhehning of soul, at the awful responsibility 
that lot seemed to lay upon him, he threw himself 
before his father. 

" Bless thee, my son !" returned he, stretching 
his arms over him ; " may* thy progeny, to the 
latest generations, emulate these thy brothers ! 
Every grey head of thy race will then, liite thy 
fathers, go down in peace, in honour to the grave I" 

George wept in silence where he knelt ; and so- 
lemn was the surrounding stillness, while the dying 
parent extended his benedictions to his several 
sons, repeating them separately over each bent- 
down head. The bright locks of youth were luxu- 
riant in all. But policy had now marked the ton- 
sure there ; and a chill, colder than the already 
grasping fingers of death, touched the parental 
bosom with regret at so hard a necessity. He then 
took the Uank scroll of Christian, and superscribed 
it* " The writing is hardly legible,"'said he ; " but 
the heart of my son will dccypher it." 

His hand fell on the sheet, and his eyes closed 
for a moment. Luitgard, who stood near him, 
touched that now icy hand. " My master I'' cried 
he, " there is yet a duty to perform !" 

The duke started from his pillow. 

"You have settled with the temporal world,*' 
continued the minister of Heaven; "the cup of 
eternal life is now before you !" He held the sa- 
cred bread and chalice to him. " Take it now 
with your children. And when next you meet, it 
will be at the footstool of Him, who, consummating 
all sacrifice in Himself; commanded this blest com-f 
munion, in perpetual evidence of His love and 
your redemption." 

The parting soul seemed hovering on the lips, 

V 
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wl(kAi>tliM bMred t& the aap^ But stiU pioMtt b 
affiMim uritfa all oa earth that was> dear to him, 
b«Air»'hi» iMt sigh bresfthed that sool toiks^rod. 
he had shared the hohf rkc with his t omu 



CHAPtER X. 

Next morning all wdA still in the castle. — ^Not a 
sound was heard by those who glided silently along 
the passages on indispensible duties, excepting now 
and then the low sobs of a mourner, whose door 
was closed against the intrusion of common sym- 
pathy. 

A week, indeed, passed in this awful suspension 
from the usual business of life. — But it Was not to 
within the castle alone, that such estrangement be- 
tween the different members of the same house- 
hold was confined ; every where in the town, em- 
ployment seemed forsaken oif its object, and rest ' 
failed of producing repose*— Sadness sat on every 
countenance, and. a cold sense of deprivation laj 
in the bottom of every heart. 

At last the day arrived when the closed gates of 
the castle were re-opened, for the solemnity to come 
forth, that was to consign the father of his people 
ta the tomb^^ — ^1 his children were to meet, or 
fbH<9w it ; at leafit all who could reach the spot in 
time ; for the whole of the citizens of Celle, wiib 
crowds from other districts of the dukedom, cloatli- 
ed in black, and sorrow of a deeper hufe, tracked 
the streets, and the roads to the town. Every 
voice v^as mute, while the sable cavalcade passed 
^long ; no sound& were heard, save the dull tramp 
of the plumed houses,, aiid th^ low monotonous roll* 
ing of the mourner's carriage-wheels over the 



canaMmy, laid inttik sitwr^tou-^BMa^ waVt^ be- 
fore tile hesme, but faMt vommfds th« earth, to 
wbicli he who had won tliem, was then returning 
to hk last bed^^Tbe annorial blazonry of the 
heroes whose examples he had followed, hung in 
nuMroos eaeutcheons, under the long sweeping 
canopy of the bie^.— -Yet no eye saw any thing in 
this gor^oas pageant, but the Tebicle which carri- 
ed'tfieir: bielovJ3d sovereign to the tomb. — ^Nore- 
marie, or even lamentation, disturbed the awful at- 
tention; while to the rest of the funeral sounds 
were added the <l6efMoned tolling of the bell, 
paf^w^ and reBUtmng, at the intervals <rf a minute 
frotffttm 'time of the hearse appearing from the 
caslte' gate^way, until it drew near the great door 
of thecharclu ^But when the head of the duke*s 
coffin was perceived from under the dark drape- 
riei^of the pall, in being drawn forth to be convey- 
ed into the church, an tmiversal wail broke from 
the assembled people.— The bearers, and their sa- 
cred charge, entered beneath the porch, where the 
bishop, with his consecrated brethren, received it. 
— ^The six sons of the deceased, habited in long 
black robes, mourners indeed, followed with the 
ministers of state. — All of the citizens who could, 
pressed in after them; and when there was no 
more room, those who remained without, gave way 
to their groans and tears. 

The organ pealed daring the passage of the body 
into the choir. — There was then a long silence — 
at least it seemed so to those whom the shut doors 
excluded, and therefore could not hear the service 
as it proceeded ; but at last a faint and single cry 
was heard.-*^A momentary tumult of many voices 
succeeded, with a short bustle within ; a pause then 
ensued for a few minutes, followed by a low mur- 
mur, like a general burst of half-suppressed grief. 
— ^AU was indeed over. And the doors re«open- 
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lag, tb« proeeMOn cma Smik^ioM itx the cetor it 
Wtere4» but crowdkif. forward, ro^ftd the moiMi- 
log j^Fiace&i Geoiqge Ivbg in the aritw ^f tWQ of 
them, who, with faces bW:lMd m JD^tble, aamsted 
their attend9|U3 io beariog him iolA the air. 

At that oiost aw&l paata^ of the ttyvicft, vhcn 
the dust was thrown iqMn ki$ iathtt'^ orfBi^ be had 
uttered a piercing crv^ and lallen kueosiUe into 
the graveT-^Noae who tver beheM that sacred 
rite, and beard these wordis fyrer a beloned olnoctt 
can have escaped ,tbe pau vhicii 4h« slni»4o 
the heart of the soo*-— in iwost evei^ otb^ msf 
sage of the service} the promiiet ef mouHilaligri 
from Him who beocffloe Ae Jirsf fiuiu ftf (fcemmif 
sUff^ console and cheer the moitmer.-^^But at Uris 
solemn commitment to the grouiid, death apfwars 
in all its threatened final extiactimi ; in ^^ earth to 
eartb,'^ we see the treinendous sentence dendimoed 
<Hi all who live, verified i^eii what we tove best! 
— tbea the heart pays the penalty of offendia^ 
man; it feels the stiagiof death, not for itself, bat 
in what it loves ^ and, with prostration of soul, ac- 
knowledges, that but for tne mercy of God, who 
has assured us of the remrr^f^iion ef the dead! we 
§hould mourn without hope ; and could only seek 
ccmsolatioA, in joining that clay cold sleq) ; in gbh 
iag our hearts to be shared by the worm, ready to 
prey on all that was most dear to us! 

Such, ii^daed, had been the impression of the 
falling dust, on the mind of George when the cry 
he uttered pierced through the walls of the church, 
to the ears of the assembled multitude ; a sound 
from within, whkh struck at once on every bosom 
without; for all felt it had issued from some one of 
their common father's own children* 

Theii: aspect in emereiag from the porch, shew- 
ed how ju^bad been the conclusion* — The. faces 
of the princes, no boger shroMided firtim viewl^ 



dieir moxirntng hoods,, now thrown back in the 
aaxio^s disorder of attention to their brother, ap- 
peared with every trace of manly sorrow. The 
young John was weeping aloud, and led out by 
Everstein«-^Erliest, (whose accession to the sole 
goverooaent of the dukedoin had been proclaimed 
from that very church door, on the morning of the 
dissolution of the duke,) he now fbi^ot the forms 
of his new dignity^ in fraternal anxiety ; and with 
a C(»}ntenance peculiarly pale, and his eyes bent 
^on his brother alone, wnom he supported on one 
arm, he took no notice of the crowd, now pressmg 
nf ar him* Thtey had Hstened td the proclamation 
<5)r his accession, in regretful silence : but the sight 
of this scene of domestic sorrow, attracted every 
heart towards their young duke.^ — Some put the 
train of his mourning robe to their lips ; others, 
more distant, ejaculated prayers, that he might 
reign in pe^ce and honour, like the prince they 
lamented* > 

The air blew velpy fresh ; and George began to 
revive just as the serva^nts were preparing to lift 
him into the coach, to convey him away from the 
melancholy scene. — ^A full recollection of what 
had passed, and a quick conception that all was 
completed during his insensibility, flashed into his 
mind the moment he re-opened his eyes, and saw 
the sun, and heard the crowd, and met the anxious 
looks of his brothers. He raised himself from 
their arms, with a sudden rallying of his strength ; 
and throwing himself into the carriage, the door of 
which was open to receive him, he covered his 
ftce with his hands ; and, bathed in salutary tears, 
though speechless as his fellow mourners, accom- 
pained them back to their desolated home. 

It was late in the evening of that day, when 
heavy clouds coming up from the north-west, broke 
into vast darkmass^ sweeping ovc^ the sky ; and^ 
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a penetrating, biting vmd blew from Itie sandy 
tracts between the Elbe and the woods of Celle ^ 
that one lonely traveller, cold fjrom wkhtn, radier 
than firom the season witheut, and wHh dishevelled 
garments, rode across the Aller bridge into the 
towii* His horse was in a foam, though he slack- 
ened its pace when he approached the bartrier gate* 
No"one, however, asked him who he was, or whith- 
er he went. He too well apprehended the cause 
of this utter neglect of the customary wardship 
there; yet hopir^ to r^ch the castle before the 
last solemnity, he did not venture hazarding the 
extinction of that ray of comfort, by making any 
enquiry of the few melanoholj^ beings whom he 
saw, liKe silent spectres in their mourning weeds, 
flitting by the ends of the streets, as he mutely 
traversed therai. — But when he came in sight of 
the main tower of the castle, and saw the lowered 
flag flapping against the battlements, he . then felt 
he beheld the fact he before had only heard of !— 
The lord of that castle was indeed no more ! Dim- 
ness passed over his eyes, and the pulse of his 
heart seemed to collapse, while be still went for- 
ward. By the instinct of habit he threw him- 
self off his horse at a small postern in the first 
quadrangle, through which a private way led im- 
mediately to the ducal apartments ; and thence, with- 
out stoppage of any kind, not being met by even a 
servant, he proceeded to the room, which he well 
rememberea to have been usally inhabited by him 
he sought. 

• Ernest, who had always prefeired thk part of 
the palace on account of its command of view, on 
assuming the cares of government, reserved it for 
his hours of seclusion; and .to it het redred 
on the evening of his father's obsequies^ to com- 
ptee his troubled spirit after the tryin|; solen^kies 
tf the day**— He was leaning hack in his chair^ 



meditatifig on the scene whieh had just doted,, 
when the sound of a qeick step in the oMtry, and 
the immediate opening of his door, maflfe hint faasci* 
ly look up.-^So uncereBtonions an entrance to his 
presence could only be accounted for^by his sup* 
posing that the jidiysician lb whose care he had 
committed his brother George^ was brmging him 
some alarming tidings. He started on his feet, on 
behoUing a person enter, half wrapped in acloak ; 
but in whose pale and agitated countenance, the 
next moment, he discoimed his brother Chris*- 
tian. 

Aft»r their first etnbrace, it was some minutes 
before this ibog absent son could master his emo" 
tions sufficientiy, to ask whether be were yet too. 
late for the last duties to his father* IVfaen he did 
speak, his eyes were fixed on the deep>black gar- 
ments of his brother. — ^His own bore the marks of 
many a rough field. 

^ Tbis nuMtting,^ returned Ernest, ♦^we all fol- 
lowed him to the glrave.'^ 

"All!: How, in erwy way am 1 bereaved!" 
groaned the fuH heart c^ bis questioner ; and put- 
tine; a handkerchief to his overflowing eyes, he 
walked to a window, where he remained for some 
tknein a sincere mourner's silence. — At last he 
tm^ed to his brother^ and in a calmed tone, made 
some enqoiries nspecting the time and progress of 
their father's illness ; and whether his only absent 
> son bad been i^membered in his dying blessing. 

Ernest^ with that saddened composure, which be- 
speaks a longer acquaintance with the sorrow they 
both shared, bow recounted the seireral circum- 
stances which preceded, and attended the duke's 
testamentary houTS.«^ChTistian listiened^ with ri^ 
vetted attentkai, from the beginning to the end. 
Noiw he did not weep, neither did he sigh. He 
was called upon to act, as-well as to suJBbr». He 
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reoemd a command from tte parent he lanmnted, 
to do -more than-mibehieliii grief. He was to be 
tbe sirord and the staff of fais brotfaeri, h» soldier 
and bir fneod ; ^ and inobeying thee, my factor P' 
said he, inwaidly, ^ I stttUerve thee.'^ 

Such were the thoughts^ fraught wkh consolatkm, 
that passed through the mind of ChristkiD, during 
the recital which the young duke made of the 
last days of their venerated parent; describing 
the unwearied attention with which he provided 
for all who depended on' him, whether by public 
care or private benevolence; also the« j»ous 
equanimity with which he prepared for fab' own 
eternal change ; and the unimpaired pat^nal af- 
fection, with which he partook of the last act of 
hh faith, with his assembled children. 
. Christian's heart did indeed yearn to have 
shared that hour. But as the narratm proceed- 
ed, subjects were unfolded which, taking ^ him. by 
surprise, powerfully vi^vnehed .his. thougils. from 
this tenderer meditation. Thatnhe deceaised duke 
had seen the great consequences of .|»«sermg bis 
do|ninions in one integral formv ai^i therefore be- 
queathed them to one hand alone, was so far from 
presenting a matter of regret to this his second 
son, (to whom, according to common usage, con- 
siderable territory ought to have devolved^, a flash 
even of gladness lit up his eye, while aeclaring 
his perfect satisfaction in so wise a dispiosttion* 
But when Ernest mentioned the more secret arti- 
cle, to gtiarantee the continuance of this single 
heirship, then Christian found a demand on his 
duty hard to obey ; it was one to take from bita 
aH. 

^ Ernest spoke of it abnost with indifference* His 
soul had never felt a touch of w)iat tten pressed 
vpon his brother's. Unimpossioned by nalure, 
and devoted to the enjoyments, of tiatste rather 



than of the afectiens, be loved those aronad him 
more from habit^ ami the amenities of a gentle 
temp^, tbaoi any sensibilitv to those persons be- 
in^ really essential to bis haziness. Hence hh 
brief attachment to the beautifol coquet, who had 
relinquished him for a higher ambition, having 
been awakened by a beHef that she first loved 
him ; when her true aim was discovered by her 
falseness, his pride bled more than his heart; and 
without a struggle, he took the vow, which now 
seized the soul of Christian, with all the horror of 
an utter devastation of hia every hope. 

Different, indeed, was his temperament from that 
of his brother* Ardent,- devoted, tender, every 
connection in life affected him intimately. The 
filial reverence in which he had held his father 
was profound ; the fraternal affection with which 
he regarded his brothers was fond and cherishing; 
while his devoledness to the public or private in- 
terests, to which his principles attached him, ab- 
sorbed all daat remained of self within him. This 
latter principle had always been the rallying point 
of his character to himself. Now it was to be put 
.to a test he never could have. anticipated: And 
c^ld he resign all that was most precious to his 
heart as a man, for the public interests now pro- 
posed to him as a prince? Dedicated by his fa- 
th^s. earliest precepts, and more powerful cx- 
ample^ to the spirit of patriotism ; and though from 
yimth to manhood a worshipper of its glories, still 
from his ver V boyhood he had retained one secret 
chamber in nis soul for a more endearing guest ; 
to be, what he had seen his mother to his fa- 
ther, a solace, a soother from the great battle of 
life. Knowing himself the most cherished object 
of a heart as tender . aa it was pure, to ]ove Adel- 
hetd^ the kmg accustomed companion of his yputh, 
. waft, ta« love: viiitue, fdr 4h<e inspired it; though 
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amid&t approTing sihiles^ sHe often irept the WBy 
it led, ana once sbe said to him, 'M treiid>le at 
what you are — ^whither your nature impels you I 
Vet 1 would not have you odierwise* Nor could 
I bear that you should be weah, in the weakness 
of my heart's dread at where you go I!' 

In the angubh of their last parting, she had al- 
most unconsciously uttered this distracted, yet in- 
telli^ble avowal of herself; feeline a terrible fore* 
boding, while he hung on her hand and pboed hk 
betrothing ring upon it, that they should never meet 
again* Fields of olood were then before her eyes | 
France and its enfuriated^ treacherous leaguers ; 
the sword and the dagger I And though the cause 
was just, she shrunk in the hour of sacrifice. Still, 
however, her voice would seem to. declare other* 
wise, while she said, " Farewell ! My prayers shall 
follow you.'* 

But how, when those words were uttered, did he 
leave her. Cast, weepinig on the cold sod^ where 
they had kneeling breathed their last adi^u ! So he 
thought ; but the face then hid in the veil 'which en- 
foldqi her, could he have seen it^ was pale and in- 
sensiole as the cold statues near which she lay. 

Christian, on hearing the vow demanded of him 
b^ his father, felt all these pangs of separation re- 
vive ; and with the more pbignant conviction, that 
they were bliss to what he was no\t"siimmoned to 
inflict upon her and himself.. She had loved him 
from her infancy ; and when she knew her orptetn 
state, without relatives, without friends, but those 
she had found unde^. his paternal roof^ she looked 
to him alone to be all to her : yes^ he felt her soul 
cling to him, with a sweet dependency, a sense Of 
iningled existence, which death only co^id sercr ! 
This he was called upon to dissolves with ^ stroke'; 
while himself, in that severer thah. dying* liafcrific^ 
would relinquish what had ever been th^ toiven of 
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his life! Whether from tbe field of slaughter, or 
the bed of angeisfaed wounds, oa the heights of vie- * 
tory , or in the depths of disappointment, — nay, in 
sorrow's self,-^still the idea of Adelbeid hovered 
like a blessed spirit near him ; her image appeared 
at the end of every darkened vista, full of l^ht, 
cmd spkndow^ ondjay ! But all was now to be with- 
drawn. As if he had inherited the malediction of 
Cain, — the gates of peace were to be closed against 
him ; he was to become an adventurer, without a 
home ; a wanderer, without a bosom of refuge ! He 
was even to break the heart, that to his would have 
been faithful, even in partaking all these trials! 
" And for myself,'' ejaculated he, inwardly, " hav- 
ing destroyed thee, Adelheid, I go down to my 
grave, unregretted — unremembered !" 

He started from his chair* — ^^ Oh ! any thing but 
this, my father !" cried he, aloud* ^^ I cannot do 
this!" 

"You are certainly. at liberty to refuse," rejoin- 
ed the young duke, ^^ being absent when such a 
pledge was called for, and noway sanctioning such 
a vicarial engagement for you ; if you have now 
any reluctance to make it yourself, (which w#had 
not),none of us can deem you blameable in object- 
ing to this, or indeed to any other clause in the tes- 
tament of our father." 

Christian, who was traversing the room in a con- 
fusion of mind and emotions he had never known be- 
fore, glanced on the little scroll, which Ernest, while 
speaking, had taken up from the open desk where 
it lay. He recccnised his name, written in his fa- 
ther's band, on the superscription, and stepping to- 
wards his brother, took it from him. ^^ Leave me^ 
Ernest,". said he. ^^ Allow me the privacy of this 
apartment for a short time; and when we meet 
again,, a higher power may have settled the rebel- 
l^n^We. At present,.! do not know myself ?" 



Whik he spoke, lie ^^t hmaelf Mo a chdirv add 
dropped bis head on the table od his handft. 

Ernest, in ii<> incoosiderable st^prise, both at 
the hesitation and extraordinary agftalioQ of Us 
brother, and on a subject vrhicbt bad coat himself and 
tlie others hardly a second tbought,«-^with some 
feeling, perhaps, of at last having found a pouit of 
superiority over that brother of his father^a con* 
stant boast, — with a gentle increase of conscioas 
dignity, uttered a word of sooth^,. and with- 
drew. 

Christian was then alone. Ah, no ! his tortgpers 
were round htm; and instead of being able to 
master the strange tumult within him,-^^strange, be- 
cause, for the first time in his existence he started 
from performing a demanded duty, — he found 
every dear and persuasive argument in redoubled 
array against the hardness of the task. Was it 
justice to himself, was it honourable to her, who 
had trusted in him f He who had neter before 
measured the relative value of his actions, now 
seemed to have the weighing of their merits forced 
upon him. They had been made of no account ; 
and^his fatal vow was to defraud him even of him* 
self! His brothers, indeed, had taken it. But 
passing their youthful years in the pursuits of 
study, or the pleasures of their paternal country, 
to: relinquish one source of happiness out of so 
many^ seemed scarcely a regret to them. But with 
him the case was different. He had been hazard- 
ing his life to keep war frqm their doors, by en- 
gaging on the side of suffering humani^, at a dis* 
tanpe from his home. He had been devotcid from 
his earliest youth to the Everest toils, in learnii^ 
this lesson for his coontpy ; and through all, he 
had reserved only one single recompense peculiai^ 
ly his own, to be his invoked rewftiul : and he was 
calledtot devote tli^ also ! The aanwer Wis like 
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Jieplfttedi'» <i(l thi^orieiim ^ tii» vaA ww, and he 

felt tbt immolatim impoBsifale* 

<* Ho, my ftitlmv'' cried he) <^ nar wcndd you, 
bad irou miown the heart of ymr son, have be» 
queattied that ctrse upon himP fi« felt the 
dettAnd would be bnfe, whichever way he should 
deckle^ To disobey, was to entail it sevenfold* 
The curse, indeed, at theft moment, seented in his 
veiits. No tsars now flowed to his relief; Andj 
wMi a pulsation ia his brain, as tf it were breaking 
hito niMnejis, he threw hisascdf suddenly on his 
faiees* 

^^My God, give me s&englh in this!^' t^ied he, 
^or^«**hedarM notcomplote the prater. Cow- 
ardice, if not impiety, were in the wish it would 
have asked ; and his soul, habitutfled to front every 
direatening circumstance) rose against seekinjg 
^eath as a desertion of his post. Rallied by this 
brave instinct of h» nature, {and what is instine t 
but a guiding helm from Heaven !) he resolved to 
face at once the whole of the task assigned him, 
hg reading the scroll, which he yet grasped im- 
read in hb band"^ On looking at the superscrip- 
tion asam, where the first si^ht of his name, m 
his fatfaer^s writings had caused him so m^ch emo- 
tion, he found these awfiil and imperative words : — 

'^ This scroll, blank within, consigns my beloved 
son, Christian^ to a life of service and a me of cel- 
ibacy." 

Beneath, in the cypher character, or short-^hasd, 
in which the deceased usually wrote his slate pee- 
pers, ^as added i*-^ 

^^This bard duty required of my son, is ne- 
cessary for two reasons. Fit st, the cooservatbn 
of his paternal country demands, that it shorid 
remain one state uiider one master. Secondly, for 
the perpeuuty4^ sueh a settlement, the line of de- 
soent must be .made sin^ HeiKse his &m bro- 
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ibers k»ft wvi^lf takm a vow to ilus^icA,*iii 
deference to the lot aas^ed by Providonce to 
Uieir I:^!e4)»er. George* .But Ckristmn, my.secend 
sen,, not having, liad it in. his p6wer to be present, 
I, .WiUiam pf €e\hr Ditk^ of Brunswick Lime- 
bupg^ bis fatber,-?-!!!^ tbe$e my dyiagknomtnts, lajce 
an oath- to the same double imfjAet, oa the p^ of 
that dear and e^bsent jon; promising : in his nanley 
that on his return frotn fighting the battl0s of 
Christendom, he will here fuml his duty as a son^ 
a patriot^ and a.chrisjtian, b¥ solenuily ratifying 
this my vow : and in firm faith of such a sacrifice, 
I bequeath him aiy blessing.'!. / / : 

At the beginning of the: scroU, : the cbdracters 
were. traced with a feeble hand; the last sent^^Hioe 
was perfectly ste^dv. Christian's eyes fastened 
themselves there. But it was not the writing oaly 
he now saw : the vision where it was written ro$e 
bi&fore him$ the whole scene in which that sen- 
tence had .been penned* He beheld his father's 
beroic^jounteneuice, without a ruffle of doubt on. his 
^ow, even in the pangs of death, thus lin^ringas 
it were upon the verge of. eternity, to b^<ic4»e the 
surety of his absent son ; pledging himself confi- 
dently, before God and man, thaf^Qbi'istian. would 
fulfil ms bond. , And why ? Btcmise it wa^4^ duty 
to do.so» . 

" Then,":cried he, rising from his knees, in whfch 
position he had read his father's injunction, ^' it no 
longer remains for choice. My father — ^my coun- 
try — ye shall be satisfied !" 

Having pronounced these words,* l^'^^lfrt^o- 
nished at the calm he found in himself. : "tk^ Te- 
soluiion taken, the. tumplts in his breast subsided ; 
but Mill a trembling remained, — an apprehension, 
that nothing was. surely' 4nne towards tbeAsaqjrtfiee 
tin it was made, and therefore irretrievable* Yet 
he wttuU ml disgirace the act he meaifit to do fMaOi 



principle, by pferferimng it with the haste of des- 
peratiofi. 

** For thee, my Adelheid !" exclaimed h^, " oh, 
now no longer miBe !^' The faintness of a last se« 
paration came over him, while he added, ^' Heaven 
must comfort thee !" 

. The vision, indeed, rose before him, of her long 
bejreafter hours of hopeless loneliness, weeping the 
absence of him who never must return ; and he 
Ihoi felt the overwhelming pow^r of tenderneai, — 
that passion of the souL, which some men call a 
proof of its weakness* Tears, indeed, burst from 
his own eyes. But if auch be its character, how 
does that weakness trample on difficulties and dan- 
gers fbr the objeet of its interest ? How does it 
ofteH' embrace even death itself, rather than suffer 
evil to the being of its affections ? Christian could 
meditate the resignation of rank, power, every per- 
sonal enjoyment from the world, and without a sigk 
resign ihtm* But' when he thought of her, whose 
confiding sympathy bad been the charm of his life, 
and who counted on his, as the be aU^ and the end 
M of ber^s ! he found the idea unman him again ; 
and so strong was the tenderness which then sub- 
dued bim, h^felt he must wrest Ws mind, if possi; 
ble, frofm her iqfiage, — until the , utterance of the 
vofff.duty exaetcd, should sanctify, his tears. 



CHAPTER XI. 



.^^pi^a lew moqfients given to the recovery of 
^saH^i^session, Christian sought the duke, accord- 
ing Afg^rQmise, in the usual assembling room of the 
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family. He found him there with his brothers f 
and the interview rather increased than lessened 
bis sense of desolation. They were all in deep 
black, — ^pale, silent, and even formal, from the re- 
straint each put upon his individual feelinp. The 
embrace he received from each, was, therefore, 
colder than the hearts which gave it, and it chilled 
him. He sat down, gazed once on the group ; and 
then for a moment passed his hand over his eyes^ 
while the comparison, with the memory of the last 
scene he had beheld there, flitted before them. 
The revered form was now indeed gone, who then 
appeared from the midst of these young men, all 
smiles like themselves, and extending his arms 
eagerly to clasp his returning son. At that time 
George was present also; laughing through his 
glistening eyes at the thronging group, then cla- 
mouring around their brother with all the affec- 
tionate curiosity of their affinity and different ages, 
as he dealt out amongst them a variety of rarities 
given to him by the Queen of Navarre. George 
was now absent likewise. The violence of his emo- 
tions in the morning had been succeeded by fever- 
ish symptoms ; and the physicians, for fear of dan- 
ger from increased agitation, would not allow of his 
even knowing his brother was arrived. 

In the course of the evening, Christian desired 
to see the venerable Luitgard, the preceptor of his 
youth ; and who had performed the last rel^ous 
duties to the duke. 

During their conversation on the solein{i event, 
then most prominent in the minds of both,'V^ im- 
parted to this confidential friend some of Mpiture 
plans ; but not indeed the extent of his viem in 
putting them into execution. A voice had hnled 
oim on his melancholy journey homeward,^ in- 
vite him to new fields in the east ; and they were, 
accordingly, some of his nearest objects. But he 
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did not now think oFthe results to himself, which 
had hitherto brightened the prospect beyond such 
fields. He thought of never returning. 

Next morning, soon after divine service was per- 
formed in the private chapel of the castle, Chris- 
tian, accompanied by Duke Ernest, and attended 
by all his brothers excepting the invalid, entered 
the council-room; w^ere, before them and the 
ministers of state, he completed by his own signa- 
ture, the resignation of all collateral claim to di- 
vide the territory of the dukedom ; and, when that 
was duljr registered, then under sealed doors, he 
superscribed with his hand his father's bond for 
his vow of celibacy, and took the oath solemnly 
upon his knees. 

The remainder of the day he passed with Ernest, 
in arranging dispositions for the future security of 
their country from foreigft injuries, political or re- 
ligious. And being strenuous to convince his broth-' 
er, that promptitude in carrying forward their pre- 
sent intended movements, was as essential to^tneir 
ultimate interests, as agreeable to his wish for con- 
tinued employment, he requested permission to in- 
stantly commence his career; and the young duke, 
averse to harassing his brother's evidently disturb- 
ed spirits, by even the opposition of a desire to de- 
lain him, easily accorded with his persuasions for 
a secret as well as speedy departure. But Ernest 
crJuld not guess all that precipitated bis brother to 
such immediate al^andonment of his home. For 
he knew not the cabse which made that brother 
wish to fly^even from himself; to lose memory for 
awhile, in the multitudinous cares to which he was 
hastening. Inwardly marvelling, then, at the pre- 
sent manner of Christian; so abrupt in his pro- 
ceedings ; so full of a perturbed emotion, not less 
different from the quiet sorrow of himself and his 
brothers, than from Christian's former bearing, 
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when be revisited Celle on the death of their 
mother ; the duke said nothing on a change so in- 
explicable, but calmly assisted in his arrangements 
for the immediate journey. He proposed a trav- 
elling carriage to await him next morning at day- 
break, by the Aller bank beyond thcf town, 

'* No ; horses for a soldier's limbs !'' answered 
Christian, with a grateful smile. "Those luxu- 
ries undo him." 

At night he hade farewell to the young sovereign 
in his bed-chamber ; and left, in the strong embrace 
with which he clasped him to his heart, his most af- 
fectionate remembrances to his brothers. 

" For our George," continued he, " he will not 
know of my having been near him, till I am gone. 
But when hie is told, let it be with the assurance, 
that only the apprehensions of his physicians, could 
have kept me from his bed-side at this moment.'' 

The duke engaged to repeat, faithfully, all his 
messages; and returning the fraternal pressure, 
with a brother's warmth, they separated ; Ernest, 
to his bed ; Christian, to his chamber, but not to 
rest. 



CHAPTER XII. 

That very night, when all else in the castle were 
wrapped in sleep. Christian, who had been furnished 
by Luitgard with a master-key of the Great Church, 
let himself out by a small unfrequented passage 
through the ramparts, to seek his way, along the 
solitary intervening path-ways, to the pla^s of his 
fa thcr's interment. Having passed the castle glacis, 



and entered the citjr, the high gabled houses, with 

their successive stories pending over each other, 

rendered the streets beneath almost totally dark. 

But when he reached the more open space near 

the sacred structure, the moon shone full upon its 

walls, touching with her white Jight the gothic 

spires of the tower, and the sepulchral monuments 

beneath them* Some standing more eminent than 

the rest, over the mnltitude of low tombs, and the 

long grass of the graves, seemed to beacon the sad 

frequenter of sucti places, to the spot where his 

buried treasure la j. But all was still. The mourning 

eyes which had lately wept there, were then in their 

distant homes, closed in temporary rest, and the 

lamenting heart hushed to a brief repose. 

The broad light over all, gave Christian a distinct 
view of this vast and now lonely depository of human 
mortality — the last beds of what were once beloved 
and honoured ; and bis saddened gaze wandered 
over the many silent heaps on each side his path, 
as be passed with a quickened step towards the 
cbnrch^porcb. He carried a small lantern to be 
his guide through the aisles, having been aware 
that the opacity of the old painted windows would 
exclude every assisting beam from moon or star ; 
by its help he soon found the lock in the door ; 
and a]^Iying the huge key with both his hands, 
the ponderous frame, studded with the ducal arm% 
in heavy iron-work, slowly turned on its hinges 
aVid opened before him. He stooped to take up his 
kUDp, and entered. 

A shuddering chill shot through his veins. This 
was the cold chamber in which he was to seek his 
fothtr! He harried forward towards the choir, 
his footsteps echoing dismally from the long vaulted 
eloisterSi and having reached it, with a trembling 
hand 'put the makter-key into the brazen lock of 
the itereeii-work doors. They unfolded, and he 
vot. 1. 11 * 
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passed in ; a few paces ^ore carried biai to tfae 
entrance of the ducal cemetery. It lay at the 
base of the high altar, and was yet, as he had been 
apprized, unclosed. Some masonry within being 
&till unfinished, all visitants to the church would be 
excluded, till the whole were completed. ^ 

Christian held the lantern towards the dark 
shadowy passage, into which he ^aa about to 
descend. At \hat moment something gleamed on 
his eyes from the right ; and pointing bis light to 
the spot, he met the pale reflection of ita rays, 
from the highly polished marble of his grandfather 
Ernest the Confessor^s tomb* The beam of ^ the. 
lantern streamed full on the uplifted face of the 
saintly figure, which knelt, clasping the holy 
Gospels; a broken sword lay at its feet, 

" Venerable dead I" murmured Christiaii to 
himself. " Your combats are over ! Here ye reat 
in peace!" 

He paused in undescribable awe* ' Fop, I^w a» 
he spoke, the last word echoed in shrill response 
through tl)e deep arched roofs of the aisles, tiki it 
died away ; sounding, to his raised mbd^ lihfthe 
successii'c whispers of a heavenly host, guarding 
the sleeping dead beneath. He slood still till ibe 
vocal agitation in the air ceased^ and then sk)wly 
descended the steps into the vault. AU wast 
darkness. But the damp earthy sioeU which 
seems peculiar to the grave, wJbvether mAa a 
marble shrine or beneath the ehurch-yard mi^ 
would have been sufficient to.tcjl him be imi 
reached the last abode of mortality, 

A ray from bis lantern struck on thei )tfjgh|gSd' 
ed trophies on the head of his fetber'9 cofflji* h 
stood on a trestle in the centre of the. ehanber^ 
half shrouded by a crimson pall,ricih with tb^ bla- 
zonry of the bouse of Celte and L^ndmrg. Clhr»- 
tian paused before iu He did boI oraaMir A^m 
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decorations of the dead mockery ; they were regis- 
ters of noble actions. And bad he then thought of 
them at all» U would have been as memorials of the 
worth of bb ancestors. 

^ So,** be might have said, ^* their good works fol- 

But no image of earth then shared his thoughts, 
with what was hidden from his sight under that 
palU wiAin that trophied hearse. 

£very selfish passion in his breast, be found 
hushed to silence. He was in the presence of bis 
fatfaerV ashes ! He was present witn that last state 
of man, when iiothing remains to him in earth or 
beaYen^but bis virtues. He was also in &n espe» 
cial manner, in the presence of his God, who knew 
bis inmost thoughts ; who had bi^ugbt him into this 
world to perform a probationary duty : — not to en* 
jay, but. to obey ! " And is there hot joy in obedi*> 
eace ?" be asked himself. 

" My God !^-My father !" cried he, " My sin is 
heanry upon me. I have rebelled against tbee, my 
Maker! — I baVe murmured against thy wisdcmi, 
my father !— Oh, that tbou couldst now bear^ tnd 
receit^e the full, the unreserved dedicatlotf of mj 
heart !" 

With these words, he knelt down and bent his 
bead against the side of the coffin ;, then it was that 
the strenglhciaed spirit, which had uttered the re» 
neived view witib such irae eontritiofi, poured iortb| 
in imu£lcirable:hingisage,its praters to his heavenly^ 
advi^ate, tx) pardon the past^ and to rendw faixo 
stedfast in unswerving obedience, — at the hour he 
theii ailtioipatedm But whatever lasiiag aBfierings 
were ta fellow; bis iSnai parting with her: w^fao wat 
ta share the liaerifiee^ he tjapmed tfi^y mighl^ faill 
Qii'htraraloiie.; 

i^'Thiin,'' iiMinmii!«ih^^.<f'the hittemes&oS .Ihit 



1S8 B17K£ CHRISTfAir 

Rising with a strange composure, as if some hea« 
venl J tnmistry had indeed breathed peace over the 
lately troubled sea within him ; the exalted state 
into which devotion had wrought his mind, made 
hiiQ at that moment really feel so unshackled from 
every sublunary wish, that he believed his whole 
happiness in future would be found in the simple 
satisfaction of fulfilled obedience. 

But ^' he who thinks he stands, must take heed 
lest he fall !" — Nature still lay at the bottom of 
Christian's soul, to make him sensible, and at no 
distant period, of its fondest yearnings towards the 
objects he had foresworn. Indeed, what heart ever 
<lared a sacrifice of its aflfections, that did not en- 
dure after pains of even piercing agony? That did 
not find dreary hours of hopeless joylessncss? And 
often count life a desert, till it discerned the gate of 
paradise at its end ! But that such a moment of 
pure spiritual existence, as this which now visited 
the soul of Christian, is ever permitted to be taste J 
by probationed man ; that is sufficient earnest of 
tne divine life of immortality ; — and such a glimpse 
of Heaven may well beacon the struggling mariner 
of eartK, through winds and waves, to his haven 
and his home. As it was, having thus repeated the 
ratification of the vow bis father had pledged for 
him, in pronouncing it by the side of his sacred re<> 
mains, be felt as if it were indeed haHowed by his 
presence ; and the act seemed a sort of link, stSl 
connecting him with the honoured being, now for a 
lime separated from hhn by the awful gulph of 
eterftity* 

Christian took up his lamp; and raising the paH 
from (off the< breast of the coffin, steadfastly regard- 
ed the ducal^itosigm^^tbat embossed its surface* 
The inscription contained the titles of the deceasied, 
with aiewi'additibnallinesvisiBsph^ stating the dtte 
of his birtb^ the day of bis deaths aind iMtmoibar^ 
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of his children. At sight of his own name in the 
latter register, the tears then brimming to his eyes 
overflowed; and sinking on the bosom of his father, 
5^ith all a son's dear recollections, he sobbed aloud, 
while his lips kissed the cold gilding — now the only 
chronicle of all the worth thai slept beneath. 

But Christian, did not weep there alone. He 
heard his grief re-echoed ; and not bv the awful 
mockery of the vaulted passages around. A young 
and tender voice was murmuring his name in those 
sobs ; and in the next instant he felt himself encircled 
by trembling, yet clinging, arms. r 

^^ Who has broken upon me thu« f demanded 
the prince, though in a tone of kindness ; for a sor- 
row which so responded his own, disarmed the dis- 
pleasure with which the first shock of finding an in- 
truder had made him start from his sad position. 

" Pardon me! Oh, pardon me!" fault ered a 
hardly articulate voice. **It isGreorge! — I coukl 
not bear you should leave Celle, and I not see 
you!" 

Christian strained his brother to his heart. It 
then swelled almost to bursting; for till this mo- 
ment, he had met no sympathy like his own. The 
act which brought the fevered boy there, proved, 
indeed, they were of one nature ; and, alas ! equally 
impetuous m its demonstrations! Christian had be- 
gun to place the curb on his ; George was yet to 
learn the necessity for such a rein. Both sat down 
together on the steps of the vault, folded in each 
other's arms, and weeping in silence. At last the 
elder brother spoke ; gently enquiring of the voung 
prince how he had been permitted to follow him at 
such an hour, through 3o cold a night, to such a 
distance; and to such a place ?" Besides," added 
he, for emotion still chained the tongue of George; 
" none knew I came hither, excepting Luitgard ; 
and he would hardly consent to a hazard like this!" 
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" No,^ was the broken reply ; ** no one is an- 
swerable for what I have done, but myself.'' Then 
pausing a little to collect himself, in the intervals of 
more*" agitating subjects, Christian gathered frooi 
him the following particulars. 

From an accidental mentioning of his brother's 
name, in the coarse of the day by his attendants, 
and the air of mystery amongst them with which 
Ihey checked his enquiries, George had taken 
alarm ; and afterwards questioning his brothers, 
their replies being even more vague and contradic- 
tory than the servants, he could not but fear some 
new subject-of mourning hung over him* Wrought 
up to agony, he managed to detain his youngest bro- 
ther in the room after the others had withdrawn; 
and from the good-natured boy, his persuasions 
soon won the whole truth, though under a char^ 
of secrecy. Greor^e being then relieved of his 
greatest dread — evil having befallen the absent 
Christian — felt the fever, which a moment before 
had been raging in his veins with all the fury of 
mental irritation, gradually subside under the ge- 
nial influence of calmed anxiety. Indeed the joy 
of his fraternal transport, for a time obliterated 
the sense of sorrow at his heart ; and he resolved 
to steal that night to his brother's chamber, and 
• there give him his first embrace after so long an 
absence, in all the luxury of a meeting unchecked 
by the observance of others. 

Therefore, when all were gone to rest, and his 
attendants fast asleep in the anti-room, he rose with 
as little commotion as possible, and covering him- 
self hastily with a few slight garments, stole out of 
the apartment, without disturbing any body. He 
did not venture to bring his lamp; but on issuing 
from the door, saw a light gleaming from the end of 
the long gallery. Starting back, from fear of being 
discerned, and sp prevented in his object, he wait- 



ed till the person who carried it presented himself 
from the cross passage whence it shone ) and then 
he beheld the figure'of the beloved brother he was 
seeking. • By the style of his dress, George said, 
with surprise he saw him prepared for travelling ; 
and from the caution of his movements, suspected 
he was even then leaving the castle. StrucK with 
a panic of yet losing him without a word, he ejacu- 
lated his name; but agitation withheld the sound 
from being audible, and Christian proceeded on his 
way. His step seemed hasty, and apprehensive 
as that of his anxious^ursuer ; who, with a beat- 
in^ heart, hurried after him, but having put on a 
pair of light slippers, hj^ footsteps made no noise ; 
neither, indeed, was his voice heard a second time, 
-when, on observing his brother open the postern 
at the bottom of the stairs, he again essayed to 
pronounce his name. Like a man under the influ- 
ence of night-mare, the eager boy felt his powers 
of audible speech locked within him ; and finding 
himself sUil unheeded, for Christian had not once 
glanced behind him, he almost threw himself from 
the stairs^ in fear of losing him entirely. But when 
he reached the bottom. Christian had not only 
passed throughthe postern, but was half-way over 
the wooden bridge, which crossed the moat in that 
quarter. Geoi^e did not hesitate to follow, though 
the keen wind of the night, colder from the water 
below, blew chilly over his slightly covered frame* 
His heart, warm with its object, felt no other in- 
convenience from the curcumstance, than an ap- 
prehension that should his brother discover him 
now, he would not suffer him to proceed ; and so 
he might at once be deprived of the long -interview 
he yet hoped to enjoy. 

George's lately elevated spirits sunk, at another 
convictioQ. They had indeed been raised even 
to a sense of happineis; (or the presence alone of 
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an object bekmd, sires a spriiig to tbe mind, which 
hardl jr any thing elae than the pang of sepairatioa 
can totnliy take away. But these spirits, in tbe 
young son of the deceased duke, fell at once on 
observing the direction his brother took; giving 
place to the.saddest recoHection of all his g^tdf had 
endured there, while with an. awed haste he conti- 
nued his. panuit. 

He followed Cbrisitian into the church, but did 
not venture immediateiy to descend into the v^wlt^ 
Heknelt by its entrance— rnot to liaten ; yet whili^ 
his own sorrow flowed without, be heard his brch 
tfier's half-breathed plaints.over thejir fathi»r'sbier« 
^-fSlill, however, he felt \be dread of inti;usion ; 
but when the s6bs of that brave heart burst forib* 
G«;orge coiild refrain no longer. — His soul s|Hmig 
towards him; his agitated fre^e obeyed the ioi- 
pulse, and in the next moment he had the immnifal 
joy of foeifig clasped in his.bcatfaerV:snm. . 

^ Ah P' cried George, as he concliided his Hide 
narcative, ^^ Ernest meant to space me^^-^But I 
think i should have died;, had you goiie away, and 
I not held you thns ! — had you gone, and not known 
me as^I am i-^r-delsermtned,^' adatd,he,.io a firmer 
vvice, " if J livc^ to follow *jou!—" 

Few were the wafrdsi^^hich now passed beiweea 
tihcsift,.to.make their souls: as well undersJKiod by 
teach/ others as: if they had been togetlieir wijdiMi 
aeparatioQiT-^Cbtistma also heard the - mxne^ ef 
•his own kindred sjDkjt, with ^homGeetg^ihad sp9- 
4ten ^ and found in the jiaithAiI bososr of his.wa^ 
dies-, all the restfiaiinless ardour of htsi^wn at 1^ 
aame age, when every battfo was.a toamaoient, 
and even^r tournament ; a yi€t09y««'*^«€reorg!a at • last 
urged to be taken with him; aliegkig,.thai<Ih)&fnuflt 
recover sodier in the scenes he was so eraget to 
goic^ and by the side of persona k woiildl te his 
flovy to.einula^, '^'fiban if left, io broad laver the 



|iast, and see only memorials of—'' His voice fail- 
ed ; and Christian saw where he then looked^ Both 
brothers rose, and moved in that direction. The 
elder laid his 'band, with the younger^s clasped in it, 
on the breast-plate of the coffin. 

" Here,'' said he, " on this sacred altar, I pledge 
you my word, that when I am satisfied the Empe- 
ror's good faith to 'Our brethren of Germany, will 
really allow us to spare our swords for him across 
the Danube ; andwhen we have once fairly mea- 
sured strength with our infidel enemy there, I pro- 
mise to send a trusty friend to bring you to me. — 
Meanwliik, for the sake of him, were he now alive, 
whose remains sleep here— he whose revered face, 
aow hid from us, we shall yet behold again, when 
the last trumpet sounds !" — Christian gazed on the 
half raised pall as he spoke — ^"For nis sake, my 
brodier, rest awhile at home ; to cheer with your 
once gay smiles — and they must revive again — our 
dear Ernest !— Unaccustomed yet to the cares of 

Sdvernment, he will need your love, as well as 

.<2e<»^e did not reply.— -His heart was too full 9 
but bending his face upon the fraternal hand 
which lay on the coffin, he gave it that fervent kiss 
which he meant should convey his assent to the in- 
Hinetion^ of a brother, to whom obedience would 
hereafter be the passion of his life. — But the chill of 
the iitscript4<HHplate struck through bis lips to his 
soulf and Uke the effect of the falling dust^ upon 
the eame spot, that very morning, he started back 
wkh a gasp of failing respiration.— -Christian, who, 
by the faint light ^f his lamp, saw the change in 
t& face of his brother, caurat him in his ^afms just 
as his quivering eye-lids t^losed ; then, giving one 
last look to the sacred deposit he left, he bore his 
helpless char^ from the sepulchre of their father. 

When the invalid boy was sufficiently recovered 
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to.attempt retarnlng to thect^le, Ulieyv quitted, tiie 
church. — The extiacurdinary eaenmi Jle.fafeidfins^ 
to come, and the consequent exaitBtio&of .ki& i?a* 
rious feelings, by this time had so exihaustedt iain, 
that though all in his heart was (iie same aa Mften 
he entered the holy place, when he ros<B.to leave 
it, he had hardly strength^ to move, and nooe: to 
speak. — Tears, and the half-imi^ressed sighs of: a 
weakness he vainly tried to conceal, were all. his 
language* — But Christian, who nt^rstocKl it well, 
by not. observing these signs of what wai» passing 
within, allowed them freer relief 3 - and ere m ted 
supported George by the assistance of ^ bis-kustain- 
ing arm to the entrance of the bridge, he found him 
walk firmly i — They passed it ; and at the gate of 
the little postern of the castle, the object of^ his 
anxiety was able, even in a cheerfbl voice, to ask 
a renewal of his brother's promise.^ — He tried to 
smile; for, young and brave, be thought faiiaself 
lowered to effeminacyftby the sensibility, he had 
fhown. ^ 

^'Dearest Christian," murmured he, " I am not 
feeble in spirit, though you have seen me thus. 
And even when this fever makes me' weak, while I 
am near your heart, I seem to need no other 
strengthening !'* 

Christian was not now to learn that the mostde- 
termined.courage.dwells in.the tenderest bosoms. 
And when bis brother uttered this, be was strain- 
ing him to the brave heart that loved him a& his 
own soul ; but the last words electrified him- witfa 
a different memory ; one that tore up all has own 
sensibilities, and clasping George again to his brtast 
with an* agonized fervour—'*' Farewell 1" cried he, 
" you are now this country's hope !-^GiierislKjrOur 
health — live to be honoured and heppy^'* 

" Then it must be with you, Christian l^ rejoin- 
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sed the youi^ prim^ ; and m a tumtilt 6f feelings 
ti» ibrme v» separated* 

Giaocge rcKaitered the castle just as the dawn 
istkdie. Christian re^sroased the bridee, he knew 
not4id<ir; /for the very words his brother used in 
paeiiog, had been uttered bj his betrothed Adel- 
heid wbea she bade him farewell ! and his reply 
had been, ^' My heart shall be thy support as long 
as it has li£p within it P' Now, how was he going to 
reod awiKy that support ? 

He sbijddered when he came in view of his ser* 
vants, and the horses, thai were to convey him to 
her presence; the well-known faces, which had al- 
ways amiled wkh answering honest sympathy to 
hisv whenever he turned his faithful i*oan^s head, on 
his ^accustomed path to Helmstadt! But then, he 
went to impaiTt the joy he was to receive. How 
could he now enter that house ? How could he 
look up to that face, which had hitherto been the 
ioad>-s«ar of all his journeyings ? He now felt as if 
nothing b»d yet been done in the fearful sacrifice 
assigned idra. The jBrst part had only been the 
imimdatioii of hmsdf ; the last stroke was to be on 
her ; and hci wto. to. inflict it ! 



CHAPTER XIIl. 

A; coLB drizzle, and sleet, shrouded every ob- 
ject of 4he surrounding country, as Christian rode 
over the rustic champaign which bordered the 
thkk wwdy suburbs of the secularized abbey of 
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Helmstadt. The nuns^ to whom the reformed fahir 
gave freedom half a century ago^ had loDg heen 
replaced by the widows of "brave mei» 6laia in the 
contests of Christendom ; and over thia asylum the 
venerable Baroness Osterode [Resided, who for 
some years had been the protectress of Adelheid* 

The quarter of the old structure where she and 
her charge resided, stood in some measure distinct 
from the rest : a chapel, and a small neat flow^* 
garden, formerly part of the convent cemetery, di- 
viding the abbess-court, as it continued to be called, 
from the cloisters ; which contained the cells 9p* 
propris(ted to the widowed sisterhood* They were 
hidden from the sight of any yisitants approaching 
through the great avenue from Gelle, by a horn- 
bean hedge, high and opake as an embattled waU, 
into the form of which, mdeed, it was cut ; while 
the gothic pinnacles of the dwelling-house of the 
abbess, and the towers of the adjacent chapel, 
presented canopies of thick ivy, so luxuriant in its 
growth as to hang down in long green and berried 
streamers,, festooning themselves over the pointed 
windows, or naingling with the iessamine, clematis, 
and other flowering shrubs^ which . tapestnied' the 
buttressed walls in the lower stories of the build- 
ing.^ Here the shower, which had stopped for 
awhile, yet shewed itself in large drops from the- 
leaves, as if every familiar object around him wept^ 
the purpose of his present arrival. 

He tnrew himself from his horse. He passed 
under the porch, and was met in the entrance-hall 
by the Baronness Osterode. So unusual a cere- 
mony might have surprised him ; but he thought 
onlv of her to whom he came. The countenance 
of her venerable protectress was more in trouble 
than in sorrow, tnough her black dress shewed 
ihat the tranquil dwelling of Helmstadt also shared, 
with the rest of the country, the general mourning 



for tbdr commm benefactor. ^ Prince,'' said she, 
^ 1 saw yosr apprdack from my window, and I 
hasten to break — to share the pain of a sad greet- 
ing." 

Christian, lordly aware of her words, mechani- 
cally took the hand she presented to him. Hold- 
ing it close, she gently turned him from the direc-* 
tion in which he was moving, and led him into her 
owh parloiir. He looked around. 

*' Where is Lady Adelheid P' he asked. 

" In her own apartment," returned the baron- 
ess, her own voice in some measure echoing the 
dktressful tone! of his, which she naturally attri- 
buted to his paternal loss. ^^The suddenness of 
out deprivation at Celle," continued she, " was such 
a shocK, that in her weak state we fear—-" and 
her protectress paused. 

"Fear what?" cried Christian, electrified by the 
word, but more by the manner of its utterance. 
'' Surety my Adelheid is Well ?" His manner shew- 
ed that he dared not hope the rej^Iy his demand 
seemed to anticipate. 

" I wduld I could say so!" answered the venerii- 
ble woman, incapable for the moment of adding 
more. 

" Mysterious Providence !" cried the prince, as 
be staggered back ; and dropping into a seat, con- 
cealed hid agitated face with his hands, while his 
whole frame was shaken with the most portentous 
emotions. 

During that time, his informant explained thcl 
sad history of her first intimation, by telling him, 
that about a month ago a packet arrived from him- 
self to the Lady Adelheid. It was deliv«red to her 
by a wood-cutter, whd told her, it had been con- 
fided to him by the person who brought it, to put 
it into no other hands than her's ; for that the mes- 
senger, who was an old soldier of Prince Chris- 
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Mailed, had been thrown from bis b^rae into a dett 
of tbe wood, where the deliverer of the letter 
found him. The peasant described him as in an 
almost expiring state, but that be would not allow 
of any assistance being brought to- htmself, till he 
had dispatched, by this immediate opportuoitj, the 
packet entrusted by his master. 

It is almost needless to say, that Adelheid did 
not even break the seal of her letter, until she had col- 
lected the proper assistance from the hospital part 
of the abbey, and hastened with them herself, 
conducted by the woodmen^ to the spot where the 
faithful messenger of her Christian lay* Herowa 
hands raised the head of the fainting veteran from 
the ground, and bathed bis temples w|tb an es- 
sence she had brought in her bosom. The surgi- 
cal persons then examined his hurts ; and having 
found them more likely to be tedious in. cure than 
dangerous in consequence ^ while they were bind« 
ing up a fractured Irmb, and washing the bruises 
of hifi> body with a salutary unction, (necessary 
preparatives to removing him. on a bier to the ab- 
fcey), she Sat down on the root of a tree near the 
spot, but oirt of sight, and then broke the seal o{ 
her treasure. 

It told^ how near H^nry of Navarre dpew to4he 
goal of all his yictories.. k told, how near Chris- 
tian dipew towards the poi.nt of all his vows. A 
throne for the one victor ; a beloved bride for the 
other. A few weeks more, and he would be on 
the road from Henry^s paviljon in the Tuileries of 
Paris, to the little cell at Helmstadt, where all that * 
was most precious to him on earth was preserved 
and enshiined ! 

Whea Christian recoHected what a^ promise that 
letter contained, be groaned aloud» The baron- 
ess was ignoraiu it imported more than a kinsman^s 
affection; to which she attributed all the new an- 



goi»h be shewed, as site proceeded* to rebte koiir 
Adelbeid, absorbed in its contents, neither re* 
niarked the departure of the group to the abbejr, 
nor was sensible to the sudden fall of a heavy 
shower of rain, till she was wet through, and a 
shoot of cold through her whole frame was its first 
intimation. Heated in her run to the spot,^ she had 
become more susceptible to the chill she had re* 
ceived; and. drawing her wetted garments round 
iMr, hurried homewards through the ^uring de^ 
hige. She was onet bj servants seeking her with 
cloaks, but too late to guard her against the mis- 
chief ; and pale and shivering, she entered the 
parlour of the abbey. An inflamn]^tion^ on the 
hiogs was the immediate consequence*. The pro- 
gress it made in the course of two weeks, — con- 
suming that lovely form, from the fullness of the 
most perfect beauty, to the mere shadow of what 
it was, — seemed hardly credible*. 

"It must be seen," observed the: baroness, " to 
be believed*^ And when the dear child heard of 
the duke's extremity, and that you, prince, were 
sent for to close his eyes, the grief she was in— ^ 
for she said her ; eyes would be to close also !- — 
burst a blood vessel in her lungs, and for some 
hours I believed she was never to see the light of 
another day..'' 

"And where is she?" demanded Christian 
again,, starting from bis- chair, and looking wildly 
ar^tn^ him. "May I not see her?" 

" Suijely, my prii>ce," was the reply. " But 
' she must be apprised of your arrival. The sud- 
den s^hfc of you " 

" Well," selurned ehristian, " do what is right ! 
But, for mercy V sake, let me see her before my 
heart gives way !." 

The weight of the world seemed to him then 
pressing oait;, ^nd the bodily agoiiy of that op» 
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presstOD, or disteasioii," felt a sore warma^ that the 
next addition to his load of mental suffering, mast 
hrcak its cords. 

The baroness re-entered. Tears were on her 
cheek; and not trusting her voice with wonk^ she 
motioned Christian to follow her. With a spring 
he obeyed) so powerful is the habit of the souK 
But he faltered in his step, when he drew near 
the door of the room he had so often entered ia 
the most bRssful converse with her he best loved. 
Yet that she was still to be found there^ and not 
confined either to her bed pr her chamber, shot ? 
transitory gleam of comfort to his bosom. She 
might still live, though not for him. 

He put the baroness gently back with his hand, 
as she was laying her^s upon the latchet of the 
door. 

" I must see her alone !" 

There was no resisting the anguished command 
in that voice ; and the venerable lady respecting it 
in him, who had ever been as the dearest of bro- 
thers to her charge, immediately withdrew; but 
as she moved away, she could not forbear whis- 
pering, "Be not overcome by the condition in 
• which you may find her !" 

Christian softly raised the latchet, and opened 
the door. A large folding-screen spread between 
him and the object of his;agony. He advanced to 
the turn of its leaf, and then beheld her. She 
sat in a large chair, with a small table before her. 
Her ever graceful figure was wrapped in a long 
white garment, reaching from her slender throat, 
now hardly distinguishable !from it in colour, to 
her feet and hands ; and there it was fastened 
round her wrists with a pair of gold bracelets^ he 
had brought her from the Hartz. A black fillet 
bound back her long and glossy hair, a few es- 
caped ringlets of which still played over h^ throb* 



biffg temples ; while a crape veil of the same sa^ 
hue, (the most visible badge of mourning for het 
honoured benefactor, gone to the world whither 
she was hasteaing I) hung partially over her face 
and neck, to protect them from the numerous flies 
that were buzzing in her chamber* 

The profile of that matchless face, rather bent 
down to her breast, was towards him when he en- 
tered. It was of an ashy paleness ; and the fea« 
tares, having lost all their roundness, exhibited in- 
deed the outline of what once was perfect beauty ; 
but now he looked on it, and needed not be told 
that the hand of the spoiler Death was there. 
Grief, at its acme, was in his bosom — but it did 
not kill. 

He made a step forward from the screen. She. 
did not appear sensible to any approach. He ad« 
vanced close to her, and still she aid not even turn 
her head. 

" I was warned not to be overcome by the con- 
dition in which I might find her !'' exclaimed he, 
within himsetf. ^'-Good Godt what does this 
mean V^ And with an inward horror, to which he 
could give no name, he bent upon his knee beside 
her, and took her hand. 

Atthe4oueh, she raised her head a little and 
looked round. At sight of a man in that posi- 
tion, she started, with a wildered look in her lan- 
guid eyes. 

" Adelheid !'* cried he, " my Adelheid ! Do you 
not know me t'^ And he clung to her hand, as if 
he coufd never part from it more. 

She passed her other hand over her eyes; — 
then fixing them one instant on his face, a flash 
of glowidg recoltection ef who the baroness had 
indeed natrred to her, but at the time with the 
vague impression of a voice in a dream — now 
rust^ through her awakening faculties, and with 
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;a crjr ^f jo;jr ^^ ^^^ ^P^<^ ^^^ hosoiD.' Tears of 
momeiitary bliss, — teat*s of mortal angui^; or 
raftlMrsuck as pitying angeb shed oVer ibe< ou- 
seriea of bawan naliire,*-*mingJed:Qii eaicb<^ber^s 
cb^^.. Sbe thought of the »uaum>Bd widitn her, 
that was to tear ber for «ver frbra n broast so 
deair ; he refioembered, that eren i\k ptpi^t^ed 
to the belbved being be then clasped t<> bis beart, 
<:ooW not restore him to ber. . Yet she was then 
bis! Wedded to him in spirit; ami he cOuidnot 
forego this rapture, granted in that agpilising 
boar, of holding ber to his own soul f^r tbe last 
time, till eternity sbouW give her to bitn fdr ever. 

When Adelheid raised herself from thosecliag- 
ing arms, which again and again had prefefsed her 
. clolser, tbe shroud of the grave seemed to have 
passed from ber cotTntenanee. A tender bloom 
spread over that transpai^iit cheek ; and tbe be- 
fore trance-like languor of her eyes, bad giv^n 
place to all tbe soft lustre of their former sweet- 
ness. The tears whi6fc yet swaia tbelv, rcodiei^d 
tbem still more petre^s^ingfy Io^y;^hife tbe, 
same humid wttaeBs of tbei feelhsga^ ivitfaiA, dewed 
the rose ben eadot them, aad the sapphtve veins 
which tracked the hectic snow of her faee aod 
neck* She smiled, as she wiped aiway tbe ^ps 
from her eye-lida with tbe end of her veil ; thtwe 
on her lips had been drawn from GhristJaa^s cheek, 
and their touch was balm, 

" Christian," said sbe^ " you are come^^nd in 
this world we shall part no inor^r* 

For worlds he could not answer tb«t deGaaod; 
but he even sobbed oTer the faatd he strak»ed to 
bia burning lips. 

*Nay!" cried she, in her tendereat aiccents; 
" we must not grieve while we arfe yet toj^eth^ ! 
Attd God seems to rcaew iny Uh in your pce- 
seiice^^^ 



Cbrktito felt^ th)Slt now t^e, nam of biieretitMC 
pessibte eaptMy ba^ppiness would be to die wkk 
Ker. But ke dared not tell her so; and be Could 
only continue to bathe that beloved hand, with his 
still silent tears. She proceeded. 

'* When-you came into the room^ my not appear* 
ing sensible to your approach, must have shocked 
you. The baroness had heen in, and said some- 
thing tame about Prince Christian; but I hardly 
knew what. For they give me medicines to still 
my pains, that bewilder me as if I were all day 
asleep ; but I shall not need them any more. Look 
np, dear Christian, and see how well I am !" She 
softly touched his bent-down head with her tender 
fingers, as she spoke* 

He did look up. He beheld her face as ah 
angel's, lie knelt before her on both his knees. 
He held both her hands in his." 

" Adelheid !" cried he, '* you have sacred claims 
on me! — In such an hour. pitying Heaven will own 
them!— Would you have me abide with you here? 
— Speak to me — ^for 1 am' not myself!" 

There was something in his manner, more than 
the distress of a man who saw all he loved sinking 
to the* grave ; there was a distraction, that must 
have another object, — and the quick perception of 
love saw it. 

" Christian,'* said she, with more solemnity, " If 
I did require yeu to abide with me here. It would 
not be for long. Though your looks— your kind 
accents— may medicine me from pain and wander- 
ing facukies, they cannot hold me in life. The 
shaft is sped, and entered." And laying her hand, 
not on her breast, but on her heart, she leaned 
back, again pale and gashing. 

" You already think that one of those medicines 
is poison P cried he, in a tone of unutterable ago- 
ny, starting from his knees, and yet holding her 
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liand while be hung over. ^^My accents have 
aottnded unkind — ungrateful— murderous, to ibee, 
my Adelheid ! But the cause has first torn my own 
soul/' He paused in anguish of spirit; nay, al- 
most rebellion against the sacred adjuration, that 
had brought him to such a moment of inexorable 
misery. 

** I do not understand you !'' replied Adelheid, 
in the calm tone of a despair that needed no com- 
ment,^— seeing how brief would be its pains. 

'* Oh, Adelheid !" was his sad response, " at such 
a time, 1 would have spared us both, what indeed 
i did come to avow ! But to find you ill — ^to find 
you thus — and ihen lo harrow up your gentle spirit ! 
How have I betrayed myself into such redouoling 
wretchedness!" 

^' Speak — whatever it may be !'' rejoined the 
almost fainting sufferer* "No misery -can affect 
me more, than to believe — ^but no, that cannot be I" 
added she, with^a ghastly smile. " Speak, Chris- 
tian ! — for I can hear — though, probably, not be 
able soon again to answer you." 

Christian now felt, that since he had been pre- 
cipitated thus far, it was mercy to them both to 
reveal the whole truth. - And from . beginning to 
end, but briefly, he told the history of the vow bis 
father's dying testament had exacted ; and that he 
had taken it to the full. 

" And so be it kept !" cried she. She uttered 
this when his agitated pause shewed he had finished. , 
speaking ; and with the words,%re-opening the eyes 
she had held closed during the whole torturing reci- 
tal, turned them on him with a yet more profound 
expression of her souPs devotedness, than any 
which had shone through them before* Her 
hands now pressed his, and to her heart. 

" Christian !" added she, with solemnity, " Hea- 
ven has sanctified your vow. Taking from it all 
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cause of regret, it becomes a sacri^ee^ I may sayj 
wtthoat bloodshed. For, without the severing 
stroke, your tenderness feared to give, I am with- 
drawn! And thus,^^ cried she, lookii^ upwards, 
^^ the sting of death to me is doubly pointless.^ 

Chnsttan essayed to answer ^ but m the momei]^ 
he woold have spoke, he observed h/er eye-lids 
quiver from the fixture of her gaie $ her tips moved, 
as if articulating words he. could not hear; and a 
convulsive shivering ran through her whole frame* 
He started up, and put his arms around hen He 
tried to call aloud, but his tongue clove to the roof 
of his mouth. He bent down his head in distrac- 
tion, and touched her Jbgam .with his cheek. It 
was marble cold. 

^ Adelheid !---Adelheid r at last burst from his 
lips. — ^'^ Oh, my God ! (|rant me thy mercy ! — She 
is dying.'' 

Sbelooked up. Her eyes again fixed themselves 
on bis. She smiled with a peace ineffable. 

^*No; this is not death f' murmured she, in a 
low,, interrupted, tender voice. " Death is what I 
feared just now-— the alienation of your heart. 
With that there were no hope ! — no memories to 
comfort! But now I shall live there t — ^And in the 
life to come — ^in His presence ! Christian, we shall 
meet, to part no more !'' 

She rose from her seat as she spoke, and hung 
on him with her arms. *' Lead me into that room,^ 
lidded she, in yet more broken tones ; '^ I shall 
never leave it again ! — Nor you will not quit me ? — 
My eyes would gaze their last on thee ! Then, my 
father, my mother, receive your orphan child P' 

How Christian obeyed, ne knew not. But the 
moon shone that night in at the uncurtained window 
of her chamber, upon his pallid face, as it leant 
upon the clay-coVLarm of his best beloved. The 
venerable protectoress of the last days of her 

VOL. !• 13 



yoAh, lieM her palsM kud upMtliefair^greJids 
tliat never were to unclose again. 

« I go-^but soon majr return like .that—'' his 
eyes were jet rivetied on her cold remains—'^ then 
\mj me bjr her sideP 

Th^se words were said to the minister of the 
Abbey by Christian, as be tore himself from the 
chamber at sun-rise. His horses were at the porch- 
door, 

*« Bfansfeldt !" cried he, as be threw himself in- 
to his saddle, ^ now I come to thee P 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Hb whom Christian thus aposUropbised in the 
anguish of a heart he believea tasked to. its utt^- 
most, was no other than that Ernest' of Mansfeldt, 
whose eulogium the forest<nasier'had made with 
such soldierly admiration to Duke Ernest and the 
cavalier) — ^was no other than that cavalier himself^ 

Generous, frank, and valiant ; Uiose very quali- 
ties which proved his true blood with some, or at 
least obliterated its stain with others, became hril" 
Uant traitors to him ; exciting their envy, to strike 
the ncible coat of honour his virtues made his own, 
with the tiar of bastardy. — Hence, from the mo- 
ment tiie name of his father was attached to the 
glory of his actions, these disparaging gazetteers, 
affecting to make a necessary distinction between 
him ana some spurious sons of a distant branch of 
the family of Mansfeldt, base as they were base 
born, brataded the truly npble Ernest with the title 
already repeated from the lips of Spielb^yr-But 

.1 . : 
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tBen, and afterwards, Ufammehttard JkMamfiMi 
did indeed blot out, again and again, that dii^ace* 
fi:^l designation, not only with the blood of his coun- 
try's enemies, but with his own brave stream ; shed 
for a prince, and a people, who acknowledged the 
service with their proudest honours. 

Like his father, the celebrated Pierre Count 
Mansfeldt of Huldregan, born and educated a Ca- 
tholic, he possessed the tolerant spirit of a real 
Chri8tian.T-*But he mieht well be said to have in- 
herited that virtue ; it having been a guide of his 
actions, long before he knew his father, to adopt it 
from his example. Count Mansfeldt of Huldregan, 
the patrimonial chief of all of that name, powerful 
in territory and alliances, in early life was the per- 
sonal friend of many of the Protestant princes \ and 
when the empire attacked opinions with arms,, he 
rather carried his in opposition to the impious 
barbarities of the east, than followed the fanaticism 
of the day, in its sanguinary arguments against the 
errors of his friends and countrymen at home. 

During that inroad of the Turks upon the Hun- 
garian frontier, the Mussulman lines were forced 
by the Germans ; and in the tumult, a beautiful 
Greek lady, found in the pacha's tent by a band 
of Croats, was rescued from their violience by- the 
band of Huldregan himself. — Her story, when told, 
proved her something more than the usual order of 
captives trafficked in those countries, where unre- 
strained license from the code of Mahomet seizes 
female helplessness with as little remorse as any 
other spoil. 

She was bom of a noble Greek family, who, — 

On the cowezing of Cnsar's eagle 
To the pale-&ced moon— — • 

the stibjugatioit <tf Constantihopte by the Cresceat^ 
rc^jtired with their wealth, and thehr altars to Wala- 
ehia* TheRt^beMBiiDgiiatimliafed,^^^ 
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ryiAg wUh Ihe native vapode^i or cbied of the 

lanoTi^^^ ^^^ ^^^ Walacbian prince of the mio- 
gle4 blood of Cant^cwsene and Rbaddo tXracula, 
commanded the civil and military polity of this ^tUI 
fine country of the ancient Dacians. Hut when the 
Ottoman fire-brand spread to Walachia likewise, 
this brave race perished with their swords in their 
hands, leaving only one scion of its once vast root 5 
Dracula, the father of Athenais, the beautiful cap- 
tive of Huldregan. His last bed too, was made in 
the bloody field. A^ rfeport of his daughter's ex- 
traordinary beauty had reached the ears of a troop 
of Turkish maravders, collecting by purchase or 
plunder^ female slaves for their master's harams* 
His little domain was ^attacked, and the prize ob- 
tained ; but not till both, himself, and his only son 
fell in her defence. The father was slain' on the 
spot; but the son, Michael Dracula, though left co- 
vered with wounds, and supposed dead, survived 
by an almost miraculous preservation, to avenge in 
after years the horrors of that day. 

Athenais, believing that all she loved l^y under 
the burning ashes of her home, was hurried away 
in an almost stupified state, to the scene oC her fu* 
ture fate. — She was sold to an agent of the Pacha 
of Bosnia, ^and carried to his camp. — But on the 
very night of her arrival, when his admiration 
drove her to despair, the Christians burst into his 
lines, and she met a double rescue by the.arms^and 
generosity of their leader. Woe to that ieader, 
who afterwards gave her ipause to saj she did not 
always find it so ! — Ever too susceptible to the soft 
charms of woman's society, when be found them, 
as now, united with perfect beauty, the . attraction 
became irresistible ; and he:lo6t eviory other coa- 
sideratiofi in coqqpia^&ingibb^ir: pp^^^es^fon to jh' 






c^Ued the pnril^ of hk honour, would not allow 
him to even tfamkof espousing one who, though' 
nobly born and spotless in hemelf, had ever been 
known as a purchased slave in a Turkish haram. 
So far> the principle might beoone a kindred ^irit 
with- him who had dedared, ^ it wa» not enough, 
Cesar's wife should be pure, ahe must be unsus- 
pected T*— But Huldreean's proud honour lacked 
the nobleness that would hate sated her from him- 
self. 

Alone in the wide world, with no other human * 
being to protect her and sooth her mefs, her 
young heart became his, with a love and trust that 
put her wholly in his powen-^lt was the sting of 
his after life, that he did not use that power more 
worthv of the innocent coilfidence she reposed : 
then, he felt he had really sullied the purity of his 
honour, when he' made hei^s the victim to its im- 
aginary behests.*— -And whe& a living proof oi her 
sha»e> appeared in the birth of a son, who, should 
he Uve,.WQuld< inherit the sti|ma of both parents^ 
OB his name,' be it ever so irreproachable^ from 
himself, then she prayed to die^ and be foi^otten 
as the author of his existence. — ^But Count Hu^ 
dre^n's remorse was to be yet more rigorously 
excited.-— When »time rolled on, and ^ that son be- 
came the glory of bis^fath^-s grey hairs^ he would 
have give&i worlds to have called him the legiti- 
mate representative of his race.— And even mean- 
white, when theypuns moth^ expand in a convent • 
at MalRies,-f-to which noly i4ace she had withdrawn' 
herself soon after^ her lord wlis>brou£ht from the 
east to take a high command in (he Netherlands^ 
— thai liMrd would have ^ured his proudest blood 
ttpoD her grave, could it have washed her staina 
away, or cleansid his owa coaseieaceto the psaiiy. 
^Im xomparative smiets Mniteace* 

Bcntheianediafte siodc which bunt tko Itfiv 



fwUt Ibk l<^ lifc M tte Mak'C^ Allie«m{S) was 

]afbNbiitian;tkalMherl)«wi|«r yei livedo attd vmew* 

tfttirdf hcf hfi0iy WW Mdtift^ Im ewty:if9k^t0w^ 

He had Beisii made pri»dn«r wkeii foonfd aKvej 

bid b^ sold ; inCD l^gn^t ^ had acqobed weaHh 

tbera, by' tli* be<{iresC of a Hfamaluke 'yAom he 

senFed.-^He had then made his escape with the 

gold, to manj w«xi ready to drench from the 

grasp of a Christlaii, iHi4m they would not pemk 

to ransom himself; and^ with all a brother's love 

and honour prompting hifll, he traversed land and 

sea, to find and redeem hi§ sister.--*^C6old she ha^re 

annoanced hier preserved itmoeenee with herUfe^. 

sbewoold have hastened tothtatj^en^reiis bMher; 

bot now she conskfenid hersMratiMnrtht of Ms 

sight; unworthy the fetfaei'vWha had died in her 

d^nce; unworthy the 8((ars ker brother yet bdre^ 

in his body fop hef.^-'^'Sfae could not survive Ate 

eooYRtion that fcrflowed tbeDetfaonriits; Mid her 

sout, loatldng the beaut^I prison wbi^h bad ttar^ 

nisfaed its whiteness, vet with an angePti foverim^ 

ing the sin of him who had betrayed her, ($^r tke 

tsttderness of such pity sulUlts to htiitean JHiwrtf) 

with those Mingled Jorro^s of the true Magdalen, 

Ker gentliBr spirit fled to the fbotcitooi of hef Ood. 

The child of her di^mour was left in^tnonas- 

tery adjoining the ccmvont vrhere she died; and 

by her desire, he wses to be brooghc up in %M* 

ranee of Iris btrtb, untiluhe molnent should' arHte^ 

wlien it would be of no other consequence than to 

determme his disgust to the worlds To decide this 

ebjject, which was indeed the oblivion of 4iispa* 

rents' transgression, in his mdnastite ^ows, /she W 

<|ueaihed him a c9tois nf Pal4sHne^ nev^r 40 be se-~ 

parated from his breast ; and acrcempani^ it %^ 

sfr letter, to be opened^ by htht at^h« age 6f>s«^ 

teen, when itmight beeicpeeted he ifd«itd%Cthi 

iMilne«ciate« . ^ .;! i^^T 



tetnjai'etieestoni the drng^^M of bis Mrtfa; 4nd 
alt ifae aft«r evmu^ wfaieh punk his moibar lothe 
gttnre^ Before tbe toter vras hrif read, hiB^iMd 
waft m a ivhirlof reoollactiooSf his litarft was amaat 
ed, flierced, and btwildsrtd. litia the yomg 
Prince of Israel, even at the altar, the fatore isU 
dia^ had-beea taiirht his lesson for fields he never 
dfettnt 40 see. Bmeft had read in the convent 
library^ <rf the patrioi^a aeal, the warrior's enter* 
rarise: and eompariiig hioHwif with those suf^nnd 
hhS) be bad oftari wondered at his own coaments, 
and the emotions that «t«ted within him. Bot on 
readiar ibit history of his tnotber, ail seemed ex* 
plained* Re found the ef^rit in his bosom> which 
iiad so long panted to serve Ood, by serving his 
feHoKNCreatnres, rather than drone out existence 
in ^olittty nied]latiott8!*-4hat it ivQis not, as he 
hkA diougfat, the ofispring of a 'poor but brave 
follower of the gteat Coant Hul(wegan:«-*-he was 
tftit Jinldogt^n^s eon i end by a maternal race, 
bardhF less celebrated in^mifitary glory! This re- 
vealed, all that lately appeared so strange in his 
bosott^ secssed ivolonger disberdant with his origin ; 
but teiaiiflgdireet to the wonted piitposes of his 
Mood. ¥6t«--he shmk at the tecpliection !— in 
hinS) that Mood was. eoBtamina)«d ! The double 
sareaw was-net hisbgp alc^mate claim i The ofl^ 
qn^ii^ <if 1Mb, he whs the heir of neither i 

»SMf^^Qtitd he, ^Uhe dishonour that made me 
base-born, has not defiled my soul. If shall one 
day pi^ve mjf ri^bt to my father^ t^sme ; ^r win 
me bBtk wf mother^^ in avenging the wrongs of 
hert5ai)ike dountrV;^ 

do ieiMttbeKd lo havie seen his father several 
tiaiiaPliifce her death. fiut4hen he looked on him 
wfthtfesvefencealotae, thatdistant^ hesMgediie to 
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tte^urtri&iis eUef^ whom he befieved tte b^i^ 
factor of his deceated parents. Wiien they, last 
met, Ernest was baedly tea yetes of age ; aad he 
now recollected having wt^drawn from his- pre* 
sence with something <tf offmded feeling, perhaps 
pride, from ah idea Aat his own gralefuiadvancea 
bad been received with an utiusaal degree of 
hau|^y sternness*. 

Bat had the son of Atbenais been then able ta 
read what really dictated the grave demeanor o£ 
the brave Haldregan,.he wonW have seen the ri* 
gorof self-blame V conacioud^td the guilt of having 
allowed the birth of the noble baybefcnroi himito 
he under cireumstancesof future sbaine to btflhr a 
boy; whose princely %ure, and lofty sentimentSt 
made this father wishj yet fear^ to dlisuade him 
from the secluded destiny, his nM^tber^ tctars had 
^conjured might be his^ HnldreKan had given his 
promise to this effect, in hmt ojing hoiar ; nay, 
pledged, it on the erUcifis; ;sha held Wwwk 
him r that he would never attempt te draw the evi^ 
denoe of her dilihonour tot the light of day ; act 
indeed to screen her shames but to spare tbe ho^ 
ncmr of her brother*. 

In obedienee to this, he never indulged the 
yearnings^ of his heart to embrace Ernest as his 
sen; but he ever shewed him the most'patental in- 
terest in the quality of hiasupposed falMr's frimd. 
Stilly however jjthe restraint necesnitv obliged him 
to impose upon hiafeelmgs, to aclhsi:^aatalaU, 
often put so severe a cheoc oh the rei^t, liQne were 
visible, .excepting coldneas and reserve* Smic* 
thing of this was the disdressihg caioe when the 
count, on bamg summoned to a mere distant ipiar- 
ter of the emi»re on e long tram of duties fev d» 
country at large^ wA a pehg like ufitoi deadrm 
his own^ bosem^ weni^ te thi monastery, la trite 
iwhat he ouigbl <^I a last fimmdl of hm a<M^ Aht 
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by ihe UiM &e ooidd cetum into thdt pact of tj^ 
empire again, Ernest would have cut himself off 
from all worldly communioo, by his monastic vow. 
But the youth — mistaking the more than usual 93> 
stracted, and severe deportment of his benefactor, 
— ^witfa a full he^t, jat the repulsion be thou^ he 
had received, had dtsappeared from the apHartment^ 
eyen|it the moment his father might have indulged 
hino^If with one parting embrace. The count re- 
frained from having him recalled, and he saw him 
no more* Yet stilly as guardian of the boy, year 
after year, he continued to write to the head of the 
monastery; and when the time approached for his 
noviciate, and the disclosure he would meet in his 
mother^s letter, the parent yefmcH'e stirred in the 
Veteran's breast ; and he himself wrote to his son, 
to follow up his reading that sacred letter, with, one 
contsuning all the manly contrition that became a> 
father, under his past and present circumstances,-^ 
mourning his transgression, unavailingly deploring 
its cons^qi^nces. . s 

But this evidence of his father^s recognition Er-* 
nest never received^ — The day he read his mother's 
testamentary paper decided his fate* — Blistered 
with her tears while writing it, it told him, he had. 

Sit a relative in her distant country : — her brother, 
i^ael Dracala, wandering there in search of his 
lost sister.^^At least be was m life, when her break- 
ing heart penned this sad history. — Years had gone 
by since that wa^cwritten, and he might be'no more. 
Ek-nest, on calculating the probabilities against bis 
immediate wishes, thought, that to seek him now, 
to share the su&rings, or the struggles of that de- 
voted lord, would be out of tiffie.-^He was himself 
ij^Micanf; of arms but in theory.--.A truce aho ex- 
iiri^ Wweeia the CSsristian potentates and theOt* 
tgmsaCvqm»i ii^ wbfie that continued, Walachia 
must jfacp in bitM^mhr^ But tor Greece P bl 
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sighed bHterly.— '^ Were her chains to be intermi- 
nable T 

. ExtraTaffant as may appear these soliloquies, 
made in a lonely little cell, and by a youth* wkfa 
yet th^ down upon his chiny stiil of twihstv^^ are 
mast noble /mtTNitef-^beyond the common measiire« 
ment! — Need it be said, how the enthusiasm of 
many singlcminds, drawn together by the irresis* 
tible attraction of some generous sympathy, rally 
round their object; and, whether in the field or tlie 
cabinet, achieve those great results which colder 
spirits deem impossible,— tili they see, and y«t ob- 
tusely, woader at ! 

Ernest, feeling his own incompetency to present 
himself as any thing more than a novice, in ^he 
tracks he now determined should :be the paths of 
his future life^ resolved at once to put himscff in 
the only situation where he could leam the busi^ 
ness of war, from its first step to its tsut, — by actual 
practice. — The renowned Farnese-was thea com- 
manding in the Netherlands from the Catholic 
powers ; and in his army, Ernest now detormiiied 
to volunteer himself, even as a private soldier; and 
without other name, than what he had received at 
the fount. — In the convent, he had been known by 
that of his bir tfarplaee, Tabor in Bohemia* But 
the time was to come, when he would makethat of 
Mansfeldt, page on those very fields with that of 
Farnese, 

- Meanwhile, aware that hint of. his enterprise, to 
any person in the monastery, would only ensure 
hia detention, he stole away by night; and before 
the dawn of a second day, waa enrelled aicadeti 
under the brave Prance of Parmal 

There, indeed, he was taughta sdUher% vigtkmoe ; 
a seldi^^s^ hardihood; ancT all the duties of the 
4^amp and fields not in paradesonly, b«t byihoorty 
action. Thustnobeyj^gf baleamitoa 
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And when ikt loom tnieeon the Danube was ai last 
Vrokep hff a; vila iacaraian of the ndghhoaring 
Tartar cbiels, the usual fierce fererannen of the 
more di8ci|4ined-7uilc8, then EnM, eagerly trans- 
ferred 4h8 ^oluotaiy sword from the banks of the 
Mei9ae«), md found no difficulty in joining the Ger- 
man i^inibrq^inenttf for the East. 

There again, he was seen first in the hardest du- 
ties ;^ whil<3 his pj^caliar demeanor ^nnder all cir- 
cum»ta|icea, ^declared the uapretendtng Tohmteer 
to be a noble gentleman !'' 

Soon after £tif& opening of the campmgn, two op- 
portunities for eiiterpri2se nresented tbemselves.-^ 
Neither escaped bim« The first was to seize the 
great pass of the ceuntry«^^Perhaps it need not be 
TCipeated that this was the post Christian of Lune- 
b^g relinquished to him, while he was yet a name- 
less soldier of fortune; he being even then known 
by.no other appellation than the brave partisan Er- 
ncsi— ru title given to him by his commanders in the 
Netherlands, for. his extraordinary promptitnde on 
service, and quickness of expedient in execution. 

On atchievin^ the first enterprise, he received a 
c(mfirmed rank m the imperial army» His second, 
secured a line of stations which, excluding the ene- 
my from their resources, rendered each succeeding 
victoiy a lasting advantage* But for himself! — it 
coD^eted one great aim of his life — ^it gave him 
honour, in the eyes of him who had given him be- 
ing. V 

Having been appointed to the exjpedition, and it 
was in conjunction with Christian of Luneburg, he 
was told, at. the iqoment of leading up his men to the 
camisfbfle, that C^unt Huldregan was a prisoner in 
the.fprtre#StrrHe had been broueht dbither, only the 
day .^fpil^, by a piratical band returning across 
the coiH^tfy.from the Adriatic ; where they had 
ph^ldered the vessel he chanced to be in, and seis- 



od imaOt;, m iMpeBt^ ft «rMt ftHMllU-^lldid jEr^ 
MitttWMil any Uihig •f m^e (toward to 1^ Mtitfe, 
i^hittfannatmi wouldliaiwB atfatoed tverf 1»m* 
**Noir,iBjjft»lMir !'' cried b*, to hiiH»c|i;"l wifl 
win Ace !-^Heairen speed o^ swords !" ejpclaimcd 
lie aloud to hk men, as he df^w his from its scab- 
bard, and pointing to the fortress to the m<mr 
Jag's mist, tfarf were to attack, i:hai|ed wizards. 
Hewoa it^ andwith it, his father* He saYedlnm 
from tl» sabres of.two eirfariated Turtta? who 
would have cut him in pieces^ in revenge of tftcir 
losing hJs anticipated ransom, the momeiit ifaey 
heard the Chmtkn escate^de had gaihed their 

kecp^i . 

Lmiebiirg made his (brotble entrance on another 
qaarttr; and when both, with united hands, had 
planted the icuperial colours on the battlements, 
Ernest returned, to report their completed su«:ess, 
to the ilfaistriO]is,biit wounded veteran be bad re- 
deemed. Yet that was not all his errand.— Would 
he,or wH>uld he not, be recognised by his father j 
—He had beheld with horror, that unconquercd 
arm struck down to impotency by the cfetb of a 
ruffian, whfle the scimitars of a hundred seemed 
pointed at his breast. For though he was a child 
when he last saw him, yet the noble figure of Count 
Huldregan could never be forgotten. 

On Emest^s re-entrance, covered with dust and 
blood, and blacfccned with smoke from the jast si- 
lenced musquetry, still the brightness of, a humaae 
and heroic soul shone througn the cloud.— To a 
soldier's eye he could not have been more nobly 
cladf and the one he sought, well und««tood 
the import of such an appearance* He rose at 
sight of his preserver 5 and with the air of a man 
more accustomed to confer than accept the sort of 
oftdigatioo he had )ust received, yet wkh ^ ^ile 
of the most ing^BU0«8 gratitude, ejtpreSSied bis 
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thanks lo the early valour which had stepped be- 
tween his hoary head and the Turkish sabres. - 

"I have inquired thenarpeof my preserver from 
the surgeon who bound up my arm," continued he, 
^^ but can learn no more, than that of the brave ;>af- 
tisan Ernest r — There was a question of grateful 
interest evident in the tone of the august speaker. 
Ernest felt at that moment aU he was! Derived 
from that man, yet nothing as from hiai ; but from 
himself, how did he stand there ! — Yet not by him- 
self! — Heaven had blessed the sword which had 
saved his father. 

*' Count Huldregan," replied he, with reverence 
in his agitated voice, ** 1 have no other name, than 
what you heai'd; and why I have not — ^that will 
answer you." 

He unclasped the cross of his mother, which al- 
ways hung at his breast ; and putting it into the 
count's hand, turned from him. 

Huldregan looked on it — and other feeliiigs than 
amazement held him a l^rief time silent. H^ kn^w 
the cross*— he knew to whom it had been bequeath- 
ed— -he also knew that his son had disappeared 
from the monastery; and had in vain been sought 
after, both by the holy brotherhood and his own 
agents — he had at last, sorrowing, given him up 
for dead. But this well-known relic, thus pre- 
sented ; by whom could it be, but by thdt long-lost 
son ? And that son no more an object of anxiety ; 
neither a cloistered monk ; nor a wandering, aim- 
less fugitive ! But a young soldier, covered with 
early glory :— ^nay, the benefactor of his father, 
before he had ever been acknowledged by him in 
any way, but in that father's heart! With a gush 
of parental tenderness, with the joy of a parent's 
pride, he suddenly thrust the relic of his Athenais 
into his breast, and opening his arms, exclaimed— 
** Ernest of Mansfeldt ! art thou yet alive ? I am 

VOL. I. 14 
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thy father!** And with the words he ihrcfw him- 
self on his neck. % 

That embrace was a iin,ion for life. Thebrare, 
the noble hearts that met there, were indeed son 
and father. And but for the register, written deep 
in that father's memory, of the injury which had 
sunk that son's mother to the grave ; but for that 
eating worm of conscience, which never dks f 
Hul<£egan would now have been the happiest of 
men. 

From that hour, however, he seemed to live but 
in his son. And, acknowledged openly as &ucb,iii> 
the field, and at court; the pew lustre which bis 
ardent courage added to the ever famous name of 
lUansfeldt, by which he then became generally ve^ 
cognised, received an attempt at shadow, from the 
opprobrious epithet with vrhihh envy tried to pre- 
cede it.— To Ernest, this was often poison to his 
blood ; to his father, it was agony unto death.— -But 
as the breath of thb malice could only occasionally 
reach them^ the pangs it inflicted gradually sunk 
into temporary oblivion, under the satisfaction of a 
perfect mutual confidence. Thus the son of Mans- 
feldt, for the first years of his having taken the 
name, passed from field to field in the service 
of the Emperor. Sometimes marshalling his fa- 
ther's hereditary troops, under his own revered 
banner; at other's beneath the eagle stand-: 
ard of the Archduke Aiatthias; but at all times, 
wherever the interests of the empire most needed 
their well-practised arms. 

At Prague he was met with as much obloquy as 
honour; for the more distinctions the Emperor 
bestowed on him, some for his own sake^ ana oth- 
ers for his father's, the more intense was the hos- 
t41ity against their object. Many who pretende^^ 
contempt oilefameuxb&tard de Jnansfeldt^ while he 
remained absent, when he appeareci, and shewed 
hiinscif as eminent in personal superiority as in 
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military character, jealousy completed what rival- 
ry had be^an 5— and active^, circumventing systems 
to rttin him, became the bond of union between 
persons who, otherwise, might have continued ia 
old enmities, and leagues to destroy each other. 

Ferdinand of Styrta was one of those, who had 
more than once on the Hungarian frontier suffered 
in comparison with this base-torn adventurer^ as he 
affected to call him $ and in the mood of his re- 
venge, he had it whispered by his emissaries, — 
^f That no wonder Count Huldregan's spurious son 
had returned scatheless from the wars— since his 
mother, who was an Indian sorceress, had endow- 
ed him with a magic sword; and by her spells, 
rendered his body invulnerable.^' 

The peculiar superstitions of the times, made 
this believed by many ; and in more than one bat- 
tle afterwards, a poisoned bullet niras levelled at 
hk breast ; which, th^ legend declared, could never 
be harmed by lead alone. 

But during most of these scenes. Christian of 
Luneburg shared the same fortune with his friend, 
wearing the same colours, and keeping so near 
him in the field, he must have been a good marks- 
man indeed, who could readily discern, and find 
the moment when to hit th^ one breast distinct from 
the othen-^Similar dispositions united them at the 
first ; and while others deemed their honours eclips- 
ed by the successes they dared not emulate, these 
twain, running side by side in the Brightness of 
reciprocal emulation, thought neither had atchiev- 
ed any thing till both were masters of an equal 
advantage. — ^The fellowship of the soul was theirs; 
and circumstances daily opened new occasions for 
this ^parallel career*— One in particular, as the 
peculiar object of Mansfeldt's dearest anticipations, 
may be selected here, from the many recorded by 
jhe old chronicler in his annals of those occasions; 
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and it is the only one Mrhjch shall bring* its story . 
of the past, to interfere again wiifa an instant re- 
turn to Christian^ and the sad moment the reader 
kft him at the gate of Hclmstadt. 

During one of the campaigns in the east, Wala- 
chia rose against the oppressions leaped upon her 
by her tyrants. — Mansfeldt, sanctioned by his com- 
mander the archduke, gladly embraeed the oppor- 
ttinitjr of freeing her from the Turkish yok€*---He_ 
earned with him orders, that should lie discover 
Michael Dracola, and in circumstafioes of mind . 
and body adequate to tbe trust, he should reinstate 
him in tne rights of his an€est<»«. — j^otottia was 
discQvered ; and at tbe head of a determin.^ band 
of true Dacians, sworn to fre^e iheir county; or, 
like the Greeks %i Tbermopyke, leave an im- 
perishable example in the attempt. — ^M«n«feldt ^lid 
his heroic kinsman met. — ^Their aniiies united ; 
and measures were soon concerted that baffled all 
the force and firaud of the enemy^ 

Meanwhile, Huldregan, witb tbe pale spectre of 
Athenais erer hovering near him, dictating restitu- 
tion to her country, it not to herself-^anxioi»ly 
threw his veteran spirit into tbe same interest; and 
negociatbg between the 'Emperor and the Sultan, 
brought the latter to yield all future clahffto a 
province he could no longer holdh — ^T-be day vras 
then gained. — And Ernest Mansfeldt had at last 
the bosom satisfaction of seatmg the traly noble 
. brother of bis mother in the station of her ances- 
tors. — Michael, from ^n information he had receiv- 
ed some years before, believed tfaat^be hadiperish- 
ed in the Pacha -s tent ; and Ernest never explain- 
ed that it was othei^vise. — Tbereftwre, when he 
bound his uncle^s brow with the ancient circlet 
of the first Dracula, the restored prince bad no 
i<]ea that be received it from the son of his lost 
sister. 
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Christian had shared with his friend that ex-^ 
peditioD, and the sacred motives that gave it dou- 
ble interest; behce, there he always made his 
movements secondary to those of Alhcnais' son.—- 
Bot when ail was sealed in p^ace in that quarter 
of the globe, still the triie swords of the conquerors 
- were not to rust, while the cry of an oppressed 
reached t^em* 

In those turbulent times, when truth struggled 
wUh error, and the voice of cormnon equity be- 
tween man and man ceased to be heard by the 
ear of power; when the cry of the helpless, for 
mercy, was answered by anathema and murder — # 
then the brave and generous of the sixteenth cen^ 
Hiry, like the good knights of old, felt it the com- 
misBfon of their btrtbri^ht, to arm in defence of the 
oppresied^xi— Then individual valour «ittempted, in 
tiarrow spi^e, what just and comprehensive law 
has now accoukiliohed for collected nations. Force 
may maintain tne rights of individuals, but law is 
the defence of ail :-^and to rear this universal bi^r 
wark, or maintain^ its strength whea raised, the 
wbok cbitalry of the two friends was devoted. On 
this prtnciple, Christian passed on to the tents of 
Navarre ; and tfakher M ansfeldt soon followed bim^ 
Byt a summons from Huldregan recalfed his son 
to oearer intereats at home-*-Intcrc8ts, vital to Ger* 
many.' Its voide met Christian on his return from 
Pranee* Its voice seemed to claim him from the 
di^lh-bcd of her heiiad res^ned for his country; 
— to harness bima^tf again for the fidd, wherever 
t^ myslariMs import of the recall, his friend had 
|>tOBiised to explain, should conduct his worlds 
wearied feet. 

-' m.t. 14* 
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CHAPTER XV. 

Of ali ihat Christian endared, in utter desalaii^i 
of loneliness, when he tore bis eyes from the last 
glimpse of Helmstadt's once happy towers, — ^the 
sad chronicle of this part of his life records very 
scantily. The histotiantB not a &eer, to $can what 
))asscs*^in the shut bosom ; and Christian never told 
the griefs of his, to the annalist, — a faithful servant 
in his train, on that melancholy journey. 

But from the hour in which te turned his back 
upon that abbey, now the tomb of all he had once ' 
sought there with such confidence of bliss, he be- 
came a new character to the eye of all who bebeld 
him — nay^ even to himself; for he tboiq^ the 
4>hange real. Before the event under .tiiat roof; 
before he was called on to receive bis faiher's la^ 
sigh, and reading its record, to resign her; before 
Jie breathed the tow, that accorded obedienee; 
what countenance had been more kunioous witk 
expected happiness than hisf But wbien il.wa» 
Veversed^ and all was to be reliiMpisbed ; wben be 
repaired to her presence to tell her so ; wbiftt tbeii 
were the detractions in bis breast ;-*-lbe pangs 
convulsing every feature, in the a^^y of aiit«^al. 
ed separation ? in the agony t>f .cba|»ng her mmi 
in his arms ! — Now, bis breast was btishiKl ^ 'bii 
face, sad and serene. But it was tbo 40pibf tU^ 
amplitude of his griet^ that made tmn suppose all 
was calm. And it wac calm ; for the 6tr«^|le!WM 
over. But the wreck lay und^ that tmnquil^ ; 
and when he looked inward, he saw tb^ de^me- 
tion of his fondest hopes at the bottom of bis soul. 

On parting with Mansfeldton the southern, bcmn* 
dary of the Hartz, (where that friend, who had 
long been seeking bbs, imparted the fatal saioisoiis 
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home, wfaidi bad now cofi9i&;sed him to a wander- 
er's life,) Christian af^inted to meet him again, in 
some near spot, when the event at Celle should be 
decided. The old fortress at the foot of the Bro- 
chen was named for the place of reiHlezvous* And 
all being indeed over, both at Ceile and Helmstadt, 
to this mouldering war-work of oihtar times, Chris- 
tian, on the morning he left tlie latter place, turned 
his steps. The ride was long and dreary ; long, 
for he never slept on it; and drear j, because tM 
desert was in his heart* 

When he came in sight of his native mountain, 
(for in that very fortress bis mother had been 
•overtaken by her paios, and bore him there 1) 
when he beheld its broad shadows darkening the 
path be was to pursue, he cou4d not but feel how. 
that clouded huD corresponded with his present 
state. "Yet," said he, inwardly, "the sun will, 
again rise in the east! Tk^ne, my couotry, ttoo 
sbait posses rae wholly P' 

On hk cejointog Manafeldt, he spoke of his fa- 
ther with a composure, •» discussing many of his 
testamentary plans, that smrprised .^v^en. himaeiC; 
but he sever namodAdelheid. Tbis frbnii alone 
knew ike secret of hia love for . her. And to him 
ah>ne^ when he ahmikl have the self*command, he 
inteaded ever to reveal their parting hour* But 
thatj&oraent nevar soemed to come to him. To 
reason An %im blour , war at present beyond his pow« 
en To svbmit, was hia duty ; Bwi he did so ; bei«g 
indeed* conaeioHS tl^at Qoifaiag hafq>eo8 to mao by 
dttnoei And be impliciily^ trastea the Almighty 
hand, that tguided his baidc tfaffoegh the light and 
darkfieis. But hAimaa natpre w2l vet shnnk in 
Iheiempest ; md 90t ibringAo tmrti his eyea, even 
laUMH^t, to wbeie the>iiitfvaa doaed over the 
trMaitni4rf' his life, he hod < scarcely^ ftiiabed m» 
cqpi^dati(3Sftb^ atleumtf Mto iv JUa^ pateQ»l«uP 
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tie, before he forced a smile on his couatenatic^r 
Bui it was that of the shfoixled sun, seen oi^ ma- 
stent dimly through a misty cloud, and the next 
lost in the denser bearens^— *^ Come,^' said lie, 
^' Maiisfeldt !*--noir tell me, why we are here? 
and whither we are going* I am ready to st^t, 
for the eau or the west V^ 

Mansfeldt replied, by iqforminghiiDjrthat the ob« 
ject of Ootmt Huidregan's summons^ was.to impart 
to him personally, what he dared not trust to pa- 
per — a formidable conspiracy formtpg at Prague ; 
and which, if not stopped at the spring-head, must, 
in its progress, throw the empire bacK into all the 
horrors of intestine commotions, Ferdinand of 
•Styria was the source of this mischief. And the 
Archduke Matthias, being on his duty at one or 
other of his gOTernm^its, had lefit the ground open 
to bis riviJ# Huldregan^s occasional absences al- 
so, from the Bohemiaa capital, had given still more 
opportunity to the ambitious prince, to make the 
impressions be desired on the now greatly en^* 
bled mmd ef Rodolpb. Accordingly, by the aul e€ 
certain. Jesuits, he alarmed the conscienee of tbe 
oU monarch on account of bb past life; dechiriog, 
^ that one especial feature of it, his continued in-' 
duleenoft'to the heretical principalities, was the 
real cause of all the misfortunes of his re^« 
And the proof was now conspiciioas, by a present 
signal jmgBMM t nandy, eome- recent crueWes of 
|Jbe Turks;* cmnmitted mi the Greotian frontier by 
a sudden irruption of that peepte on llie anniree^ 
sary of Rodolph's solemir reco|nition* of^ the ia- 
piQUs Ftotestant sanction, called Ou Puu» c/ Ae- 
H^on ! Such an unexpeoted, and unprovdm iok 
rem, with all it».coaaequttces^ on so- notable a 
day, could not but. be- considered' as- iofteiried to 
warn Genaany, of Haslreo'^ , wvafeh . against the 
nnMey m b«uowh bseam«'? Aad^f ^ messfn^ 
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ger from the east bringing fresh accounts of the 
Mussuhnan's rapid successes ; with such refine- 
ments on barbarism, perpetrated on the miserable 
towns and villages they sacked and destroyed, it 
appeared, he said, as if their last discomfiture and 
granted peace, had onljr been to renew their 
strength ; resting on their arms, to rise, like An- 
tffius, more terrific from their fall. 

Fortune, therefore, seemed to favour the subti)- 
tics of Ferdinand ; who, foiHiding his false argnmeitt 
on (tie aggressions of these isavages, also made 
quelling them a means of ruining one half of hit 
christian coutitiymen. Meanwhile Matthias, as 
«o6n as be heard of 'the invasion, marched from 
P^-esfburgh with a hasdty collected array, to check 
hs progress ; but to his amazement, he fomid the 
enemy in great force, and already masters of sonie 
of the most important stations on the frontier. 

The night bis displitches with this -tnformatiou 
arrived at Prague, «hey were discussed by the 
Emperor and his evil covncillors, in ihe library of 
the Clementine College of Jesuits, under seaiet) 
doors ; &nd there Ferdinand opened his secret 
;plans to the intimidated Rod^pfa, Jhr the tffectutd ' 
counttractkn^ as he tenned it, of *e spirit (m thost 
frorHitrs ; namely, the destruction of beresy at 
home. And a 'welUaught agent from Rome second- 
ed the measure, by promising him the salvation of 
hi« empire here, and his own salvation hereafter, 
in the event of his either converting, or duly pttnishr- 
ing its apostate members. — ^To effect this, it was 
proposed to the monarch, to send accredited mes- 
sengers to the Protestants of Germany ; not onty to 
demattd the tisual quota of troops on stich emer- 
gencies, but to negociate for additional succours j 
and to be headed by the flower of their nobility. 
^' It would be easy to flatter the military spirit of 
their refractory youth, to any crusade," remarked 
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the nuncio, ^' whether on the side of the Cross or 
.the Crescent ! For men brought up on thmr prin- 
ciples, know none steadily, but rebellion.'^ 
. ^^ When the principalties are thus drained of t&eir 
natural ^ardiani), then" Ferdinand observed, ^^ will 
be the time for Rodolph to repeal the sacrilegious 
act which has drawn such judgments on the land^ 
and to follow it up with every energy in the impe- 
rial and papal arm, to bring all Germany agaia 
within the jurisdictira of Rome/' 

It Was then agreed on all sides, that if the old 
jprinces at home did not bow to the rod, their sons 
would then be in the power, of the Emperor amidst 
bis armies, or detained in their way at Prague ^ 
and sequestration could promptly throw the terri^ 
toriesand wealth of their fethers, into hands that 
better kn«w how to use them. 

'I Yes, my friend P continued Mansfeldt, tvith a 
smile of noble scorn, ^' there are some high-born, 
low-souPd creatures of this Ferdinand, in boot for 
all your saddles. Such, indeed, is his intended 
ejrchequ^, to excite, or to repay the base ambitioiiL 
be suborns to his service! But these are not the 
only unworthy means with which he hopes to com- 
pass the throne of the CflBsars-->for that is his aim i" 

Christian started from the moveless fixture of 
attention with which he had. been listening to the 
foregoing. — ^**What!" cried he, *' treason against 
Matthias V^ — and a flash of surprised indignation, 
threatened from his frowning eye« 

'* Hear me to the end !" replied Mansfeldt : " and 
you shall be made aware of a tr&in*-to arm these 
rocks against the dark cmclave in thati chamber P 

Christian resumed his seat. But his countenance 
was changed from its former sad calmness. His 
complexion fluctuated with the information bis friend 
contmued to give, and his eye often told his com- 
pentary to the narrator. 
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Mansfeldt repeated certain discourses of Ferdi« 
nand and his partisans, to impress Rodolph first 
with doubts^of his brother^s real affection for him ; 
and those having taken effect, thejr brooght for- 
ward insinuations against the sincerity of ois zeal, 
whether in opposing the followers of the Koran, or 
in adhering himself to the doctrines of the true 
church. One or two armistices granted to the 
Turk during the late war, were advanced in proof 
of his favour in that quarter ; and the influence, 
Rodolph was brought to acknowledge he had used 
over him in behalf of the Proteiitants, seemed as 
fully sufficient evidence of the other. Then came 
the conclusive charge, to be raised on these foun- 
dations ; namelv, that the archduke depended on 
the popularity Be had thus gained with the empire 
at lar^e, for bis first step to the imperial throne ; 
countuig on the suffrage of the inconsiderate part 
of the Catholics, in respect to the splendor of his 
victories. ^ The present state of Croatia," Ferdi- 
nand remarked, "proves them, however, more 
dazzling than solid !" On the Protestants he relied, 
because he had found means to apprise them, that 
all the toleration they had acquired under this 
rei^ proceeded originally from himself. These 
united influences, he expected, would hasten the 
partial affection of his brother to confer en him the 
title of King of the Romans ^ and then the ball 
would be at his foot. 

" To protect these reformists, as he would !" re- 
joined Ferdinand, with contempt. 

'' Nay I to make them k>rds here !" observed a 
Jesuit, nodding his head significantly; " that nomi- 
nal sceptre once gained, C^sar might easily find a 
shaft for Caesar!" 

Rodolph turned dea^dly pale; and Ferdinand 
affected to reprimand the Jesuit for the enormity 
of such an insinuation. But such an insinuation, it 
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iQight reasonably be concluddd, would never haVcf 
been ventured in such a presence, without sufficien 
sanction \ and^ consequently, the shade of suspicion, 
once raised in the monarch's mind^, would abide 
there, and collect, till it blotted oui all former coq- 
fidence. 

" Were he indeed to play the Brute pari in tht 
Capitol; which," (rejoined the nuncio,) "may be 
-more execrable in fact than improbable in Execu- 
tion, then w« might find the explanation of this ex- 
traordinary propitiation of your Majesty's enemies, 
both in the East and in the West. They wonid 
help him to a maryel, in seating himself firmly in the 
empire^ But the archduke is of the blood of our 
second Charlemagne, and I cannot suspect him P' 

Rodolph made few answers to all that was said; 
but without hesitation, or even examination, sub- 
scribed to the papers they laid before him :' — ^and 
when the assembly adjourned, the plan their con- 
spiracy had contrived, to ensnare and ruin the 
Protestants,, was ordered to be immediately .put in 
execution. 

" My father," observed Mansfeldt,Jas he conclud- 
ed, " discovered this intrigue by a most extraordi- 
nary accident ; an intrigue which possesses every 
feature of treachery and sacrilege. And thus," 
continued he, rising with animated indignation, (for 
Manpfeldt was still a Catholic, as well as his father,) 
are the best things profaned to the worst purposes 1 
— Ambition makes religion its cloak — ^tyranny 
wears the mask pf good order?— licentiousness, of 
liberty ! — In short, vice, who dare ncrer shew 
her hideous aspect openly, thus puts on the vizard 
of virtue, to stab more securely and finally dis- 
honour the name she has assumed !" 

Christian felt, that to meet an ^nemy in the open 
fi^ld, whatever he might be, his spirit was prepar- 
ed. But when the adversary took this shape; to 
attack in the chicaneries of plots, and slanders; 
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%aaA aD ike cifcumVeiitidiis, nevet to be guessed at, 
but b^ minds with wfakb be had no Contact ^^he 
lek hi8 situation altc^ther neir. At sea, withotrt 
a pilot, in skoals ftnd quicksands ! •*«-Tbe experi- 
ence of bis father had giren Mansfeldt a deeper 
lesson ; and while fiilty entering into the generous 
abhorrence his friend declared, against %11 creep- 
ipg and cringing politics, all serpentine tracing of 
the reptile movements of Ferdinand and his emis- 
saries; he explained such a plan of comprehen- 
sive connteraction laid down by Count Huldregati, 
— secret, indeed, in part, but the secrecy of di^ 
•cretion, not the mystery of intended tmpostare, — 
that Christian couid not but embrace the whole 
scheme, and warmly acknowledge to Mansfeldt, iht 
foresight and wisdom of his father. 

finldregan had indeed lost no time in seeing, 
and concerting measures with the archduke : and 
the result was, Mansfeldt having been dispatched 
on the private mission of warning, and consequent 
advice to the Protestant states of Germany, on 
which he was met by Ernest of Luneburg; and 
which he now eommunicated to Christian, before 
they were jomtly to fulfil the enjoined embassy to 
the rest, with the whole weight of the political and 
military fame of them both. 

" Rather the weight of the facts themselves !" 
answered Christian ; " they speak for themselves. 
We ha^e only to be believed^ and who dare doubt 
us?" 

" That none can, if they wished to dare it," re- 
turned Mansfeldt, ^ proves the efficacy of our be- 
ing sent, and jointly ; one a Catholic, the other a 
Prot«8tant.' — And, as you observe yourself, who 
but must believe |the suffrage of two men, who have 
never yet been known to fear any man ?" 

*^ The only man I ever knew, to fear!" sighed 
Christian inwardly, " >vas Christian's self. — But 
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that is over !'' — So he then thoagfat :— but man 
must be in his grave, before (hat boast can be made 
with safetjr.-^hristian sighed, when he uttered 
the belief; and that sigh might have told him, all 
within him was not yet marble* Though when 
plunged indeed into the crowding occupations ne- 
cessary to the prosecution of their present views, 
and on which they set forwiard the succeeding day, 
he might at last have supposed he had ceased to 
remember any softer meditation. — ^But there is, 
what the soul never can forget. And one tender 
ima^e, sometimes smiling on nis arm, but most often 
expiring there, visited his slumbers nightly .^ — ^Aye, 
forbears after! and his sealed heart, from that 
period refused even a passing admiration of any 
other woman's form. 

/^ The morning shone with the most glowing hues 
of refulgent autumn, when he issued from the twi< 
light of his crenelled apartment, into the full sun 

S'ancing its level beams on every sylvan otject in 
e green court-j'^ard of the old fortress. He took- 
ed up, as he mounted his horse, and thought, how 
niore in unison with the sad scenes just past With 
him, was the sombre chamber he had left, than this 
gay apparelling of nature. Yet when he and 
Mansfeldt rode forth on their journey, and he saw 
the reapers in the distant fields of the forest ; the 
hay-makers in the meadows ; nay, even the sheep 
and the .kine grazing amongst them; the grape 
gatherers, thronging round their vines ; the ham- 
lets busy in every species of joyous industry : then 
this native prince of the rural kingdom, he once 
expected to have been in part his own allotment, 
exclaimed to himself — " and it is m'inel for I go. to 
defend it. Blessed union of peacie, and duty ! 
Feeling I may yet assist in preserving all I see here, 
does indeed renew the nerve I thought dead in this 
devoted Jarm : — happiness, the career to which I 
go!" 
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CHAPTER XVI. 



Titus' calendar was now in the hands of the 
friends, and no day was lost during their progress. 
Mansfeldt did not return to Heidelberg, the place 
of general rendezvous appointed by his father 
and the archduke, without having fully executed 
his errand* In possessing Christian as , his coad- 
jutor, he had secured the master-key of his object ; 
and both worked head and heart together. . They 
visited, in close privacy, the cabinets of the Pro- 
testant States of the empire ; and having compass- 
ed a strong and secret union of interest and 
means amongst them ; when their representatiyes 
met the imperial messengers in the august castle 
of the Palatine of the Rhine, come thither osten- 
sibly to propose the augmented levies; then the 
pow^r^and principle of this union manifested them- 
selves : — like the letting out of fierce waters, over- 
flowing their supposed limits every where, the in- 
dignation of the old hereditary lords of Germany 
evinced itself. Thorough information of their 
danger, gave them an eagle's ken into even proba- 
ble aggressions ; and shewed them where to plan 
their lines of warfare against any infringement 
of their rights, civil or refigious. Respect for the 
abused sovereign they still loved, was never omit- 
ted in their discussions. But all were to recollect, 
he was only the elected sovereign of a confede- 
racy of sovereigns, who could not become his vas- 
sals, without betraying their own subjects to a 
slavish bondage. — To avenge the past, was not in 
their creed ; but to resist unto death, every new 
attempt, by edict, or violence, towards similar in* 
vasion* And, as a preliminary bulwark, they de« 



manded the redress of certain grievances, which 
^ad gradually accamulated on their civil rights* 
^rom the Imperial Cbamiber; and also required, as 
a guarantee for every engagement, that before a 
ni^n of the extra ievies should be permitted to 
pa^s the Protestant frontiers, a re-assurance of the 
deed of compact between the Emperor and their 
priricesj entitled the Peace of jRcfoion, should be 
publicly given. It was also resolved, that such 
demand should be made in the Imperial Chamber, 
by the mouth of Prince Christian <rf Luneburg. 
And now, wholly absorbed in obtaining satisfec- 
tion for his country, he did not hesitate at any 
personar risk to become this daring ambassador. 
Daring, because the enemies of his cause placed tbehr 
strength in falsehood, backed bv treacherjr* Mans- 
feldt's share in rousing the prmces to /this neces- 
sary vigilance, not being to be avowed at that time, 
he did not appear in the puWic assembly with the 
imperial envoys. Christian, there, was the voice 
of both. 

When all was fixed, Mansfeldt pursued his re^ 
turn to Prague, by one route ; ana the Prince of 
Luneburg, as the Protestant^s ambassador, by an^ 
other. 

When he arrived, he was received with every 
ostensible respect due to his rank and militarjr 
fame ; and) perhaps there was too much nninvesti- 

fating haste in according with the requisitions he 
rought, for any part of the reception to be sincere. 
" Nevertheless," observed Christian, to one who 
made the objection \ "let us accept what wc 
ask, even in the way il is given. We have declar- 
ed our terms :— and the confidence we«hew, if not 
duly honoured, must double the disgrace of; the 
evil councillors, who may dare the iniquity hereaf- 
ter of urging their master ta the violatipn of this 
compact." • 



Tkis r^new^ fMg^ of bis ibith to the Prot^ 
tants, wasy hoiiveMer, imde by Rpddpb with % 
pi^ C9u|itm«ace | ^veyy moment lookipg round 
OB FetdimiB^, n if for encowmgeiaent t^ »tea^y 
«Uer Ike prefoaduaied treachery* Ferdinand stood 
xestraine^ Md haoghty ; well knowing the part be 
had tf^ piay^ while uatng his sovere^^n as his puppe^. 
.On the flfaasieldts, he at times cast his eye with a 
aMil%paaii€y tbeit boded their de^traetimi^ should he 
iBVerjsit on the throne. th«n pc^pjed by hi^ cousin* 
On Gbmiian he looked with tbe^^afiee o{ a maa 
'who megasierts the di^taaee j^ivf^ea his ana and 
ihe breast of an aiitagoniat he fears^ should h^ 
erer meet him off hiss guards end witbia reach of his 
daj^r. ^ 

Th^ dttciMaeBt i^ign^d, the PiiinCfe of Lunebur|; 
relumed !ritb it. to. the Protestant ^as^iobly ^t Hei- 
delberg ; th^ire to driver it ^n ^^fe^y, previous to 
bis laktf^ his atatioA at the :he^d pf the united 
troops he wastomarch tothesvipp^tof thearcli'* 
duke, and the subv^sioa qt t|he inyi^^ioit on th^ 
Croatiian frontiers* .>r; 

C^Miat Hiildregan; mepkowhiW detained his son 
at Praguoy under a hope of. th^ir joint efforts pr^- 
Yailing'on.tbe Emperii^r t<^ givie the' only decided 
pledge tbdt could secure Matt'hiais'io his just expeq- 
tatiofxs respecting the reyersioaiof tj^e;jftiiftpire. ^ 

• Ferdioa&d, i»QSpac^,th9^t]Si|e^ wcis the v^ersga'^s 
•motive vandfeariBg bi^MiH pfH^^rful inffuence ove^ 
the fac^e mind of a n^afoh) ^hp, for years, had 
been aicei^tomod t^o cohsuU tbia .very man like an 
j&racle; the Sivr^an Frip^a v^dpubled his arts to 
detech Rodolpb fr(m the^ cpnlerej^es he usually 
so^ht onee a dar s^ laf^i^wjih the qid ooiQl^nioi\ 
of msr youth ;; aw, m^aewbilei wop \kfo^ the iniirm 
mfaid he c^jol^ (p prsv$tel|Fin^pst bii^iand in the 
secretly :siirom psas^nee of the lea^ng Cptholi^ 
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IViiices, wHh tbe insignia H«Idreg6A> hoped to* 
obUtto for the rightfiil ptesiimplive heir. 

Tbatdone^ years and disease fieettttfd to# slovr 
in their proffress towards dispatthing the usel^to 
fDonarch ; wao,faaving opened tbe ddorof htrthrime 
to him he bad thus virtually named bis successor ; 
that successor and his sateltites, began to think tbe 
seat too long encumbered with its present possessor* 
The impatience of the head was soon uade^w 
stood iainongst the knembers. Plans were laidior 
clearing the intermediate groimd, perhaps a litde 
before the natural period of vacancy i! — But what 
of that ? — a faction meditated the crime ;*-<«iBd the 
crime of a partir is easily tatfced a^way, as-to^its 
bold on indivtduul conscience, by being shil^el 
Troni man to man j — as if the heinottsness of goilt 
could be lessened, by being redoubted fifty fold, in 
the accumuTtted number c? its pero^trators* 

Of this sortof ciMi^rance were 4he men who em- 
braced the crimkml project,' lor 'sel&aggrandise- 
ment.— Some, measurihg^^beir obedience to the 
fifth commandinent, according to their reliance on 
indulgences j wliite others, knowing no God -but 
their ambttibn, felt themsel^ aeco«intaMe to no- 
thing beyond- its gr^tiffica'ticln* Onre or two, itt- 
d^d, whose sense of a Stipretne Being was neither 
extingttiihed by th^fashion of inAdeKty, nor blinfl- 
ed With the ¥l^sard -dofi^trine which pretended no 
cancel sin even before it were committed 4^^these 
winked hand oiVthe ^uilt t-fae;)r were about to incurs; 
and^ being tmsetttea- in ibeir idcia of what Provi- 
dence might or m%ht *iot cake cognizance of 5 for 
the sake of what th^-deetned present advanta^, 
these were ^cmilent l<> j^tfif^tkt Ufr i^cm^i 'With 
regard to Fardbiand hioHs^f^ if. he pro^npted the 
demon that urged thfcse three orders 0/ peiisoiiBfto 
such a conclu^n, it was dcMie: s6 A^t^rottstjr^ 
neither written nor spoken words oould havO' be«t 
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brought in pvoof» Alid ere that moon bad w^ned, 
whose crescent bad seen him ia tbe locked cham- 
ber of the Emperor^ placed by hiajroyal haods in 
the chair of the Romans, these amanced traitors 
marshalled theuMelyes to their work of darkness* 
Rodo)|ik, as has been said, was addicted to aU 
the.siiperstidans prevalent in those daiys of half 
ligkc. Aad none then held the mind in more ab- 
surd vjasialago, than the general belief, that human 
knowledge could arrive at a pitch capable of prying 
into futurity ; and dlso by occult arts, influence the 
desdny of mali to weal or woe. Hence the impe- 
rial captal became the resort of impostors of 
ev»ryi€teacription; and Rodolph's cabinet of pre- 
tended seers^alcbemisls, necromancers, and astro^ 
logas»> Chi <me side of the monarch, in his most 
confidential moments, stood the treaeheroqs pro* 
fesaora of a religion, in itself most holy ; but over 
whose pure doctrines tbey spread a veil of false- 
hocMi acn tfatck^ no g&npse couU be caught of the 
guidii^%ht beneath* On tbe^ opposite quarter, 
appeam the magi of. a worse than pagan blind- 
uGss^ — a horde of wretches^ calling themjSelves 
worshqt)pers of tbe true God, yet profed$ing the 
faich, or. practice of wtlcheraft ; Jn short, i power 
over nature, known only to divinity, or demons. 
But by tkiir fruits ye shall ktmo than ! And as 
thevo enchanters .were rarely sought to conjure 
good, though often hired to tniict evtl, it may easily 
be ihfie^frea under whose inspiratioa and potency 
those pefrsonaseswere presumed to act. Some of 
these, men bad been used lo further the designs of 
Ferdinand. Bringing forward their astroto|K:aI 
observations, to implieate the loyaltv of Matthias, 
by throwing out hiiits^ofalatal Jiscendancy his natal 
star. aee«»ed t^ have over a kindred horoscope, 
whkii ovj^bt to ke<f> th^ zenith. . Aianaed and 
bewiktemli the menarcb flew in^lhf^e.di^s^^fi?^ 



176 nvn enimn: 

to btscounbillarf; aiidthtirdarkinsiniiatiomdail^ 
distilling into his ears the poison prepsred bj his 
rival, the tale ^f roystefy was soon made to point 
to its object. 

Thus, bigotted dehuneiators on the one hanil^ 
and tricks ot magical delasmi on the other, orazed 
the faculties of the beora^ed Rodoi|>h. E^ery 
where around, he saw nothing but risioiiS of eter- 
nal torments, menacing his former toleration of the 
doctrine of mental ft*eedo«i ; nothing but threaten- 
ed treasons from the ungratefiil afdvodates of the 
liberties he had guarant^ed^-^-ahd ever deeming 
the fatal events, readv to fell on him which all his 
oracles united in propbesiying, he as cdiMaiitly peek- 
ed flHHn one soothsayer to another, to enqunre the 
approach of the evit, and, if possible^ to avert it a 
little longer. 

While Count Huldregan held any ftway over the 
unhappy monarch, the eomtitutional glooipciJof fab 
mind was cheered away;, and ^onsequeffdj) his 
proneness to these si^perstitions kept in check. 
Then, their high-priests were co&teftt to brk^ftom 
public view at least, iii the distant tfHey«*^^^the 
city. Bm when Ferdinand ^leized the rew^r ^^d. 
be did it completely during HuldregSffis^ pw^te 
journey to the archduke, darkness and dread, and 
all the fiends of £ndor, seemed at once 1^ loose on 
the appalled victim of duplicity; — already •too 
eager tp adn»t as a resource, tvhet, like 1^ vq9QL& 
tree, shed its bane on' his senses abd-ftie Wfe^ 

To invest these occult p^rsona^fcs vrtlh a :i>e- 
doubled air of mysticism, evefn ^hen ssnctki^eifcbjr 
a tacit patronage from the |reat meto of the eoort, 
they usuaMy took up their residence in that remote 
part of the city -caHed Wischerad^ — ^^i^fre the 
rnibous purHetfS' of xhn^' an^iem and dills(|4dated 
p»tace^f the oWiiIh$hen»t^n ^tfebl r^ijgti, ^aiorded 
mdny a; wiftdJ*|f7tebyrintb^ to Itfiid, appaltei^ to 



their d«a4ike lodgiogs* And :this :<yiarteF of the 
town beside^ had iog^nik w^U worthy the spiriu 
ihQL% dw^h thf^ns. la dairs of old, Libusie, a priii-> 
cess Had a sorceress, hefd her nightly, revels in a 
chamber, the ren^iufi of which yet threw their 
black shadows down the acclivity of the deserted 
ducai residence* While Horyniir, a cavalier of 
DQ less note in necromancy and ar«is, spurred his 
bcHTse ove^ the Muldau, at no great distance from 
the b^utiful witches tower, alighting on the other 
side, after a leap of nearly a thousand paces ! 
Wi^ii^g alopg by (he parapet where the wizard 
koight is supposed to h^ve sprung his steed, ex- 
tends ipt parrow gloofnyroad; — oa one side lies, 
er rsiiher ^de^^ the river, behind the low embat* 
tkd wsiU^ on the other appear the scattered re« 
mains of old^ten^^ntless buddings; diverdne in va* 
rious directions, to the obscure alleys, which might 
then aptjy be caltod the colle^^ of daemonoly. 

Through tfeose dark labynnths, one night, or 
rathep ift the dusk of a dreary November eveningi 
RodfE^IpJ^ was returning alooe in his carriage, (ai- 
v^ay^j^.pl^n.oiie, and with a singlo servant only, 
when m ijljio^e expeditions), from the house of a 
mwlyri^rrived and famous astrologer, who had 
t^hen up his abode in ofie of the deepest ravines of 
the Wisphoradf At this favourable opportunity^ 
fr%t(:hod by t)iO conspirators, when the carriage 
came in front of a low gatewa^r leading from some 
Fuips^ a posse of armed men, with crapes over their 
faces, rushed forward and stopped the l3iorses« 
Others dragged the servant from behind, while the 
fen op^ea the door of the vehicle to dispatch 
their victim* — At the moment of the arrest of his 
eanriage, and the instantaneous sight of the assas-* 
sinaVwodpoos giMming at the window, the Empe* 
ror gnoMiad their intention,' and sunk fainting at the 
fi»g of th« aeatf^ The ^to^b.of aicio» fiouod^d in bis^ 



1?B JUVMMtmMi^ilX 

6ars abc^e hhtt ; and he knew no more, til) he foulitl 
himself stretched oii a couch in a strange apart^ 
ment, covered with blood, though not his own. The 
body of the venerable Count HuWregan was lying 
before him, extended on the floor ; with his brave 
son, bleeding also, kneeling beside him; 

On Rodolph openbg his eyes, they fixed on this 
dismal sight ; and raising himself on his elbow, he 
asked of the physicians who surrounded bim, what 
had happened ? Who had saved him from the mur- 
derous weapons, under which he had expected to 
breathe his last ? And why he saw the Mansfeidts 
now near him, and in a case so like what he had just 
apprehended would have been his own?—His 
heart smote him at the moment ; for both had for 
some time been excluded, on various vain pre- 
tences, from his accustomed presence. 

The answer was brief. — 

The count and his son, being on their return 
from the country on that side of the town ; having 
also some followers with them; happily came up 
at the very juncture, when the Empn^ror's life hung 
on the fate of an instant' — the swords of the cCm** 
spirators pended over him. — The situation of the 
carriage, and those who beset it, were sufficient to 
shew a bloody deed was intended to its inmate ; 
and ere the weapons of the murderers had time to 
strike the royal victim, the pistol of Mansfeldt bad 
rid the world of one of them ; apOniard he wrench- 
ed from the dying wretch, dia its work with the 
rest ; for in such close contest he could only use 
short weapons. But his father, meanwhile, who 
at the moment of their first attempt at rescue, had 
opened the opposite door of the carriage to draw 
the Emperor out at that side — ^was struck through 
the back in several places, by some of the party, 
who left the horses beads on perceiving the attack 
on their comrades. Huldregan did not fall iia< 



mediately, fatit turned on his enemies. Mansfeldt 
was then in full conflict with the remainder of the 
villains ; whom, he had made leave the insensible 
body of their sovereign^ to defend their own lives. 
The combat was short ; for On seeing one of their 
company dead^ and others bleeding, a dread of 
discovery seized their leader; and pronouncing 
the concerted word for retreat, the corpse of their 
late partisan was instantly snatchea from the 
ground; and by as simultaneous a retrograde 
movement, the whole party fled through the old 
gateway, and were immediately lost to sight amongst 
the ruins* 

Mansfeldt ordered a pursuit ; but Count Huldre- 
gan "dropping, while he spoke, his servants loved 
their master too well, even to obey his son, when 
he seemed to require their assistance. Mansfeldt, 
not instantly perceiving the situation of his father, 
had returned to the carriage to examine into the 
real state of Rodolph. He found him motionless, 
indeed) bi|t neither dead nor wounded, yet cover- 
ed With b]ood. The desperate encounter of dag- 
gers over his body, brief as it was, would account 
. for that : Mansfeldt's hands and face were gashed, 
and bleeding profusely. He had scarcely assured 
himself that all. was well with the monarch, at least 
that he was only in a swoon, when the cries of the 
servants, on per^ceiving the wounds of their master, 
(who, though having dropt from a sudden failing 
of his limbs, was attempting to rise again,) resound- 
ed from the. other side of the vehicle. Mansfeldt, 
alarmed, instantly passed round; and seeing the 
condition of his father, at once comprehended the 
calamity which now pended over himself. 

"How is the, Emperor?" enquired the veteran, 
as hi^ son stooped towards him. 

" Safe^" was the reply 5. " but my father ! — ^you 
are heavily wounded ?" 



^ <* Where, I Mver expeciecl to bfe P retvfired thfe 
^ouBt, with a noble smile ::^^ The vinaind took tn^ 
in the back !— Thanks to God for the Emperor's 
escape ! He must give me passage IxMiie.'^ 

Mansfeklt had seen thousands dying aad dead 
around him, friends and foes, but be never b^bus 
felt a pang like this ; for now, he recognised the 
' well-known insignia of man^s last b6ur, ih ih^ pecu- 
liar paleness of his father's visage; in the'darting 
gleam of his eye 5 where the intrepid ^ul yetlook- 
-ed out, full of unimpaired vigour even in the ntd- 
ment its mortal tenement was shattered to naiii^. 
Thus, indeed, asserting its imperishable nature, Stnd 
k>oking upwards, to the life beyond the grave» 

" But, to fell by an assassin, my father!'* cried 
bis son, in the bitter anguish of the moilienl^ 

** Not uselessly, Mansfeldt I" returned he, in the 
same heroic voice, "therefore not ingloribusly P ; 

Mansfeldt staunched the wouiiiSs of bis father 
with their joint scarfs; and raising him to the caiS 
riage with a gentle movement, placed hkn by the 
side of the still lifeless Rodotpn. The vehicle vrsts 
then made to move slowly on, till it brought both 
its sacred charges to the house of Count Huldre- 
ffan ; it being nearer to the fatal pfaCe of rencdn- 
tre, by some streets, than the imperial palace. 
Thither medical assistants were speedily summon- 
ed, and certain officers of state, to attend their yet 
insensible sovereign. 

While the outline of this relation was briefly 
told the monarch, by an attendant, the scene of 
life was quickly closing over the eyes of his pre- 
server. Rodolph heard the short, convulsive gasp 
of expiring nature ; and with feelings honourable eo 
him^f, slid from his couch, and hurried with a 
faultering step to the side of Huldregaii, exclahn- 
ing, ** Is he not my fwend, that dies for me ?" 
Then throwing hi^jselfon his knee, dpposite the 
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kneeling son, while his heart smote him witbjrecol- 
lecttoB of their long friendship,— of the insidiotis 
envy which had wrested his coofideoce from one so 
tried, he cried again, in bitterness of soul, *^ Oh, 
Piewe ! who has done this thing between thee and 
me f — Can it be him thev tell me of— when I find 
thee th«6 ? — Pierce, speak to me V^ 

Huldregan struggled for utterance, but could 
only fir^sp his -sovereign's hand» 

K^dlp^ centinoed, with an almost phrenzied 
energy ; " Kiss this cross from your son's breast," 
eriedhe, holding forward the iron-bound relic that 
always hung there. ^ Oh, press it to your dying 
lips, if my Mother be sincere to the church ! if he 
be faithful to me t" 

Huldregan clasped the cross, and the band that 
held it, to his lips together, — They were then al- 
most cold ; and his closing eyes hardly glimmered 
over them* Mansfeldt, speechless as his father, 
knelt, gazing on him. 

"This blood — this sign — testifies in both, for 
thee! friend of my youth, whom my age hath 
treated like an enemy ! Therefore, without sin, I 
may yet honour the hand that saved my life ! and 
gives me back my brother. This investiture of a 
prince, shall be thine, in life or death !" With the 
words, the Emperor, his face streaming in tears, 
put the badge of such dominion into the grasp of 
the expiring count. He had taken it fromhis own 
bosom. 

" My life is now - — ^" ejaculated the eager la- 
ther, starting with preternatural energy from the 
breast of his son, where he lay; apd turning his 
glazing eyes on him with sudden brightness. He 
could not utter more ; but that loo.k spoke the rest. 

" He is the legitimate heir of all its honours !"— 
as eagerly replied the emperor. For he now saw 
no other object, but to repay to his utmost, the 

voii. u 16 
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debt of his own life to his dying friend. ^ Thus, 
ihen," continued he, " I pass my feeble amends to 
him." 

The jewelled badge was scarcely recognised by 
the hand which now received it* But Huldregan, at 
that moment of his son's proclaimed legitimacy, 
and such honourable endowment with the proudest 
dignity his country could bestow, felt the great 
load of his life taken from his soul ! To the mercy 
of God alone, he h^d now to look for pardon of 
bis sin ; its stigma was wiped away amongst men ! « 
— The conviction was rapture ; was confidence, in 
the mejcy he invoked ; and gazing upwards, he 
exclaimea, with a countenance too eloquent of hap-* 

piness to speak of death ^Athenais! I can 

now behold thee !" He pressed his son's hand 

to his heart : — his eyes closed-— and all was stilU 



CHAPTER XVIL 

Ernest was now Count Mansfeldt, with the rank 
of prince of the Roman empire. But neither titles, 
nor territory, could compensate to him, for the fa- 
ther he deplored. And, that his father might not 
have given his life in vain, that the sovereign might 
not be preserved, only to rivet the chains her ene- 
mies were forging for Germany ; — this ever watch- 
ful patriot, in the midst of his private sorrows, 
seemed to forget all, in immediately exercising the 
rights of his new dignity. Not, inSeed, in ostenta- 
tious display, but to claim his privilege of a daily 
private audience of tbe Emperor, until he could 
obtain a promise from the re-animated fraternal af- 
fection in his breast, of ere long4)ublic]y proclaim- 



ing the archduke bis heir ; and, as a pledge of such 
intention, make him the bearer of certain parts of 
the insignia, in proof of the future full investiture. 

But the scene which passed at the Huldregan 
palace, was too faithfully represented to Ferdinand, 
for him to allow ks impressions to remain on the 
mind of Rodolph. Other audiences were sought 
of him ; and the consequence was, whoever were 
^ the true or the false, to him it seemed of no avail ; 
for, he dared not use his judgment. His usual 
black conclave moved around him day and night, 
and his subjected spirit every hour felt itself more 
closely rivetted to the foot of Ferdinand. Yet he 
remembered he was a monarch ; and stung with 
shame, at the double face, the merciless influence 
oftheStyrian faction now •compelled him to as- 
sume ; for he had not courage to confess to a son 
of Huldregan, the real vassal state of his mind ; he ^ 
became reconciled to any subterfuge, likely to free 
him from the presence of one, whom he deemed at 
times the apparition of that friend, reproaching him, 
for now dishonouring his dying evidence. 

Hence, when Mansfeldt discoursed with him on 
the virtues, the services, the rights, of his natural 
heir ; Rodolph had no refuge but to answer him 
with false smiles, and vague assertions ; till at last, 
from dread of betraying the slave he had become, 
while thus face to face with a man whose soul was 
truth and loyalty, he cowardly ended the contest, 
by giving the solemn promise he knew he could 
not redeem. Mansfeldt, believing him, withdrew* 
Time then, did not lag with the eager soldier, in 
preparing all things for his departure, to join his 
friend, and the archduke on the frontiers ; or ra- 
ther in the heart of the belligerent country, back 
into which their successful arms were driving the 
enemy. 

When all was in order for taking leave, the new 
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couat, armed for his joiirncnf, wcMfo the paiace td 
perform that dutj, and receive the expected en* 
trusted documents. But instead of finding the Em- 
peror alone, as he had been led to anticipale, and 
so in private have that confided to him, which here- 
after was to be avowed to the empire ; he found 
Rodolph surrounded bv the partisans bf Ferdinand, 
and that prince himself, sitting in the presence of 
his sovereign, with a demeanour, needing na other 
announcement, of the scorn in which he held all 
likeiy impediments between him and the imperial 
chair. Even on Rodolph himself, he cast his pa-eud 
glances ; and when Mansfeldt ashed his Majesty's 
commands for the archduke, the flash of decided 
hostility to that name, which shot from the Sty- 
rian^s eyes, and turned again on the cowering vi* 
sage of his royal master, shewed at once who was 
the real sovereign there. 

Rodolph did not escape the import of that glance, 
and with something of a paralytic affection agitata 
ing his eye-lids, he remained sUent. But Ferdi* 
nand's haughty demonstration of his supremacy, 
was not confined to looks ; for, with one of the most 
disdainful triumph, he threw his sword contemptu- 
ously upon the table before the monarchy wfa^ 
Mansfeldt, in a voice which had some remonstrance 
in the tone at kast, repeated the enquiry. Mans- 
feldt met the action with a glance of fire ; for this 
scarcely covert insult to the noble name just utter- 
ed, was sufficient to assure its brave advocate, that 
the false Styrian had accomplished his- long aim of 
rivalry agamst the brother of bis sovereign. The 
parasitical smile which ran from face to face of the 
satellites around, added to the conviction ; and a 
flush of shame, accompanied by an averted, wan- 
dering eye in Rodolph, evidently avoidmg the di- 
rect beam of Mansfeldt's, confirmed him of the 
whole. He drew coldly, but respectfally back 
from the monarch. 
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*^ Sire,^ said he, ^ seeing my answer, I go to join* 
the archduke, affainstyoiir enemies— btttmve you, 
in the midst of his/' 

Tjie dead silence- of a general consciousness that 
all present were at that moment sharing one humi* 
liating confusion of mind, prevailed for a minute or 
two ; and during that visible discomfiture, the in- 
d^^nant i^eaker calmly withdrew. While passing 
through th^l^r-way of the anti-room, he heard 
the pause- miyi bv the Emperor's voice. ^^ What 
have I done V cried he, in a sudden burst of half 
frantic self-accusation — '^branded myself for a- 
double-tongued coward, to the bravest man in my 
dominions ! He sees — ^^ 

What he was* supposed to have seen, Mansfeldt 
^did not hear. It suited not the open creed of his 
aoul, to obtain even the most important information 
by eaves-droppings- And crossing the gallery to 
the great stairs, he was soon oat of the palace ; — 
and in fact, setforthonhis journey to the frontiers^ 
before the disputants he left in the council-hall, had 
decided whether he ought not to be immediately 
arrested for contempt^of — ^majesty ! Rodolph felt^ 
that if any were to oe arrested forsucb- misprision, 
the men were before him ; and when the discus- 
sion ceased, only differing in decrees of malice 
against the brave absent, the unhappv monarch 
they professed to honour by it, retired from the 
mochery of their homage, with the aspect more of 
a man distressed ta idiocy, than that of a sane, and 
> respected prince: so was his heart stricken, and 
his head aistracted, with their various misrepre^ 
seAtations. Their employer sat sternly silent. 

But these emissaries of falsehood and of treason, 
insinuated not only the grossest charges against 
Mansfeldt,. and his deceased father, — whose grave, 
it might be said, was yet red with the blood he had 

VOL. I... IB * 
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shed lor fato sovereign I but ihe arthduke hilftself 
did not fiscape tbe brmdtr ftArmatMi; cf th«ir 
tongues. The recent attempted assassin^Cion, was 
dam J ascribed to bis influence) atiid the Mabs- 
feldts themselves, accused of knowing more of the 
conspirl^y^ (had ougbl be suspected from the part 
they appeared to have taken ib its disappointnt«ftt« 
Rodolph sometimes resisted with argnmem what 
was Bliid; but Ferdinand frowned, mj|he became 
silent, though nf^t always convinqgfl^ At last the 
Styrian Prince commabded, ihdt^^e docaoieiit of 
the arcbduke^s treason shoultUbe shewn. ' 

Tbe do<Mrs of the councikshamber were doable- 
bolted, and it was brought forth.*— A professed 
copy of the written circular sent by Count Holdre- 
gan to the Protestant Stales. And wfaitb dc 
ment Bernhard de Saxe b^d made from the oi 
oal, he purloined for that purpose in the hdl of 1 
Hartz hanting>Iodge, andthea replaced in the mc 
ing without diseoverjr* Ferdinand, (wbo still ke|tf 
this uhsuspected spy io bfe ambuscades) bad neseetl- 
ed this piece of his service, until some occasism 
might seem to demand the stroke ^ and none had 
appeared more pressing than the present^, to ciM off 
at once the Emperor's lingering remains of affec- 
tion for Matthias^ and of grat^ul confidence in his 
two coadjdtorsr 

The hand-writing of the circular was copied, as 
in fac-simili, from the well-known characttt^ of 
Count Huldegran ; De Saxe takine care to leave 
vacuum for any additions, that mi^t hereafter be 
dictated to4iis pen, of a deeper dye. The origkial 
paper had no signatures, unless certain watch-wtxrds 
at the bottom of the letter, might be caUed snch ; 
which the persons to whom they were addressed, 
by a former understanding of their import, would 
know bow to translate into tbe names of the indi- 
viduals, who witnessed the fact rec<N*ded in the 
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|Mper4 Tbfaw words, or rather inlipreMest W«re 
not uiidentood by the base parloiner of the text ; 
bat his entpfojer chose to give them a meaiiing ; 
tad, IB completing the docinsent Ibrtht purpoee be 
intended k should one day cfffect, he comoiieBdec} 
I>e Saxe to forge the ttgnatitires of the two men he 
most wished to ruin ;-f Matthias, bis rival in the 
empire; Mansfeldt^ bis onore than rival in the field* 

When B|do)ph beheld the paper, and listened to 
the thoiislMhitFeasonable, ana even contradictory 
infereDce* his counsellors built upon it, he became 
so bewildered, (for he well knew Haldregan's hand,) 
tluit turning a vacant eye of universal qo^bt from 
side to side, be sat dbwn, gazing strait fcirward, 
with his spread hands oft his knees, appearing ut- 
-gterly n^lectfol of what contiaoed to be orgra to 
.hiau Meanwhile, his own thoughts were busy 
ivithin, putting these distracting eocpiiries to him- 
4selfy^' What am I become ?^Where am I ?<~With 
^faom t'^Tbere is no trust for me !«-^The old faces 
I looked on from my yoiith, are taken away ;— 
.dead ! — or gone, 4o lay snares for me ;— the new 
ones, may not be more sincere — and I am as a crea- 
ture abandoned of his Godl — Wfa]r4s this ?'^ cried 
he, suddenly aloud, and addressing the nuncio with 
horror in his looks. — '^ Can you tell me, whom I 
have slain ? — The mark is on mel^-None hold fel- 
lowship with me, but to deceive ; — to shew me the 
curse of my doom^^^Yes ! ye are all my tortaen- 
.tors!" 

The company started aghast ; and gazed on the 
half-^frfirenzied Rodolph with amazement. Not 
guessing tne stream of his thoughts, they could 
not comprehend the import of the question , and 
almost, with one mind, attributed to a seizure of 
•madness, the only too sensible appeal of afflicted 
desperatioiu Those who sat, rose without other an- 
swer than a low whisper amcmgst themselves; and 
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Ferdinand, advancing to the monarch, proposed 
leading him to his chamber, to his physiciaDs* . 

^ Nothing is foretold of their poisonjpg me!'? 
murmured he, as he tremblingly took the arm of 
the duke. ^^ But if Huldregan were bribed to con- 
nive at my murder, why may not they ? — And what 
awaits me then?^^h, Ferdinand !'' groaned he, 
and clinging with a texrific tenacity to bis arm, ^^ if 
you can, save me from all these different murder- 
ers?— *Save me here-^ave me hereafiysr!*— for now 
you have left me no friend- but yourself !-— no con- 
fidence— no- hope in earth, or heaven !'' 

Fearful was tne look of utter despair that accom- 
panied the adjuration ; and with the last word, he 
dropt his head on the duke's shoulder. The sUent- 
ly exulting contriver of all this misery, now hoping 
it would soon finish its work, carried his abused 
benefactor almost in his arms from the apartment. , 
The door closed upon them ; and the sjmod left be- 
hind, drew closer round the table, where the fate 
of Eurc^e was to be decided*. 



CHAPTER XVIIL 

DtfRiKG most of the preceding negotiations on 
one side, and ruinous machinations on the other, 
winter passed away. But the dawn of spring found 
no relenting in the schemes of Ferdinand. He ne- 
ver slackened his hold on the imagination of his 
victim; for he knew that as long as Rodolph con- 
tinued in life, his expected crown was at best but 
visionary. The same hand which gave the inves- 
titure of promise, might resume it ; and as he was 
also aware the Emperor yet loved the brother he 
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doubtsd, fears might jostty be eatdrtatned^ ihtft 
some unlyeky tttm of circumstance, as unexpected 
as the djnag evidence of Huldregaa, might occur 
again, to restore Matthias to the royal confidence* 
Hence the wily fHrince was never off his guard $ 
x&or ceased his occult practices, day nor nighty at 
home or abroad, to overwhelm the successes of biA 
rival with a weight of adversaries, be well knew 
how to collect ; to tarnish his reputation, with the 
odium of exciting cruelties of retaliation^ which 
Ferdinand's own influence caused to be perpe- 
tsated. 

That the Styrian^s influence had been so exerted^ 
Mansfeldt found some reasons to surmise, before he 
quitted Prague to return to the belligerent frontiers 
And in his way thither, by sending his people for- 
ward, and taking his own unsuspected course with 
a single attendant along the Croatian shore, he ob- 
tained all necessary information, even at the fout^ 
tain-head ; from certain free-booting captains, boast*- 
ing their booty and its sanction, but not caring whe- 
ther the rough*«trmed cavalier with whom they 
chanced to ferry across the gulf, or bivouac under 
shelter of the wild sea-caverns, were friend or (oe to 
their employer. The tale was of their prowess, and 
their gains ; and they lacked an auditor. The descen- 
dant of Grumbach had been the princif)al agent 
amongst them* But as the depredators, in speak- 
ing of him, always gave him the name of their old 
Comrade his grandfather, Mansfeldt coukt have no^ 
idea that Bemhard de Saxe,-^whose morose inde- 
pendence he implicitly trusted, though without be- 
ing able to esteem the uaamiable possessor,''^was 
the same person with so maKgnant an instrument of 
evil to his country. 

Before following his path, in tracing the depth 
and turpitude of the nieans his employer ^dictated, 
it may be necessary to explain his motives. As i^ 
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first step in Ferdinand's design of draining Proles* 
tant Germany of its military guardians, it was requi- 
site to compass the breaking out of war on the east 
of the empire. For some time he tried to re-kin- 
dle the spirit of invasion amongst the bordering 
Turkish governors ; but his emissaries found their 
inclination to maintain the peace not to be moved* 
An attempt at bribery migl^ have betrayed the 
employer ; hence, as a last resource, he determined 
to stimulate aggression by aggression ; and a covert 
sanction to a savage horde under his own auspices^ 
was to be the instrument. These were a race of 
piratical wanderers, who, under the name of Us- 
cocehi, not half a century before had obtained 
permission of the Styrian princes to settle them- 
selves -along the marine side of Croatia; and no 
band of ruffians, with others their auxiliaries, could 
be more aptly constituted for the service assigned 
them. 

A sketch of their origin will be evidence enough. 
The informants of Mansfeldt were some of the 
boldest of their tribes ; and they laughed with the 
fierce pride of brutal ignorance, while vaunting 
their unscutcheoned pedigrees from the main and 
the sword ; their " good father and mother !" as 
they called them. — *'' Goddess born !" cried one, of 
better speech than the rest : " Achilles could not 
boast more !" 

As far as their origin went, and their ferocious 
modes of warfare, Mansfeldt perhaps knew as much 
as themselves. But their manner of imparting it, 
was like a wild air sung to native words in a moun- 
tain fastness ; the impression was perfect, and inde- 
lible. But with something of tamer note, the infor- 
mation was recorded by his faithful chronicler. 

In former years, Rodolph bestowed Croatia (the 
ancient lUyricum,) on his uncle, Charles Duke of 
^tyria, to hold it in fief as a barrier province 
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Against the Turks. On his demise, it devolved to 
Ferdinand his son ; a prince, whose pretensions 
running before his bravery, readily inclined;^ to 
seek any support ; and often to use the most extra- 
ordinary means of bulwarking his own designs, 
and the dominions with which he was entrusted* 
To this end, he affected a munificent humanity; 
adopting a plan, (began indeed by his father,) of 
dividing certain portions of land into feudal tenures; 
and conferring tnem on any species of adventurers, 
provided they were men ot proved courage : hence, 
neither outlaw nor free-booter were rejected. And 
thus was formed a bold military colony, ready to 
obey his behests of whatever kind ; if assured their 
own unfettered licence should not be muzzled in 
the career. 

When MansfeMt talked with them, their tribed 
were comparatively in their infancy ; but in after 
years, from this people of savages, cradled like 
the wolf in dens ot rocks, and the ravines of fores^, 
emerged that predatory and formidable adjunct to 
the German armies, which, under the names of 
Croats, Pandours,*and Uscocchi, appalled Europe 
with an order of fighting, long banished from the 
generous chivalry of modern arms. Meanwhile 
the Uscocchi, being chiefly planted on the sea- 
coast, possessed a strong hold in the huge old for- 
tress of Sengdy which ^ave them the command of 
that part of the Adriatic. Here they became 
pirates ; and of so daring an enterprize, the deeds 
* of the trans-atlantic buccaneers, or the free-mari- 
ners of Norway, seemed to lose their enormity 
when compared with these.. 

" To subject us to any kind of restraint, is be- 
yond the Duke of Styria's power," said one of the 
boldest of the spefters ; ^^ and he sometimes has 
attempted it, on account of the heavy charges 
lodged against us by the Venetian drones. But to 



mJm use of us, he oliener deems eiq)6dteiit ; dm) 
dbeA he always finds us prompt to draw the 
sword-— though not quite at his lieck, to sliealii it.'* 

In fact, these people, rapacious as brare, were 
easily induced to make a seeming entirely spoo* 
laneous attack on the trading vessds of the Porte ; 
and afterwards to land in some force on its Dat- 
matian territory, with fire, and sword, and f^ 
lage. The savage descriptions of the depredat(M^, 
well corresponded to the mischiefs . they wrought ; 
while their triumph in the blood-drenched brand 
yet burning on so many fields, was perfectly in 
harmony with the ferocious faces carousing round 
the huge blazing pile ther had drawn together 
from the remnants of an old wreck, cast ashore un* 
der the Jutting rock they had chosen for that night's 
place of rest and rendezvous. * 

Maasfeklt knew well that the anticipated relatia- 
tien was produced; and thoi^h a soldier himself, 
he shuddered to hear how the exasperated pacha 
poured his vengeful tiroops into towns and vitts^s 
of the opposite country; burning and destroymg 
m his turn every thing in his way, from the 
Drave to the Danube, till he found himself un» 
checked in the very heart of the Austrian frontier 
provinces. 

« And all this,'' cried Mansfeldk within himself, 
" is the work of Ferdinand, in making his ap- 
proaches to the German throne! — So the tiger 
woos his bride — and with equal fangs, she will 
receive him !" 

The brave son of Huldregan had now heard 
enpugh !— He felt, that while Ferdinand was thus 
in a mamner committing a moral suicide on his an- 
ticipated royal character, by stabbing the very 
vitals of his future government,1Jfatthias was striv- 
ing to staunch the wounds that ambitious arm had 
set at flow :— and refreshed in heart by the con- 
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viotioii— for so ugly a view of haman nature as he 
had lately been contemplating, had rather en- 
glcHomed his thoughts — he pive some directions for 
the morrow to his faithml attendant, a Veteran 
soldier, who always held his station near him; 
tbea soon after, followine the example of .some of 
the company, be rolled himself in his cloak; and 
with bifi hand where, in those regions, it was ever 
prudent to keep its nocturnal watch — on the head 
of his pistol ! he leaned back on the shelf of the 
rock wnepe he sat, and fell asleep. 

It was his attention to proceed direct on his 
journey in the mornmg. 



CHAPTER XIX. • 

Spring was now far advanced ; and at the close 
of one of its finest evenings Mansfeldt arrived in 
sight of the archduke^s camp. The broad shores 
of the Danube, between which that mighty river 
rolled its turbid waters to the sea, were whitened 
with the tents of Germany. Matthias lay on the 
nearer b^nk ; but the station of Christian of Lune- 
burg occupied an advanced position on the eastern 
side, covered by two flanking rocks, abrupt from 
the shoi^, and^ crested with old dilapidated walls 
of former ages* Was there ever a time that war 
did not set bis foot upon the earth! His print is 
every where. — The setting sun was gilding the 
summits of those mouldering^ castles, just as Mans- 
feldt came in view ^f the river. And wishing to 
see his friend, before he made his own appear* 
ance in the duke^s tept ; besides having so much to 
communicate of the proceedings at rragUe, with' 
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the discovery of the yet more flagitious treason 
against the public safety on the Croatian border; 
all of which he preferrra to discuss with Christian 
before he should give their details to their joint 
commander ; he promptly turned to the rear of the 
ducal lines, and proceeded to the ferry, which lay 
between the opposite outposts in that quarter* 

He reached the margin of the river, just as the sun 
disappeared. But the clouds behind the camp in his 
view, still bearing the bright reflected track of the 
radiant orb, seemed a pavilion of glory round the 
spot where Luneburg had taken station. Mans- 
feldt, while putting his foot in the boat that was to 
row him over, could not forbear hailing the omen. 
The first real smile that had lighted his face since 
his father's last sigh, passed from his heart to his 
lips ; and his eyes, satisfied with all he now saw, 
never withdrew themselves from contemplating 
with a soldier's delight, the admirable disposition 
of his friend's encampment, till, drawing to the shore, 
he stepped out in the midst' of it. His horse fol- 
lowed on a float ; and while waiting its landbg, he 
found himself all at once amongst a crowd of nfew 
recruits, disembarking from a little fleet of boats ra- 
pidly pushing to the bank, and who must have 
taken to the stream much higher than where he 
did. — ^The force of the water entangled some o"f 
them with the float that conveyed his horse; and 
danger menacing more than one of them, from the 
violence and surge of the stream at this part when 
meeting any opposition — he was just retumitig to 
the bank, to give some directions for the extrica- 
tion of his horse from the general confusion, when* 
his attention was arrested by a fine young man 
passing at all risks, from vessel to vessel, till arriv- 
ing at that nearest the shore, and which yet strug- 
gled with the float, he made a bold leap from its 
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side, 'and lompt upon the bank* His example was 
followed by several in the same military colours ; 
-while the spirit of the action made Mansfeldt stand 
aside, to observe the gallant young leader as he ad- 
vanced. 

A black crape bound his left arm. But the ani- 
mation of his step and mien, with the glowing 
bloom of his count<5nance, bore no harmony with 
that sad memento. On reaching the beach head, 
which commanded an unimpeded view of the camp, 
the distance of its first outwork being about nine or 
ten furlongs from the river, he paused a second, as 
if to take in the whole scene — then raising his 
plumed cap from his brow,'with the manner of one 
doing reverence to the standard of Luneburg float- 
JBg from 4he flag-staff over head-quarters, he did 
not wait for the landing of his horse, but started 
forward with the speed of an antelope. Mansfeldt 
had not seetr him near enough, to distinguish more 
of his face than its beautiful contour ; but the • 
spirit which pervaded his figure, could not pass un- 
noticed at any visible distance ; and as he almost 
vanished from the sight of his admiring contem- 
plator, Mansfeldt turned to one of the men, who 
was now following his young leader with his horse, 
an<l^ saquiredtfae neme of that ^Itont youth* 

"George of Luneburg!" replied the man, proud- 
ly, " Duke Ernest has «ent him at the head of a 
thousand of us, to learn fighting under our brave 
Prince Christian!" .'^ 

^^nd none can teach it better !" answered the 
questioner^-" none knows better, how to qualify 
the compulsive argument of war, with the persua- 
sive considerations of mercy." 

This was uttej^ just as the speaker vaulted in- 
to his own saddle ; but the new soldier marked the 
precept, for he saw it c<une from one likely to have 
practised t^hat he preached. 
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MamfeUt touched. Ibe i^i^e.of bfe cbaiger miib 
his pobtleas roTvel, aojd obedient ta the gentle 
hint, the h^h-mett)ed Munal eairt ied hisi awiftljr 
over the ground a yet pore. agile «tep had so 
lately trod. Afiection winged that foot. 

When Mansfeldt entered the tent of Luneburg, 
George was clasped in his brbther^s anns. The 
friend of both stood silent within the curtained 
door-way. He thought he had never before be- 
held so exquisite a picture, to the heart and to the 
taste. * The beautiful and tender form of the young 
soldierf leaning on the veteran breast of his nobly 
proportioned brother ^ a hero in the prime of early 
manhood, smiling through the big tear which filled 
either calm and eloquent eye. 

Where, indeed^ it might then havo been asked^ 
was the agitating sen^iiity which had shaken 
that manly frame, and also his young brother's^ 
when they last met? when they parted in the tomb 
of their father, and the separation was like the 
rending of the being of both I With the one, it 
was swfiUowed up in iH*esent happiness f wkh the 
other, it was composed to placidness by the 
conviction, that man was. not born for himself!-^ ~ 
' and for himself, Christian of Luneburg felt no 
mtffey^— Sttft, hoTOYcr, the-watm Maternal breast 
did beat with the throbs of enjoyment, whilst his 
brother prest it ; and the thoughts which rushed 
on his mind, when his eye perused all that youth, 
beauty, and enthusiasm, called the tear into it; 
which stood there, till the brilliant smile of George 
seemed lo brush it away. 

" I come," cried he, " not as you left me — ^ilt, 
and dying ! — I am all life, and joy — For I come to 
win an ^gy in our hall of the Hartz. And, 
above all— -I come to you! — ?^ A^gain he claspid 
bis brother to bis Ireart, aod pnessed has £^d lips 
to the cuirass on that brave bosom* 



' Mamf^Idt, BUM a silent, unseen spectator, felt, as 
he gazed, the substance, the real soul that exists 
in what men call the principle of noble action — the 
spirit of a generous enthusiasm ! — ^When it could 
animate like this !•— When it could impassion this 
young prince, surrounded by the world's witcher- 
ies wooing his acceptance, to contemn every charm, 
and fly, as to the arms of love itself,- to wed his 
Ternai years to all the rigors, the privations, of 
hard service ! That himself had done so, did not 
seem extraordinary to Mansfeldt ; for^ even had 
life so courted him, he then knew no other youth 
to compare with himself. And with regard to 
Christian, as he started by his side while he was 
yet unwitting that man could have any allurements 
but the glories of a noble emulation ; Mansfeldt 
remembered, that at that time he had even won- 
dered how his friend could share its aspirations 
with a lover's tenderness for any woman. But 
subsequent knowledge of men, naj, knowledge of 
the human heart so variously constituted, taught him 
that all were not born to embrace, as he had done, 
the stern choice of Hercules. ^^ But," cried he in- 
wardly, " when, as in the scene before me, she 
lights a reciprocal affection between friends or bro- 
thers; prompting and supporting each other in 
the career of noble doing — th^n, no longer stern, 
happiness becomes the meed of self*denial — and, 
here it is !" — Coming forward, with the words' half 
uttered aloud, he surprised both brothers, by fold- 
ing his arms around them. 

" Mansfeldt !" exclaimed Christian, " my broth^ 
and my friend, — in one hourP' His grateful ad'<^* 
tion to Heaven, for such signal favour, was silently, 
breathed ; and holy was |]be smile that parted his 
lips. But gay was the flash that shot from under 
the long silken, eye-lashes of George ; shadowy 
curtains which softened, but never obscured, those 
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btig^t C9h^. GkutaMft-ioight be said to l^t^ ^ax&d 

revel Hf^te. 

"I am here!" criedlieto Mapkkk, asiJie^re*^ 
turned the cprdial embrace he net. And ha^lel^ 
he had hardly any thing more to wksb« For be^ 
injg; with his brother, was ptedge'enough to laun, 
(hat the race he had so long panted to^in ; was nam 
before hinu Fields of glory seemedopeniogm kit 
&ight« They were pictured in his eouatenamee^ 
The ardour of youth antieipi^ing the ^success, it 
felt energy to achieve* 

Christian seated his brother asid hiis fti^mA on 
one of the Ottoman couches, then eommon in tte 
European tents^ He took a place near tkumt ; a 
short silence prevailed, for the full heart in the 
first moments of its happiness = is eirer inclined to 
be silent ; at least spe^h cannot utter its feelingSt 
and the eyes discourse alone. Christianas were 
filled on (Jeorge's eloquent face; and the emotion 
in his heart was warm as a lover^s joy, while he 
read there the ingeauous promise of all the virtues 
destined Co form that brother^s character into the 
great and good, when he who now gazed on him with 
such fond fraternal solicitude, would be fallen tato 
his last repose--*unc(»scious in the grave.. ^ Then, 
GteorgeT. cried he, mentally; ^ia those hofttfa of 
' i^t renown, remember ^e ! me, to w^m it would 
e dearer than my own« And if spirits in that 
sef>arated state still bold cotxunnnion with each 
Other, mine will brighten m the realm of blessefst^ 
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Their eyes met. George did not so readily 
comprehend the import of bis brother's. He was 
yet to understand, by indeed daily eiq^erience of 
it, the deep pathos of that brother's love for him. 
But this warmest affection of Christian's soul, had 
now suffered a changed aspect. The iotensest of 
^orrowi^, had softened its tenderness to«ielafichoIy« 



Wkiie the Uomh^ioI h&p^, vet glktc^ing ki Ihe h^art 
of his brother, bomished his d^ctions^ich all its 
natural gaitties* The darker stream in ditnC ian's 
boso»5 might not ht deeper than when' it was 
briglit ; ' but it made itself be more felt, by touching 
on the nenre ofburied- memories. A joyous grasp 
of the. katid, however, from George, acknowledged 
the snile with whkh his brother successfully tried 
to pass^aw^y the profeonder expression of his coun* 
-fenance^^andfoliawed h up > with dome questions 
-aboatEKfke Ernest, and the rest of liis brothers. 

The answer beiag all of good news, both Mans- 
leldt'and h^i^lf then began to question the young 
soldier conternin^ the reinforcement he haa 
brought ; of what it consisted, and in what state It 
might be (Considered for immediate service ; and 
he replied to all with a precision, that convinced 
his. auditors no time had been lost, since each had 
touched his soul with then* own fire. He owned,, 
indeed, that from the day his brother left himi he- 
became a new creature. * 

"An eaglet of the airf* answered MansfeWt, 
wtb a smile ; *' nd more a lady's lapwing !'* 

George ingenuously av^ywed it was so ; a brief 
time havhig tnen seemed before hitn,'to accomplish 
himself in the objects necessary for joining his- 
brother. Hence^ he said, he could not unite both,. 
his new ambitions with the pastimes of his boy- 
hood. In short, his mind was bent on a play of 
weightier metal. The elose study of arms, and all 
that could companion him with his brother, be- 
came bis pursuit and delight. Romance gave way 
to true history 5 and the vague admiration of imr 
aginary heroes, to the manly determination of 
equalling in himself, the examples of worth which 
once had a real existence ; whether it were in the« 
Leonidas of Greece ; the Sciplos of Rome ; the Bay- 
ards, the Coades,. the Mantmorencies^ 6f France ^ 
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the Pefcies, the Sdaeys, of Eo^uid; or farther 
northward, the Bruce of Scotland; or, the yet 
nearer Gustavus Yasayof Sweden, (and his own 
blood of Denmark tasted of his i) whose conduct 
as a soldier, a patriot, and sovereign,- yet gikUd 
with its beams the kingdom he had bequeathed to 
virtue and to greatness* While reading the lives 
of these persons, he frankly owned to his brother, 
their contempt of all frivolous pursuits, their noble 
carelessness of mere selfish enjoyment ; their 
promptitude to succour and to save, wherever cir- 
cumstances called for a champion, (nt a benefac- 
tor ; made his heart burn within him, to be as they 
had been. ^^ But there is a character, I have not 
mentioned . yet,'' continued he; ^^and I think it 
superior to them all, in two respects at least ; the 
finest example of disinterested patriotism, and of 
fidelity in friendship, extant on any page — ^I meaa 
Jonathan's love to David." 

" You are right," exclaimed MansfeMt. 

"Perfectly so,''' rejoined Christian, who, from 
certain recollections, had not so soon as his firiend 
found the power of expressing his opinion; for 
Mansfeldt, when he spoke, thought only of the 
friendship for which he would have been glad to 
make any sacrifices ; the friendship of wmch he 
was then so happy. as to be in full possession* 
Christian's thoughts passed rather to the other 
point in his brother's admiration, and he added — 
" You could not, George, have made that selection, 
without feeling that resignations may be demand- 
ed as duties, of princes, from which our brethren 
in humbler rankis are happily exempted. Thus 
are the eminent heads scathed with lightning, that 
those beneath may live and flourish.^ . 

Christian rose as he spake ; but it was not with 
d disordered step, he passed to the table, and took 
from it the map 0/ the bel(ig^!ent countries then 
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ikuiijd^^bkn had eauaed him to .me to eoDceal it, 
vrftB checked on tha nstant j^and while. he held the 
ebart in his handf he smilittgly.turiied to his brother, 
aod remarked— ^ But, George ! — ^I have intemi{tf- 
cd you !-— You have not yet finished the story of 
your harness for the field, to which this is to in- 
troduce you f^' 

*' Quite r' was the answer.—" Gymnastics of 
iDind and body, you have all before you!-^o, 
now for the theatre ?" 

"Beit so, then!" replied the prince, as here- 
aemed his seiau, and spread the map upon a>8mall 
table, which he drew before him. 

Mansfeldt kid his hand upon it; "before we 
travel over this |ttper," said he, " you must bear 
the events of my stay at Prague ; of my journey 
from thence to this spot*" 

The demand, and the tone in which it was given, 
made Christian all ear. Letters from Mansfeldt 
bad communioated his own loss, and that of their 
cause, in the death of his fotfaer; and a sen's 
anguisb at the circumstances of his death, had been 
answered by ihe sympathy of his friemd«'-**He, 
therefore, did not now revert to that event more 
iJian^as it was connected with others, but entered 
into; the mysterious details which followed Jt ; 
showing the treacherous designs of Ferdinand, 
boith against Matthias and the empire ; the latter, 
indeed, written:in blood by the swords of his Croats 
-Nifor rather, in retaliation of their violences, by 
the: murderous steel of the Turkish scimitar, from 
one border of the country to the ether \ 

.Christian was equally lost in amazement and 

horror at these relations. To eet the latter to the 

ear of Biochailph was impossible. Nothing now 

""reached it^ but throng the channels of die tnaitor 

UmselCt Aa^ev6nif>theiiienarchwevei^pcied 



I 



SOS Bmufc tam^'sux 

of these circumstances, and of the whole usutpkig^ 
tendency, Mansfeldt declared, he had seenenoiigb, 
' to be convinced that* Ferdinand held too firm a 
control over his sovereign, ever to be shaken off* 
Matthias, then, was the person io whom it all must 
be unfolded ; and according to just policy, reve- 
rence of his brother, and respect to his own rights — 
he must look to himself ! — " And, there cannot be 
a doubt," added the son of Huldregan, '* that every 
, true heart in the empire will marshal on his side.^' 

George, whose discretion was appealed to, to 
hold sacred what he heard, listened with rivetted 
attention ; first, with an ind^nant horror, like hk 
brother's ; then, with a learner's solicitude, to all 
their subsequent remarks and decisions : by which 
he understood the comprehensive interests, not only 
for their o\fn country, but that of Christendom fii 
general, which concentrated their minds, like their 
. swords, to one point — Fair, and equal iustice ! 

With regard to the more immediate objects before 
them, he learnt how the first successes of the Turks, 
had induced certain discontented districts in Hun- 

fary, Transylvania, and other bordering provinces 
elongin^ to the Emperor, to rise in insurrection ; 
and unitmg with the enemy against their unsus- 
pecting fellow subjects, the enormities were dread- 
fuU— rSuch was the situation*of the country, when 
Matthias came to its relief. — The Pacha was alike 
exasperated by the original aggression, and iAflated 
into insolence, by the rapidity of his suco^ss in 
taking vengeance.— Hence the Austrian Prince 
was obliged to strain every nerve to drive him back 
into the Turkish line of demarcation ; before he 
could hope, by compelling him to hear reason, to 
stop at any pomt the currents of blood then drawn 
from the hapless people in so many quarters^*- 
. Till this could be done, negociation would have 
been <^emed fear ; for vain wc^dj^ve proved any 



au^mpt to eonvince the Mussulman of the injustice 
of avtHiging upon a whole nation, the offence of a 
horde of free-booters. — The Pacha and his troops, 
were themselves tasting (he sweets of spoliation ; 
and it was ** a tooth for a tooth," they did not 
choose to relinquish, till the appetite were fully 
sated. . Matthias, assisted by Christian, had already 
taught these fierce adversaries some rough lessons 
towards this object t but much, the prince told 
Mansfeldt, was yet to be done. — He then went 
over the map, explaining his plans for following up 
bis own advantages ; and leaving to the archouke 
the details which pointed to his. 



CHAPTER XX. 

Mansfewt meant to recross the Panube that 
night, to impart to the arcjiduke all these events. 
—^But as nothing in the information could relax 
that noble prince's zeal for ^is country, and there- 
fore determination to prosecute the campaign to 
its completion, Christian . epmmissioned his friend, 
to assure their chief,*, he should hear of his starting 
by the morrow's dawii,.toi^jiray-lay the Pacha's last 
auxiliary from the JPotJ^:— the Vizier Sinan, then 
bringing up the main 'body of his army in full 
march from the Teiss. ! 

With considerable detachments from this army, 
the Brunswick troops had already measured wea- 
pons, and a battle of some importance might be 
expected to follow the meeting of each complete 
atray: the minister of the Sultan, having his eye. 
on the plunder of the irilperial treasury in the 
eastern depot of the Danube. Christian had 



dearod die HiKigaviM fnmy^r 0f^ iImm bamikf 
detacbmeatSy which fop aone'time bdbre hi»«F- 
rival had beeiv sackii^ thecoimlr]^ ; aa4 whei^ he 
preseoC^ faimfielf to the fescue of what reamiaed^ 
the rapacity of the robbers to "preserve their 
plunder, like the tigress defendmg her yeaag^ 
covered the field with thd most remorsdess car^ 
nage. 

During the deseription of these etieotuiters, 
xirhieh the Priace of Lunebuvg in the w^y of ae- 
cessary information communicated to hie military 
coadjutor, much was incidentally disclosed o£ the 
Turkish peculiar modes of warfare; which itti^ 
well have appalled George, who listened without 
a word of observation, while thus being made to 
perceive that his first sword was to be drawn 
against a foe, who rather murdered than slew their 
opponents ; and whose trophies of conquest were 
the heads of the vanquished hung at their saddle* 
bow. ' ' 

The young veterans who discoursed on it, were 
too accustomed to its horrors to think of the pos- 
sible efiect on their attentive hearer. But George 
was at that halcyon age, when futurity presents its 
pleasant side alone ; and all that might probably 
nave intimidated a man of riper, and therefore 
more reflective years, passed by his car like the 
unregarded breeze. That he listened eagerly to 
all that occurred, is true ; but the stationary im- 
pression on bis mind was the brilliant result alone, 
and the conviction that himself approached the 
point of his most impassioned desires — to win 
such glory, by the side of his heroic brother. 
From this one absorbing anticipation, none of the 
collateral circumstances could arrest his thoughts; 
else' he would have heard that the vizier^ 
army, lately auementea by new levies, doubled 
the numbers of the Luneburg batallion ; and that. 



idWiHif beM iaiigfal> Ae art of mf^ efeii by his 
«fiefiBfies,^te flagaciMs Torfc new tinder^oed how 
ta ttMdw Hl^t mceesskm reiJIy ^Ac^ive. Dncl{dine 
l9tfaig 10 an amy, what jtMlgment is to talents ; hy^ 
iDStraftiing Md fegvlating abHtty, it eives more 
feree to a coarparatiirv small meims, than twenty 
ikiitui ^» nalinral tArenglh possesses, which re* 
mains yet ignorant where best to exert its powers. 

On the bugle sounding the first watch of the 
ai^t^MansfeMt started from bis seat; for heturing 
dlso the tramp of horses approaching the tent, he 
s u ppo sed it the escort to attend his departure. 
Christian, mider the same ideB, rose Kfcewise ; but 
while he was yet draining his friend with some 
additioMd messages to the archdake, an aid-de- 
camp entered, to acquaint him, that a reconnoit- 
ring party were just come in ; and the officer who 
commanded it, had brought some important iiih 
telligence for his private ear. Christkm^ beggiiig 
Mansfeldt to await the tidings, instantly withdrew 
into the audience-chamber of bis paviKon. 

He staM only a few s^nutes ; but when he re- 
turn^, his before s^*ene countenance appeared 
troubled and pale. He looked at G^rge, attd <t 
became paler. 

- "The vi«ier is advancing,'' said he; "and one 
of my parties of observation has Imd a skirmisli 
with a detachment rejoining him. We have had 

the best of it, but ^ and he took MansfeMt 

aside, to finish the sentence; which be dkl in a 
voice so low as not to be overheard by any one 
else: *^tbey have brought me a signt of hor- 
ror!— '* and bis eyes turned again upon George: 
who, on observifsrg his brother draw their frtendi 
apart, had subtracted his own attention, bv stwjS- 
ously examinihg the map on the table* His thoughts 
indeed, were in quick, mkrch to meet the just W^^ 
nounced approach of the vizier. 
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CbnsMaq, q^e^nwhil^ i» ^§ 'mfie UB^er tote/ 
communicated to Mansleldt the spe^t^le. Jie liad 
just beheJd-7-tbe laapgled. bead, of a -^oung apd 
brave Hungarian magnate, lately. bis. aid-d^^aqdjaii 
now presented to bim from a blopdy^sack, with all 
the frightful proofs of Turkish barbarity. The 
scene in which its owner fell was too well renaem* 
bered by the agitated narrator. Scarcely three 
days ago, during a hard conflict in disposse^dng 
the enemy of a powerful station near Zon^bar, 
and even in the moment of victory declaring fpr 
his arms, Christian beheld ope of the beaten sijuad* 
rons flying past, with this very befd gleaming its 
life-extinguished eyes upon him, from, the point of 
a Turkish scimitar — the wretch who bore it, having 
just severed it from the yet panting body. Chris- 
tian fired his pistol at the man;. but for once his 
band missed its aim, and the bleeding trophy va- 
nished with the fugitives. The information of the 
officer, inentioned that this very squadron, havim 
made its escape, and joined others of the dispersed 
corps in the neighbourhood, they were altogether 
cautiously proceeding to re-unite themselves with 
the main body of the vizier, when they fell in with 
the Luneburg detadinpient* The attack was fierce 
on both sides, but su(%iessful for the;Germans. On 
the first onset, the janissary who carried the head 
(ff the young magnate .of ]6ombar, — then cased in 
a^bag at his sad£e-bow, to be. laid at the feet .of 
his master, — was killed, and the trophy redeemed. 
The informant of Christian, recognized it immedi- 
ately hj its long golden hair, to be that of his bro- 
ther officer ; but the once handsome features were 
deformed past recollection, by the horrid process in 
preserving it for the proposed Qflrering.«.»-All in the 

S' trty knew h9w much their commander lamented 
is jrounff man, and morjs -particularly since lie 
had himseTf beheld the cruel fate of bis remai^*^ 



Their rescue, therefwe, was a deed of great tri* 
umph to the soldier who cut the Mussulman down* 
But when the heart^pierctn^g apparition was taken 
from its covering, and presentea to the prince, he 
shuddered, with a liudden terror on his soul.- It 
was not then Zombar^s image'. e^lone he saw: his 
brbther's face^ bloodless and disfigured, held in the 
same way by its clotted locks, seemed to start 
before him ! 

With this impression deep on his senses, he re- 
turned to those he had left ; and for the first time 
in bis life, he knew the sensation of fear at the ap- 
proach of a battle.*— A cold dread sat at his heart 
when he looked on his brother, filling it with ap- 
prehension of the probable events of the ensuing 
day ; — ^that brother, whose buoyant youth, like the 
mangled Zbmbar's, was just expanding into all the 
manly grace, all the noble enjoyments of exis- 
tence; — ^that he should make his first military essay 
in the tremendous Conflict now to be anticipated witn 
the sanguinary Sinan, whose reioftmentSu on aveng- 
ing cruelties had made many a stanifc heart trem- 
ble — made Christian's feel a coward. here ! 

Thus impressed, and on the immediate impulcM^ 
he whispered Mansfeldt a wish,, that he would take 
George with him across the Danube; under an ex- 
cuse of paying his due respects to the archduke, 
but with the real intent of detaining him till the 
impending battle should be decided. 

Mansfeldt, though somewhat surprised, (for he 
had never been a brother!) did not say a word. in 
opposition to a tenderness, the alarm of which .he 
guessed had sprung from the hideous spectacle his 
friend had just been contemplating; therefore, 
without remark, he walked to the table and made 
the desired proposal to the prince. George was 
astonished at the! request* . ; . « 

' *' Surely^" cried he, '^ it cannot be necessary tliat 



tduniU leavd my lirather lor wgr mere cerramifr 
th« monmt I join bm («*^ABci for w^w^i of respoct 
to our coraaaiKier, weuid it not be belter tei^til^, 
h^ appearing before bin after paying my duty ta 
ftis eaemies to*morrow T^ Georgespeke with a smile. 
llM>ugh he was vexed at the proposal binrii^ beeo 
thought on; and Mansfeldt, in fact, being. of the 
same opinion with hk young Jnend, smiled in hi& 
turn, without making a rejoinder ; but ChristiaUr 
with a little pretend^ indifference^ uttered a few 
words i^rhich intimated hi^ approval of the sugges- 
lion. He saw Mansfieldt was not congenial with 
bim in this, yet be felt be could not give up hi& 
object. He had beheld many sights resembling 
ihe one just described ; and, alast he had seen them 
with a soldier's obliged $€mg fmd ; but the con* 
neetion this had found m his mind with bis brother^ 
made it hover round him in a sort of horrid warnmg 
vision not to be got rid erf.<^^^ George," added he, » 
a tone of more^ serious persuasion, ^^ it will be even 
best for our cause ultimately, that you sboul^ com* 
ply with this my wish, as well as Mansleldt's,^ 

Mansfeldt was much inclined to say — ^^ My in- 
vitation, aottny wish!'^ but he forebore-^-reading 
the sentiment of bis own dauntless mind in the 
lieavy cloud which then passed over the rtdiaitf 
countenance of the young prince* 

George looked down* His heart utas. big with 
disappointment ; perhaps with wounded prule, a5 
well as checked enthusiaim; for he now half siiKr 

Eected, that to keep htm cmt of so formidable a 
attle, was the source of his brother's urgencv* 
After struggling with his eiaotion for a few seconds, 
im abruptly sakl, though with his eyes sttU b«»t to 
the grouncft -— ^^ Christian^ de not sacrifice that 
which yourself put into my breast, to ferm&6f*ee- 
remeny ! Such is not yonnr tsioal waj^, nor Js it to 
my taste. Beskles, I did. not come h^re io be the 
courtier of Matthias^ but the soUier of our cause P 
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Tbe stroiig throbs witbin him; when be ceased 
speaking) beeaone almost visible. For neither of 
his auditors making answer, the affection he bore 
bis brother, smote him with an idea of having re- 
plied with ungrateful harshness to the fraternal 
teaderness, which alone could have dictated what 
bad given him offence. George now looked towards 
bis brother^ with a flush of contrition spreading even 
to his forehead. The eyes of Christian were then 
OB him y and the repentant boy met, not the chilU 
ing glance of the aispteasure he anticipated, but 
one of a&ctionate glowing approbation ; and 
throwing himself suddenly on his brother's breast, 
;he exclatmed in an agitated voice — ^^ Oh, send me 
not from you ! — Do not dishonour me to myself, by 
shewing yo^ doubt me r'-*He would have added 
— ^^ Remember your pledge, in the tomb of our fa- 
ther !" but he feared to run a second risk of paining 
that generous, pliant heart. 

" Stay then 1" replied tbe prince ; " a better 
shield than any of my providing, will be your 
guard!— But to-morrow you indeed grapple to daor 
ger^''^ 

** So let it be I'' was the answer of George's ire- 
most spirit. But a grateful pressure of his brother's 
band was his only reply, while he received the 
cordial approving grasp of MansfeldtV 

When the escort for their friend was announced, 
both brothers attended him to horse. In the camp 
of Luneburg, none of tbe common stately reserves 
of princes were necessary to " hedge in the divini- 
ty of bis dignity*" His honour being maintained 
by tbe nature of his actions, not their pageantry . 
wherever service called, or kindness prompted, jj^ 
felt buDtiself as free to move ad any man. A Freticb 
Dbtlo&^er, the friend of Frederick the Gr^at ^ 
Frusaia, has loid it down for an axiom— «tbat<« ol^ 
sitftisa hero te bis naUt dt chambre /''--*So* mudi 
VOL. fc t8 ♦ 



for the ocmpanr he kept I Btit Ckbviitiifi of Lone- 
h\irg, iSke the Britieh Maiihorougb, was one to dis<^ 
prove it. Indeed, true dignity o£ Mind, lice that 
of the person, is beat seen in undress. 

One bright and starry ether, unsoUied by a ckrad,. 
spread over the Heavens, when MansMdt issmd 
from the tent-door of his friendr On vavkkig into 
his saddle, he looked up to the moon waning into 
her crescents— ^^ There thou art, fair emblem of 
purity !** was his irrepressible exclamatioa.^ « fleiw 
many enormities shock that chaste eye } To Imv 
many do thy bannered efl^ies lead to the petpe* 
Option !--<m6 of them, George," cried he, *♦ I iraat^ 
before we next meet, you will see buried in the 
dust!" 

Mansfeldt held bis helmet /in his hand as he 
spoke, and even raised towards the Heavens ; but 
it was not to the moon witUcing in brightness^ he made 
the oblation ; he bent to the hand that placed her 
there. His friends well understood the sign. A 
oordial farewell passed from thcfir mutual lips. He 
took his place between the ranks of his escort^ 
which inutiiediately turning down an alley to the 
fright, dosed him from view. Christian put his arm 
through his brother's, and in musing silence, both 
re-entered the tent. 

In the fore part of the day, he had dispensed hie 
inarcbing dispositions for the morrow. And on see- 
ing the appalling oh^ect of the' evening — ^whieh be 
yet sometimes deemed ^n omen of some sadder 
spectacle — he had given orders it should be taken 
to Zom'bar, to be re^united to the brave remains he 
had caused to be laid in the paternal sepul<thte* 
These duties done, Christian had nothmg to pre- 
j^eat his early reth*ing to rest. He thought it na* 
eessary for his brother } 'and George requesting 
perqpission to make his bed under the same-cati^sa. 
It was readily granted. His light down mattrass^ 



til 

was aftoordJBfgrjr apreod on a carpet wkhin a airw 
tained receas at tM upper enrd o£ the a^aitment, 
but Gltfisliaii^ conch of repoee did Mt. boast so 
Brach delicacy, , A felt palliass laid on the bare 
groQndy wtdi a blue woollen coverlid lined with 
scarlet, cemorised the whole of its oomforta. But 
his BokUefs had the same,, aad he would have do 
better* From the sttaation of the beds in distant 
comers, George did not that night discover the su- 
perior loduIgeQce of his own, but after perceiving 
it, ha saw it no mm ; fiov-he gave summary orders^ 
tbattii^ accommodation should be made for him^ 
diffiesrent from the simplicity of bis brother's. 

Brief were his shimbers that night ; but the un- 
traual humility of his couch did'not disturb them, 
Hb soul was awake, wanderir^ in imagination to^ 
wttrds the expected events of the morrow. He 
erea Kstened with boyish delight to the tread of 
the sentinel, pacing backwards and forwards by 
the de^K'Qf the pavilion; and then he asked him- 
self—" Can it be real ?— am I truly in my brother^s 
tent ? lying near htm I^^-or am I only in one of the 
ha]Kpy dreams, from which I have so often awoke 
to disam>ointment in my chamber at Celle V* Then, 
inateaa T>f the fancied personages in arms, with 
whom bis nightly visions usually were filled, he used 
to open his eyes in the twilight of mornings on the 
tapestried representation of his ancestors ; appear* 
ing, indeed, amongst the uncertain shadows of the 
chamber, like their hovering shades around his 
bed« And to satisfy himself, that such a delusion 
was not now at sport with his senses, he sat up, 
and looked from object to object* The watch-light 
of the. hours, burnt on a stand close tO' its little 
cloek^ aml^ at a short distance from his brother^s 
4ow coach; whose ready arms for the morning, lay 
on a table near It, Reaming with a pale reflection 



firoB tbe lamp. The mofi thm had been exaariki^ 
iag, la^ on the floor, where it md fallen. 

ChristiaA turned on his hard. piHow, and sighedr 
It was not the sigh of a waking man. Memory 
w(# busv in his ilreams* But- only in then, w^ere 
indeed he had no controol^ did he ever, saffisr ber 
whispers, her pictures of. other times ; and when he 
awoke from them, pale, and with the ^ vacuum :ach* 
ing at his heart," a thanksgivbg that this stt&»^ 
was all his own — ^that Adelheid was beyond-snch 
sorrow — ^generally sooothed the .tumult, and^heiose 
to occupation* But in this dream, a strange asso- 
ciation with recent objects c<mfused the images of 
the past. Again he saw the young magmte &m- 
bar fall under the wreaking scimitar^ — be- saw his 
murderer clutch his fair lod», to sever the head 
from the bodv-^but when it was held aloft, ndither 
those fair locks, nor the cheswit hair of his brother, 
curled round the bloody steel. He beheld the 
features of Adelheid, and her raven tresses covers 
ing the weapon like a shroud. In his sleep, the 
sight was mortal ; and with tbe sigh bis brother 
la^ard, his soul in the. vision felt to have take»^its 
flight witbher's.. 

George marvelled to^ hear that s%fa, even in a 
shunber, at the eve of such an enterprize, in- the 
midst of sucb a splendour of reputation as then 
surrounded his brother:— "When I am endowed 
like thee," murmured the younf prince, ^^sleep 
ers by mj side must need guafd their eei«, for I 
shall certainly laugh and sing !"-*<F*Yet 6e<^|^ im§bt 
bav& felt a touch of solieifciide respectinf the origin 
of that sigh-^for it sp<^of f^ome inward suffisJriM; 
bad he not, on lookiof again towarcb the coudtH 
seen that all was stilL AU indeed was, ai:pca«e ; 
for at the close of the Vissim, a deep and idreaaites 
sleep e9«ued ; from which Christian. <Mdu not move 
again, until the stroke oJ[. bis alarum on the watchv 



iis 

'Staad»8iiiM«i€6d tW iiottr be had named for pre^ 
paration fat his march* 

But his ej9B opuMd oo the first stroke of the 
beU, while his quick cbt abo heard that hu broAer 
w^ not Ijing in repose* He heared another sigh ; 
bat it was a dismissing one, to the returning recol- 
lections of Zombar and his dream. Once harint 
made np his ifirndthat the brother, whom he loved 
with almost a woman's tenderness, should indeed 
tread in the steps of his own irrepressible youth, 
encountering every field without reserve! and 
guessing the impatience which had awoke him, or 
kept hui awake — wkh much of a soldier's plea* 
sure in such ardour, he called to him from his 
couch with the benediction of the morning, and an 
enquiry'-*^ Whether be were ready to commence 
the day?" 

George's answer was starting from his bed, and 
being at the side of his brother on the instant. 
Christian raised himself to meet the fraternal emt' 
brace; and^many were the marks of war his open 
vest disclosed; one, just over the heart, long and 
dem, appeared scarcely cicatrised ! George found 
a chin seise his own*-*-Oh, my brother f-^^^cried 
he; he did not finish the sentence ; biH the glance 
of his eye told his apprehensions of what mig^ 
have been* 

i( It happened lately on the Drave," replied 
Christian* ^^ But these scratches are not worth a 
wcHrd; and till we note them and a lady's smiles 
alike, Cteorge, we are not in armour for a soldier." 

Christian felt, when he said this, more than it 
seemed to convey ; for though he cared little how 
many were stampt on his own body, it required 
just as much resolution to contemplate with e^a- 
nimiiy die prospect of such hair«breadth wounds 
OS tte boson oilm ^bHxther, as to for^ the smiles 
which had once beta the bahn of his own. He 
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then directed him to go into ant interior apaar&ieiit 
of the tentf where he would find his equqafuients for 
the day, — ^" All, excepting your cuirass,'' said he, 
" and that I will buckle on myself.*' 

The rousing trumpet then sounded through the 
whole camp, and George hastened to obey his bro- 
ther's commands. The dawn had hardly broke, 
when the line began to turn out; and while the 
young prince was dressing, he heard the neighing 
and tramp of horses, and the cordage struck of the 
tents which formed the square round his brother^s 
pavilion. The busy movements without, however 
active, appeared to have nothing of that noisy bus- 
tle which arises from confusion. All^ indeed,-had 
been in previous order for the march, and to put 
in motion was alone necessary. At the second 
clangor, George, whose hurrying equipment had 
partaken nothing of the regular celerity of those 
around him, found the eagerness of his baste defeat 
itself; and ashamed of an agitation which threaten- 
ed to unfit him for its object, almost every thing he 
had touched having dropped at least once from his 
hands, he no sooner heard this second sunmions 
reverberating from the hills ; and voices in the 
apartment with his brother, than remembering the 
injunction respecting his cuirass, he .took his scarf 
and sword from the attendant who held them, and 
with an unsteady, though eager step, passed 
through the little intervening space, into his pre- 
sence. 

Prince Christian was standing amidst his field 
officers and aid-de-camps, giving to the former his 
last instructions relative to the march, and proba- 
ble advance of the enemy. He was completely 
armed in all, except his helmet. George paused at 
the curtained entrance whence he had issued, to 
contemplate for one nu>m6nt the noMe port of his 
brothiM*, — Of a magnificent statune, and a form pro* 



poriionad, be rnqved v^ith the nafural lofiy jgf&e^ 
which the sculptor^ of Greece bad given to tbeir 
imaginary ged;pf Delos ; his features too, were of 
the same perfect contQur, but serene in their air of 
command. Not even the hottest hour of battle 
could now disturb the almost divine comix>st]re of 
his courage, and his principle of action ; which like 
twin deities within the temple of his breast, requir- 
ed no impulse of mere cirduoistance, to give ener* 
gy to tbeir ever vigilant providence. 

George felt an undescribable awe come over 
him, while then gazing on his brother. — Before,, 
he had seen him only as the brother, who, full of- 
affectionate companionship, won the love of his 
young heart, while he smit it with a passion for 
arms* Now, he saw the master of his art ! He 
beheld rank, and age, and prime of mankind, stand* 
ing unbonnetted in his presence, as before their 
natural sovereign ; and receiving his commands 
with the deference of implicit confidence and obe- 
dience. The urbane and gracious simplicity with 
which they were dispensed, confirmed the dignity 
of the brave dictator : — and when Christian chanc- 
ed to turn his head to the quarter where his bro- 
ther stood, George, by an instinctive impulse, near- 
ly bowed his knee ; but his eyes bent in sympathy 
with his soul. 

Christian beckoned him, and presented him to 
the officers around, — one -in particular, the Baron 
Munster, he named to him, " as the veteran," he 
said smiling, '^ who would that day be sponsor to 
his first sword," — or, in other words, to his care 
and leading the young soldier was committed du- 
ring a conflict, where the attention of its comman- 
der could have no private object. The trumpet to 
horse then sounded, and the chiefs, having receiv-- 
ed their final orders, withdrew. 
The Prince of Luneburg, left jtlpne with bis bro- 



retook Ike cUMiiwMQli Ittd hHA j^NffiwSi 
and siivtlybacMed k oitr-^N^lAei* did 
Qmv9» 8psali.--^liriiCkii then glrd^ n dword of 
tiled iBBtal ID bit tide. B«t wSeh lie vMl tiie 
aaikd cap in his bawl, to cover the head, Qoir 
deanttto him on «arth, from the stroke of faflX* 
tie, tte expression of his oduftteoance iMidght 
Cleor]^ upon kis knee; the proud fires bf mSXx&y 
aBdution were then flashing in his eyes, btit a ho- 
lier sentiment beni his head urb^i it was pla6ed on 
bb brow. 

^ Bless thee, my brother !!* exclaimed the Rrince 
of Loineburg. ^ Heaven has answered your prayer, 
in bringing yoo here. Yon must now do your 

Et ! and in the field forget every thing but your 
iness there ; and that you are in the presence 
of Him who alone can ^ve the victory.'* 

George rivetted his hps to that dear fraternal 
hand.— Rapturous emotion chained his tongue, bqt 
filled his eyes with the eloquent libation of a h^rt 
overflowing its brimmed cup of happiness. 

" Ah, why IS it,** asked Christian to faiMsell, 
'^ that m the deepest sorrow, or the heights of hap- 
piness, the expressions of either are denied . to 
speech ? Is it one evidence in many, of the inhe- 
rent supericM* endowments of the spiritual part of 
man ; which, possessing a language of its own, 
unutterable by worldly organs, can yet be felt 
and understood by a kindred mind, even without 
a sounds or almost a look ; and such coammuen 
between soul and soul, the grave itself cannot close 
over." 

With these thoughts in bis heart. Christian rais- 
ed his brother, and embraced him. He sm3ed 
brightly, as he turned from him to the tent door*— 
'' Now, fbUow me.'* 

Georffe obeyed ; and the scene was wholly 
changed. The broad expanse, which before bad 



beea covered with the. camp, was now laid open to 
the plain; while the ground, formerly occupied 
by long lines of white tents, presented the length* 
ened ranks of the infantry forming in marching 
order ; artillery, drawing into procession ; and 
cavalry, wheeling into squadrons, in every direc- 
tion. Near to his eye and ear, the details of pre* 
paration were perhaps more strikingly apparent to 
the attention of one not accustomed to the sight. 
The. trampling of horses ; the clang of their .riders 
metal-sheathed sabres, against their huge iron- 
bound saddles ; the fine martial port of Uiese ri- 
ders, with breasts like the front of war itself, re- 
fiecting from theji* steel plates the level rays of the 
sun. just emerging from the dark horizon ! I'he 
white. steed of fVilikind, the standard of his faih-. 
ers, waved in. the centre of every regiment? and 
every brave head looked up towards it, as the loud 
clarion from pach line, on tberising of the. Prince's, 
staff-colours, gave signal for the march. 

In after-time George saw the impresse of that 
standard on the hills of England. Astonished, he 
heard his ancestors had stampt it there; and though . 
Norman swords traversed it through many an age, 
still the people, with pick-axe and spade, cherish- 
ed the memorial of their descent ; and, after its 
first impression of more than a thousand years 
ago, he found the signal hailed by a British heart ! 
— But why hailed? — If the stream of time had 
tfapn passed over hereditary reference, these pages 
most hereafter shew the secret of the renewed 
writing; and those distant fields of the East may 
present some links to the chain. 

On the signal for march, George was mounted, 
and drew his horse to the side of bis brother. 

" This is your place," said the latter, " while on 
our way ; but when we arrange for the enemy, my 
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duty commands me, George, to station yoa at al 
distance from me^^ 

^ And mine, mj brother,'' retortied be, '^ will be 
to obey." 

The martial splendour of dbe battalKa, as it 
moved along, gave no bint of the pang he should 
taste when really separated from that brother^ 
side, in the bristled front of the approacfaiiig bat- 
tle. At present he was all joy in the conscioiis 
triumph 6f having conquered himsip^ He had 
yielded, without even a remonstrance, to a com* 
mand which had deprived bim at oiiceof what had 
so long been the prmie wish of his life — la fight 
side by side with his brother. But obedience, he 
had ever been told, was the first lesson of a sol- 
dier's practice; and from the moment Cbrislkn 
granted his petition, not to be sent from the anti- 
cipated encounter with the Vizier, he bad resolved 
to obey implicitly in every thing else. 



bHAPTER XXI. 

The Brunswickers had not marched half way 
between the Danube and the Teiss, before they 
came in sight of the Mussulman's temporary en- 
campment. It spread along the foot df a gently 
rising ground, in an open unincumbered country; 
the brow of the ascent was occupied by a rai^of 
ordnance, and the whole flanked to the rightby a 
broad stream ; while to the left, stakes and hurmes 
formed a light barricade. A close chain of out- 
p(yts extended round the lines; but What were 
really their limits, the unpractised eye of George 
could not then discern. To him it seemed an as^ 



Bembled multitude, like that wbich ander the great 
Saladin beleaguered Jerusalem, but not to it^over^ 
throw ! and his curious gaze wandered from object 
to object* 

The Vizier's army was indeed formed of many 
nations; and the disposition of the camp being di- 
vided accordingly, its appearance seemed to spread 
from one end of the horizon to the other. Sinan 
fcad brought his reinforcements, not only from the 
overflowing population on either side of the Bos- 
|>horus, but the Turkish territories on the Adriatic 
and Archipelago, and the Euxine seas, with those 
on the Arabian gulf farther east, had poured their 
tarbaned aud rapacious warriors upon the fertile 
vales of Hungary. The young German prince 
looked on the vastness and variety of the specta- 
cle, with an admiration equal to his surprise. The 
Ottoman pavilions, of a thousand gay colours, glit- 
tered with gikied crescents ; and the bng tasselled 
e^andards of the different Bashas, who command- 
ed, floated over those which stood highest in gor- 
geous ornament. Then came the white tents of the 
Oreek levies. And when Christian told his bro- 
ther whose they were, George forgot they were 
slaves who now filled them ; and felt a bound, as if 
he were going to measure his young arm with the 
heroes of Salainis and Platea. On the right, spread 
the darker camps of Arabia ; whose wild appear- 
ance he remarked with amazement. 

'^Is it not an object, even of holy admiration," 
returned iiis brother," to see how that people still 
Rve in the presence of their brethren ; and in the 
very habits, with the same customs they used at 
the time the prophecy, of such their continuance, 
was pronounced three thousand years ago ! Other 
nations, great and civilized, successively their con- 
temporaries, have passed away, as if they had 
oever been. Where are the Babylonians, the 
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Egyptians, the Macedonians; nay, the Romans 
themselves, who commanded the whole world ! 
Not a living vestige of their lineage can be. found 
Yet here are the descendants of one of the sons of 
«A bra ham before our modern eyes, just as they 
were at the first. But the wonder does not cease 
there: in another quarter of yon camp, divided 
and reprobated from the rest, may be seen a rem- 
nant of Israel, following its march in the most de- 
grading offices. Thus, then, the posterity of bcHh 
the sons of Abraham are now in our view, living 
in the presence of their brethren^ and dwelling in the 
'tents of their enemies ; maintaining, indeed, the visi- 
*ble completion of the prophecy, in a perpetual 
«miracle !" 

George assented to the sacred importance of 
the fact, while the curiosity more natural to his 
years, conned the peculiarities of the Arabian 
scene. Camels, belonging to the commanding Sheik, 
.were feeding before the tents; and groups of men 
in long blue, or dusky blanket-like garments, 
leaning near them on their spears, or seated on 
the ground smoking, or furbishing their weapons. 

Objects, transporting the gazer back into the 
times when Ishmael fled to the desert from the 
faceof his offended father; and Esau, turned into 
the wilderness of Soir, denouncing vengeance on 
liis brother. 

The train of thoughts which these images sug- 
jg;ested to Prince Christian, were pregnant with the 
frailty of man ; yet not less fraught with adoration 
of the great and good Being, who preserves the 
]>ebel and apostate in his sight, to seek and to ob- 
tain mercy. 

These meditations, however, were perhaps too 
solemn and overpowering to long engage a young 
and eager mind, \vhose volant and yet uncJogged 
spirit ^ars aftcT thoughts of brilliant sublimity 
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alone; and the sublime of virtue, as the highest 
of enjoyment. Hence, taking little pleasure m 
th« recollection of the errors of these ancient 
people on either side, George soon turned from 
them to the quarter of the Grecian tents. Chris- 
tian observed the changed expression of bis^counte- 
nance. 

" They are not what you think them,^^ said he ; 
" and like the rebels of Arabia and Palestine, are 
under the ban, till their renovated virtue brings 
its part to work their deliverance. When their 
day comes, you will see Sparta and Atheas again. 
Meantime, tnough the best of individuals may be 
retained in slavery, you may be assured that no 
nation was ever held to the yoke, after it became 
worthy to be free.'' 

^^ And what may be the real import of that** ca- 
balistic word V^ asked a voice from behind, which, 
on both brothers looking round, they discovered 
to proceed from Bernhard de Saxe. None but 
his employers yet knew of his treachery to the 
cause be openly affected to espouse, and though 
neither of the princes of Luneburg liked the man, 
they respecteo him for what the^r thought his in- 
dependent adherence to his principle ; for be bad 
lately refused an estate of some value from his 
electoral head. And perhaps they held him ip still 
greater regard, because he was one of a fallen 
house ! Christian shook him by the hand, and bade 
him welcome. ^^ I came attended by a messenger 
to you,'' said he, ^^ whom I fell in with on the otbier 
side of the mountains ; and left with Matthias tl)is 
^ morning, to bring further dispatches ; myself not 
hoping to reach you in the field — or, moreover," 
added he with a rough laugh, ^ to profit by your 
higbncts's definition of liberty ! I left it much in 
dispute at Prague," continued he with a shrug ; 
" so pray give me a clear idea here !" 
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CbristiaQ smilecU^'^ Whether you ask in mock** 
erj or earnest., de Saxe,'^ said he, ^ I shall fairljr 
lansarer jou. Liberty, in my opinion, is that stale 
of society where God and the law are the onljpe* 
remptory dictators, and where suefa just dictates 
«re implicitly obeyed. For nothing can properly 
be called a subtraction from man's real indepen* 
tlenoe, that guards Um alike from the eTtl of his 
own passions, and the invasion of others.'^ 

** Then,'' replied George, <nhe wild state of the 
Arabs is not liberty." 

*' And why do you think it is not f ' enouired his 
brother with a look of pleasure, which told he al- 
most guessed bis answer. 

** Having no protection but force," returned he, 
" every man there, is the natural spy on his neigh- 
bour ; and where constant apprehension and fre- 
quent contentions exist among one people, there 
can be no real freedom of action, no security of 
property or person. Hence, I now clearly under- 
stand true freedom, to be neither at the impulse of 
my o\tn will, nor at the cry of a multitude, (most 
woefully misnomered vox Iki f) but to act by the 
direction of laws made for the good of all!" 

•* The cathedra of the great Ernest, groai^ for 
thee, younff confessor f" exclaimed de &ixc, whh 
his usual disdainful compliment. George laughed. 
" As long as his tomb does not," replied he, ** I am 
satisfied to remain where I a«i V^ But in speaking, 
be recollected who now shared that tomb, and 
looked down abashed at bis own lightness. 

*• He has answered with the' fact,'* returned 
Christian, wilh a gravo smito*-^^^ and w4^ii he in- 
deed sits in the cbair of his ancestors, he wttl not 
be the grandson of the past Ernest, nor the bro- 
ther of the present^ if be ikil to do att be kis bow 
so justly described." 

^^I prefer the example lo the prtotiMF was 



George's smiling rejoinder. De Saice shook his 
head. " Protests are easj," cried he, " till power 
is in the hand. Let me see that, my young sir^ 
and then I will quote yon.'' 

By this time the line of march had descended 
the parallel sbping ground, which formed the great 
^lain of the field into rather an immense vale ; and 
from which comparative elevation, by the aid of 
their glasses, they had taken so distinct af view of 
the enemy^s camp. Between the base of the hill, 
and a long ditch-like swamp, which drew a natural 
barrier betwixt the hostile parties, the Prince of 
Luneburg ordered the ground to be chosen for a 
bivouac ; and the soldiers were commanded to dis- 
pose themselves to rest. 

Wfiile this was going forward in Christianas lines, 
their white standards waving in sight over the dark 
and glittering host beneath them, seemed to excite 
a simultaneous emotion in the infidel camp. A 
universal stir was observable ; and the Luneburg 
Prince, even without bis glass, could perceive a 
group mounting an opposite height for observation ; 
amongst which, he did not doubt, was the Vizier 
himself. Both commanders were indeed busy with 
each other's position, and hence probable plan of 
engagement ; for both being well aware of the im^ 
portance of the Wow, either mieht receive there, 
the pre-consMeration was according. George re- 
saatned yet by his brother's side ; his soul m his 
eyes, but his tongue chained ; for his ipirk was ah- 
teniiw to every eircumsianee* 
• That night m slept in the open fieM near to his 
brother^ wrapped in his cloak ; and fatigued whh 
the rapklity ctf their mareh, to his own surprize he 
foend oia eyes seaKng hi sleep almost the moment 
he laid his head xxpo^ the stone that was his pillom 
Cbrifttian took his place bv hla.slde, after he had 
seen the messenger frdm Matthias. The messeih 
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Sr was bis own, whom he bad so sadly left at 
elmstadt ; the fracture of his limb having eotjre- 
]y disabled him from further service as a soldier ; 
but he now appeared with a packet from the mi- 
nister of the abbey, communicating the death of 
the Baroness Osterode, and inclosing a small roll 
of papers, which she bad bequeathed to his mas^ 
ter, as having belonged to the Lady Adelheid. 

Christian had no sooner read this, than with a 
sudden dizziness passing over his brain, he told the 
messeneer to keep himself safe with the wa^on 
train till the next day^s business should be over, 
and then to seek him again. The man retired, 
and Christian looked on the roll of papers ; — here^ 
cognised the hand-writings always dearest to him ; 
and his eyes fastening on his name on one of them, 
he could not withdraw them thence till he had 

read the whole of it. ^^ Christian ! (it said) 1 

have read the tidings brought by your unfortunate 
messenger; but they bring all that is happy tome! 
— They tell me thou art safe, and coming to me ! 
— And this moment, in opening the book of my 
thanksgiving to Him who returns thee to me— J 
find a sacred assurance, by which I shall hold for 
ever, whatever may be the fields to which thou 
mayest be hereafter called.— Take it, dearest stay 
of my heart, and bind it on thine own !— To me, it 
is as the whisper of an angeL^' [The words were 
written in her fairest hand, and from the book of 
Psalms.] 

" Thou that dwellest under the shadow of the 
mpst High, abidest under the defence of the Al- 
mighty. ♦ 

"Thou shah not be afraid for any terror by 
night, nor for the arrow thatflieth by day ; for tM 
{>estilence that walketh in. darkness, nor fc^.the 
sickness that destroyeth at noonH}ay ; for the swfHrd, 
nor for the spear. 
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'^ A thousand shall fall beside thee, and ten 
thousand at thy right hand, but it shall not come 
nigh thee. 

" His faithfulness and truth shall be thy shield 
and buckler '^ 

To read the latter part, he had been obliged to 
untie a black ribbon, with which the papers bad 
been bound together by the baroness, when she 
took them from the little table at which Adelheid 
had been sitting the 'day she died. His own letter 
to her, dropt out from the side of this scroll. — 
" Ah ! to the last^ dearest part of my soul !" cried 
he, grasping it in his hand — ^^ didst thou inieed bend 
thy looks on me /" 

He could not tnist himself with more ; but put- 
ting the whole packet into his bosom, pressed it 
close to his heart. " Yes, Father of Mercy !" 
exclaimed he, looking up, ^^ mv times are in th v 
hands! — She is with thee! — ^There, now, lies all 
my earthly treasure," — and his eyes, with a broth- 
er's prayer, fell on George, as he lay unconscious, 
smiling m his sleep. Christian placed himself by 
his side, but not to sleep. His thoughts were too 
busy with the past and present ; with her whose 
spirit' had seemed to visit him on the eve of this 
portentous day. 

The night was serene and beautiful, like the pre- 
ceding. But he did not now mark the moon mov- 
ing in soft radiance over his head, nor the lucid 
stars in her train ; which on similar vigils, when 
that letter was written, had so often remmded him 
of her he loved — " fair, and bright, and pure as 

they!" She was* now passed into the world 

. beyond them ; and his eye yet shrunk from the 
memorials which used to be the delight of his ima- 
gination, when the fond heart was separated from 
its realities. But the pall was not always to hang, 
so daHkling, betweeii him and memory. In after 
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times, when so stretched on the embattled sod by 
moon-lkht, be has again looked on that pale and 
bright image of her Parity, and thought within 
himself^ that perhaps she held her angel shrine 
within its cold and saintly halo ; and thence regard; 
cd him with ministering watchfulness! — '^'Yesl'" 
hath he then said to himself 



There is move in heaven and eartli, 



Than are dreamt of in our philosophy ! — 
A host of heavenly creatures walk our paths 
Unseen, both when we sleep and waKe !'' 



CHAPTER XXn. 

WttSN morning broke, both fields were occupied ; 
but the temper of tke atmosphere had changed. 
During the latter part of the night, clouds came up 
from the nortb*west ; whence a raw and gustj wind 
blew at dawn, with cutting severity. Forbinateljr 
for Chrifilian^fi position^ it oacked him. 

Betwixt the camp of the Vizier, as bath already 
been mentioned, and the place of the Luneburg 
bivouac, (which had been . disposed according to 
the designed order of battle next day,) after pass- 
ing the covering marsh, the plain was seen to ex- 
tend a wide uninterrupted champagne, without 
hedge, ditch, or even a bush to impede the evolu- 
tions of the respective hostile armies. To the east, 
it was bounded by a straegNng woodland, which 
Christian had caused to be occupied during the 
night. The rivulet of Bacos made also an angle in 
that quarter. On the west, a chain of small hil- 
locks still lay hid in the mists of morning. Just 
as the sun rose from behind the wood, the different 



biButtodBa were complete! j arranged ; wl^Ue the red 
vapoury orb shining full on the Turkish squadrons, 
tinged their arms with a doU fierj hue, aikl gave 
the same sanguinary blush to tne whole scene, 
even to the sky above and around* 

The Prince of Luneburg, in due advance from 
the hillocks and high ground, which he had not left 
unguarded, took up a position ke intended should 
hold in check each extremity of the opposbg ar« 
my ; otherwise of so great an extent as to threaten 
turning his flanks at either enik The Vizier had 
pois^ed himself on somewhat higher ground, the 
plain rising towards bis camp ; and marshalled in 
some degree with a corresponding design, his 
wings projected wider than the visible tine of his 
adversary, and with a sdveeping bend ; while he 
and his Dody-guard, a train of a thousand horse, 
placed tHpiseives just fronting the prince, in the 
very centre c^ the concave ot ibis bristled crescent* 
The two armies stood viewing each other for 
some time* George fek all within him wound up 
• to the higfaest pildi of awfiil expectation* From 
one end to the other of the Turkish array, the 
bearded and ferocious visages of the turbaned sdf 
diery ; the mailed vests, glittering in burnished cold, 
of their commanders; the countless standards of 
the various- aanaed nations dnder their orders, wav- 
ing over the thick forest at lances the horsemen 
carried ; and the longer deeper lines of infantry ; 
all seemed to threaten an inevitable overthrow to 
his brother?^! more slender battallia, at the first 
shook., Bqt Qeovgt was aware of the pith in his 
native tree, whether branch or stem ; of the heart 
that braced an arm of Brunswick. Christian's ar- 
ray had n<» ornament, but the war<-hewn steel which 
harnessed, his soldiers. A steady courage glowed 
in every brea«t; and confident in their leader and 
his fortUMir or cather the PcovideiiCe that hleel;hif 
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arms, they looked towards the enemy with tbe tii- 
utnph of certain victory, Tbe Vizier eyed hfe 
adversary with the suspicion of a tiger that ex- 
pects to oe caught ia a toil ; and soon shewed he 
had no intention to move a voluntary step. 

Christian had as little inclination to remain at 
bay ; and giving his signal, his main line advanced 
at once, leaving no more space between the two 
armies than was necessary for the free evolutions 
of his troops; and thus menacing an immediate 
otoset, it was no longer possible for tbe enemy to 
escape the final struggle. George, who was. still 
by his brother's side, on-«iaking this first move- 
ment, felt as one borne along to the point of his 
most passionate wishes. The drums of tbe Turk- 
ish squadrons, rolled tidings of this advance along 
the whole depth of their line ; and the barbs of 
their spears, like the chevaux de frise fit an iron 
wall, from horizon to horizon, bent forward to re- 
ceive the expected charffe* But there was a sud- 
den halt.-— Christian ra^ed his white plumed hel- 
met from his head, .towards the heavens; tbenV 
turning to the young German nobles around, 
who were now each to folbw his appointed nwtUre 
de guerre to his different station in the line, he ad- 
dressed thdm in a few wonls. 

'^ Behold the enemy,*? cried he, *^ yoacame hither 
to $eek! — ^Now he is found, our business is to 
drive him bevond those hills. — God is for us. I — -. 
and the standard of Henry the Lion leads on I— If 
you lose sight of your colours, or your companion 
in arms — look for this plume ! (and he phced it on 
his head.) — Rally there — for while above ground, 
you will find it in the road to honour !V 

On the silent obeisance of all to whom Christian 
addre^ed himself, Baron Munster put his band on 
the bridle. of his young charge's horse, and. drew 
it abo roimd ; fi>r a something of cteead,, so:grasped 
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flie beaft of George at .the mandate for bis depar« 
tare, that he had remained immovable, hardly con* 
scions, indeed, to any thing but that his brother was 
^in^ to rush into danger, far from his side. And 
m this trance he was, till he found himself placed 
by Munster in front of the left wing, where the 
troops of his native Lunebiirg were stationed. A 
^spontaneous murmur of joy, at the sight of thek 
youthful prince coming to their head, recalled him 
to his presence of mind ; and recognising many 
well4:nowh faces, a dow of answering enthusiasm 
again expanded his chilled bosom. 

A shrill bugle blew from the centre of Christianas 
main-body-^but not for the charge. He had dis- 
posed his ordnance to break down the regularity 
of the bristled rampart, before he would send his 
troops against it ; and the long cannonade poured 
in accordSgly. The breaches it delved in the 
close phalanx, were such as might be expected; 
and ere the smoke could disperse, or the astounded 
enemy recover their surprise, to reinforce the gaps 
^hi& storm of guns had effected, the Christian trum- 
pets sounded in rear of their whole battallia, and 
the charge was made." 

The roll of the horses feet in the descent, was 
like a subterraneous thunder ; and the cloud of 
dust they raised, covered Gjeorge^ as he was swept 
forward with the mighty stream into, the midst of 
one of more portentous aspect, black and lurid, the 
iire and smoke, from a discharge of the Turkish 
artillery oh the descending squadrons; but they 
had passed within the space which carried tbem 
out of the touch of the balls; and the shock of the 
succeeding contact between man and man was tre- 
mendous* FirjBt^ indeed, the fore ranks of the Ger- 
•mans poured in a fire ^f musquetry along the 
Turkish line, and a heap lay where, before had 
stood the van of the phalanx* The Christians then 
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dmta efb» ihe iecond tfanksv i«Ub in Aairica^ 
foiiM', tpeafs, ««bns) •cnaitaM, dl dasUftg^/M^ 

^Cries' from ab«w, grdaoa from teaeatli, proefattm- 
«d the dread&ilexeieution; and wfaiie astmi^gast 
of wind divided a i^oluain of smoke just beftne lum? 
George, in the giimpse of a moment ere tk&clond 
eoDect^ again, caught a view of a scene iike tiie 
deptks of hell. He shuddered. Where then was 
the bright, the gloriotis eareer of war ?-:— Blood 
washed the sides of the horses ; men were trampled 
underfoot, gashed, and bleeding to death ; «ltar« 
faig curses against those ^ho saw ^em not, or see- 
ing fhem, thought not of them, but trod them down 
If ke the sod, with which the j were so aoon to 
mii^.' 

Attklst another fearful war-cloud to the right, on 
Its teisiporarr dispersion George beheUlftfae Satoe of 
bis brother ttke the son, but for an instant only, 
and lost again ; for a volley from the Turkish nras- 
quetry, pouring towards that quarter, all was d«rk- 
liess again, and he saw it no more. That gkmcc, 
however, rallied his soul from the horror which 1»h] 
seized it on beholding^ even for so fiffaort a vieir, 
the 1{^rrific ^rid hideous Bpectade be knew to be 
theh, not ^^rely under his own feet, but s^^rfead 
over the slippery earth all along the line wherc^vser 
the elatfh of eeti^s was heard. His brother's ooub- 
tenance,at sttch a juRCtttfe, calm, yetfali of a i^^nr- 
rlort enfeigy, seeftied the day-star of victory, Ac 
jod-like pfledge of mercy to the conquered field, 
in t^iaf manner the battle was maintained on either 
sidej for some hours with en apparently equal 4l€^ 
teitsin^tion ; e^ty Opposing division alMg Ae 
-whole line, -ttodng on each other with a-gmp|iie 
4hat deeteried^eath4he only intended means oC«s.» 
|Hi#aftion. ir^as itfd^ed Belltfna >lf^ all her4e«nMni« 

fiiiite^ obiieiVhig tho Gidvaoce of hii^ uaici^body 



cat to pietesi, and figjari^ d^a; tftn.ofn^qf^t 
disorder oiigbtaffeei bis leas diaoi|^liaed fpHowerSi 
prepared to brmg up bis refierve ia. peFSon•^ Ufi 
led the way at the head of a cboson baivd of ca«- 
v&farj, all armed ia steel corsleUi, but covered with 
yestmentsof cloflfh of ^Id, so thickly embroidered 
as to appear of the solid metaL Their spears were 
in their rests; and carrying carabines, they were 
commanded to bear down within seventy paces of 
the Prince of Luneberg's especial squadron, and 
thene fire them in a volley. Duping the manoeuvre, 
their leader had fallen back a little to their right ; 
bttt hnm^iately on the discharge, the intrepid Mus- 
safanan appeared again at their head, mounted on 
a high-mettled Arabian ; and calling to the troop 
to follow, with his lance couched, galloped furious- 
ly towards the Luneburg line. He could not doubt 
its havin|lsuffered by the sudden and terrible 
ToHey; tait the hardy Germans had sustained the 
' fire, as they now dra the fury of the onset, with 
tbeir accustomed steltdiness ; many having two or 
three lances broken against them,. without being 
even shaken in their sth^rups* The flash of their 
sabres through the whelming smoke, was the an- 
swer to . this gallant salute. Another sweep of ca- 
rsdbines, from > a second troop like unto tne first, 
poured into the heart of the German eei:i^e* And 
at this crisis Prince Christian himself turfied the 
scale of the day, advancing twice the length of hia 
kdrse before the firont of his squadrojQ with his pis- 
tol in bis hand, he plunged into the midst of the 
Tilrkish body of heroes. For here, indeed, was 
the flower of the Grand Seignior^s armies; and 
being followed by his own especial trooi> of as de* 
temined spirits, the remainder of bis horse bore 
domn in the same direction. The dtsputiei tbeo 
cMne breast to bj^^asty sum) arm to aim, for mv^ljf 
ihfttf an bottt I pisid^siKtt, and ttaolkmot siMi miii- 
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fled in borrid clangor; falling on heads and 
reasts, like blows on a thousand anvils. All at 
once ceased* — ^Tbe smoke dispersed, and the brare 
Turkish squadron was no more. 

The Vizier lay in a noble tomb, tinder the daunt- 
less heap. Christian looked on it with the regret and 
reverence due to such valiant men ; and in the mo- 
ment of proclaimed victory, on the fall of the Mus- 
sulman leader, be gave a signal for stopping the 
carnage in other parts of the successful field.- 

George, who had been engaged more to the left, 
was giddy w^ith the rapidity and awfulness of these 
events ; but one mementos fear for himself had never 
entered his thoughts ; though a tremor of nerves,. 
or rather an astonishment of faculties so possessed 
him, that what those around him might have called 
presence of mind, he afterwards owned to his bro- 
ther was rather acting as he ought by a Knd of in- 
stinct. He had been in the midst of firing and blows y 
he had felt the flash of the one, and the strokes of the 
other; and he knew not whether either had drawn 
blood of him, till on the trumpet's loudest clangor 
announcing the victory on the one side, and an 
absolute surrender on the other, all hostile sounds 
and motions ceased : the bold blood, self-collected 
in garrison of his young heart, then seemed free to 
find a channel through one or two apertures the 
sword had opened, and he felt the warm stream 
bathing his face and hands; yet, still reckless of 
himself, he looked around for the object dearest to 
him. — The smoke of the passed battle gradually 
rolled away to the east, obscuring the sun, while a 
heavy shower fell from the ciouds, as if thev 
wept the horribledisfiguremeritof humanity which 
now Jay beneath. He cast no glance that way; 
and his good charger, b^ that noble impulse in the 
animal so like human pity, vaulted over the mwor 
gled boffies with an evident care noft to erushtbeaEU 



^Thus speeding, and accompanied bv the veteran 
Munster, he hastened towards his orother ; who 
was then standing, dismounted from his horse, on 
the rise of the hit), in the midst of a group of his 
conquering field officers, and the Mussulman pri- 
soners of name thej were bringing before him. 

The presence of such a circle, something check- 
ed the haste of George ; but Christian, turning his 
head, saw him. When their eyes met, the young 
prince forgot every thing else ; and throwing him* 
self off his horse, hurried towards his brother. 
Tliough George knew himself wounded, he was 
unconscious to the appearance he made. During 
the battle, while preventing the fall of Baron 
Munster, from the shock of a lance which struck 
but did not otherwise hurt him, his helmet had 
been bea4en off by the axe of a janissary, and a 
deep cut cleft in his forehead iust over the left eye. 
The point of a lance had also grazed his right 
shoulder ; and the blood' from both these wounds 
trickting over his face and hands, stained the linen 
collar over his gorget, whQe the hair on his fore- 
head was matted with the same. 

Christian, at sight of his brother thus, stretched 
out his hand ; his heart went with it. 

^ Behold, how beautiful the ^arb of his' first 
field !^ cried the Baron ; ^^ this is the insignia of 
the bravery with which be exposed his own head, 
while that now wounded arm averted the blow 
from me!" 

Christian, then obeyed the impulse of his soul, 
and exclaiming, ^ My brother !^ clasped kkn to hit 
beart before the wbolemup^ George fblt he was 
tiiea publickly acknowTedeed their not new^by 
eompanion in arms;— ^and ne turned round wfth a 
bltiBhing pleasure^ to receive their frank' oMg!Mla<^ 
lations.- 

vei»,> '20* 
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CHAPTER XXIir. 



This, then, was the famous battle of the Teias^ 
which so shortly after the commencement of the 
campaign, certainly brought it to a conclusion ia 
Hungary. A surrender of all the places occupied 
by the Turks in that country, followed in succes* 
sion as the immediate consequence. The news of 
iheVictory was carried on eagle's wings to Matthias f 
who soon after transferred his martial court to 
Presburg, the seat of his Hungarian government; 
and there applied himself to healing the wounds 
insurrection, invasion, and all the various violences 
of a sayage warfare,, had inflicted on that frontier 
country.. But with its regained tranquillity, did not 
end the mischiefs Ferdinand had wrought in re- 
kindling the brand of war. 

Transylvania was yet to be recovered from the 
usurpation of a banditti; who had seized it on the 
first breach between its rightful lord the Emperor^ 
,and the Porte, and put (te Christian inhabitants 
under the severest yoke of Asiatic despotism. — To 
this new atchievement, the Prince of Lunebai^ 
turned his steps ;. ainl while on his way to the banks 
of the Maros, he compeUed all the forts of Turkish ' 
communication between, the Teia# and that river^ 
to acknowledge him their master. 

Manisfeldt, meanwhile, still remained in tfaecanijp 
Matthias had left on. the Di^nube, accomplishing his 
recruits for the new service. Fo^ though he s^ad- 
ly found that his presage was verified, not on^ in 
iLe yizier^^ crescent having paled iu horns befoM, 
the ascendant of his fiuend,<but by the f^U of tlie 
delegated tyrant himself; he yet would ^(4 set 
forth to join Cfaristiav ift: what might bft c^tled 



^ickin^up the dead birds ^fter the covey had dropt ; 
rather indeed waitmg tiH the victorioii^ armjr should 
halt in the frontier pass of Trans jivania. In that 
vast, woody defile they met. And thence they 
marched together, to a species of warfare far more 
intricate, and therefore aangerous, than that which 
the open plains of Hungary had presented. Here 
were long valleys of caverned, rocky precipices ; 
forested mountains, and labyrinths amongst them, 
apparently of so deep a solitude that human foot 
never trod them; yet, on daring to penetrate their 
recesses, or even to pass under the shadow of 
their overhanging thickets, or near to the entrances 
of their gloomy ravines ; the one was found man- 
ned with the fiercest robbers of the waste, nume- 
rous as armies ; and the other, disgorging fire from 
behind every bush, or brake, that afforded 'an am- 
buscade. ^ 

This ferocious order of enemy were mostly outlaws 
from the surrounding countries, or desperate spirits 
in their own j aiding the not less fierce Tartar, and 
other ]^rbaro»3 mintary tribes under subjection to 
the vindictive Sultan ; who, on peace being hastily 
signed between him and the Persian Sophi, sent 
them in haste through Moldavia, to retaliate the 
recent Croatian aggression, wherever, like aveng- 
ing locusts, they could spread themselves over the 
{and% 

George here tearnt the practice of war in alt its 
varieties; Michael Dracula, the vayvode kinsman 
of Mansfeldt, bringing his wild Walachians to hunt 
(h^ savages of the l>ansvlvanian fastnesses from 
their dens and wooded ambushes. Till this was 
atcfaieved, and the ostensible martial power of the 
usurping government brought to depend alone on 
fair oombttt in the regular form of battle, the loss* . 
G8 pf the ChristiaQ army were great, from a- base 
QKme of unceasing destruction ; poisoned arrows. 



as wen as bullets, hovered like an unseen pestif* 
knee over the German ranks, cutting them off in 
everv direction they proceeded. Setting fire t9 
the forests, was one of Dracula's engines of di^ 
lodgement ; and the plan succeeded so well, that 
many thousands of the ruffians who fled from t^ 
conflagration, enlisted under his pay i becamii^;^ 
like the enemy's turned cannon, formidable wea^ 
pons against their former masters. Bloody were 
the escalades, aad hard the contests, by which 
Christian and Mansfeldt meantime employed, them- 
selves in rescuing the towns and villages m their 
march, from the dire oppressions of inndel milita« 
ry sway. But they did effect it ; and while the 
glory of their success reflected itself on the arch- 
duke at Presburg, the lustre it spread through the 
empire at large, only excited the fiercer jealousy of 
Ferdinand against his rival, and the victorious 
agents of his fame. 

Maddened by the fury of his hatred, as well as 
alarmed at the evident demonstrations of triumph 
in the news, which at different times burst like 
sparks from the smothered embers of Rodolph'& 
confidence in all three ; a feeling long before, sup* 
posed to be cold ia its ashes ; Ferdiiitand, with his 
old machinery of false representations^ and fdse 
witn^sing (ever at hand in the most plausible 
shapes, from the perverted communications of 
Bembard de Sax^,) wrought up the unhappy 
monarch to fresh aggre»sbns on the rights and 
territories of the Protestant princes ; in order to 
compel them to withdraw their support from thfr 
archduke, to hold guard over their tmn aflairs at 
home.. Thus was the resdess ambition of die 
$tyrian prince evei- at work, changing its grqmid 
with a seeming caprice, but every mutation w»^ 
IM. dictate of a selnshaess^xhickiaiew oo.4:b9iil^giu 
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' By following these suggestions, Rodolph liot only 
alienated the one half of his empire, but lost the 
respect of the foreign states with which he was in 
alliance. Shut up in his palace, a prey to his fears, 
and sunk in the gloom of a joyless existence, he 
never appeared at the diets; and when in more 
private councils, spoke from the secret whisperings 
of Ferdinand alone ; who, however, for the sake of 
his own popularity, often appeared to oppose in 
public, the violent measures which had orieinated 
with himself. In the same way, it was insidiously 
made manifest, that Rodolph paid no voluntary 
attention to the urgent jconcerns of the empire. 
Neg;lecting to send the necessary pecuniary supplies 
to his generals to pay that part of their droops which 
depended on him, he virtually compelled them 
either to raise resources from their own properties, 
and so impoverish themselves in the public ser- 
vice; or by extortion on others, create a disgust 
to their cause ; or, for want of means, disband the 
major part of their forces at the close of every 
campaign. The natural consequences ensued* 
Loss of time abroad, with provocations and discon- 
tents at home; which the underworking subtiliies 
of Ferdinand contrived to have attributed, some- 
times to the supineness of the Emperor, and at 
others to the mal-practices of Matthias ; till almost 
of necessity, the bulk of the empire, which knew 
no better, looked to him as the only remedy for so 
many evils. 

But the stigma which fell upon the archduke by 
these machinations, could not touch Mansfeldt or 
the prince of Luneburg. With them, facts spoke 
fbr themselves. And that they could carry on the 
-war, and most brilliantly too, in spite of all these 
obstacles, ihcreased their fame, wnile it was used i 
to still more suUv the reputation of tbdr commander/ 
alf I^digue, by the envious iniVals of them all, liha 



in timiihg it, like tht fiktal giftttn N«um8^ fo^poiMft 
ttebceast it was* idtended to adorfu - 

Tklese accounts reMUed flfetthmi; .And4her4M^ 
coisive remonstrances her OMwiif against Am v^ 
neglect just mentioned, Act providiDg htm di^ 
reaonrces in the E^t, meeting even worse than 
oonleoaptf-^bloqQj, and unfounded charges again^lt 
himself; he fek obliged, in some measure^ to take 
the law in his own hands, and place his whole 
dependence, or rather die honour of the ^npire 
then committed to his care, on iifhat might be 
called a soldier^ forttme* Christian and:Mnnsfekit^ 
who saw from afer, in the dark proeeedin|p at 
Phigne, a gathering storm intended ene I(»:)g to 
brew with accumulated lory onrer the prine^NKtities 
in the north, emturaced ationcethe moat cfficacioas 
means of prevenlioB* A steadjj^ maioteiiance of 
the arohdukeV authwtty and rights; and a suffi- 
cient jm^ of theur means tor aphcrld them waA 
their own, if necessary, hy the. liberaditj of tl»ir 
personal sacrifices in die service fd the empire. 
^ h did not require ramch argument to infiise a 
simtlsdrzeal inio att their brethnm* of the swards 
wiro possessed pow«r to foHoir their exunnle* 
MansMdt emptied ther rioh' exchequer beqneained 
to hhn by bis father, into the cofera of Matthias^ 
He abo did not forget td redeem his pledge tn the 
braire forest*master of the Harts f and the retam 
in consequence, was a well appointed troop from the 
barony of Spielbui^, with a good strong box be- 
sides* SpielbergV letterv recognising tbe gatknt 
Mansfeldt in the unknown cavaUer, came warm 
fimn a heart worthy the confidence of heroes; and 
i^en h was answered, both he a»d the Prince of 
Luneburg signed the same promise!'* Sbould hca* 
men pvMper their arms te die end, thej^ deemed 
«Mv beat iKiaew todgm i Bt u> Mdhi, woM h^ M^ 



i4b«B>b't|pemii:i9k^ VMM V^ 'Dbke^Slf^ 
tagftiB tad. «gaiDx«{ritBiiiied his brotbeHattiUik 
tarj d^eM from tbe mJAas id that disisict; aftd 
llMnr'paaBage weotnot tkrottgh Presburg, ImU iin* 
laddibte lotlie treasury ai the neglected troepa. 

> Oeoirns, vhoae well^diBciplkied courage had now 
cA»teuiied him a distbet commeod in his brother's 
^Unritien of the annjr, was no less ambkioss to 
bring in his store to the public weal. 

^ ^.But,'' sstd he with <a smile, ^ having no golden 
e&(»nof 4a compass me other -territory than my pre* 
Mfit iaekland, shall eren make my good horse win 
tne gold of our enemy !" 

Wk^d he had furtbeir explained his plan, Lune« 
borg did not disapprove it ; and soon after, with 
FlBiHce Christian c^ WoHenbuttel, a young kins- 
man of their own who had lately jokied them, (and 
whose impetuous spirit for enterprise had first sug» 
geeted th& mode of collecting ways and means to 
the youlliful leader,) Gteoi^e, with his cousin at his 
side, set forward at the bead of their joint troops, 
la compri the infidels to surrender their ammunition 
fortresses to the necessities' ^f the Christian army* 
Promptitude andi&urprise accomplisked this scheme ; 
and carrying off the collectors of tbe Mussulman 
cdstooM, at the moment of tiieir accumulated bap- 
vest, did not release them without a rich ral^som, in 
addition io the tmbttte tbey had already made 
them pay into the general stock. 

By means like these, the resources of Matthias 
became eishaUBtless as the valour of his soldiers ; 
and43ul^n Achmet in despair, proposed renewingthe 
peaeie on any terms likely to ensure its continuance. 
When Ike arcfaditke received the overture, Bern- 
ilard de Salteebaneed to be with him. This man^ 
Strang blfin^ness in courts, and even disdainful 
carcdlssness in bix^efaliig opinions wounding lo^^ 
imior ff'tfnoiiktm ii> li^botti h% ^ke$ and et 



oo the fikle of MallboA .ana las CMse ; aboul^ ibUs 
period had woo his wajr eotmlj into ibat«*pnnce^ 
cpofidence. Hence, sMietisMas at Presburgv some- 
times passiag from camp to camp^and theace tothe 
archduke again, he was* ooiy too sure a condnaor 
of the .lightniaff prepeived to be laaoched against 
the .august head he profcesed to hooour at tbahs- 
zard of his own. 

With a fiend's whisper, thqa, on the moment of 
the Sultaj\'8 proposals bemg opened, he. cried te 
awaken in Matthias something of that intoxication 
in great success which so o^«n prores its-over* 
throw ; and indeed he so far bewildered the better 
judgment of the ajpch<^ke, while the re<|U]red pre- 
liminaries were under diacussioa m the private 
council, as to make ii .Necessary for Christian of 
Luneburg to remind him, ^ That in avenging the 
wrongs inflicted on us, ive must still be just to our 
injureris,,(and in this case, we must-remember, the 
first aggression came from the Austrian side !) or 
dare the justice of. Heaven's abandoning us to new, 
and severer oppressi(»is !'? 

But however advantageous to the empire, and 
to Christendom in general, might be the deed of 

Sacification, which the archduke sent by thisjvery 
)e Saxe to the Emperor to sign ; (for it included 
the subjf^tion of the usurper in Transylvania, and 
the return of that .country to its allegiance,) it was 
brought, back to Presburg, with a positive refusal to 
give, it ratification ; and remarks besides, accusing 
Matthias of a shameful conspiracy aeainst the in- 
tegrity of the empire, in permitting the Protestant 
Prmces in bis army to .conduct themselves like 
sovereigns, independent of their imperial master; 
and by their influence granting any terms to the 
Turk, when fortune had put it in his power to ex- 
punge the name, from the book of nations. It 



wound up all, by comttandingthe Catholic Princes 
under the archduke's standard, (and there were 
many of the true liberal Christian spirit,) to repair 
immediately to Prague, to give their evidence rela- 
tive to their heretic coadjutors. An carder which, 
by including their followers, amounted to so ^reat 
an abridgment of {the arm^, that, should it be 
obeyed and the peace unsigned, Matthias could 
scarcely escape an attack in his maimed con- 
dition ; and returning all his laurels, with bloody 
interest, to the head of the now crest-fallen Sui 
tan. 

The excess of malignant iealousy which dictated 
these unjust accusations, ana consequent indignities, 
to the lips of Rodolph, by pushing the matter be- 
yond sane belief on one side, and a sense of per- 
sonal security on the other, obstructed its own 
views; leaving indeed, Matthias no alternative, but 
to despise alike the envv of his rival, and the 
weak sovereim who had resigned himself, body 
and soul, to the diciatum of so oase a spirit. Dri- 
ven then, to act for himself, s^nd his country too, he " 
changed the proposed peace into a truce of 'suffi- 
cient extent to manifest his own sincerity to the 
defeated power ; hoping hereafter to have the op- 
portunity afforded him of confirming a more certain 
guarantee. 

It was now distinctly apprehended by the arch* 
duke and his two coadjutors, Laneburg and Mans- 
feldt, that Ferdinand calculated on the present dai- 
ly failing health of Rodolph, for speedily bringing 
all these machinations to his desired consumma- 
tion ; — the transfer of the imperial crown to his un- 
worthy head. And to warn the monarch in any 
way, of the mischiefs this plotting head had wrought, 
bad never been found possible; Ferdinand keeping 
too strict a watch, for any thing denser than a spirit^ 
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to pMd bttweeo him and the presence of his royal 
captive* 

But whatever were the spirit that in those times 
penetrated to the presence of princes, it appeared 
armed with evil to their persons or happineas* 
Just as Matthias had signed his truce with the 
Turk, and was appointing hi^ camp of occu- 
pation on the frontier, (where Maflsfeldt, with young 
Christian of Wolfenbuttei as his partisan, meant to 
hold the remaining confederated troths iir active 
discipline ^ a summons to defend their altars and 
homes, being their most Hkelr next campaign !) an 
express arrived from Duke £^nest, with the appal- 
ling tale of Henry the Fourth^ murder. The cir- 
cumstances were very like the late ahortive at- 
tempt on the Emperor, and the parallel brought 
many distressful recollections to the son of Count 
Huldregan. 

On perusing the dreadful account, in Matthias's 
council-room, the consternation was great, and in 
every protestant breast especiallj^ ; for the deed 
had been committed by a fanatic, and the same 
spirit might point a similar steel at every brave 
bosom connected with their cause. The duke ad-* 
ded some suspicious details, not yet publicly khown, 
to his brother, who loved Henrjr with the intimate 
affection of a friend; and while his heart was 
wrung bfetwcien his personal grief at the loss of such 
a man— such an ally to their cause — and indigna* 
tion against those who had perpetrated so mortal a 
crime in the name of any religion ! — At that junc- 
ture Matthias discovered through his secret agents 
at Prague, that. Ferdinand held a clandestine cor- 
respondence with the Spanish government ; and by 
his suggestions had induced its authorities, whether 
in the reninsula or the Netherlands, to give shelter 
to whatever fugitives might claim an asylum, as 



assassins of ibe reformatioa ! The ruflS^ns of the 
guoponrder plot in England, had found a refuse at 
Brussels; and some who were supposed to know 
more of Ravaillac than they chose to say, sooft 
after the murder of the french monarchy were 
seen first in the private chamber of Ferdinand at 
Prague, and, not long afterwards, paying court to 
PhiUp in his oratory at Madrid* 

The result of the correspondence, however, wafe 
sufficiently whispered amongst the confidents of the 
Styrian prince ; that men and money were to be 
furnishea him from the Escurial at any time, on his 
demand, to over-awe the Protestant supporters of 
Matthias, whenever the imperial throne should be- 
come vacant. 

To contravene the latter part of this project, by 
cutting out employment in another quarter for the 
ambitious and fanatic monarch of Spain, Matthias 
proposed arousing James of England to take side 
agamst him. Philip was noted as the troubler of 
Europe ; James boasted himself as the pacificator 
of the world. But the latter appearing to want the 
most essential qualification for maintaining such a 
character, namely, maintaining the rights of his 
own people inviolate from foreign aggression ! This 
argument Matthias wished to impress upon the 
King ; urging him, though as delicately as might 
be, to follow up his closet speculations on royal 
duties, with royal action. In short, to avenge the 
honour of the British flag, and his own dignity ; 
both having recently been insulted by the capture 
and detention of an English armed brig, which had 
visited the Spanish dominions iii search of the trai- 
tors of the gunpowder treason. 

Christian of Luneburg, on accepting the embas- 
sy to James, avowed his opinion, that its real ob^ 
ject demanded an ingenuous appeal to his majesty's 
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sound judgment, and kingly power to espouse the 
rights of Christendom in general ; rather than made 
it necessary to bend the archduke's usual strain of 
open policy, to any intrigue, under colour of a se- 
condary object. 

One caution, however, not to delude James, but 
to illude Ferdinand, — Matthias persuaded him to 
adopt. — To seek England under the apparent cha- 
racter of a private visitor to its soverergn. A com- 
pliment very credible, since the late I)uchess of 
Celle and Luneburg, Christian^ mother, had been 
a princess of Denmark, and aunt to the fair consort 
of James. Indeed, the princesses of that warlike 
kingdom, like the noble virgins of Sparta, seemed 
formed for the birth of heroes. The young Chris- 
tian of Wolfenbuttel, who had^so signalized himself 
by his headlong valour in the late desperate repri- 
sal war in Transylvania, as to have received from 
his cousin Christian, his own hereditary cognomen 
of Lowenherzy — the lion's heart !— He was the son 
of the elder sister of the British queen. 

But when the Prince of Luneburg came so far 
into the measures of the archduke, as to make this 
relation between the two houses of Brunswick and 
the English monarch, the ostensible occasion of his 
appearance in his realm ; then Matthias renewed 
his persuasions, to open the cbieP argument with 
some of the cuxuitous methods, which even he 
could not forget having learnt from the Jesuits, the 
instructors of his youtn. Christian, however, was 
immovable in his determination to leave James to 
the care of his own honour, with regard to the Spa- 
niard's attach on his flag; his appeal would be 
made to the British King, solely on account of bis 
duty as a Christian monarch at large. 

" This last," said he, " commands. — The other, 
as a covert solicitation for the aid we need, might 
be treated with indignity." 
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ISfott&ias felt, that the mta who uttered this reso- 
lutioo, commanded even him ; ^or h^ spoke, and 
acted in the power of virtae, backed by a courage 
level to every opposition. 

George's ej^es hung on his brother with reve- 
rence. Christian of Wolfenbuttel, whose intrepid 
spirit made him one with the party, also felt the 
^low of a similar sentiment witn his heroic name- 
sake;' and touching the shoulder of his younger 
cousin, said in a lowered voice, " There spoke 
the true monarch !'' 

George's sympathetic look was electric. — ^^ Yes !" 
cried he, in the same tone ; " Who that is worthy 
of manhood, would not feel elevation while obeyr 
ing principles like his !" 

*' And perhaps it suits my proud spirit," rejoin- 
ed the other, ^ to obey principles rather than 

" Nobody doubts . you, Lcwenhtrz /'* replied 
George, with a smile. And on his brother, and 
the archduke, retiring immediately to a table to 
write, he gaily repeated to Mansfeldt the observa- 
tions of Wolfenbuttel and his own, on Christian's 
noble stand for the un vizard front oi their cause, 
and its sovereign efiect on the determination of 
their commander-in-chief. 

Mansfeldt smiled with them, but shook his head. 
"If all men were entirely worthy of themselves," 
returned he, " they would think as you do now, 
and act as Matthias is doing. But there is a stub- 
bom wilfulness in ^the generality of human kind, 
that can see goodness without desiring it ; hear 
right judgment, without attending to it; and reject 
the very principle they approve, because it suits 
not their numour to put it to use. — Am I to tell 
you, my comrades, that man is a world of con- 

VOL. I. 21 * 



246 DUXE CHBISTIAir 

tradktloosf — ^In the best ye love, matter maybe 
found to pity, and to deplore.'' 

" If you find such matter in me, George P' cried 
Wolfenbuttel, ** remember it will not suit my hu- 
mour to be pitied I — If the devil were in my heart 
as big as legion, Pd pluck him put ; sooner than be 
subject to that poor alms, of lovii:^, self-approving 
friendship!'' 

^^ Pride is but one devil driving out another !" 
returned George, laughing, " yet don't spare your 
fangs ! for I might pity, out never continue faith, 
with such as Mansfeldt describes/' 

"Then,"" replied their more veteran friend^ 
'.' were it not for thy brother — who came, I know 
not how, into this disjointed world ! — thou might- 
est go faithless through it !" 

" Nay, Mansfeldt ! I am doubly armed at pre- 
sent! Wolfenbuttel will admit none W these piti- 
ful contradictions, you have noted; and you never 
had any of them !" *aT«i<;r 

"Perhaps not!" returned the^.c^unt; ^but I 
have those you had best not pry^ihtOj lest they 
tread too closely on your own." 

"My own?" 1 

" Yes ! Look to them ! Dost thou think thou 
art perfect ?" And Mansfeldt, laughing, left the 
chamber. 

' The archduke and the prince, at the same mo- 
ment, rose from the table. Christian beckoned 
the two young men, and they followed him out of 
the apartments 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



The family of King James were at Hampton, 
Court, when the courier arrived who brought tid- 
ings >of the landing of Prince Christian of Lune- 
burg, and several noble German lords in his 
train, at Harwich. The pleasure was great as 
the surprise, at this unexpected visit from a kins- 
man so celebrated in arms, and whom none'of the 
royal party had ever seen. 

James himself, indeed, had been some days set 
forth on an incognito journey to Scotland ; having 
promised to be there on a certain day, to preside 
at the nomination of a new order of professors in 
its great university* Therefore, for two reasons 
he would not return on his steps, when the news 
followed him to York. First, he was scrupulous 
in keeping his word. Second, being even more 
than usuKlly full of his own literary consequence, 
he flattered himself that the high reputation he 
heW-abroad, for learning as well as political sa- 
gacity, had brought this illustrious warrior from 
the banks of the Danube to those of the Thames ; 
and supposing the prosecution of the journey he 
was on, would rather increase that reverence, 
than lessen esteem by giving ofience, his majesty 
replied to the queen^s dispatch, with a long letter 
of cordial welcome to the prince ; engaging to set 
forth, to repeat the same in person, the very day 
after the college solemnity. And meanwhile, he . 
committed his noble guest and his brother, (for 
George was in the party,) " to the aflFectionate • 
courtesies of his loving queen !" 

But his royal consort did not require the ex- 
hortation. Anne, still handsome, and always fri- 



Toloas, ezokad over die gargaous pageantries she 
prepared to greet her renowned cousin ; bet add* 
ue to these theatrical fancies, a passion for the 
ecTat of that renown, and a dramatic ambiticw to 
have it at her feet; she anticipated, she said, the 
gallant manners of Henry of Navarre, from one 
who had shared so largely in the lustre of his 
fame ; and she could not, therefore, but expect a 
very scene of ancient chivalry was going to be 
opened at her court. Heroes, with her^ must al- 
ways be devoted to the fair ; but it was not al- 
ways with hei*, to understand what the word im- 
porting hero meant. Her daughter^ the young 
and wautiful Princess Elizabeth, then hardly 
turned of seventeen, had often heard the court ex- 
patiate on such predilections ; but in none of her 
occasional residences there, did she ever see any 
hero, who in her estimation, verified a claim to 
the title. Age had sequestered ks preux dhcoalitrs 
who yet survived the maiden reign; and the 
young spirits who might have emulated their 
double fame, circumstances had never occurred to 
try. But Elizabeth, educated far from the false 
taste of her mother, and being naturally of a high 
mind, took with avidity a corresponding impulse 
from her first instructress, a descendant from the 
admirable race of Percy; then but recently re- 
vived from their often fallen fortunes ; and hence 
despising the vanities of her mother's associates, 
while she loved that mother's self, she turned with 
all the animation of a kindred spirit, to the lofty 
pursuits of her brother Henry. Enjoyine too, 
with a sister's tenderest delight, sometimes the en- 
dearing sportiveness, and at others the pensive ro- 
mance of her younger brother Charles. 

The moment these princes heard of the near ap 
proach of a kinsman, the one had contemplated as 
a bright example shining on him from afar ; and 
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the other had talked of with as little idea of ever 
seeine, as of the apparition of the black prince ! 
they left everjr thing else, and, eager for the meet- 
ing, set forth with an escort of honour, to greet 
him on the road*-*-" I env v prince George his 
banner, under such a brotner," said Henry, as 
he mounted his horse. *' So will not V replied 
Charles, " when I raise mine under your's." 

Their sister's head was in a whirl of vague, yet 
rapturous anticipation, when she gazed after their 
departing footsteps, from the window of her cham- 
ber, which overlooked the path they took. The 
name of Christian ^f Luneburg had long possessed 
an echo in her heart, to which, perhaps, none but 
one so nurtured in a school of noble imaginations 
-would have been sensible. The gi'and-daughter 
of Sir Thomas Percy had taught her to consider 
virtue an invulnerable ground of true nobility. 
While it was maintained, malice might deprive its 
holder of his name, accident of his power, but not 
an assembled world could destroy his claim by 
nature. Books shewed her, in what that virtue 
consisted, both by examples and precept ; and her 
brothers, day after day, had rivalled everv heroic 
name she read of, with some new tale of tne exist- 
ing champion of Christendom. Hence her enthu- 
siastic heart beat and thrilled, as if listening to the 
eulogy of some dear familiar companion, rather 
than of a relation whom she had never seen, when- 
ever the fame of Christian of Luneburg became 
the burthen of a public report, or his praises, the 
tongue of some traveller from his paths. Thus, 
her attention had been gained to him, with other 
influence than " the eye's bright lincture.'^ , 

Unconscious to the beauty in herself, which 
filled all who looked on her with an impassioned 
delight, the contemplation of the excellence she 
emulated as a woman, and to which she would 
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hart SBpired like ber broUieis, had she been of 
their sex, wholly occufHed her ; and as the perfec* 
tioB of the littman soul was the object of her yoolh- 
ful eathusiaMD^ 80 its idea . alone was sufficient to 
animate h«r own with e^ei^ feeling of admiration 
and sympathy. Such was the perfection she had 
heard belonged to Christian of Luneburg, the near 
kinsman of her mother*-— And, when the .homage 
of her father's courtiers would have taught her the 
language of adulation directed to her own charms, 
or the more authorised declarati6ns of the embas- 
sies which came to propitiate her smiles for their 
masters, made her at last aware, of her own con* 
sideration amongst the great and amiable of man- 
kind, still she found jdo wish to possess a thought 
in the breast of any one of them,. until accident 
presented her an image to center all her own. 
. A short time prior to her attaining hi^r seven* 
teenth year, at which period she was to cd^ke her 
formal appearance at court, a jewel-merchant from 
Paris was brought into her presence by the Coun- 
tess of EUesmere, her new governess, to offer a set 
of ornaments for her birthday^s annual tribute to 
her royal mother. On turning over the rich cargo, 
the pnncess^s eye fell on a half-open casket, con- 
taining a collection of portraits arranged in the 
manner of a series of medals. Though totally out 
of the question with regard to her meditated pre- 
sent, she was struck by the beauty of the paint- 
ings, and took them up to examine. — ^The inscrij)- 
tion said, they had been copied from a set of mi- 
niatures in the Queen of Francois possession, en- 
titled the Canq} tfJ^Tavarre. 

^^ These enamels, done by the same artist^'' ob- 
served the merchant, ^^ are considered more valua- 
ble than the originals ; they being on perishable 
ivory^ these on fire-proof metal, worthy Jhe heroes 
they commemorate.'* 



OF xmamxnuh tsi 

Tbe priocess smiled, for she liked the language 
of tbe man; and the first portrait she took into her 
iiand was that of Navarre himself. ReooUecting 
his decent regicide murder, she regarded the pio 
ture with a pitying admiration, due to his valour, 
his generous virtues, and his fate. A tear dropt 
from her eye upon it ; bat there was an expression 
in the features, royal as they were, which too dis- 
tiacflj verified the stories she had been told of the 
frail versatility of his heart, for her to have con- 
ceived a wish of sharing its devotedness. 

^ What, his antagonist of Guise !'' cried the 
countess, taking up a portrait of the great Catholic 
Duke; ^^how came he in the King of Navarre's 
camp P 

" Probably, like other similar worthies, — taken 

{>risoner !'' returned the Hugonot merchant, with a 
ook of honest triumph. Tbe countess put the pic<- 
ture into the hand of her pupil, assuring her it was 
' an excellent likeness, for she had seen the prince 
oflen. 

The brow was lofty; and a smile of enchant- 
ment sat on the beautiful mouth, which arrested 
the admiration of Elizabeth for a moment ; but on 
looking closer, she saw a proud scorn in the bend 
of tbe lips, and a syberite daringness ever allied 
to ruthless selfishness, in the full blue eye, which 
made her turn displeased firom the portrait of this 
her celebrated cousin of France. 

" Your highness is right,'' remarked the count- 
ess ; ^^ he surpassed even the Navarre hero, in the 
number and caprice of his attachments. But not, 
like him, loved with respectful tenderness, while 
tbe passion lasted. Francis De Guise despised 
the women he professed to adore, so proving that 
bis choice ever fell upon the worthless." 

The eagle contour of the Prince De Conde (of 
whose biMd there never lived other than a hero !) 
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was next presented to the Princess of England ; 
but while attentively listening to the deeds of his 
valiant house, from the energetic merchant,' her 
eye was caught by two other portraits, and fixed 
on one, where every god had stemed to set his seal! 
Taking it up, she gazed on it with delighted won- 
der. So exquisitely harmonious was every feature, 
so gracefully noble the form, she might nave sup- 
posed it a mere, though perfect specimen of the 
beau ideai of the artist, had not that undescribable 
something pervaded the whole, which can only be 
imparted by the actual presence of the living soul. 

^^ Who is this P demanded the princess. 

^^ Christian, the renowned Prince of Brunswick 
Luneburg^^' replied the merchant ; ^^ and the next 
is his friend, the famous Ernest of Mansfeldt.^' 

Both were indeed worthy the note of Elizabeth's 
eye ; but as the character of the first had oftenest 
been the theme of her brother's emulation, and of 
her own admiration in consequence, she merely 
looked towards the portrait of the last named. Yet 
she saw enough, to discern the high chivalric son 
of a distinguished race in its aspect and figure. 
Lady EUesmere, however, who dkl not see the 
other in the hand of her charge, took this up, and 
held it before her with such words of encomium' on 
its likeness to a great captain who was the adora- 
tion of her youth, that Elizabeth could not deny it 
more attention ; and then she recognised the same. 
— Its general resemblance to a portrait she had 
seen of Alexander Farnese, the martial Prince of 
Parma. Indeed they might have passed for bro- 
thers in mien, as well as reputation. Intrepid, 
magnanimous, unswerving to their point ; and alike 
untouched in heart or imagination by the power of 
woman, this rare freedom of soul was stampt on 
the open, independent brows of both. And Eliza- 
beth might have conceived an ambition^ like some 



"fair Vt^me of ancient chivalry, to conquer one or 
"Other of these inflexible heroes, had not eveiy ad- 
iniring thought in her young and romantic bosom 
<l>een now concentrated on the still superior physiog- 
nomy of her cousin of Luneburg, She put Count 
Mansfeldt's portrait back into the hand of Lady 
Ellesmere ; and turned again with redoubled inte- 
-rest to'that she hdd in her own. The gracious beam 
of its eye seemed to meet her's at this renewed 
• seeking it ! She smiled with a pleasure, the ab- 
surdity of which made her smile again. Still, 
however, ,her animated fancy continued to peruse 
the face before her. — Here was heroism, here was 
•-sensiMlity ! — and her own sensibility to the great 
'atvd the amiable, took their immediate impression* 
But to that pure taste of her's, in the sources of 
- feer happiness, nature had added the thorn with 
the rose, the imagination of the heart ! — a fatal 
gift; of which she was yet to learn the sad truth 
— that by its delicacies, and answering percep- 
tions, that heart is rendered accessible to its most 
torturing miseries, ' ♦ 

- The portrait Elizabeth gazed at, had been made 
'from one Christian sat for while in France, and 
intended for a nuptial present to his betrothed 
Adelheid. It therefore contained a tender pathos 
in his eyes, and a smile, dangerous to be contem- 
plated by one who might wish them to be directed 
to herself; expressions which, bad she known his 
history, she would have deemed little likely ever 
to emanate from that face again. Ignorant of all 
that related to him, excepting the fame of his vir- 
tues, the treasure of his picture seemed like the 
earnest of every good ; and determined not to part 
with it, — while the countess was busily arranging 
the jewels her young charge had selected for the 

iueen, the princess herself purchased Christian of 
luneburg at a large price. 
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Fropv Ibftt hour, not a Abw iMi8fi«d.wUlMMt.t tkk 
Udd^ft^god of her idolairj ' VeiBg m^psi^ppei hy 
h&r ef&^ and ber iai9giiialioa ; wbile the oc^aHQii- 
9tV tidings which eomiDon report broagbt of *'|ms 
aftcbievemeDte in the £a^ wete secretly faaiied, 
with all the enthusiasm of her own and h/tr eUe^ 
brother^s admiration ef his character. Noee, sav- 
ing that brother, Qver shared a glimpse oi this 
cherished idol, or ojf the thoughts which attendtNl 
it$ and, therefore, none else understood the indil^ 
fereno^ with which she regarded not only the court 

Kieties, boi also the tributes to the reputation of 
r charms, which daily arrived from distant 
lands. — She thought neither of lovers nor xnaF- 
riage. Her heart was bound up in her hrolb^ 
Henry ; and now never separating the sacred c^use 
of Christendom, from its^ champion Lunebuig ;-.nor 
her brother from him ; she foresaw long days of 
continued prosperity to the one, and a path equal 
in honour for the other ; when Henry, grown to a 
more acknowledged manhood, might assert his 
freedom for enterprise ; and seeking the Prince of 
Luneburg in the belligerent countries, there be- 
come his pupil and his ally in the momentous con- 
test. 



CHAPTER XXV. 

From this dream, of visions luminous and blissful 
in their shaping, Elizabeth was aroused by the 
dawn of their promise! Christian of Luneburg was 
on her father^s shores ; in a few days, nay perhans 
hours, he would enter that palace, and she behold 
the glory of Europe !~When the first news of this 



^uilitl^ted amviil wei^ brought into her chamber, 
tli^ picture of the {Hfince was as usual lying on the 
little readh^-table before h^« For frequent coh^ 
tez6pkt3on, made her fancj endow it with a kind 
<tf intelligence ; and familiar sight, to regard it with 
the confidential associations of an intimate compa- 
nionship. 

It stood by her when she read, and seemed to 
look a comnjentary on the finest passages; and 
where the subjects were " the excellent of the 
earth," he appeared the verification of them all. 
To it she often murmured out her vexations, at the 
suitors who beset her steps ; to it, she poured forth 
her delight, in moments of any happy expectation ; 
and what could be more delightful, than to com- 
mune thus with himself of the pleasure all anticipat- 
ed from his real presence J 

The portrait was in her hand, when walking 
alone in the garden <rf the palace, the evening of 
the day after that in which' her brothers had set 
forth to meet the princes, she was suddenly arous- 
ed from these solitary musings by a noise beyond 
the northern wall, as of people rushing to a sight ; 
then a loud huzza, and all the varied tumult of a po- 
pular welcome, rent the air. Elizabeth needed not 
he told the illustrious visitor was arrived. Trembling 
with the same eager haste that hurried the steps of 
hundreds by the irpn posterns of the garden, she 
attempted to reach her own apartments; one of 
which, by overlooking the front court-yard, com- 
manded a view of the grand gate of entrance ; and 
through it the cavalcade must pass. But her im- 
patience defeated itself. She had to stop twice, to 
require firmer footing, before she could reach the 
arcade leading to the stairs of her suit of rooms. 
In ascending them, she heard the clamour in the 
court-yard, the trampling of horses, and the reite- 
rated hu2ssas of the populace. With her own ex* 
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pctations all awake, she darted through the giflerjr 
iBto the front room, and precipitated herself to its 
window. But she saw only the waving hats of the 
frank-hearted people of England ^ always hospitable 
to strangers^and enthusiastieally so,when they came 
in the power of virtue. It is at such a moment the 
value of their own character is distinctly seen ; for it 
does not require that the virtue they recognise^should 
have been particularly exercised for them : its hav- 
ing been manifested any where in the service of 
mankind, is sufficient to call forth their most ani- 
mated expressions of reverence. Thus with the 
generous glow of a universal kindred with all the 
great and good, they greeted the prince of Lune- 
burg 5 and the gallant grace of his no less brave 
brother, who appeared to exult in the tribute, ha v- 
* ing drawn forth a second cheering to himself, they 
had both just passed under the grand arch-way of 
the rojftl quadrangle, as Elizabeth reached the 
%vindow. The acclamations of some of the people 
at sight of her, made her draw backhand soon af- 
ter, the clangor of the trumpets, with the striking 
up of the queen's band, gave notice that her royal 
mother and her ladies were giving him reception 
in the gallery of revels." 

Elizabeth felt herself in too tremulous a joy of 
expectation, to venture joining such a circle alone ; 
and the same trepidation preventing her sending 
for any of her ladies to accompany her, she sat 
down to compose herself from an excess of disor- 
der that made her almost laugh at its folly, while 
it surprised her, and would not be tranquillized. 
In the midst of her blushing and smiling contentions 
with herself. Prince Henry flew into the i-oom. 
" Elizabeth !" cried he, " you, the last to welcome 
the noblest of men, and abfother, worthy of himP 

While he spoke, he seized her hand ; and the 
answering sparkle of her eye shewmg no reluc^ 



^aiice, he hurried her away, talking all the way, 
both of Christian and Prince George. At the door 
\>f the gala apartments she made him stop, to give 
her time to recover from the breathless haste with 
which they had flown along. She then took his 
arm, and though still with a glowing cheek, pro-' 
ceeded with a quieter step into the first chamber* 
It was filled with the royal pages and musicians, 
and through the open doors of the interior, she be- 
held the crowded train of the queen, with the 
plumed and earlanded heads of the ladies, surround- 
ing that of her majesty, then blazing under an 
Asiatic crown of jewels, and in gay conversation 
with the Brunswick princes. 

A voice, full and balmy, like the SToeet south over a 
bank of violets^ answered her. Elizabeth was con- 
scious the Prince of Luneburg then spoke ; and felt, 
as if that sweet breath reached her yery heart. 
Indeed its pulses became so quickened, and her 
senses so giddy, she hardly knew how she moved 
on. But Prince Henry, and his beautiful compa- 
nion, being'observed by some of the lords in wait- 
ing, and the intimation qf her approach given to 
che circle, it opened, and she soon found herself 
close to the foreign partj^ 

Instead of looking upon the original of the long- 
cherished portrait — then in her bosom — with the 
eagerness 'she had anticipated, her eyes fell before 
him; and she was presented to the famous Prince 
of Luneberg, or rather he to her, and his brother 
also ; — she had faltered out some reply to the com- 
pliments of both, and both had paid the customary 
fallantry of betiding their lips to her hand^ without ' 
er either knowing what she said^ or being sensible 
to the touch that sealed theif^ homage. The only 
sign that appeared of her being aware the mutual 
introduction had taken place, was her immediately 
drawing back on the arm of her brother, and with 
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Ihe same downcast looles standing as mue& bebnid 
him as she could* She then more distinctly heard, 
as he talked with him, the scnands of that voice 
which had so struck her before her entFance; and 
with a wondering vexation at the inexpHcabk con- 
fusion in herseff, which had so robbed her of her 
presence of mind, and still hekl her iticapa^ble of 
recovering it, she would have given worlds to have 
been able to vanish out of the apartment* Henry 
felt her tremble on his arm. His own- trmaor, on 
first taking the hand of bis admired kinsBfao, gave 
htm some apprehension of its cause in^ hisr, aad 
whispering a word of encouragement, be then 
made a smiling remark to Christian, on the simi- 
tarity of his sister'is disposition to his own. 

'^Both," said he, "often seett^ coldest where 
most we are warmed ^ for with us, sovne sentiaieots 
awe the spirit." - 

" They would be out of place here ! my braye 
cousin !'' returned the prince, with a gentle pres- 
sure of the fair hand which her brother .had juet 
piut into hi»^' With some exertion of her indeed 
awed spirit, she looked/ up, and met the eyes of 
Christian, but her^s fell again instantly, and her 
brother felt the agitatio^ on bis arm greater than 
before. Christian, who in that glance recognized 
eyes,* and a soft virgin expression, so like those he 
was never to see again, in a momentary pang dropt 
lier hand, and, with his usual abandonment of all 
ffeks to that chain of remembrance, receded a few- 
steps towards the queen. 

Elizabeth read in this a visible confirmation 
of all her apprehensions, on the effect of her 
tfitnt awk%vard and inexplicably confused manner 
of bidding one so distinguished, welcome! — And 
wishing to shrink altogether from his further no- 
tfcey witfi a beating and oppressed heart, contrived 



(0 stdal ber arm from her brother's, and soon after 
glided from the rooift. 

On reaching her apartments, all was vacant 
there ; and thrawing. herself into a chair, with dif- 
ficulty she checked the tears, ready to flow at the 
is8i» of this so ardently expected meeting* She 
had been in th« presence of Christian wiihoul har^ 
ing seen bim^ for her single glance towards him 
was too dizzy to distinguish. She bad indeed 
hBg^ bis voice, and she felt she could never forget 
iu How contd she accoicnC for such emotion ?-^ 
Sfae hnew not, bat she termed it unpardonable fol- 
ly, ^ce even the apology her brother made, on 
observing her embarrassment, had failed to rally 
ber self-possession* % 

In the midst of these self-arraignments, she re- 
ceived a message from the queen, requiring her 
coropany^at the supper-hour in the banquetting 
chamber. Elizabeth hailed the command, as a se- 
cond opportunity offered her of seeing the prince, 
and shewing herself more worthily in his eyes ; 
and rising with recoiiered spirits, she ordered her 
maids to prepare her dress for the entertainment. 
The supper, she knew, was to be considered the 
formal court reception. — ^Consequently her attire 
ought to correspond, and in honour of the guests, 
her attendants covered her with the richest jew- 
ellery. 

Again her most beloved Wother came to seek 
her, and to lead her in* The business of the toi-f 
lette, with one look from the persuasive eyes of the 
pamted shade of Luneburg still in her bosom, and 
her summoned resolution to conduct herselFon this 
second interview with her customary ease, all gave 
an animation to her countenance : which, harmo- 
nizing in splendour with her apparel, drew from 
the hjss: of her fond brother a warm exclamation on 
the pecuiiar beauty of her appearance. 
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' *^ T must have our cousin look- to himself, EU2^' 
beth!'' cried he, '' else, here he will be taken pri- 
soner I" 
^ Not by such a coward as your sister T' was the 
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That as it may !" was the prince's affectionate 
rejoinder, throwing his arm round her slender 
waist, and bearing ner swiftly, though more mode- 
rately than before, towards the scene of festivity. 
• Having entered the room, he led her direct, to 
her usual situation ; a seat to the left of her mo- 
ther's. The interval between, being filled up by 
the queen's knights and ladies; while the same or- 
der of attendants hovered near the princess, in an 
opposite direction* Jn the latter group, were some 
illustrious candidates for her favour, and the am- 
bassadors of others* But disdaining to accept the 
adulation of a heart, whose owner she would re- 
ject ; the former, however distinguished by birth 
^or accomplishments, received the least of her at- 
tention ; while with the latter, whose wooing was 
of deputy, and therefore scatheless to either party, 
she conversed with her usual constitutional ingenu- 
ousnesfi, seeking information respecting the coun- 
tries they had travelled through, or the places 
whence they came. 

The singularity of her manner, a few hours ago, 
had not escaped the vigilance of these two orders 
of persons. By the rest of the court, from their 
having no particular interest in the observation, to 
divert the general curiosity ablorbed in the stran- 
gers, it had passed quite unnoticed. But the con- 
clusions these lovers, and the representatives of the 
absent, drew from a behaviour so strange in a prin- 
cess eminent for an unalterable ease of deportment, 
. were totally the reverse of the fact. The diploma- 
tic agents, translated her reserve of the morning 
into youthful, female timiditie's, against the warlike 
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character of Lunebur^ ; not unlikely in a daughter 
of King James ; but ill corresponding with the bis-. 
ter of Prince Henry. Hence, though they said it, 
it might not be their real opinions. The suitors 
If ho came in charge of their own cause, feared 
that her total silence to one brother, and few 
ivords uttered in an under tone to the younger, 
might presage some intended favour to the latter, 
at the expense of the wishes of them all. 

But when she entered now, arrayed in all the ra- 
diance of her beauty, and moved with her accus- 
tomed animated grace to her place in the banquet- 
ing-hall, the gaze of all these persons followed her, 
■with fresh alarms alloying their admiration. The 
Queen's party were at some distance, with theLu- 
neburg Princes on each side of her. The crowd, 
in consequence, was so g{*ea^ in that direction, it 
quite excluded Christian from the view of Eliza- 
beth ; and as soon as Henry had seated her amone;st 
her own circle, he too followed the temporary pomt 
of novel attraction, and drew towards his new 
friends. 

. Elizabeth did not at first feel. any return of the 
embarrassment, which even the simple conscious- 
ness of being in the same room with the P|;ince of 
lAineburg had before excited in the latent appre- 
hensiveness of her nature. Till circumstances call 
forth the virtues, or the weaknesses of a character, 
how long . may the possessor be ignorant of their 
existence ! Elizabeth now felt this with regard to 
herself; but the trpmor of the morning having pass- 
ed away, and gone, she hoped, like that morning 
mist, to be no more remembered, she discoursed 
with all her former smiling graciousness to every 
one within the circle of her converse. Prince John 
of Saxony, who, under the name of the Count De 
Koningstein, came to woo her in person, stood at a 
little di&Urvcedrioking in every word from her lips j 
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iriid^ tfore than m« otlmr ShistiiMd visitant lo'tiie 
Brkkh Conn, held the same perilous contemf^la* 
tiem 

CbristiaA had brought two of this description 
iB^ his traifi. One, actuated by mere traTellin^ 
curiosity ; and this was Amadeus of Savoy. 
The other, Frederick, the yoong Elector Pala- 
tine; who, under the unpretending name of the 
Baron Rhineberg, frem personal attachment to 
Christian, his future master in war shouM events 
draw the sword ia< G^Jrmany a*gain, had begged 
leave to join him in fhte visit to the brave British 
aation. Neither of these young princes having yet 
aggrandised their reputation in the field, they were 
overlooked by the Queen in the superior blaze of 
their- martial companions ; hence escaping the vor- 
tex'Of her especial command, they foCind themselves 
at full liberty to follow the impulse of their own 
eyes — which naturally led them within the sphere 
the younger beauty. 

On their approach, the Countess of Ellesmere 
perceived the Princess did not recollect having 
seen them before,* though they had both beeh pre- 
sented to her in tne fere part of the evening, as be- 
ing in the suite of the Limeburg princess. Atna^ 
deus, though a fine young man, had nothine verv 
unusual in his person to excite notice ; and his still 
more youthful companion's peculiar graces of coun- 
tenance were to be unfolded by observation only. 

When the countess whispered-Eliz'abeth, in whose 
train they caroe, she greeted them with her usual 
sweet courtesy ; and her before blooming cheek, 
kindled to even a more dangerous power, by a 
blush that lightened there, when the assumed Ba- 
ron of Rhineberg mentioned the name of Christian. 
— He then drew back, to give place to Amadeus, 
who pursued the- conversation in a gallant strain of 
con^ptiment, while his more pensive compeer stood 



Sf^i^M^ sp^l oi^t, on this Jgogli^h iwonckr <^ le- 

ef 1^3, could not but see the effect her charme k^A 
taken thei^9 for he coiouped, and lopked dow»«-<4- 
Pei^haps at that moment she felt the first touch of 
exultation in the knowledge of her beauty; for, 
never till then,bad $he fcMind a wish within her, to be 
considered one way or other by mortal man ; and 
certainly that man now^ was neither him whose 
loc^ declared its potency, nor he whose words 
dwelt on her charms. 

He to whom that innocent desire of pleasing did 
indeed point, by a casual movement of some inter- 
vening persons, caught one glimpse of that exqui- 
site beauty, in all its smiling brigbtness.-r-Hiseyes 
fixed there, for that brief but comprehensive in- 
stant. — The glance of the former part of • the day, 
had given him a pang which yet bled in his bosom* 
This second look would still more rend the wound; 
but he could not deny himself that one banquet, in 
the full ^nd perfect resemblance of her who had 
died for him and his ! — A resemblance, such as he 
had seen her, when his love was the soul of her 
happiness. And, oh, how brightly was it reflected 
upon him ! — ^Christian with these thoughts in his 
breast, gazed for indeed a brief moment upon Eliza- 
beth ; and having once thus indulged the human 
weakness in his heart — alas, gazed the poison of 
memory deep into its core! — he rent away his 
eyes, never again to repeat, in such a sort, so dire 
a violation on his peace : — ^and passing his hand 
. oyer the answering disorder, that might be visible 
in his features, the strong arm of a resolution, which 
a sense of duty made invincible, smoothed the 
whoie once more, both without and within his bo- 
som. 

Elizabeth, meanwhile, totally unconscious that 
any observance fr<»n the royal group, muoh less 
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from Um, had been made on her, std, wHh anafr' 
tentkm gradmliy steaKng awar from the cir^ 
mnound berself*— ^The occasional replies of Luae- 
burg to the Queen, came to her ear; and though 
only caught b^ snatches, in the pauses of the instru- 
mental music It was the fashion at court to have 
playing during conversation, yet they were suffi- 
cient to disturb the smiling politeness with which 
she had been attending to her own train of admi- 
rers ; and at last to hold her eye on the watch, to 
gain one distinct view of him, who, she felt, she had 
not yet seen ; .and who, she now thought, she could 
look on with all the recovered ease due to herself 
as a woman and a princess. 

Amadeus of Savoy was describing with all the 
animation of an incipient passion^ the gaieties of his 
father's court, so well calculated, according to his 
estimation, to excite a young beauty's wish to share 
them, when the clarionets announcing the banquet 
sounded. — The^ Queen's circle instantly divided, to 

five her majesty f^ay. At that moment Elizabeth 
istinctly beheld the prince of Luneburg; and the 
dignity of his whole appearance more than equalled 
the image in her mind. She did not at first see his 
entire face, for his head was bent towards the 
Queen ; but in another instant he raised himself to 
lead her forth ; and the corresponding bustle round 
the Princess, to obey the same movement, made 
him unconsciously look that way. Then, Elizabeth 
saw the living original of her bosom treasure. 
Every godlike feature was there; but the hero 
alone shone through them ; the lover, no more. — 
Calm, benign, those effulgent eyes met her's ; and 
^bowing with respectful grace to the Princess of 
England — for such reverence only, appeared in the 
indeed deeper homage of his consecrated heart — 
he turned almost instantly away, to pursue, without 
apparently the breach of a thought, his discourse 



^tli^Ker iMtiMr« . B«| te^tMeainMeof Hlie ten- 
dar expressions se domiaant in his portniit, . JiSiMh 
l>etli w«8 not imtDediateljr semiUe ; so mock was 
her admiration excited bj the superior ndbleoess 
of the living c<Hlntenance ; and all again in disorder, 
thoQgh^nofvr with pleasm^Ue feelings, she gave her 
hand to the Lord-keeper WiUiams, and wa& con- 
ducted to the tables 

• Seated at a short distence from her mother, and 
atoiost opposite to the prince of Lun^urg, she had 
full leisure to bear and to see him ; and she being 
too near bira, to allow of his seeking refuse from 
hia present aroused recollections, in a total avoid- 
ance of the attention due to the daughter of his 
royal cousin, he heard her, even in spite of himself, 
answer those around her, and venture a Feo^rk 
sow and then to her brother, on subjects of gene- 
mi discussien^-^On theQaeen's lamenting the fate 
of the noble Henrj of Navarre, his ][oun^ name* 
sake of Enjgland expressed surprise, with his admi- 
ration, how the son of so dissolute a prince as An- 
* thony of Bourbon could have possessed so many 
slj^al virtues. — ^^ His mother was Jeanne d' Al- 
bert,'' observed Elizabeth, with something of her 
usual vivacity; ^^and was not their cradle her 
breast r 

The truth of the reply, but more the correspond- 
ing nature which had conceived it, struck Christian 
with an emotion of pleasure, that shewed itself in a 
smile, as he turned his eyes towards her. That 
smile was the morning sun, to the spontaneous sen- 
timent with which she regarded the virtues now be- 
fore herself; filling her bosom indeed, with warmth 
and happiness. — Christian saw, and felt, the lumi- 
nous glow that shot over her blooming counte- 
nance ; and though far frcnn guessing it was kindled 
by his own, he withdrew his eyes, and said within 
vot. I. 23 
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Bm lo;l>er«eatid mmt ker $ toreattmue iialeiiflig 
ta kor iBgemKMM Toioc^ mdlsf occasiDnal^EepliBft dtbi 
obicnratiMis; lo 4vto actadmtolij cateh the ^Mt 
Warn of her owa saUe^ aasfae tumed^m kiDocent 
andpcarfect CBJojnent towards btna^ it was knpoB* 
sible to witness all this, subdued tfs faacwas bjithe 
devest aaaMsiatioaa^ s«d not saetifiee aiew lao- 
flKflits of his ftuwfl j^aca^ta their ohenshed>tboi^ 
shroodod maaioriesfc 

Thus, thea^ aanittiiig that the too akwaasoRB 
Mailcs Ire permitted tcpin to p)a(^ upon hisi lips, 
and the teadarneas o£ leaks^ wlmh>sa» otdy brr 
he must ever bvei, in/tbe' levelar aembkioca' before 
hiAf unwilti^f^ that they would be: murked) imich 
less heivafteriteicflihemdv Irjrth^ie! present happy 
object, to her bane; he patted the. inaaanDder of 
the evenins* in an indalgence of leaid^wringing 
dal^(fat; whicb^ on hisi ]^kiwi be. fidt be must 
oevor tenqrt agam ! 



CHAPTER XXVt 

Whbn Eiiaabetb vetured for the nigMt she fek 
like one in ElysiuRi. All hermoal romantic im- 

aination had ever fancied of the gre^t and amia- 
3y she now found realized in tlie ; mataners sad 
discourse ;of the Prince^ JBut no pedantry^ no as- 
sumption, were there* .His conversarion was hke 
an abundant coui^try^piMiring forth its ti-easnres 
fipontaneoosly ; and the v^tue of the aoSl giving its 
odour to eTorj thing, none doiild rise from its en- 
joyment, without feeling^ they either had,.orooght 



n^atui^llj^ fejil in. witb ^siibji^tB fiu^^wted ito Mm bf 
all afptttH]^ tnd ^iIims disMunadaii toMt.ao ivama^ 
bU to t}ie«elQT«tioii into whash bis Mwn strata itf 
tliqfight trwMipan^ twry tkMtoe, Elisabetli bww 
QBibK^ wof^a iiiHb(a diouMiMid a|it sniiUtBdeQ ; aad 
di^aiWiEi fiHKaa.psge^slie Mi could neircvaaw he 
looked Hpoa^ wilboiit reflec^g dbe AoiiLof Lme*- 
'bu^gr^'^ Hef^r Umv?' aaid the, tmiling to dicEself :t^ 



• debate of common*wealth affairs. 



And you would say — It bath been all m all his study ! 
I40t hif^disfoinrw of ifaiv ^i>^7^v *Mlheai 
A fearful battle lendprcd you in music ! . 
Turn him to any cause of policy, 
. : tjam goitHan knot of It he ^itualoeie 

■ FamUiax as his gai!t«f :r*-fliat when h^^fl|M«]sf| 

■ The air, a charter'd libertine, is still ; 

And the mute- wonder hirketh in men's ears, 
X Ta Ati9«^ jbm siftet Agui sJbpncgr'd. wirtnctt'1" 

And that they were not "sweet, and tbeorique 
only," gave them their power with her who beai'd 
their music. Neither time, nor circumstances, were 
now retjuired, to prove th^ sentiments he uttered. 
His actions bad been bis jfore-runners* And Eli- 
zabeth was soon to be m^de conscious, that she 
had adpred his character, even before she saw 
himself. When she laid her sleepless head tbdt 
Bight upon her pillow, she felt herself too happy 
to know why ; but she was blessed : — and the 
prayer she breathed to Heaven, for the protection 
of Christianas life and fame, might have told her, 
that she had then seen the master of her fate* 

The following day was devoted to the customary 
routine of her studies j for the Qu|5^n still ^ected 
to regard her as little more than ^ child, although 
jher court-presfsntatioph^some ti^ie been made; 
j5^nd Elizabeth, though deprived of hex ifo'st.icistrw- 
tress, never considered herself more |;i;atei]alfy 
employed than when attending to the preceptft ^ 
her successors*. 
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The ro^al hostess, meanwhile, took her guests 
an incognito tonr through LondoH. But with her^ 
they might see honsesi and streeits, arid churches^ 
but they could not see London; To see London, 
they must walk abroad — and be unknown. Thejr 
roust penetrate into places, from the palace to the 
tradesman's booth. They must visit the public 
structures, the public establishments i and converse 
with persons of all ranks, without* th^ir own being 
recognized. — To do all this, or attempt it in part, 
George was resolved, before he quitted England ; 
and Prince Henry thought he couM sufficiently 
disguise himself, to partake the adventure without 
discovery* However, what they did see of the 
great city, afiected Christian with reverence of a 
people whose least grandeur was in their buildings ; 
and whose open sybvrbs, declared a country at 
peace with itself. In fact, no embattled wall pre- 
sented itself any where. The ramparts of England, 
were in the arms alone of her brave citizens ; and 
the single heart of a united nation guiding the 
stroke, whenever called for, he was yet to land in 
England, who could have withstood its power. * 

" Brother !" said George, in a lowered voice j 
'' would, that our blood could buy this for Ger- 
many!" 

'^ Were Germany an island," replied he, " it 
might be so. — What a moat is the ocean! — And 
to be lord of this castle in the midst of it! — 
Prince," added he, turning to Henry, who w^ 
att^.ndin^ with a proud satisfaction to what was 
said, ^' this is a station that might be the strons* 
hold of Europe. Commanding the ocean, it could 
command justice in all the world !" 

"At least it may dictate to its sovereigns !** 
answered Henrys " and if I live, I will try your 
experiment." 



Ffsjoiaed Cbtiitfaiii, wktt it j^Vtlfr flidlMUMtv, ^or 
tte iood that balwaHtS) worid jp«e<iil, andr d▼e^ 

** Ktour, i^fH3ef--I cle not uftdentmd ycm !" 
^2 Bvean, there neter was a bigli^achin^ atnbi- 
tioo yel, in prince or^ people, tramplijig oh justice, 
that did net crverieap itself :•*-H(leitlle^ armies, poli- 
cies, onihitudes^ ttor individual bravery, in such an 
bour, can check its fall !*^RecoUectjour historians, 
si&d you will find it so»^ They were then in St. 
J4MatB*9, and be turned to the Queen, who called 
^ torn to a windo^ to observe the towers of West- 
minster Abbey lit by tbe evening sun. 

" Notch your sword, to remember^ that remem- 
ber P whispered George, touching the right hand 
of the prince, as it rested aci:identally on the hilt 
^ his sword) while he stored looking after Chris- 
tfen with a ftted and musing attention. 

" It is notched on my heart, George P answered 
be, with a sigh; ^i would, that man were my 
bmherP 

Henry did not think of his sii^terv wh^ he made 
the aspiration. It Was the sigh of vhrtue, longing 
to live and act by such an example. 

But duribg all this while,^Bli0abeth, entranced 
ru her visions of the preoeding evening, found that 
bright eieeuBplar^s image present With her. Wfae- 
tiler she read, or drew, or touched the various in- 
atriiments her infttructors put into her hands, her 
niind saw^ beard, oxAy ttie Prince ofLun^fbur^. 
AYid though the Qwen kept her oompany out until 
an hour of late repast, to be folbwed by a-ball at 
nighty etiit her daughter contimied to wateb tHe lin- 
gering minutes with less impatienee, when fafrciM 
£opes of the varied pleasures their- wearing 
away oiigbt bring to her at last, filed die tedious 
IntervaU 
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As'tbe sun set, the caraltade reiomed. Tlie 
bustle of its ^rival resounded through the palace. 
And in an hour afterwards, the first clarionets 
sounding, the Princess entered the room where the 
party had just re-assembled* As siome pure spirit 
would have approached the gate of Paradbe, she 
moved towards the spot that contained the object 
of her thoughts. But the very sensibility which 
conducted her, still gave a tremor to iier steps, and 
covered her with the blushes of maidenly delicacy, 
which wished, yet}hesitated, to go forward* Prince 
Henry descried her, (for a certain apprehensive^ 
ness, made her decline the leading of any of her 
train ;) and exulting in the gentle ^aces of his 
sister's mind — ^so noble, yet so feminine ! — Even 
more matchless, to his mind, than her unequalled 
person ! — As he stepped from the circle, to bring 
ner intc^^t, he thought she might then have been the 
Iov<^iest model for some pictured representation of 
virgin modesty. 

He led her near the Queen, and still with down- 
cast eyes, she did not perceive the reserved man- 
ner of the Prince of Luneburg, whfle his ever 
gracious voice addressed her with the usual salu- 
tation. 

Trembling at heart, yet smiling with the sweet- 
ness of her new emotions, she accompanied the 
train again into the banquet halU A double set of 
musicians were arranged in the gallery, which ex- 
tended over the great doors of entrance ; and the 
iriumphs of Charlemagne and his paladins were sung 
from the orchestra, as the party entered* The va- 
rious colours of Europe hung from the high em- 
bossed roof, already studded with the armorial en- 
signs of England ; while tte banners of all the 
noble knights of everv country, who wore a Irtish 
ordpr, waved beneath the vaster standal^ds; wliich 
stretched their warlike lances from side tosidte. 



towards the table of the banquet, now served with 
even greater splendour than on the night before. 
Pages, in suits of cloth of gold, attended each 
coronetted chair; and the waxen-lighted lustres 
from under the canopy, were reflected with an in- 
sufferable radiance from many a fair and jewelled 
head, and brighter eyes, that sparkled round the 
boarrd. 

£lizabeth was seated there in her former situa- 
tion ; and while its unavoidable courtesies called 
forth the attentions of Christian to her, she more 
than once ventured to raise her eyes to his face, 
but to her astonishment, every expression to her, 
of the evening before, were banished thence. His 
serene and kindly brow, indeed, seemed to shine 
on all alike. Yet if to any one he appeared 
indifferent than to the rest, she at last was m^^ to 
feel it was to her. For, so far from bis o^^ ever 
meeting her's, they evidently IpokedUP^t her^ 
when any thing obliged him to addres/"^^. Ah<I 
to her occasional observations to oth/s, which the 
night before he had almost as frequ/tly answered, 
as to those directed to himself, y now appeared 
not to hear, or hearing, not tof notice. If this 
changed demeanour had not sow^ cause she could 
not define, she felt its inconrfst^icy must either be 
caprice or insult; the latter was impossible— yet 
she was to prove by experience, that only a heart 
more attached to real or fancied merit, than affect- 
ed for itself; in short, more generous than proud 
—could have found an excuse for its inflictor ! And 
was this the Prince of Luneburg?— And to her? 

Her brothers, with the attendant German princes, 
and George, the brother of Christian ! sat near her, 
biit no other than Christian's self could now en- 
gage her thoughts. First to her surprise, and then 
to her distress, she had marked bis withdrawn at- 
tention, and met the reserved looks that withered 
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b&r. TOitbe briltiaot cbmiJiiMfiUctf Savoy^trluo 
cbo^e to tean behmd lier ciiair, sbe no kvigcr iis- 
tened. To the incideiital oonversation of Soxxnqr 
and PrtBce Geoi^, nhe made brief nplies, mad at 
last va^ue ones. To tka low Bigbsef Ecedcrick of 
tbe Rhine, she uncooscionsly gave echo for echo, 
while all her thoughts were occupied io poUkig 
questions to herself. 

^*How h^d she olB^ded tbe object of those 
thoughts ? — ^What had she hastily uttered, discordant 
with his noble nature ?*^or did he really consider 
her with no more interest,.than she saw him shew to 
the most ordinary of her mother's ladies^— nay, 
with less ? — And could it have been the same last 
Nmght?r— Then how had she deceived herself/^ She 
Kh^w not what to think, what to conjecture ; but 
nov believing herself nothing in the estimatioD of 
the ouy IQ3JI whom^ her heart mi^t have whisper- 
ed, she -ould ever wish to please, a cold damp 
^^^^^on >very before ^glowing nerve ; her sptrits 
sunk, her trmntenance with them ; and ere the 
Queen rose fh^ table, there was not one of the ad- 
miring strangers round her late animated daugh- 
ter, who did nd wondor at so extraordinary a 
change. She t^ to the banquet like a breathing; 
Psyche, all smiles gind ethereal beauty; shemored 
from It, pale and pensive, apparently uoconscicms 
to the presence of any oae# 

The ball-room opened from the hall, bong with 
tbe most costly tapestrws, and blazing with lanups to 
outshme the day. A golden eagle, burnt in aradi- 
ant sun,. just over the porch of entrance. It had 
been a recent pres^it from Ae Sophi of Persia to 
King James ; and its portraiture was wro^hl in 
tapestry beneath it* Bowers of natural roaea^ 
mingled with silvered draperies, canopiedtlie seats 
designed for the Queen, and hgine^swia) party ; 
and the whole floor, painted to xeaenble a -oewv 



enamelled mead, sparkled with dew, shed from 
vases of perfumed essence. All smiled, — were 
pleased, but Elizabeth. To her the whole was a mi- 
rage; and blanched pale as the faded rose of 
York, she took her melancholy seat under as ga- 
rish a shade of Lancastrians as ever flushed their 
triumph in the well known Temple garden. 

Her brothers, being engaged with the fair part- 
ners they led into the ball-room, did not observe 
the alteration in her appearance. And George, 
having sat on the same side with her at table, had 
noticed it as little. Therefore, seeing her af a dis- 
tance in her appointed bower, with alacrity he 
brought to her feet the sanction of her brother 
Henry to his petition, that she would honour him 
with her hand in the dance. 

It being the etiquette she must not refuse while 
the Queen stood up, who it was expected would be 
led out hy the hero of the fete, Elizabeth had just 
gently smiled her assent to the brother of Christian, 
when Christian himself approached. — Her chilled 
pulses began to beat anew while he spoke, and his 
first words escaped her ; but ere he finished, she 
comprehended enough, to understand it was an 
apology to her, for a command he bore from the 
Queen to his brother. Christian himself, having 
long resigned this amusement of gayest youth, her 
Majesty wished to transfer the distinction of her 
hand, to one at least who bore the name of Bruns- 
wick. Whatever were the terms in which the elder 
prince couched the message, they ^ might or they 
might not be ofiensive, ElizabetK hardly knew 
them ; but he had a retreating manner while he 
spoke, that went to her heart. She drew her arm 
from his brother^ with a smile indeed, but a sensa- 
tion in her throat that almost choaked her, and 
bowing coldin^ to Christian, turned with dignity to- 
wards the chair she bad quitted. 



The Princes d Suou, Sayoj^an^ tfa^ jUijae, 
were ready to solicit itbe noabnr Ske wovM gtadlj 
have withheld. But how she danced^ or wh^t wajs 
said or done "by any who filled the giddy maze, 
she hardly knev^. If she did, indeedi atteod to 
any at all, it was occasionally to the low dulcet 
voice of the young Rhineberg^ who, having few 
subjects likely to be in common with l^fsr, qrat 
least being too timid to try thenv, and not daring 
to breathe a •thought of the subduing admiration 
that was absorbing all bis senses, nat*^rally «poke 
of th6i»Prince of Luneburg, the object of his rev- 
erence, and her near kinsman. When that name 
was uttered, Elizabeth listened, and w^h an in- 
terest of pain and pleasure, which flucti^ated pn 
her countenance, and often cast her conscious tyes 
to the ground* Frederick gazed on her with.guQw- 
ing passion, though he did not then dare to con- 
fess to himself any conceived hope,, from a dis- 
tinction which all others in her little circle saw and 
envied. Beyond it, the gay revellers were too 
entirely engaged in the festivity, to think of any 
but themselves. 

Indeed so general was the gay intoxicaticm of 
the scene, so enchanted the Queen with the play- 
ful gallantry of her young cousin and partner; 
who, privileged by her liveliness^ gave the reins to 
his merriment; that before the evenii^ closed, 
Anne and her ball-room appeared more like a mid- 
summer-night revel on a village green, than a court 
fala, giv(Hi by a royal matron to two hm'oe&of the 
oly Protestant league. 

Christian^ finding that kis warning signals- to his 
brotlier^ to check tb^ wild exuberance of hjys spi' 
rits^ were eith<»*^not obs^¥ed,;Q^ not sMffipieAliy dp* 
prehended, retired )to. a dintant pe^r^ of the rcKHHv 
whore he soon fell iniO'^beoiHi^e wij^hithe S^iKUisit 
Embassador. Thmi, (a ttum, j^ :»efeno rbtctifie 
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lost to Mtxki for Count HoYive Was that ambassa^ 
dmv itisl tbe LuMbnrg Prhiee, ever awake tof 
tire erraifd that brought mto. into this Caljpso gar-" 
den, spent the present gay hours, in possessing the 
mind of that patriotic mmisterof the young CKis* 
taitus, with the true interests of his maimer ; and 
so, even in a ball-room, laid thie' train that hereaf- 
ter was to live- liberty to Europe. 

MeM^li»te the' sn&ilit^ hostess, rejoicing tike a 
Maynday nymph amidst her garlanded host, as to- 
jMy'hrgoi the aueUst Prinze himself, in the spor- 
tive derrotednesSHdl ey«s^ speech and attentions to 
her ariohe, of his brother; who might often have 
deemcfd h» own gafoty inape^rtinrence, had not some- 
thing more* of coquetish vanity laughed in her 
stnil^; than quite became dtheiC her years or sta-» 
tion. Yet so fair a grourid were the real graces of 
he? pc^on, for the homage she sbught, none could 
have counted her age by their decline. Indeed, 
it iflteht have been said, that the presence of her 
cfail(&^ was the only visible chronicle of her hav- 
ing passed the spring of her own time. She dan- 
CM'wilh her youwg parfner the whole night. 

Elisabeth mecihanically followed her mother^s 
st!ep8 i^cc^sively with the several foreign princes, 
who^ in spite of her evident absence of mind to 
all bot one, and tb him she only attended occasion- 
ally, continued to press around her. By a resistless 
fascination, her eyes wandered after the only ob- 
ject visible to her thoughts; resistless, indeed,. it 
might be called, for eve^ry renewed contemplation 
brotigbl her cadsd to resolve not to look a^am, and 
yet «he tiarn^d to meet the same mortificatioa. 
Whether he sat in deep discourse with the elders 
of tli# scene, or walked up and down with the 
more animated groups between the dances, all 
miE»re as^n'edly tokl her she remained unnoticed. 
Wliat^ then, was aU'the adulation that surrounded 
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)ier t A mockery to her soul ; and^ lirith a fiprlog 
of something like an emotion of pte&sure, she start- 
ed from her seat in the midst of its incense, wJien 
she saw the Queen again honour Christian with her 
band, to lead her fro«i the revels of the night. 

Dejected, and stung with disappointment, ESKsa- 
beth hastened to her own apartments. The casket 
for the cherished picture stood on her table. She 
unclasped the too faithful copjr from its place in 
her bosom, and threw it into its colder lodging, 
feeling a pang against it, as if its deceptive smiles 
had betrayed her to the sort <^ misery she now en- 
dured for the first time in her life ; and for the first 
time since she possessed that fatal treasure, did she 
retire to bed without having looked on it* She 
sighed heavily, while sinking her aching head on 
her pillow. How difierent was the mood in which 
she bad pressed it the night before ! Sh^ then lay 
as in the blissful visions of Heaven. Now, ail was 
dark hopelessness. Then she did not sleep from 
happiness, now she could not close her eyes for 
wretchedness. That the superstitions of the age, 
which traversed the faith even of the wisest men 
4n those times, should affect the mind of a simple 
maiden, ought, not to be a matter of surprise to 
judgments of more generally enlightened periods. 
And under such impressions, the young Princess of 
England almost believed herself within the spell of 
witchcraft. 

" What else," cried she, " can thus have possess- 
ed me for a stranger ? To make me fee) the sinile 
of any man necessary to my p^ace ?" The smiles 
of the evening before, with all their varied expres- 
sions, but then always turned on her, now flitted 
through her heart; and the contrast, to the recent 
reverse, while it pained, likewise gave her a touch 
of pleasure, that there had been any room to com- 
pare a past enjoyment, with the mortifying present. 



^ipoc,^' 9he added, ^^ is he not mj kinsoaia^ ?«— And 
jtet, had I oot lon^ hQQwn him by his virtnes, even 
tbflit claim, with bis own bright self, could not have 
taken eiiich iramediate dominion over me! No, 
Elieabeth, hia fame was the sorcery which surpris- 
ed thee from ^hvself. But never, by showing an 
esteem unvalued bv its object, shalt thou deserve 
to be despised by him or any man 1" 

She turned on her pillow, and at last slept. 



CHAPTER XXVII. 

Even after the due period for his expected re- 
turn, King Jame^ continued in Scotland. Though 
every day brought letters to the Brunswick Prin- 
ces, lamenting a course of delays — which, it was 
easy to perceive, were rather created to give oc- 
casion for so many erudite epistles of apology, than 
really insurmountable obstacles in themselves. 

In fact, this learned monarch wished to impress 
the grandsons of Ernest the Confessor, with a strik- , 
ing proof of his own peculiar consequence in the 
polemical chair ; therefore from day to day pro- 
mised his arrival, which he always contrivea to 
impede by some peremptory' conclave, synod, or 
disputation. But a letter at last from Christian, 
announced to his Majesty, an apprehension, that jL 
the royal return were much longer postponed, fie 
must be permitted to take his leave of England, 
vrithout having had the honour of paying hk per- 
sonal respects to its sovereign. This hint bad the 
desired effect ; and tidings of James having set forth| 
were the reply^ 
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Daring this correspondence, and the time which 
still intervened between the arrival of the messen* 
ger and the re-appearance of the monarch, hb 
royal consort did not relax her exertions to amuse 
his guests ; — and the nobility of a country, whose 
sons, from the highest to the lowest, greet all wcnr- 
thies visiting her bcH*ders, as if natives to her soil, 
were not less eager to second her Majesty in every 
scheme of entertainment* But, independent of all 
this, England contained too many objects of inte- 
rest to the descendants of her most ancient sove- 
reigns, for the Brunswick brothers to feel far from 
home, whether in the palaces of her kings, or on 
the fields of her people. Alfred confirmed their 
rights by law, from the one ; and a brave baron- 
age, witn the free Anglo-Saxon blood in their veins, 
brought that sacred character forth on the other, 
to measure the sceptre of a Norman succession. 

" What those right worthy peers then did on this 

1)lain," replied Prince George to the heir of Eng- 
and, while reigning up their horses on Runnimede, 
*^ive modern Saxons are now marshalling, to emu- 
late on the— field of Germany. But whether our 
success there, peer with that of our ancient brethren 
here, events only can prove. Yet the people for 
whom we bare our breasts in defence of their rights, 
— the commission of our births is no sinecure, Hen- 
ry ! — will give us some guerdon.— If we brilig them 
peace, they will crown us with the laurel !— If we 
fall, and send it to them, why then, like the robin 
red-breasts of my own Hartz, they must cover us 
illjjh its leaves !'' 

^^ With the leaves of an honest fame, in the page 
of history ; like that of our heroes here !" return- 
ed the prince ; " so -heaven ; speed you ! — as I 
trust it will me, when I hold, the power with the 
purpose, to maintain the unalienaole liberties of 
those barons, and my own !" . 



« You are right to put in that clause !" observed 
i^riDce Charles, with a smile. " There is some- 
thing so heady i^ the word liberties^ — that having 
once drank of it, every man must be on his guard 
to keep his own share, from the clutch of his tipsy 
neighbour." 

" Agreed !" replied Henry—" Hence, as prince and 
people drew their lots at birth, without any previous 
will of their own, for supremacy or subjection ; and 
as relative duties are laid upon both orders,, by the 
Ood who made them men, and His servants, — whe- 
ther in one rank or the other; — it is as much a 
princess duty to maintain his own station as head 
of the commonwealth, as it is that of the people to 
preserve their freedom of action, a« equally useful 
fliembers of the body politic. Without this mutual 
understiandmg, (for a king and people, are like 
man and wife !) the jealousies for power that exist 
between both parties, often bring about the ruin of 
one or (Aher, and sometimes of both. For my part, 
I would not be a despot if I could ; a king of slaves 
being a mere puppet-master, and I should disdain 
moving their wires." 

" Why Henry !" exclaimed his young brother, 
laughing heartily — " where learnt you this homi- 
ly?" 

*'• From the notch on my sword! — ^Greorge!" was 
the refSly ; but it was made to the German prince. 
And George, smiling in return, pointed to the sheep 
browsing on the greensward of the hills that sur- 
rounded Runnimede, and the kine feeding on its 
pasture. — " Rather, say," cried he, " these taught 
you!" 

In similar excursions to this, either accompany- 
ing them in her chariot, or on horseback, the Queen 
pursued her prioress with her guests. Court eti- 
quette would not allow her, during James's absence, 
to shew entertainment to th^n by any stationary 
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rcsidaice io the capital ; but tke counfry was est-- 
tirelj at her command ; and the h'ule journeya^sVie 
look them, like this, often broogh| import to their 
miods she wotted not of. To them, the hills of 
Winchester, told of Coeur-de-Lion ; and the val- 
leys of Canterbury, of the Black Prince. She 
thought only of revelry, therefore preferred her 
expeditions to be nearer home. Then, her jocand 
train sometimes gathered nuts among the sylvan 
glades of Elsher, and feasted en the grass ; or lost 
tiiemselves, chasing the deer, amidst the mazy 
thickets of Bushy Park ; or wandered away, with 
Qiuen Mab and Heme the hunter^ through theyoiiy- 
land of Windsor Forest. But in all, the royal 
hostess took the lead<» whether as wood-nymph,- 
huntress, or water sprite. In short, masques, mu- 
sic, dancing, jousts and archery, sailing and rowing 
on the water, varied the perpetual drama. 

While Christian, in like manner with his broth- 
er, and accompanied hy him and theif young 
Germans, visited the scenes association peopled 
jwith the mighty dead ; or, while riding or walkings 
conversed with the bold yeomanry of the land ^ 
then he found himself truly in England. — ^Tfaen 
his companions felt its native atmosphere r keen 
and rough at times, but pure from the open culti- 
vated fields of manly independence. To breathe 
it was wholesome. Indeed their conductor scarce- 
ly regretted the delays which afforded him the 
opportunity of thus reading a people of his own 
ancestors, in all their de^es, from the cottage to 
the throne. But it must be acknowledged, that 
with regard to his royal kinswoman's share in his 
entertainment, he rather endured the excess of her 
festivities than relished them ; finding them, in fact, 
less a pastime than a waste of time. And such 
**soft dalliance with the hours,'* he had come to 
more gravely employ, far from proving a jpelaz^ 



lion to the meditatiotts in his mind, put them to a 
severer trial. Tbey called upon him to treat with 
a reserve, wounding to hirtisfelf, a fair creature tb 
whom he felt drawn by a too persuasive interest^ 
and who, he could not but at last perceive, had 
singled htm out with an attention, sought in vairi 
by her proudest suitors. 

Though generally silent to him, he observed she 
usually stopped in her conversation with others, 
whenever he began speaking within her hearing ; 
and when he did address her, he could not but be 
sensible to the (Quickness with which she turned to 
his voice, and the dow)icasc animation of counte- 
nance with which she listened* 

How deeply centred the attention was which 
gave rise to this animation, he was yet to learn. 
And every day increased it. But she would have 
been glacf to have held it in as profound a reserve 
as his o^ ; though she could not forbear remark- 
ing him, wherever accident brought her near Wtii 
in circumstances worthy the notice of Christian of 
Luneburg. And he too, even by a glance, could • 
not but see how meet she was, to be the sister of 
the congenial heart he had found in the breast of 
Henry. Sometimes she caught one of these ob- 
serving looks, which thrilled her ; but the cloud of 
avoidance immediately passing over it, she saw it 
no more ; and often, and often wished, never to re- 
member it. — Th^n again, when she had succeeded 
as she supposed, in becoming totally indifferent to 
whether his looks were her's or not ; and that as 
the sun regards its worshipper^ and knows of him no 
more ; So she would contemplate the perfection of 
Luneburg, nor desire his thoughts of her 5-^yet 
frail was the strength of such resolution. And the 
oftener o'ccasiotis presented themselves, even fop 
her seeing the frank benignity^with which he con« 
descended to the busy trifling of her mother's 
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court, tte more intense became her admiration of 
his character, no longer exaggeratied one iiray or 
other by the uncertain mists of imagination. Now, 
she found it so great, jret vrith such noble simplici- 
Ijr 't so unpreteiuling, so in all things amiable ; that 
had she not adorra him as a hero, she felt she 
must have loved him as the only man she could 
have wished to be her companion for life ! — Her . 
companion I Her teacher, her protector !— To be 
worshipped, as only second to divinity ia her 
heart! 

" This is not idolatry,** said she to herself; "for 
the divine command, wapes it so. And blessed is 
she, who so chusing, and chosen, is guided into all 
good ! BiU, Elizabeth, the lot is not tor thee!'' 

Then agonized in feeling such was truly the 
fact : — that all eyes looked on her with devotion, 
but those to which her own were directed; she 
would have been glad io have escaped each suc- 
cessive opportunity, dear as it was to her, of study* 
«og a character that oitly robbed her of herself, 
could she have decliaed the royal mandates which 
ever brought her inlo his presence* 



CHAPTER XXVIIL 

* Prince Henry noted his sister^s faded looks, 
and altered demeanour^ with an uneasiness he did 
not attempt impartiM to his giddy mother ; but to 
the Countess of Euesmere he unburthened his 
anxiety. That ladjr asiccibed it to fatigue, from 
the unceasing festivities «ever since the arrival of 
the noble visitors. This ifBts her sincere opinioo, 
but it did not satisfy the eoc|uirer* He be^ved he 



i^ouM.have found a deeper obsenration in the 
daughter of Percy ; but she bad been long retired 
from court to her native Warkworth : and to his 
i^atchful eye, there appeared more than the work 
of a short dissipation^ in the devastation made in 
that perfect fiatce ;-— in the . usual afiectbnate com- 
panionship of his sister»*-UntiI this period, she 
had always sought his society, and given him her 
confidence as to a second self. Now, she either 
never came near him, or when accident brought 
her to his side, she sat abstractedly mute, or talked 
of the mere current subjects. Tl^ theme on which 
she had most delighted to dwell with him, was 
spoken of no more. 

Could she have discovered any traits in the 
Prince of Luneburg, to change her sentiment of 
him? — Could she have taken any capricious dislike 
to him ? — To Henry, either supposition was equal! jr 
incredible* Besides^ there second something of 
another character than distaste alone, in her ]m- 
sent averted deportment* ^ He observed the half« 
indolent indifference with which she distanced her 
usual circle of admtrei*s ; but whenever Christian 
entered where she was, or approached where she 
sat, she changed colour, and shewed sensations of 
some inward uneasiness, by constantly altering 
her position, though never towards him* Yet, her 
brother remarked, that generally once or twice 
while the Prince continued in the room, she did 
steal her eyes in that direction ; and with an expres* 
sion he could not. always reconcile or define* 
Sometimes, suddenly excited by the matter in dis-* 
course between the Prince and others, her look has 
betrayed something of the warm enthusiasm which 
formerly used to glow on her lips when she talked 
of him* But oftener, or^ly a shrouded glance shot 
towards him, from her once ingenuously admiring 
^yeSy n#w cold and distant te a wintry sky* Had 
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Laneborg's bmrt been aft aN coae&vmA lb VHm^ 
beta's feelings tMmrds him, Henry ftit, that nK^ 
a look orast havefri>Rii it. But i^ hitn it seeaeidl 
to peas unseen, at leest miregtirifed. And »fteF 
such observation, a brother's proud delicacy started 
from even a wish to knevr what the man, he htd so 
(rften desired to see, thought of tkn sister so admi' 
rable in his own fraternal eyes. Christian, he 
knew, had never aodibiy made a remark on her, 
or on any of the ladies : and under other eingnn»» 
stances than the present, such an omission wbuM 
hardly have been noticed by Henry ^ whose con** 
versation with his warlike kmstnas^, he tKoally led 
himself, on subjects rivalling even bis sisier in his 
heart-^the duties, the dangers, the gioriea of hh 
probable destiny. 

Another day would find him bewildered with a 
suspicion that Elizabeth's embarrassed observance 
of Christian, arose from an idea of his influence 
over the choice of his brother ; and that she really 
preferred George. George,, eertainlyr seemed of a 
totally different disposhion, from the lofty yet be- 
nign reserve of the other. His disengaged and vo^ 
lant spirits met every subject with franfaiess r^-and 
Henry often found his sister talking to him, with 
an intimate earnestness, and an affection in her soft 
eyes, that might bear a varied translation — ^between 
a dear kin^nan, or a friend yet dearer. In shorty 
this anxious brother knew not what to think ; only 
he saw that something relative to these his two 
cousins, whom he both admired and loved, disturb- 
ed the tranquillity of his sbter; for even' after her 
apparently pleased conversations with the young' 
er, which generally ended in George turning lightly 
awsiy to talk and laugh with other ladies, Henry 
had observed her sigh, look down, and remain for 
awhile lost in thought. Hence, though regtfiidilig 
these princes himself like brothers^ he often fek an 
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iQclignliiit j«aloo»y for her, a^inst ts^e of'htfth of 
them, while GODtemplating these saddened musings* 
Then, again, he deemed it incredible that any man, 
much less either of. them, could trifle with such a 
heart as her's ; naj, impossible, that any man, 
however illustrious in birth or fame, should dare 
such a proceeding with the Princess of England. 

Whatever were in fact the inmost sentiments of 
Cliristian, towards this only too near resemblance 
of her, who " to the last, bent her soul's still linger- 
ing looks on him !" that was to himself alone. — ^But 
with regard to George,— he, assuredly, had seen 
enough of his boasted cousin, to admire her match- 
less beauty, and still more matchless converse : for, 
as Henry bad himself told him, — ^^ It contained all 
of woman's softness, without her weakness.' It was 
nHin's beroic soul, in the gentlest of human beings ! 
*--^nd, she was all<powerful over every mind that 
approached her i"«-*There was a little mischievous 
pride in the Orotic heart of George, which, on hear* 
ing this, whfepered him — ^^ If thou art incKned t<^ 
put on woman's chains, brace thyself, not to be led 
in >a tirain of captives !" — Had the prWe been great- 
er, it might .have said*-** carry her off, a prize from 
all !"— &jt he halted at the first stage, — because, it 
ivas not his destiny ^^ to find in her bright eyt 
the p^mer of fancy P^ And secure in loving her 
fondly as a cousin,* he thought of and desired no 
more. 

With regard to the other ladies! — ^^ However fair 
and kind they he ;" in their society, it was only the en- 
joyment of the passing hour hesou8;ht ; the unbend- 
ing of his ardently devoted mind, from, its lately so 
highly wrought energies for war, to wanton in hiis 
.just recovered freedom, lifce ^^ seme "gay creature of 
the el&mnts playing in 4he pl^hted clouds /" The 
ardours of his youthful soul, all dedicated to mVh 
tary eifter prizei b^ never fciund fire to spate ^ 



beauty's altars.* And finr the more lambent sfie- 
tioDS of his heart, they centred still round his bro- 
ther; who, indeed, repaid them with a full requital 
Thus, from a universal sunshine pervading his 
breast, its overflowing fulness looked from his ejres 
on all ; and the glow of answering gladness kindled 
wherever he went. To the one sex, he was an in- 
spiriting companion ; to the other, sportive and 
kind : but none could ever accuse him of angling 
for the hearts, which in the end bewailed bis too 
amiable tndtfferenae. To have so seized any, and 
thrown it back into the flood, bleeding and barbed; 
of such villainy he was incapaUe. But too anxious 
a solicitude^ and that was her brother^s, will sus- 
pect the noblest natures, even against the evidence 
of its own judgment. 

One day in the tennis-court at Hampton Palace, 
when Prince Henry, and his youneer Brunswick 
cousin, were standing aside, breathing themselves 
after having terminated their share of the game, 
their eyes fell on some of the ladies' in the gallery 
around, who had exhibited no small share of in- 
terest in the success of the latter. • One or two of 
them, eminently handsome, were rival beauties in 
every respect; and thence, the English Prince 
seized the occasion to rally his companion on their 
jealousies; excited, he affirmed, by bis ungrateful 
caprice, in dividing his smiles amongst so many. 

" But perhaps,'' added Henry, " you have some 
unseen Saturn of a Cupid within you, that swal- 
lows up all these unfledged loves f 

^*Not I," returned George, laughing, "I don't 
approve of such swallowing, in any proportion! 
Cannot people be pleased with each other, with- 
out seeking to monc^lize ? And your love is a sad 
monopolizer, presenting a sort of hippocrass in 
lee, a^eeable to some palates for a sole beve- 
rage, but not tp mine* Give me generous, op&st- 



hfftlrted friendship, both with men and women! 
Her chalice holds all the sweets of love, without 
it& bitters. For, to tell you the truth, I worship 
"WOBian's purity* of soul; and would exult as much 
as any man in being found blond enough for her 
taste ; but — in short, I am of too liberal a spirit to 
become a lover — a double bondVman ! Bound 
lumself, and binding others !'' 

" Rather,'' returned the Prince, with a half smile, 
for a frown hung over it — ^the Princess entering at 
that moment into the gallery, and he saw George 
hastily kiss his hand to her, and then turn agam 
laughing to finish his protest:— ^"rather, say, you 
are too selfish, to trouble yourself about making 
the peculiar happiness of any one !'' 

" Henry of England !" exclaimed George, with 
a flush on his cheek ; '^ I would not hear my ene- 
my say so." 

^^ George of Luneburg ! Hear it from thy friend, 
then !". was the graver reply ; " for I believe it to 
be the fact T' 

But the moment the words were uttered, he re- 
pented them. Not because -of their sting to his 
kinsman, if he deserved it ; but angry with himself 
for allowing any thing to escape him, which might 
possibly pomt a suspicion to his sister, as the secret 
motive for this upbraiding. Therefore affecting a 
gayer tone, and to turn off" his auditor's thoughts 
from applying any idea of Elizabeth either to 
himself or his brother, Henry threw out a remark . 
or two on the different temperaments of their other 
German companions ; and mentioning Frederick of 
the Rhine with most encomium, sportively added 
in a low whisper, " Were he to turn wooer here, I 
could find it in my heart to help him to the fairest 
and the best !" 

^^ Indeed?" said a voice behind him, while a 
tremulous band grasped his arm. It was Frede- 



rick bmseif* ^ Who knom not,^' c^oiiflued te, 
^^tbat jour heart, has her^s in its gift^«— 4>b, 
princa* remember this ! — ^And-^'' be was too agi- 
tated to proifeed. Henrj, .confused that a' sdfeiti- 
ment his heart did aot reallj mean, shoald have 
he^n thus overheard, and appropriated, by a' priace 
hfe. regarded too sincerely to inlentionally deceive, 
hardly kne\^ what he «aid, when he stammered 
out in answer, ^^Your merit, Rhineburg, I can 
never forget V.^ With the flushed consciousness of 
having wrought a mischief, though so undesigned- 
ly, his eyes turned to the gallery where he had 
seen his sister; but sbe had entered oniy for a 
moment with Lady Ellesmere, and been s<Mne time 
gone. 

George heard nothing of the preceding; for 
Amadeu^ having come up to him at the very mi- 
nute the young Palatine took the arm of Henry, 
e^ch party attended alone to its own business ; and 
sQpn after, a messenger from the Queen relieved 
the growing embarrassment of her son, by summon- 
iug the four princes to her saloon in the park. 

But on that morning the weird sisters spun a 
strange thread^ ia th^ destiny of Frederick. — Eliza- 
beth was walking alone in a remote part of the 
most bowery, and therefore retired quarter of the 
garden, when the princes crossed towards the pa* 
vilion. Frederick, perceiving her through the trees, 
lingered behind bis companions, to gaze on her 
unobserved. But she, shortly after, raising her 
eyes at the sounds of steps in the way she was go- 
ing, saw Christian of Luneburg approaching down 
the avenue called Rosamond's Bower* It had often 
been the place of her meditations upon him ! But 
with a retreating impulse, she now looked round ; 
and seeing the Prince of the Rhine at the other end 
of the vista, turned towards him. Fredrick, in a 
transportpfhappiness, at this ooamifest preference^ 
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WMtt was unituaUy said, neither knew. , Eliss- 
faetii iMtrcr haviag obserTed he thought of ^her, (for 
<p iooks of admiration she was aecustoaied from 
ainost every man,) thought only of him she had 
^vwled ; arid Frederick, averwhelmed by the flood 
«C hope, this day iiad ao unexpectedly disclosed, 
scarcely ^found the ponrer lo iftler a word. In' si- . 
-lence^bey tamed an angle of the walk, leading by 
a Utile! icincuit to a private docv of the palaoe*^ 8igh 
answered sigh in Wh« She did not hear those 
•from the bmat af her companion ; bat he too 
:fandly translated her^*^Tkey readied the little 
porch 4>f, s^aralion. Just hefore shs entered, a 
Tase iron a . bouquet in her Ibosom drof^d to the 
ground* Frederick took it iup« She, dmoet oncon* 
aciaualy, exteaded her hand to receive it. He, 
faltcfliagly, iield it a&iil in bb ; ^nd, in the confused 
feeling of the moment, agitated between hope and 
appreaensioh, exclaimed, but in a low v<Nce, ^ Rose 
of England ! — Let it be my priaef ' " * 

Shit ismiled : for the question so far rallied her 
atlmCiao,'as to make her look at the object of his 
rvcpiest; and supposing nothing in it but the rose 
itself, it being a variegaied one, ustfally called the 
miDgted FoiA and Limco^/er, and therefore the em- 
blem of tte nuked bodses in the Tudor race ;--^ 
Sbe observed the leaves were mostly shaken off in 
its fall, and imsDcently replied, ^ It » a poor 1)oon, 

E'nee! Nothing left but the thorns. Here is one 
ter suiting the faonomrof Ei^atid!^ With the 
wosd,>sbe smiled again, and taking a fresher flower 
feom her breast, gave it lo him. She did not see 
him press it instandy to his lips ; for turning lightly 
on her slep, to escape a train of ladies approaching 
firom another avenae, she disappeared, before he 
could collect terms for tnqpression of his gratitude* 
\ohiu 95 
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That "HTj eTeniog he sought Henry i&kb^ovrt 
room, to pour out to him the state of his beanrt#-«- 
And when he shewed to him the rose, and toidiiiai 
how it came into his jpossession, the asUmshmeni 
of the brother was onlj to.be equalled bj the rap 
toreof the-recoanter. The intoxicated passioik <rif 
Frederick could pve the -present but oi^ interpre- 
tation ; and the cooler judlgment of Henry, thougM 
it could scarcely be wrested lo another. Yet he 
was bewildered, on recollecting all he had obsenr- 
ed with reg«^ to the Beonswick Princes ; and pain- 
fully so, in attempting to e^Iain m any ws^, why 
Elizabeth had never coofidM this unsuspected pra- 
ferehee to hiou Was she then ashamea of havk^ 
yielded her affections to a. lover so young and an- 
noted, however aniiable?-*--To have so fixed her 
choke, when she must compare his deediess youth, 
with the actual presence c^ those admirabfe bro- 
thers, who, unseen, she had almost worshipped for 
their fooie alone! 

' ^ Woman, woman l^ said be to himsel^^^ Even in 
my sister, am I to find this frailty of principle 1 — 
Yet Frederick has that within htm, which may be 
what they are !*-»Brave, noble; capable of.lieing 
excited to the loftiest enterprize, but for this trem- 
bling susceptibility to female charms!" 

Report rad given that character of the young 
Palatine ; but It spoke falselv* The attentions his 
winning graces drew firom the ladies of his guar- 
dian's court, (for be was yet in his^ minority,) envy 
chose to ascribe to the Prmce's own seeking : — Bnt 
Frederick never had thought of love, till he behdd 
Elizabeth; and then it(xissessed him wholly. Vet^ 
whether it were so or not, Henry, in the verv mo- 
ment his chafed feelings querulouslv blamed htm 
for such susce{^tibility, remembered that only a 
few hours Jbefore, he had almoet qearriile^ with 
Oeorg^e for appearing delwaintte^ Jn^ijilhle 4o 
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n^esaaie Mt'ietioDs; — and now, blushing at his 
owfi ineonsitffency, be gave his hand to the amiable 
Tlhinetander ; but telling him candidly, that h^e 
*tvould not invade his sister^s confidence unseugbt,' 
neither should he take any notice of this avowal to 
liis* father, nor indeed to any person, until the 
Prince had revisited his own dominions ; and hav* 
ing obtained the pubKc sanction of his uncle, (the 
present administrator of the Rhine during his ne- 
phew's minoirity;) he must return in a stile worthy 
his;rank, and that of the .object he loved, in^ toe 
Princess of England. 

'^ I know that gathered laurels, and suspect that 
crowned heads too, are my rivals," returned the 
young Prince ; "but this rose," and he put it to his^ 
Hps, — ^*' with your wish — ^are for met What can I 
then fear!" 

Henry felt the wish had been a false colour, 
though not designed to deceive him. But the pos- 
sibility never occurring, of the rose having played 
a similar delusive part, he subscribed to the am* 
mated question of ^ederick, by answering — 
<^That while he held that pledge of Elizabeth's 
preference, he certainly had a fair^ argument for 
her hand, than any^ther man«" 

Next morning by day<-breah, the impatient Prince 
set off for the Rhine 3 having previously, on quitting 
tfie ball-room, kissed the' Qt^en's hand on so ab- 
rupt a departure, his excuse being a hasty business 
with hb uncle. To EUxabeth he had no opportu- 
nity of bidding adieu.— ;-A slight -cold^ caught in 
her walk of the morning, havingt^onfined her that 
evening to her apartment ; but with Henry, he left 
the homage o( his heart, and the real explanation 
of his temporary absence ; should she ever nans^ 
bkn so to her brother as to warrant it. 
• To the JPrince of Luneburg be revealed his title 
irrtad ; . but did not pi^sume to mention Elizabetb^s 



ttame, iritfa the hope shtf had inspired ; neither did 
HefiFT allow his own wcHrds Vo be emoted, until 
their loiport might be sanctioned by his fetber. 
Christian was not surprised at' the a?doup of Fre- 
derick's passion for so loveHr am ob^ct, but he was 
hj the sangnine manner with wkicb be appeared 
lo regard its issue* For not impartbg the eauseof 
his hooe, it seemed inexplicable in one so eminent- 
ly mooest on most other subjects. 1^ Frederick, 
all made op of gentle elenentA, now wholly aban- 
doned to the tenderness of bis nature, became one 
flame, pure as the object which lit the biaze.^ 

Such onusiial energjT, 'In ihts moeh and inex- 
perienced youths was hailed by Cfaristiasi as an 
earnest of those sterner, and necessarT qualities^ 
of which he had hitherto been deemed deficient. 
.« And mingling with his pleasure in this discovery a ' 
regret thiaC perhaps th<^ might soon be called to a 
severe exercise, he listened attentively to all the 
enraptured lover said ; and then^ with a delicacy 
equal to the softness of the beart he was cautious 
not to touch too roughly, tijed to prepare him for 
a disappointment he saw many reasons for deem« 
itig prohable.-^Amongst other considerations, he 
reminded him. of bis very early yotttb ; having 
hardly left his college studies more than six 
months; hence, he must not be too sanguine, in 
anticipating encouragement to such juvenile ad- 
dresses, from so grave a sovereign as IILing James^ 
" Were you a few ^ears older," continued he, 
^' with the high reputation to announce yoe, which 
those ^ears, I doubt not, wHl besknr $ bDth king 
and princess m^ht find the alliance y^u proposoi 
the very one they would most <|>raer. JEm at 
present^ amiable aa you are, and like tbo soblest, 
in person and mind, you hg^W rivals so powerfiil 
every way, thai 1 smuld wf iMiswor ^oor confr 
dence were I not to wari^ yif^ of their prob^ii 
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^ucceak Najr, to place a stinilar iruM in you, I 
acknowledge mj^self likely to be id such a circuov* 
stance, as to render it not impossible, you may 
find an interest adverse to your wishes on my 



" Prince P returned Frederick, with a start of 
-dismay, supposing Loneburg meant to propose, it 
not himseli, his brother the Duke, or George, for 
tfcc Princess. " Then you will be my eiiemy with 
her father?" 

^'Your enemy! Frederick? recall that word; 
and keep it for them, against whom I would mar- 
shal the fair hand of this Elizabeth ! Believe me, 
had I not an imperative object, on the side I must 
take, if I appear on any — ^young as you are, there 
is that about you, which might make me wish her 
aUiance with you to be her father's pledge for 
Grermany.'- " 

Frederick blushed at bis petul^»ce; and Chris- 
tfan giving him his hand cordially, in sign of am- 
nesty, mutual silence ' on whj^t had passed, w,8» 
promised, and they parted. 



CHAPTER XXIX. 

"EuzABETB, unconscious of proceedings so per.- 
tentous to her fate, continued the greatest part of 
the following day in her own apartment ; confined, 
it was said, Tby the cold of the former morning. — 
jAnd it was a cold ; but a cold of the heart— under 
.wiuch ^he, wrestled trith herself, hour by hour, to 
«p-root thence a prepossession, she as hourly felt 
wounding to Her most maidenly sensibilities— her, 

toil.!* ^5* * 
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prate, her delicacy, and, alas! hereverfcfaefjahed 
-kope in life* — Coold there jheo be womiert dnt 
toch straggles should ^afiect her health as weU as 
quiet! 
But. there are those who see no illoess till the 

Cietit be Oft a sick-bed_; and wbea Ibufid there, 
ieve DO medicine so salutary gs a party of ptea^ 
sure. Thus, en the gay Aaae finding h^^daisigbtBr 
yrassed her lime rather with her books than en her 
couch, and neither coughed nor compIaiAed of 
fever, she sent her a summons to take part with 
ihe royal party the succeeding erenii^ in an 
aquatic masque. Lady Ellesmere, w^o broagbi 
the message, informed her languid pupil, the Queen 
meant to go down the riirer as far a$ Ricfamoad, 
and from the weather being so fifif^< tema&i i^uf tiD 
a late hour. Her Majesty wodld personate her 
^ favourite goddess Cynthia, in a crescehted barse^ 
surrounded by -her nymphs; while her iffvalid 
daughter was expected to meet the pageant 00 iu 
i«eturn, in a smaller vessel hung with l^ht ttmi* 
Spirent draperies like a eloud^ and her^tf wteff 
tne garb of the evening-star, sparkling thiough the 
mist. 

Elizabeth had been tee^aeustomed to these foole- 
ries, to feel all their folly; therefore, without a 
demur^ prepared to obey; though shrinking in- . 
wardly irom such ejihibition of herself, where she ' 
wished to excite no particular attentioii#n any eye, 
and now least of all, in Luneburg^s. Hence, not 
even a look danced from her own, ott tlM^ mitror 
that reflected her fan* form, utrhen arrayed tor t!K 
. lb veliesr planet of the sky. 

On the evening drawing on, itnd het kKfie^i^ 
larming her all was ready, Etiacabeth witlftea 6«M| 
her chamber into the gardi^ns;:^and tlietide de^ 
scended through a light trctHfcefl ^m^ HV hiet 
boat. It lay op^^ite ^ tiBag^ fiiMMifi tf 



^hwam DMtdB, tken dofpistg to the mer% Miik 
fringed with alders. She stepped in, and tvKrfi her 
seat under the^ Omj canopy. The etening tras 
beautifah Sk;arce a vapour floated oTer the gol- 
den sea of light,. aneiidst which the son seemed 
sinking to his rest; white the Sftute air hardly lent 
its impulse to the spengled strsamer, to which the 
gentie Ondolftting of the vessel gave « slight mo^ 
lion, as it hung fn>ro the blender mast* The water 
was clear as glass ; reflecting from its translucent 
and deep expatise, the luxuriant foliage pendanit 
from everj bank; and the glowing sky above, 
^hile its pale ethetial brilliancy gave pbee t^ 4 
more shadowy hue, cdst ii^ broad bloomy iim over 
the whale tr^nqmltizing scene. 

^ In such an evening as this, did ^t first parent 
open tier eyes in paradise i^— And ib P sighed £11^ 
zabeth gently to herself, white htt barge glided 
smoothly through the seft ripple of the waCers^^ 
^^ how srweet to feel one^self ifitcrviog tbo^, lit by n^ 
ture'ii purest ligbty toihe dear pretfeoce of him wh* 
thinks it sdittidcj, till he s^fire it Ivitb ^ ! WeM k 
so, how wouM tbeie wOOds dfrd ifieAdbWI^ sifiifo 
now ! bu^ it ii^ nof*** 

Thetnoiiit in tbebof«!l iir faleh fbllowM hef^i^, ptey^ 
ed a sueces^ion Of i^Mins adsiptedto the hOur end 
the sicenery ; ei^ng, Siid flOafii^g te tl^ tit f^dill 
shoM to ibore. Elizabeth K^tened H^kh d taelM)^ 
thtAy pkMtitt ; afid bevirtg 6tt\f (W6 of hei" ladfe* 
with hef, sfhe temained in ^diditM^d itteditMt<^ 
dui-in^ the l^eiit of hei» fittle vey^e/ iTfa^ <^i^t^1 
e^kiiktCldn^ atltidp»ted ihb jomitlOh eif Ofeilf pl9!itM 
2lb6\ft mtitm^fhe i m4 jiM &^19$0 daftt IfMedtOti (tf 
&er^^r«scti^^ltM*etfWdie ^dtev^themul MU 
jiovy fm^ed $ i^eepiflg^ iseiidef ibe iMd. Thtf ^ 
iV&tceiAA h^tge' ^fk§^hk Vm(fi4 M sighl 6f t&9 

hiipet'^im, midlk giMii«d In ^h^mkit mnt 
ihttiii^ \iuiMm4i <l#iMiidi <« tM tutt^m 
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boats hailed it,* in imitation of the muBio of the 
spheres. 

** The Queen *s barge, (saith th^ old chronicler,) 
was all gorgeous with painting, gilding, and carved 
work ; and the perfunied sails, cordaged with flow- 
ers, wafted fragrance on every zephyr. Anne 
herself, glistering in jewellenr with a splendor too 
dazztine to look upon, stood amongst her ladies, 
all withlittle stars on their heads/to receive her who, 
unadorned with any, was herself the fairest star 
that ever shed its soft beams into those waters. In 
a few minutes, (continued the same historiographer,) 
the thus saluted argossy brought forward its sa* 
ered charge, a purer daughter of the day than she 
who translated the ship of Greece to the heavens.^ 

But the event soon low^^d the stile of the wri« 
ter, to a sadder cadence. The Princess put her 
foot uponHhe edge of her boat to step into the 
other. In stretching forth her hand to someone 
4>f the throng eagerTjr crowding to assist, her, she 
beheld the Prince*^ of Luneburg ; not as she would 
have expected, standing in reserved majesty by 
- the side of the Queen, but leaning from the deck, 
holding out his hand towards her. Elizabeth then 
aaw only that hand, and she saw no more. Her 
feet failed under the agitation of- that happy mo- 
ment; and before h^r tremblmg grasp could be 
caueht by bipif or any other person, she had &U 
len betw^^ the two boats. A universal shriek 
from above, pierced her ears, as she that instant 
sunk from sight; and herself answer^lg it* with a 
faint cry, whQ^ struggling in the wat^r, tbe name 
of her brptjier Henry was all she uttered.^ Even 
ivtiie it revfrberatedr from the echoes, she f^lta 
plunge .neaf her,^ and herself clasped yn the af^ 
of safety. The w^rm: bosom she founfl, instead (^ 
the[cpIdgrav^tpY^hiehshe had bejieveidl bersilf 

wi«ngi cfuW:b« w QtkwJiiaB b^KteJ^^^ ;jHt. 



clinging to him, while one arm sustained her, th^ 
other gave a stroke that raised both to the surface* 
Her eye-lids, by the rush of the water, were yet 
shut; but openmg them, on the next apparent v 
conflict of that dear arm against the dangerouj: 
eddy at this point, she saw, as in a mist, berselC 
lifted from the wheeling current. A hundred 
hands from a press of boats, were then exerted to 
raise her, and her preserver, from their perilous 
situation. A. deep hollojw in the bed of the xiver - 
being at that place, over which the water eddying, 
downwards with a rapid suction, • carried every 
thing .within sweep of its vortex to tht weedy 
Biesbes below. 

Overpowered by the terrors and struggles 06 
tfae whole accident, as soon as she found herself 
^n the secure deck of the royal bar^, her little 
remains of strength gave way ; and sinkior down^ 
tvhile still clinging to the arm that saved her, she 
could only utter " Henry 1" while her lips, in: utj- 
speakable gratitude, touched the band that hekt 
her'Sk Her fainting eyes at tnat meoenc sought 
his fpK^e,' and beheld, not Henry, b«e Christian 
bending over her ! — ^How came he there ? — Had her 
brother perished in the wave ? — ^Wiih a low tresis 
ulous shriek, she became insensible. 

On recovery from this temporary oblivion, shie' 
found herself extended on a qlean 1;^t buatble mat? 
tress, in a small white-washed apartment. It wa% 
the best of a poor eel-fisher's cottage on the north 
bank of the Thames. After so general an alerm, 
the Queen had ordered the vessel to shore ; and 
as sooA as it landed its motley crew of lords and 
ladies, she commanded that her dauehter should 
be placed under shelter of this littk dwelling, tiU 
medical aid could be brought to remove her pro* 
perlv thence. That duty done*, tbis tboughtliesSi 
mother dismissed all idea of possible danger ; and 
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it still bein£ a resplendent evening, she, and tliose 
of her revellers who now rather regarded the ac- 
cident as an adventure than a distress, strolled 
about the adjacent pastures, with x all the false sen- 
timent of a silly unmeaning vanity. Others, with 
more feeling, hovered about the cottage fer news 
of the Princess ; and some, whose affections ex- 
cited solicitude to agony, walked before the little hut 
like sentinels, to hear the first sound of her revival 
to iife. But nearly half an hour elapsed, before 
she i)ecame sufficiently restored to recollection to 
recognize objects, or give utterance to words. The 
first she did speak, were still to call upon the 
name of her brother ; who her distemper^ senses 
yet continued to present in the weltoring waters, 
with the image of Luneburg leiaining from the l^rk, 
atod herself struggling in the stream, towards tb^ 
outstretched arms of him she called.-^ 

"lam here,dearest Elizabeth !^ cried Prince Hen- 
ry, rushing from the €loor of the apartment, where 
me had been wat<&hing ; and regardless of the over* 
strained decorums that would have withstood his 
approach, he was at her side immediately. At 
^at of him, she started from her pillow, and with 
a convulsive^ sob cast herself upon nis breast. She 
wept there some minutes; during which relief to 
Ker agitated nerves, Henry silently attempted to 
waive away the.officious attendants, who, seeing her 
•motion, persisted in their absurb signs to hasten 
kim thence. At last, with frowning severity, be 
whispered to one of the women, a command to 
her^and those with her, to withdraw till the physi- 
cians should come ; but until they appeared, be 
would not move. ** Better,'^ sai^ be, to the lady 
Eliesmere, who at that mcftnent returned hito the 
room, " better be the poorest wretch in my father's 
doaiimoQa^ free to cherish mrbat he loves — than a 
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prince, and thu^ dimied the common rites of nsh 
ture!" 

- The countess, respecting his feelings, instantljr 
took her over scrupulous coadjutors into the ad- 
joining «tpartnient| where she remained with them, 
to le^ve him the unmolested liberty he sought. 

**My brother— my more than brother I'^^^-es^ 
claimed Elizabeth, raising her tearful eyes to his 
face, ^* but for Heaven and you ^ 

^^ Dearest sister T' returned he, clasping her ten* 
derljr to his bosom, " to me you cried in your ex-- 
tremity ! — But I was in a distant boat. Christian 
of Lunebmrg threw himself into the water ; lie sav* 
cd thee, mv Elizabeth !" 

Did she bear aright ?T-Her tears, her reH>irationi 
ceased, and vnth a gasp, she believed her last 
breath, — ^but bow blest a one! — She heard no 
more. — Henry was in a horror when he beheld 
her, felt her, motionless. ^^ Elizabeth ! my sister ! 
j-«-4nake but one movement to shew vou live S^-^My 
eister-^oh my sister I"— *were now the. frantic cries 
of her brother, repeated arain and again, as he 
pressed her inanimate body to his^ breast, and 
touched her deatb4ike face with bis own* The 
attendants wore then around, but he needed them 
not, while he continued to exclaim, ^^ She is dead 
-—and my rash avorwal extinguished her just reco^ 
Taring life I" 

No one knew what that avowal had been ; but all 
within and without the cottage,^ who wete near 
enough) heard the anmished invocations of the 
Prince. All who had privilege from situation, 
crowded into the room; and some also, who could 
haive produced no credential, but the attachment 
of real affection to the amiable Elizabeth ; thej 
()beyed the impulse of true devetedness, and stood 
lEiill of anxiety on the threshold. Just at this crisis^ 
the physicians from Hamptmi Court arrived f and 
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.4HI Ibeir MflBrmce tbatto sister was mt dead, 
thoagh in a state of very critical chEhaustion, Henry 
y^ZB preraUad upon to quit her, to relincjuish lier 
m tkeir care. The message tbey aent to the 
iQMeen^s enquiries imported, that to restore the 
Princess to anistiation they trasted wouhl bean ea^ 
4ftsk, but to lecoirer her from the shock her healtn 
Jiad sustained, would probafali^ be a work of tiiac^ 

Here, then, ^nded the festivity of the day. And 
it betn^ declared bazardous to resiove die invalid 
tbatiu^t, her Jlfaje6ty<y with her train, .set-off in 
xlose carriages for i£e palace ; iesaving ^he Cmmi* 
less Elleamere, mad another lady, in charge of ber 
daughter. 

Ihit whHe the gay grwp obeyed tbe jnayal aian- 
daise, to hastening away Iron tbis unexjxcied scene 
of otre,^ Henry iwoiiJd* not stir fiarther from iiis 
vigils, than to a neighhpur ing fann*house, « little 
higher up the river ; where he knew the BriaQe jct 
Lunebttig, in<x>aaeqp]encenf a hurt seceived in.lbe 
bte affair, had retu-ed hiinse]f, to be cut -rf liie 
way of immediate observ^tiim. Indeed^ wBnle. ris'* 
il^ from ifae water gwitb his pnecioua jous^eo^ ^ 
heavy. bmt-ginapple Iml.stcuck bkB,'ifiiBt'Oii tlie 
head, bad »tfaen on tbe aiw(i,iaiisaeab^ learing both 
iritb ks lagged Jiook. CSsirialian, on indnglbme 
«omda bleed la%ond biftd9eaws>lia;8iiaiiaoji,as3eea 
as the Princess was landed, had thus hkstenedfran 
lidding io^dieoohfiitioBiofllieacwne;^ 
MlWidKltwndtog the bMonrs ttrhibh had pointed 
bim Qiit aaa tine Jhrfyastiiai jrf Ae>eyeiwiq^ ytagsiBted 
in:«mking faisiesQi^^alsc^. . 

,ffie bad sotiixeiy «Kbm«Rodi«todiB(Bst€iitKof (Us 
bK»lber?sibJHry,.acld :b|r.^ i^sists^ee of the km 
iMni feimly dbangied UsaMto gsirmeittB^iasid dxaind 
ip^biB twMpm iw|t» same iif ihe jBSsgr:sitken' j^^ 
|a6vdbiei&,'^)thft Jtoyal iadties badr ooiiteiboled' Jar 
fbai jpurpoae ; .090 a message arriMi Stqm tbe 
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Queeif to th^ tvr^ Priiices, {b^r pdigei having disco^ 
rered their r^treat^) telling th&m ^h^ had teR si 
carriage for their acooiiimpdiUion ; At\d requesting 
^^ the wounded knight,^ to'rejoih her at the palace 
before supper-time. But the ftame person who 
deiiTered this embassy, also communicating his 
report of the I^rincess^s really perilous state ; with- 
out a lietond thought of the preceding command, 
Oe6rge was pi'eparing to Obey his brother, in faast- 
^tiing t6 enquire how far these alarming tidings 
were the fact, when Prince Henry, pale and agi- 
tated, appeared at the farmer^s door. Both brothers^ 
met him there, and all three turned in again. 
Henry) findiQ| himself indeed with those who would 
sympathize with his feelings, allowed his full heart 
to give way; and tfarbwing himself into a chair, hid 
his fae«, while the Amotions he had so long strug- 
gled to suppress flowed from his eyes. He wept 
Bis sistei^s pafst^ and indeed present danger ; and 
he Wept the secret that danger had betrayed to his 
knowledge — a secret fatal to her peace, unless he 
might deem the impulse which had precipitated 
her preserver to her rescue, something more pecu- 
liar to herself than mere humanity, or the generous 
gallantry that would save a woman^s life at any 
peril. 

Contrary as former observation had been to 
such a hope, yet if Christian were indeed the 
hidden object of Elizabeth's tale inscrutable incon* 
sistenceS) (one at that lAoment actite!y piercing 
Henry's reeoUetlion !) then this fond brother could 
Jk6t but hope that his friend felt as she did. And 
it might be so ! Since he had been told by all who 
saw the accident, that the water hardiy closed 
ov'ef her biefitt^ the Frinte had thrown himself from 
thcf deek, and^the Muhe eddy covered his disap- 
pearing hes^^ Alt elie lA t!he vessel stood in a 
dui^r»e of terror; or, hM to* pi%sence of mind, 
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ran from side to side, throwiog oat grappling ropes, 
and calling on the small boats for assistance. — 
Just before approaching the vortex, it was described 
(0 Christian, as a place which had harried many 
bold swimmers to a watery ffrave. — Into that grave, 
(hen, when he saw Elizabeth sink, he felt as if he 
beheld Adelheid perishing before hi^ eyes; and 
with all the spring of his first youth and love, he 
plunsed by her side into the water. He heard 
her neart-piercing cry for " Henry,'' just as his 
own arm approached her struggling form, and in 
the next instant she was in his bosom. He felt, 
that she believed herself in her brother's arms; 
and he bore her towards the barge with all a 
brother's tenderness. 

It was in raising her, then too nearly insensible 
to assist herself, to the persons -who bent forward 
to receive her, that a grappling iron, thrown out by 
some injudicious hand, gave him the wounds just 
tneniioned. The stream which gushed from both, 
bad increased the terror of the spectaxJe; the. wet 
garments of the Princess having shared the red 
stain. But when her fainting glance looked up- 
ward, and she beheld the face of Christijm bend- 
ing over her, with an expres8ioDof;pr<vkec|ing ten- 
derness, which perhaps no other eyes could ever 
so fully shew !-^his hand was held over the wound, 
to prevent more of its blood from droppings In 
that transient glance she would therefore have 
se^n.only- enough to fill her with an amazed sense 
of happiness, had not the aiidden ^pprebensioQ that 
her brother, who she did not see, a«d .^bo she 
still believed was her preserver frpfn' the water, 
might have yet perished, seized h^ wiih a.boneor, 
that threw her at once into a 5t{|iei^iil:^Kft«^4^8i4i* 
. The Queen, shrieking at sight M the Priiv^^s 
wounplv ordered the barge to tl^ sW^ ^vhifeshe 
hid h^self fron the bustle rov^.to*. . d»u{ghter, 



under the spangled awning of the little yacht* — 
George and Henry, who had been together in a 
distant boat, (the former having deserted, as soon 
as he had found himself the idol of the gala ;) both 

Sined the sides of those most dear to them, ere 
& aquatic party, now all in gloom,, had disem- 
barked themselves, and fled with their affrighted 
Cynihia amongst the moon-light glades. Once re- 
moved from sight of the disaster, she soon forgot 
aoy real alarm, in the whims of her assumed cha- 
racter ; and played the sylvan part of the goddess 
of the silver bow, as if she had no other care in 
this sublunary world. Meanwhile, Henrv had car- 
ried his swooned sister in his arms to the fisher^s 
hut, and watched at the door till she shewed signs 
of recovery. 

Greorge, with a similar solicitude, attended his 
brother to the next place of shelter ; his great loss 
of blood having created serious apprehensions of 
the temple artery being severed. But, in iact, it 
was the swelling pulses unusual in that brave heart, 
long accustomed to beat so temperately, which 
caused this extraordinary flow from the flood-gate 
of life. — After the wound was bound up, still it 
oozed through ; and after Prince Henry entered, 
and his tears flowed for his sister — the excited 
pulse would not subside. 

Memory ! thou dweller in the souls of the faith- 
ful and bereaved ! — Thou couldst tell that no stray- 
ing thought from her, for whose sake he first felt 
the thrill of Elizabeth's kindred eyes, now shared 
the quickened nerve within him ! — And was it yet 
so warm for one unconscious ? for one in the cold 
grave ? — for one who was not ! — The chill of death 
was in the thought ; and pale and meditative, he 
sat beside the brother of Elizabeth. — ^'^ The world 

hast thee not ! " sighed he within himself; 

^^ but still thou dost exist to me— and where, on 
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Mine bright day, my freed spirit sbdll find thee V* 
He smiled onder the convictidti; and with this 
paraclete of a divine hdpe brooding on bift calmed 
heart, he i^ised his eyes from their fixed gaze on 
ibe ground ; and observing the still wordless eifto- 
tions of Henry, put his hand on his, with a pres^ 
sure of sympathy, which seemed to that anxious 
brother distinctly to declare, what he most wished 
to know— that Chf»tian loved bis sister ! 

Starting up with the welcome thought, Betity 
wrung the band that grasped his, with many mingled 
feelings. Shame and distress, ori recollecting the 
dilemma hvto which hi^ rash words, and bis sister^s 
doubtless as nmocently deceptive present, had in* 
tolved the amiable and tmsting Paiatine^^jey, that 
if he now read her aright, she was not btfmbled to 
an unreouited passion — and a pang to the soul of 
heff brofkeTj lest a fatal tef mrinati<Hi 6n her parr, to 
Ibis day^s etents^ shield render (hMghts of tfl the 
bappinesfll they might have promised, only a deeper 
souree of extendi^ sorrow. 
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